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A Light Among Many. Solstice
Arrivesin the Season of Sars
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ARTWORK by Wendy Andrew

[More about the artist on page 2 inside]
Winter Solstice — A welcome return to the light

It is the darkest point of the
Cédltic year, Samhain into the
Winter Solstice.

On Thursday, December 21, the
traditional date of the solstice, the
Sunwill reach its maximum appar-
ent distance from the Earth and
turn back, at 8:28 AM (PST). Itis
the shortest day of the year and the
longest night.

Into the dark to witness and experience
thereturn of light it isthe eternal prom-
ise of the Sun Kings born around the
Winter Solstice, or Midwinter.

Inthe Celticworld, the great fire festi-
vals are lunar, but celebrations of the
sol stices and equinoxes are behol ding
to our most visible star, the Sun.

As | write this, it is early December.
We are in the season of stars, when
night drops earlier, stays longer, and
castsabrilliant array into the sky above
our heads more visible because the sun-
light fades earlier than the rest of the
year.

HEN you look up on aclear night, what do
you see? |sthemoon visible, doesthe vast

(AL space comfort or isolate you, do the stars
/W) stand out? What reaches you?

By CYNTHIA WALLENTINE

Tofight off thedark, many install bright
lightstoilluminatetheir homeexteriors,
creating darker shadows, offering a
welcometo somewho might lurk, and
leaking their fear upward.

The escaped light washes out some of
the brilliance of anatural night sky in
theform of light pollution.

Inside, as seasonal festivals near, deco-
rated trees and other trappings shine
quietly, standing for centuriesof encour-
agement to the coming infant light born
at Midwinter.

For those who favor a Christmas tree,
glisteningtinsel, small lights, and orna-
ments stand for the sympathetic magic
passed through the centuries the light
of hope, not fear, to support and wel-
comeour returning Sun.

Lightsinthe darkness, bethey ontrees,
or in the sky, have their own resonant
dtillness.

The celestial body that driveslifeonour

planet, the Sun, isastar so bright that it
rendersinvisible all other stars during
what we call day, and creates night
when the portion of the Earth that we
areon, glances away.

When our sun passes beyond the hori-
zon, thesky fillswith lights, each witha
placeinthestellar ceiling, asweslowly
rotate here on Earth.

Any human who has viewed this planet
after sunset has known the stars, they
areagift of the night.

Aswell, our moon hasitsown presence
and view, best visible at night and only
because the moon can catch and hold
the gaze of the Sun fromitspositionin
space.

Darknesswithin, so without. What do
those stars say to you?

Do they offer the comfort of a long-
ago loved one, or doestheir guaranteed
presence reassure you in our turbulent
world? Are they cold and haughty, or
warm and twinkling?

Doesthe eternity of darkness between
stars frighten or beckon to you? From
an airplane or on the ground, the misty
seaabove, withitswinking lights, guar-
anteesno soul isever truly in darkness.
Light without, sowithin.

Itisthe season of stars. Go out tonight,
look up. Seewhat you can seeand feel.
Remember the Sun is returning, as it
alwayswill.

Even in the darkest of times, there are
lights, kindred souls, common minds,
remindersof better things, and daysand
nights, to come.

Spread acrossthe night sky or theinte-
rior of your life, reflect on the deeply
brilliant starsthat would never be seen
but for their place in the darkness.
Blessed Be.

WIN FREE GIFTS

Win a Macsween one pound
haggis and flat of Irn Bru from
Black Pudding Imports in
Langley. Check out their weekly
sales on Facebook. (See page
11 for more info). Mark your en-
try Black Pudding. Entry by: De-
cember 16. Entries by E-mail
only. Mark the name of your
entry as ‘Black Pudding’ and in-
clude your name and daytime
telephone number. (Only one
entry per person) Send to:
cbutler@ telus.net.

B o

Our Special Annual
Christmas Greeting
Section - Page 12

Brexit Breakthrough:
Divorce Deal Finally Agreed
Between UK And EU

BRITISH PriME MINISTER THERESA MAY AND

EuroreEaN CommissioN CHIEF JEAN-CLAUDE JUNCKER
HELD A JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE IN BRUSSELS TO
ANNOUNCE THE BREAKTHROUGH ON THE MORNING OF
FripAY, DECEMBER 8. [REaD MoRE oN PaGEs 8-9 & 23]

PHOTO: Visit Scotland
EDINBURGH — The Scottish capital really goes to town with all
things festive: visitors can take a spin on the big wheel and
other funfair rides in the Christmas Gardens, shop at the Christ-
mas markets and go ice skating. New Year’'s Eve offers an
enchanting torchlight procession through Edinburgh’s Old Town
before the famous Hogmanay street party and a spectacular
fireworks display on December 31. [Read more on page 10]

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Read our exclusive
interview with Ireland’s Minister of Defence
Paul Kehoe who discusses Ireland’s role

in international peacekeeping efforts and

the EU migrant crisis. [See page 18]

Publication
Mail Agreement:
40009398
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A pleafrom an Irish immigrant
for help tofind atransplant donor

Dear Readers:

PLEASE take a moment to read
this important message from a
member of the Vancouver Irish
community.

Thisindividual iswell-known to many
inthelocal community and would pre-
fer to remain anonymous for the mo-
ment. Heisin need of akidney trans-
plant and has requested we share the
following:

Dear Friends,

I’m writing to let you know about my
medical situation. | have progressive
kidney disease and my doctors have
recommended exploring the option of
receiving akidney transplant —the best
medical treatment for my condition.

Because the wait time for a deceased
donor kidney isyears, | have been ad-
vised to try to find someone who may
bewilling to donate akidney to me.

| want to beclear that | would only want
adonor who does not feel any pressure
to donate. If theideaof donationisnot
comfortable for you, | want you to
know that | understand, and that your
decision to not come forward will not
affect our relationship in any way.

THE TRANSPLANT TEAM at St.
Paul's Hospital in Vancouver
makes the donor’s health and
well-being a priority. For more
information about becoming a
donor, go to the BC Transplant
website www.transplant.bc.ca.

I’veleaned it's possiblefor kidney do-
nors to live anormal and healthy life
with just one kidney. Donorsare care-
fully medically screened to make sure
it issafefor them to donate.

Thetransplant team at St. Paul’s Hos-
pital herein Vancouver makes the do-
nor’shealth and well-being apriority. |
wasasointerested tolearn donorsdon’t
have to be a relative or be an exact
blood matchin order to donate.

| understand thisis an extremely per-
sonal decision and thereisalot to think
about. If youwould liketo gather more
information, pleasefeel freeto contact
the donor nurse at St. Paul’s Hospital
at (604) 806-9027, or go to the BC
Transplant website
www.transplant.bc.ca.

Thisisnot acommitment to becoming
adonor and you can make the choice
to step away from the process at any
point. You can also explore donation
options confidentially or I’ d be happy
to chat with you about it aswell.

If you would like to speak to me di-
rectly, please contact Maura at The
Celtic Connection about my informa-
tion. You can e-mail her at:
maura@telus.net.

My understanding is that a successful
kidney transplant will improve and re-
lieve many of my symptomsand even-
tually allow me to return to a normal
way of life again. Thank you for your
care and concern.

THE CHRISTI\/IAS LEGEND
OF THE BAGPIPES

THERE isalegendinItaly that of all the musical instrumentsit wasthe bagpipes
that pleased the Blessed Virgin Mary the most.

Theinstrument, it is said, was the one with which the shepherds of Bethlehem
had serenaded her. And thus the one sure sign of the approach of Christmasin
Italy isthe appearance in the streets of bagpipers, the zampognari.

These men, shepherds from the countryside, arrive in Rome and elsewhere in
mid-December. For centuries, it was their custom to make their way from one
street-corner image of Mary to another, serenading her with bagpipes. Their
itinerary isnow considerably abbreviated, but they remain heralds of the coming

Blessings
at Solstice

Thereisawinter in al of our lives, a
chill and darknessthat makesusyearn
for daysthat have gone or put our hope
in daysyet to be.

An endless cycle and yet a perfect
model. We need awinter in our lives.

A timeof rest, atimeto stand still.

A timeto reacquaint ourselveswiththe
faithinwhichwelive and breathe.

Itisonly then that we can draw strength
from the one in whom we are rooted.

Taketimeto grow and risethrough the
darkness into the warm glow of your
springtime.

To blossom and flourish, bring colour
and vitdlity into thisworld, your garden.

Givethanksfor the seasonsof our lives.

A timeof fedive

celebration —and
a season of reflection

IT IS the season of light
and the season of dark-
ness ~ aseason of festive
cel ebrations and aseason
of reflection.

Thisisthetimein our hemisphere
when the darkness intersects with
the light at the longest day of the
year on December 21.

During thisbeautiful season of celebra-
tion, | would liketo remind our readers
to give thanksfor all our blessings, to
be generous of spirit and to remember
thosewho struggledaily with loss, pov-
erty and depression.

The past year has been a difficult one
for many. A year of seismic changes—
both on a global scale and closer to
homefor familiesandindividuals.

So many beloved souls — both young
and old — have passed away and their
departureisfelt most acutely at thistime
of year.

And yet, why do we mourn and grieve?
No doubt it isthe profound | oss of our
irreplaceableloved ones, butisitasoa
reminder of our own mortality, how frag-
ilewe are ashumanity on this planet.

We are all so interconnected, yet at
timesit is so easy to move along and
dismissthe suffering of others.

| pray that all those who have departed
usthisyear havefound peace and have
beenrelieved of all burdensor painthey
carriedinthislife.

LETTER FROM

THE PUBLISHER

5
i

' By MAURA
DE FREITAS

Thewinter solsticeisalso our reminder
of the magnificent continuity of life—
out of darknesscomeslight and wewel-
come with joy the warmth of renewal
and rebirth. It represents the hope of
our world.

On December 13, | amlooking forward
with much anticipation to the annual
Irishseniors’ Christmasluncheonwhere
old friends will reconnect after such a
year of tremendous transformatoin.

Sadly thiswill bethelast one organized
by GeorgeMcDonnell and the Irish Her-
itage Society of Canada. We thank
Georgefor al hiswork inthisregard.

Thank you also to all those who work
to help bring our communitiestogether
both in celebration and for support in
times of need.

Wishing al our readers and friends a
very happy Christmas and a safe and
joyful New Year.

Yours faithfully,
Maura

ABOUT OUR

COVER ARTIST

WENDY ANDREW lives, dreams
and paints in the beautiful mysti-
cal countryside of Southern Eng-
land. She has been a professional
artist for over 20 years and her
work has been published interna-
tionally.

Her paintings are inspired by the
ancient mysteries that are
wrapped in the turning of the sea-
sons, and the voice of The God-
dess whispering through the
mythical realms.

of Christ. — James Monti

For the Record

We want to set the record straight: In
our last issue issue we made an error
inthearticle about Johnnie Fox’sIrish
Snug in Vancouver. The correct number
of seats in the pub should have been
just over 50. We apologize for any in-

—————— e

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!
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To order images by Wendy and
see more of her paintings visit:

Canada...... $35/year - ; e
convenience this may have caused. www.paintingdreams.co.uk.
U.S......§50/year i
Overseas...... S$80/year
e, THE CELTIC CONNECTION
Address: ISSUE 27 VOLUME 1 - Established in 1991
#452 - 4111 Hastings Street, Burnaby, B.C. V5C 6T7
i Tel: (604) 434-3747 « www.celtic-connection.com
City: Maura De Freitas - Publisher - « E-Mail: maura@telus.net
Catholine Butler - Advertising - « E-Mail: cbutler@telus.net
Prov/State: Colleen Carpenter - Copy Editor » Thary Chhom - Ad Production
Postal/Zip: Distribution: Arlyn Lingat ¢ Allison Moore ¢ Linda Robb ¢ Frank Dudfield in
p: Surrey < Eifion Williams in Burnaby & Coquitlam ¢ Laurie Lang in Coquitlam
Country: * Joanne Long in Mission ¢ Bill Duncan in Maple Ridge « Deirdre O’Ruaric

in White Rock ¢ Nanci Spieker and Heather Murphy in Seattle « Oliver
Grealish in Edmonton.

Published 7X per year. Unsolicited submissions welcome but will not be returned.
Please retain acopy foryourfiles. Contents copyright 2017/2018 The Celtic Connection.
Opinions expressed here are not necessarily those of the publisher but rather a
reflection of voices within the community. All correspondence must include a name,
address and telephone number.

Canada Post Canadian Publications Agreement 40009398

PLEASE RETURN

COMPLETED FORM

with your cheque or M.O.

to: The Celtic Connection

#452 - 4111 Haslings Street,
Burnaby, B.C. V5C 6T7 CANADA
To pay by VISA or Master Card,

call (604) 434-3747

STAY IN THE CELTIC CIRCLE
Read The Celtic Connection
www.celtic-connection.com

o U IR RN R



DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

PHOTO: Scottish Government/Facebook

AUTHENTIC Scottish haggis was ceremoniously unveiled at an
event in Toronto showcasing Scottish food and drink in October

Known to some
as ‘Scottish caviar’
Haggis Is at the heart
of every Burns event

ANCOUVER - The Scots know how
to get through our darkest time of the
year. You just start the party from No-
vember 30, St. Andrew’s Day, then
through Christmas and Hogmanay, until the biggest
party of all — Robert Burns Day — and the endless

2017.

rounds of Burns suppers.

Thistakesyou well into February,
and before you can say “Johnny
Walker” it'stime for the Highland
Games.

Local Scottish heritageisaliveand well
throughout January as pubs, clubs and
private parties prepare to pay homage
to Scotland’sBard.

Pipers, drummers and Highland danc-
ersare hard pressed to keep up with all

the demands, to say nothing of the |

butcher shopsand haggis-makerswork-
ing around the clock to fill special or-
ders.

Haggis — known to some as “ Scottish
caviar” —isat the heart of every Burns
celebration, and one of the signature
recitationsisthe Addressto a Haggis.
Thispoem waswritten by Burnsto cel-
ebrate hisappreciation of thehaggisand
asaresult, Burnsand haggis have been
forever linked.

Thehaggisisgeneraly carriedinon a
silver salver at the start of the proceed-
ings. Asitisbrought to thetable, apiper
playsasuitable and rousing accompa-
niment.

One of the invited guests then recites
the Address to a Haggis before theat-
rically plunging aceremonial knifeinto
aforesaid haggis.

Earlier this year — after nearly half a
century — Scot-Canadianswere thrilled
tolearnthey canfinally enjoy authentic
Scottish haggis after the Canadian Gov-
ernment gave the green light to import
the produce direct from the homeland.

Since the ban on red meat importsfrom
the European Union was lifted in
Canada two years ago, Scottish food
compani es have been working on hag-
gisrecipesthat meet Canadian regula-
tions.

Scottish-made haggiswas banned from
Canada and the U.S. for decades be-
cause one of its key ingredients is
sheep’s lung, which may pose health
risksto consumers. But now anew hag-
gis recipe has been developed for ex-
port to Canada.

by

ROBERT BURNS (25 January
1759 — 21 July 1796), also
known as Rabbie Burns, the
Bard of Ayrshire, Ploughman
Poet and various other names
and epithets, was a Scottish
poet and lyricist. He is widely
regarded as the national poet of
Scotland and is celebrated
worldwide.

Scottish Government officials say the
new recipe, developed by family-run
company Macsween of Edinburgh,
doesnot contain lung and al so useslamb
sourced from a Canadian Food I nspec-
tion Agency-inspected and approved
facility.

“It's great news that Macsween have
been able to develop a haggis recipe
for export to Canada,” Scotland’s
Economy Secretary Keith Brown said
in anews release.

“After waiting 46 years|’m surethere
will be many Canadians and expat
Scotslooking forward to having Scot-
land’snational dish at the centreof their
table at the next Burns’ supper.”

In Vancouver, authentic haggis from
Macsween of Edinburghisavailableat
many premium retailers, restaurantsand
butchers.

For more details to plan your Burns
supper with genuine Scottish haggis,
contact: info@freshconcept.ca.

Vancouver’s
St. Patrick’s
Day parade
cancelled
again for
2018

VANCOUV ER — TheVancouver
. Patrick’sDay paradewon'’t be mak-
ing acomeback for 2018.

Organizerswere hoping to resurrect the
parade for next year, after having to
cancel it thisyear.

“1t'sbecometoo expensive,” saysHarry
Cussen, vice-president of Celtic Fest
Vancouver.

He says organizers had sought to get
special civic status, in order for thecity
to foot more of the costs, but he says
that got too complicated.

Cadillac Fairview, the company that
owns Pacific Centre, had been amajor
sponsor up until afew yearsago. The
search for another major sponsor has
been unsuccessful.

Thecity had provided somefunding, but
Cussen says that money didn’t go far
in covering costs associated with polic-
ing, ambulance presence and traffic
impact.

“The other grants that we were get-
ting, likefrom the federal government,
havereally dropped —like by about 80
per cent, ahuge drop.”

The parade had run for 13 years.

While the Irish won’'t have a parade,
Cussen points out the festival goes on
with concerts, a ceili and other enter-
tainment.

Snow and Icy
Conditions
AcrossBritain
and Ireland

CommunitiesacrossBritainand Ireland
are gearing up for a second night of
tumbling temperatures as December’s
icy touch was felt across the country
on Saturday, December 9.

The Met Office had warned that rural
communities could be cut off asroads
become hazardous, with up to 20 centi-
metres (eight inches) of snow expected
in some places on Sunday.

Heavy snow isexpected tofall over the
Midlandsand Wales, thinninginto lighter
showers as the day progresses.

London and the rest of southern Eng-
land and Wales will instead be lashed
by strong winds and rain, where gusts
could reach 70 mph, according to the
Met Office.

In Ireland, Met Eireann issued fresh
weather warnings for the majority of
the country, advising that up eight cen-
timetresof snowfall ispredicted, which
could cause*“ dlippery paths and treach-
erousroad conditions.”

Housing Minister Eoghan Murphy has
said that provisionsarein placeto care
for homeless people as temperatures
are expected to plummet to -8C.

He tweeted: “Contact with Dublin,
Cork, Limerick & Galway has con-
firmed arrangementsin placefor rough
sleepers. Teams already out in Dublin
to help peoplein ahead of snow fore-
cast for tonight and efforts will inten-
sify intotheevening.”

Celebrating Robbie Burns

Wednesday - January 24, 2018 at 7:00pm

\ 1 O 2COtian
Bard featuring the Celtic group Blackthorn a
Shot of Scotch Dancers

Tickets: 35 Adult [ %29 Senior & Student [ *21 Child

Centennial
' Theatre

Box Office 604,984.4484
nvrc.ca/centennial-theatre

fresh %

concept - MACSWEEN

Fresh Concept Canada
importer and distributor
of Welsh Hill lamb and
Macsween Scottish
Haggis wish all their
customers a very happy
Christmas, Hogmanay
and Burns night

Doivect From Hie UK
Welsh lamb and
Scoltish haggs

STONGS SUPEAMARKET | ARMANDO MEATS (GRANVILLE ISLAND)
OCEAN PARK MEATS (WHITEROCK) | CELTIC TREASURE CHEST
BLACK PUDDING IMPORTS | BRITISH BUTCHER SHOPPE
MEAT THE BUTCHER (MT SEYMOUR] | IL GIARDIND DI UMBERTO
ARBUTUS CLUB | CIOPPINO'S | BLUE WATER  CAFE
WATERFRONT RESTAURANT (KELOWNA) | QUALITY FOODS (VANCOUYER
ISLAND) | FAIRWAY SUPERMARKET (VANCOUVER ISLAND)
BOTANY (FAIRMONT PACIFIC RIM)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON UPCOMINE BURNS NIGHT EVENTS
CONTACT: INFOE FRESHCONCEPT.CA
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Rogue Folk Club

Celebrating 31 Years of the best Celtic & Roots!
www.roguefolk.com
Saturday, JANUARY 13

Pioneering Canadian songwriter

Connie Kaldor

Friday, JANUARY 19
CD launch with his 10-piece band

Jim Byrnes

Friday, JANUARY 26
Italian flat-pick guitar virtuoso

Beppe Gambetta
Friday, FEBRUARY 2
Lynn Miles
Sunday, FEBRUARY 4

s AL
N -

The Rogue's annual Christmas /

Holiday Spectacular, starring gypsy

jazz giants Van Django with their

unique approach toseasonal songs

and featured guests: gorgeous
vocalist LJ. Mounteney and

harmonica wizard Keith Bennett 1 0 StrlngS&GoatSkin

- plus a few surprises! and many more to come in 2018!

St. James Hall (3214 West 10th Ave.)
Tickets & Info (604) 736-3022

{i2) TAPESTRY

MUSIC

Great
selection
& expert

advice

Serving British Columbia Musicians since 1996 Guitars

Strings
Percussion

Brands

Yamaha
Jupiter
Fender

Eastman

& many more!

FULL SERVICE REPAIRS « LESSONS

3607 West Broadway, Vancouver
Ph 604.736.3036
TF 1.888.347.7480

f
»

*Sweaters
sScarves
sBlankets
*Donegal Hats
*Jewellery
*Gift Cards
from Ireland
and Scotland.

Cover
up for
Winter!!

Christmas
gift ideas
to warm
the heart.

=
Celtic Traditions
3721 West 10th Ave.

Vancouver. B.C.
www.celtictraditions.ca

Vancouvers best
sweater store

for Women and Men
604-222-2299

Tune In for Steve’s annual

Christmas show on CITR
FM 101.9 on December 23

The Rogue Folk Club held a &4

very successful fundraiser at
the end of November, with a
full houseand asilent auction
raising over $20,000 to keep
the 30+ year concert series
aliveand kicking!

There was an overwhelming response,
with over 100 donated itemsin the auc-
tion, afew hundred dollarsin donations,
and apacked house enjoying themusic
ontwo floorsat St. James Hall.

It was along evening, commencing at
6:30 PM with acoustic music down-
stairs featuring the wonderful Kierah
Raymond on fiddle, and Michael
Averill on guitar —with special guest
ChrisMcMullan from Co. Tyroneon
uilleann pipes.

Then we all moved upstairs for some
inspired music by Gabriel Dubreuil
and a new trio, Sephen Fearing (a
founding Rogue Folk Club member),
Marin Patenaude, and The Honky
Tonk Dilettantes.

It was extremely heartwarming to feel
all that love and appreciation for the
Rogue!

Thefinal concert of the Rogue’'s 2017
was the annual gypsy jazz Christmas
show, Cool Yule on Saturday, Decem-
ber 9at St. JamesHall, 3214 West 10th
Avenue, with Van Django joined by
singer L.J. M ounteney and harmonica
wizard Keith Bennett.

I1t’s been a seasonal staple for the past
four years, and the band had some new
selectionsagain thistime. [t wasaweek
earlier than usual, because the St.
JamesHall ishaving anew dancefloor
installed the following week!

Also, the rolling pews are being sold
off, so if anyone wants some vintage
Canadian furniture, just call the St.
James office on (604) 739-9373.

We are al very excited about the new
floor, and it will beunveiled at the Con-
traDance on Saturday, January 6, and
thefirst Rogue shows of 2018 over the
following three weekends (Connie
Kaldor on the 13th, Jim Byrnes on
the 19th, and Beppe Gambetta on the
26th).

Full details of Rogue shows can always
befound on www.roguefolk.com.

| made some Rogue Folk Calendarsfor
2018, featuring photos|’ vetaken at the
Roguethis past year.

They were on sale at the Cool Yule
show on the 9th, and will be on sale at
the Rogue officeon Granvillelslandin
the following weeks (best call first at
(604) 732-1305 to make sure there's
someone therel).

The Rogue has lots more last minute

PEI favourites Ten Strings & A Goatskin, along with special guests

Ben Miller and Anita MacDonald, play on Sunday, February 4.

IF IT'S MUSIC you're Iooking for....check out The Rogue Folk

SEses o g

W U4

Club in Vancouver. Local music legend Jim Byrne plays on Janu-
ary 19 and Altan, Ireland’s most influential folk music band, plays

on Sunday, February 25.

Christmas Gift Ideas. Everything from
gift certificates to concert tickets and
Parcel O’ Roguesticket bundles.

There are some fabulous concerts com-
ing upin 2018, including adecent help-
ing of Celticmusic.

We are delighted to announce the re-
turn of Ireland’s Altan — this time at
St. James Hall (Sunday, February 25),
and PEI’'s Ten Srings & A Goatskin
(with special guests Ben Miller &
AnitaMacDonald from Cape Breton,
Sunday, February 4).

Scotsfiddler Alasdair Fraser and cel-
list Natalie Haas return on Sunday,
March 11 for an evening concert and
an afternoon workshop.

With support from Creative BC, The
Rogueisproud to present thefirst ever
B.C. Fiddle Festival on the long
weekend of February 9-11.

Six fiddlers will each present awork-
shopintheafternoonson Saturday 10th
and Sunday 11th, and therewill bethree
evening concertstoo.

Daniel Lapp will bring aband on the
9th, with Gabriel Dubreuil and Early
Spirit opening the show.

The Saturday concert will feature the
very eclectic M ad Pudding (featuring
Cam Wilson on fiddle) and Jocelyn
Pettit, and on Sunday we wrap things
up with Kathleen Nisbet’'s Metis
Fiddle Ensemble and the amazing
Locarno (featuring Kalissa
Hernandez-L andaonfiddle.) Full de-
tails are on the Rogue website.

I'll present my annual Christmas Spe-
cial radio show on Saturday, Decem-
ber 23 on CiTR FM 101.9 and
www.citr.cafrom 8 AM to noon, with

seasonal songs and tunes you will not
hear anywhere el se this winter — defi-
nitely not in ashopping mall, at least!

Thefollowing week I'll bring you mu-
sic from my favourite albums of 2017
(Saturday, December 30, same time,
same channel!).

Amongst those sel ections you can ex-
pect to hear music from such Celtic
CDsas The Blue Room, the brand new
CD by theMartin HayesQuartet (he
and Dennis Cahill are joined by fid-
dler Liz Knowles, and bass clarinettist
Doug Wieselman, who plays with
Laurie Ander son, amongst others).

PEI'sother Cdltictrio, The East Point-
ers’ What We Leave Behind; Cape
Breton quartet Coig’s second album,
Rove; new Irish“ Supergroup” Usher’s
Island (Donal Lunny, Andy Irvine,
Paddy Glackin, Michael
McGoldrick, and John Doyle), and
McGoldrick / Doyle / McCusker’s
The Wishing Tree; Newfoundland’'s
outstanding trad. singer Matthew
Byrne's Horizon Lines; Banjo-toting
singer Daoiri Farrell’s True Born
Irishman; Fraser & Haas Ports Of
Call; Sharon Shannon’s Sacred
Earth; Manx / Scots quintet Imar’s
Afterlight; and Kierah's superb CD
Srong Bow, flying the flag for B.C.’s
Celtic scene.

| hope to have the latest Celtic Col-
ours LIVE CD by then as well. Not
sureif Eliza Carthy countsas* Celtic”
but her Wayward Band’s CD Big
Machine will also be in there some-
where!

Haveagreat “holiday season,” Happy
Solstice, and Wassail! (or as Irish co-
median DaveAllen used to say, “May
your God go withyou!”).

Sainte, Seve
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A great seection of Christmas
gift ideasat Cdtic Treasure Chest

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
VANCOUVER -TheCeltic Treas-
ure Chest shop is located in the
Dunbar area on the west side of
Vancouver.

It's awell laid out and merchandised
store with room to browse the aisles
given the significant amount of product
ontheshelves.

Owners Stephen Coulson and Christina
Cicconerecently celebrated their first
anniversary asnew ownersat the store.

| recently dropped in to check out their
new merchandise for the Christmas
season.

The shop opened at 10AM and it was
surprising to see the number of custom-
ersalready inthe store shopping.

Stephen was kept busy with custom-
ers, so | spoketo Christinaabout their
new products for Christmas.

Shesaid, “alot of the gift itemsthat we
have are British in nature such astins
of biscuitsand teasand sweetsinlovely
packaging with a Union Jack such as
the Keep Calmitems.

“We have somereally nicetinsof Scot-
tish fudge along with awide selection
of thelittle Miss and Mister based on
the books.

“We al'so stock tins of biscuits and hot
chocolate, candies and lunch kits for
children.

“Christmas puddings are available in
varioussizes, along with chocol ate se-
lection boxes, mincemeat tarts, Marks
and Spencer Christmas cakes, and the
Marksand Spencer Christmas puddings
aswell.

“We also have the Mr. Kipling cakes
and Battenburg cakes.”

Celtic Treasure Chest also offers a
wholeline of the official Harry Potter,
Game of Thrones, and Dr. Who, books
and giftitems.

For Christmasgift givingidess, Chrigtina
suggests, “anything in tins are really
lovely and they are everywhere this
year. We have NutsAbout Britain tins
of assorted nuts.

“Wealso have someRoyal giftwareand
no doubt wewill also have some Prince
Harry and Meghan Markleitemswhen
that wedding takes placein the spring.

“We offer awholerange of dairy prod-
ucts, mesat pies, bacons, sausages, black
and white pudding.

“Also, we now have Macsween hag-
gis, imported straight from Scotland, so
we are well prepared for Christmas,
Hogmanay and Robbie Burns celebra-
tions.”

The Celtic Treasure Chest now offers

extended hours for Christmas, open 7
daysaweek from 10AM to 7 PM, so
thereis plenty of timefor everyoneto
get their Christmas shopping done.

The Celtic Treasure Chest is located
at 5639 Dunbar Street, Vancouver.
For more information, call (604) 261-
3688, or visit online: celtictreasure
chest.com.

Wasted lives:
Astronomical Costs
of Alcohol Addiction

VANCOUVER - A report by the
CBC hasrevedled that British Co-
lumbia has the highest rate of
hospitalizations for alcohol-re-
lated problems in the country.

The ongoing opioid crisis and rash of
overdosesfromillicit drugs has been at
the forefront of many people’s minds,
but the biggest, least discussed addic-
tionontheriseinthe provinceisalegal
substance: alcohal.

British Columbiansdrink, on average,
9.4 litres of pure alcohol each year —
the equivalent of roughly 14 bottles of
beer or two and a half bottles of wine
each week.

Consumption hascontinued to riseevery
year since 2012 according to AOD
Monitoring Project, Centrefor Addic-
tions Research of B.C. with the Uni-
versity of Victoria.

Dr. Keith Ahamad, an addictions spe-
cialist at St. Paul’s Hospital and are-
searcher at the B.C. Centre on Sub-
stance Use, withesses the conse-
guencesof alcohol addiction first-hand
every day.

“1t’sdifficult to see day-in-and-day-out,
a cohol consumptionisamajor, major
public health concern,” he said.

Last year, at least 36 percent of emer-
gency roomvisitsto St. Paul’sand Van-
couver General Hospital for substance
abuse were alcohol-related. That
number isconservative and just relates
to caseswhere excessive drinking was
the cause, Ahamad said.

1470, CJVB in Vancouver.

1. Shannon by The Narrowbacks
- Arrogance & Ignorance on
Independent.

2. Welcome to Adamstown by
Flogging Molly - Life is Good
on Vanguard Records.

3. Don't Let It Bring You Down by
Bela Fleck & Abigail Washburn
- Echo In The Valley on
Rounder/Concord.

4. Drums of Chelsea by The Go
Set - One Fine Day on ABC
Music.

5. Anian by 9Bach - Anian

Tor 10 CeLtic Hits For 2017

Celt In A Twist is local contemporary Celtic radio heard weekly on AM

www.worldbeatcanada.com.
The following is the Celf In A Twist Contemporary Celtic Top 10:

Celt In A Twist Pick Of The Month:
PETE’S POSSE - The Conversation (Epact Music)

on Real World.

6. An Danns Elegua by Salsa Celtic
- The Tall Islands on Discos
Leon.

7. The Queen of Hearts by Offa
Rex - The Queen of Hearts on
Nonesuck.

8. Seileach by Cassie & Maggie -
The Willow Collection on
Independent.

9. Antwerp by The Breath
- Carry Your Kin on Real World.

10.Fair Margaret & Sweet William
by Jim Moray - Upcetera on NIAG.

It doesn’t include broken bones, car
accidentsandinjuriesrelated toimpaired
driving, violence caused by someone
who had been drinking, or other long-
term consequences of a cohol abuse.

“Thehospital isliteraly filled with the
consequencesof alcohol addiction,” Dr.
Ahamad said. “The number of people
that present to the emergency depart-
ment as adirect consequence of acute
alcohol intoxication day-to-day isover-
whelming.”

By comparison, 24 percent of emer-
gency room visitsrelating to substance
abuse were because of opioids.

A big part of the problemisthe medical
system’sresponseto alcohol addiction.
He said, “the health-care system has
just not been trained to screen for ad-
diction appropriately.”

Drinking isn't going to disappear anytime
soon, but more needs to be doneto re-
duce the harm. Party season can be
particularly challenging for those strug-
gling with addiction hesaid.

“| think we have accepted that we do
like alcohol,” said Ahamad. “We also
have a culture around accepting alco-
hol inour society...wejust haveto mini-
mizethoserisks.”

He emphasized more focus is needed
on preventative measures, harm reduc-
tion and comprehensive approachesto
treating peoplewith alcohol addiction.

In Canada, asawhole, therewere more
hospital admissionsfor alcohol-related
conditions than for heart attacks last
year and the cost to the medical sys-
tem is high, with the average stay en-
tirely caused by alcohol estimated at
more than $8,000.

Drink responsibly over the holiday
season. If you or a loved one is suf-
fering reach out for help. Check out
the BC Mental Health & Substance
Use Services online at:
www.bcmhsus.ca. For group sup-
port, contact Alcoholics Anonymous
www.vancouveraa.ca or call 24
hours (604) 434-3933. For a list of
meeting to support family or friends,
see http://bcyukon-al-anon.org/
meetings.html.
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CELTIC Treasure Chest owners Stephen Coulsen and Christina
Ciccone just celebrated their first anniversary in business.

:"Ii CELTIC TREASURE CHEST E :

UK & Irish
Food & Gift Imports

Holiday hours: 10am-7pm everyday untl Christmas

Christmas cakes, puddings, and selection boxes,
from Marks & Spencer, Cadbury, Thorntons,
and more!

Now also featuring [ RT3 2N haeeis,

straight [rom Scotland.
Get yours for Hogmanay and Robbie Burns!
= SR EETE DO B
5639 Dunbar St. Vancouver (604) 261-3688

celtictreasunechest.com
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t  would be scber today. |
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Substance use during the Holidays
can be devastating. Let us help.

Internationally CARF Accredited,
addiction recovery center
W located on beautiful,
4 secluded Bowen Island, BC.

1-866-233-2299
orchardrecovery.com
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Cdtic Traditions. Music and gifts
alongwith unlque SNeaters

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
VANCOUVER - Cdltic Traditionsshop
islocated intheKitsilano area of Van-
couver. The shop ismainly known for
the beautiful imported wool sweaters,
capes, shawls and throws from Scot-
land and Ireland.

Store owner, Michael Pratt spoke to
The Celtic Connection about some of
the merchandise he could recommend
for Christmasgift giving to keep alucky
recipient warm and toasty all winter
long.

Heexplained “ Thisismy busiest time
of year and | have lots of sweatersthat
I bring infrom Donegal in Ireland and
Scottish sweatersfrom Aberdeen, along
with beautiful blanketsfrom Tipperary
inwool and mohair.”

Speaking about his sources, Michael
said, “1 aso have two people supplying
shawls, onefrom Kerry, and anew one
from just outside Dublinwhoisafabu-
lous designer. Hislittle shawls arere-
aly great, light weight and look just
beautiful on.

“My price range for the small shawls
range from about $140 and the large
wraps at about $235, the heavier ones
at $250to $300.”

Michael’s sweaters stock is extensive
and offers something for everyone.

“We have both hand knit and machine
knit Aran fishermen sweaters,” hesaid.
“The hand knitsare hard to get but the
machineknitsarejust asniceand more
affordable.

“Inour other sweaters, we have pullo-
versand cardigansfor men and women,

MICHAEL PRATT, owner of Celtic Traditions in the Kitsilano area
of Vancouver, says all their sweaters are made in small compa-
nies in Ireland and Scotland which produce very high quality

merchandise.

andyou arereally getting aquality prod-
uct.

“These sweatersare all madeinreally
small companies in both Ireland and
Scotland, where there may be 25 to 30
peopleworking in these shops and they
producereally quality merchandise.

“Many of these shops arelocated in a
small country lane and a lot of these
placesarereally out of theway, so they
are really exclusive and wouldn’'t be
selling to the big stores.”

Cdltic Traditions also offersagreat se-
lection of Celticjewellery inboth silver
and pewter.

Michael isalso agreat fiddle player and
the shop ismore than aretail outlet, it
doublesasamusic school. Lessonsare
availablefor fiddle, harp, voice, whis-
tle, bodhran, and concertinastudents.

Michael was born in England but his
mother and father are both from Ire-
land. Hisfather isfrom Tipperary and
his mother is from Leitrim. He fre-
quently travels back and forth to Ire-
land.

Celtic Traditions is located at 3721
West 10" Avenue in Vancouver. For
more information, call (604) 222-
2299 or visit online at:
www.celtictraditions.ca.

New location in Langley, BC
for Mary’s British Home Store

By CATHOLINEBUTLER
LANGLEY, BC — For over 38
years, Mary’sBritish Home store
was a destination in the scenic
fishing village of Steveston, Brit-
ish Columbia.

Thisfall, owner and Birmingham-born
Mary Carter closed her shop in
Steveston and moved to anew location
inLangley. A movethat brought the 82-
year-old closer to where she now lives.

The move was not spur of the moment
but a well-thought out decision when
two years ago Mary started to see a
changein her customer base.

“My British customersstarted to tell me
they were moving and that's when |
started to worry because they were my
mainstay customers.”

Many of Mary’sregular customersand
old friendshavefollowed her to her new
location and now new faces are getting
to know her aswell.

Theshelvesstill stock thefamiliar U.K.
products such asthejams, marmal ades,
biscuits, shortbread, specialty teasfrom
England and Ireland.

Other deli items include sausages,
specialty bacons, black and white pud-
ding, haggis with a good selection of
meat piesand British groceriesto name
just afew.

Christmas crates have arrived in from
overseasand now the shelvesare burst-
ing with all the fragrant and mouth wa-
tering aromafrom the old country.

Mary said, “wehaveall the good things

like puddings, Christmas fruit cakes
some plain some iced with marzipan,

Mr. Kipling's, mincemeat tartsand fruit
slices, Battenburg cakes, Cadbury se-
| ection boxes, boxed and tinned choco-
latesand haggisfor stuffing poultry and
for Hogmanay and Robbie Burns cel-
ebrations.”

Be sure to drop in to the new storein
Langley and say helloto Mary.

Mary’s British Home store is located
at 20435 Fraser Highway in Langley.
For more information, call (604) 427-
0368.

MARY CARTER (R) is pictured
with some of the delicious spe-
ciality bacon in her shop.

FOR OVER 38 years, Mary’s British Home store was the go to
destination for British products in the scenic fishing village of
Steveston, British Columbia.

JNMESON
.y:.

CASKMATES

GERARD MAHONY GM at Mahony & Sons Burrard Landing says
Jameson is the number one choice in Irish whiskey.

Mahony

& Sons:

A warm welcome
on cold winter nights

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
VANCOUVER — Dark, cold and wet
winter weather is the time when we
crave some warm and delicious com-
fort food. Mahony & Sons pubs fea-
turealot of delicious Cdtic comfort food
ontheir menu.

There are three Mahony & Sons pub
locations in Vancouver — one near the
University of British Columbiaonthe
Endowment L ands, one downtown Van-
couver at Burrard Landing and the other
at False Creek near Granville Island
Public Market.

| recently visited the Burrard Landing
location and enjoyed one of my favour-
ites on their menu, the bangers and
mash. The bangers are Mahony’s cus-
tom sausages and really tasty, served
with Guinness gravy, roast vegetables
and Yukon mashed potatoes...just to die
for on adreary night.

My other favouriteistheir Irish potato
soup which has lots of potatoes and
leeksin acreamy broth...it'sameal in
itself.

There arelots of other deliciousitems
onthemenu and next timel visit maybe

| can get past my favouritesto sample
some other delectableitems.

Brunchisserved on weekendsand hali-
daysat the pubs. Live entertainment is
also featured and thereisawell-stocked
bar with Guinnessbeing abig seller.

Gerard Mahony, general manager at the
Burrardlocation said, “inthelrishwhis-
keys, Jamesonisthefavouriteat all the
pubs.”

Both Burrard Landing and the False
Creek location have spectacular views
of the North Shore mountains and the
seaplanestaking off and landing. The
Burrard Landing location also has the
added bonus of the big cruise shipsan-
choring stepsfrom their front door.

Whenit'scruise ship seasoninthe sum-
mer, Mahony and Sonsat Burrard Land-
ing and False Creek arefilled with hun-
dreds of ship passengers when they
comeashore. Gerard said luckily they
have alist of the cruise ship docking
times and staff the pubs accordingly.

For more information on Mahony &
Sons, visit: www.mahonyand
sons.com.

Best Christmas songs
for the party season

Thistime of year meansall of usare preparing to rock round the Christ-
mastree, but what are the best songsfor getting the festive party started?

Whether you're catering for acrowd of kids on a Sunday afternoon or agolden
oldies party night, pop music has enshrined the youthful hope and exuberance of

the festive season for decades

With lashings of seasonal spirit, here are our top picksto make sure you get the

most out of Christmas:

1. Fairytale of New York — The Pogues and Kirsty MacColl;
2. All I Want For Christmas Is You — Mariah Carey;

3. White Christmas— Bing Crosby;
4. Last Christmas — Wham!;

5. Happy Xmas (War |Is Over) — John Lennon & Yoko Ono;
6. Do They Know It's Christmas? — Band Aid,;
7. Christmas Wrapping — The Waitresses,

8. Merry Xmas Everybody — Slade;

9. Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) — Darlene Love;

10. Must Be Santa — Bob Dylan.

Honourable mentions also go to these 10 hits.

11. Santa Claus is Coming to Town - Bruce Springsteen;
12. Christmas in Harlem — Kanye West featuring Cam’ ron, Jim Jones, Vado,

Cyhi DaPrynce & PushaT;

13. 1 Wish It Could Be Christmas Everyday — Wizzard;
14. Days of Christmas— Destiny’s Child;

15. Jingle Bell Rock — Bobby Helms;

16. The Little Drummer Boy/Peace on Earth —Bing Crosby and David Bowie;

17. Sep Into Christmas — Elton John;

18. Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree — Brenda Lee;

19. Blue Christmas — Elvis Presley;

20. Driving Home for Christmas — Chris Rea.
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Irdland’s DNA revealed by region
with first genetlc map

DUBLIN-AreyouaGael, a
Celt, aViking or British?Ac-
cording to anew study, it may
depend on whereyou livein
Ireland.

The first genetic map of the Irish re-
veals geographic clusters that reflect
theimpact of immigration, invasion, and
plantation.

Seven of those clusters show Gaelic
ancestry, aligned with the borders of
ancient kingdoms, while three show a
shared ancestry with the British.

Researchersled by the Royal College
of Surgeonsin Ireland (RCSI) and the
Genealogical Society of Ireland (GSI)
have published The Irish DNA Atlas:
Revealing Fine-Scale Population
Sructure and History within Ireland
inthejournal, Scientific Reports.

The landmark study is the first fine-
scale genetic map of Ireland, reveal -
ing patterns of genetic similarity in 10
clusters, roughly corresponding with
the ancient provinces, aswell aswith
major historical events, including Viking
invasionsand the Ul ster Plantations.

These findings can contribute to the
diagnosis of diseases in which genes
play a strong role, particularly for
populations of Irish ancestry.

Findingsfrom thisstudy will be of help
to the new FutureNeuro Science Foun-
dation Ireland Research Centre, which
is seeking to improve the diagnosis of
rare neurological disordersand to per-
sonalisetreatment.

Edmund Gilbert of the RCSI, first au-
thor on the paper, said, “ We have dem-
onstrated that the structure emerging
from genetic similarity within Ireland
mirrorshistorical kingdomsof Ireland,
and that Ireland actsasasink of Celtic
ancestry.

“Additionally, we find evidence of a
west-Norwegian-like ancestry that we
believeisasignature of the Norse Vi-
kings.

“We also observe theimpact of histori-
cal events, such as the Ulster Planta-

tions, onthe DNA of the peopleof Ire-
land.”

Co-author Michael Merrigan, of the
GSl, said the study challenges the ac-
cepted narratives on the origins of the
peopleof Ireland.

“We now get a clearer, scientifically-
based map of the distribution and set-
tlement of our ancestral groups across
theisland of Ireland,” he said.

“Historians and students of medieval
Ireland have now awonderful resource
on the movements and inter-rel ation-
ships of our ancestor groups through
their DNA.”

He said the study will open up new re-
search opportunities for many disci-
plines, especialy thoseresearching Irish
medieval genea ogiesand the history of
Irishclans.

It alsorevealsrelatively highlevelsof
Northwest French (probably Celtic) and
Norwegian-like (probably Viking) an-
cestry inIreland.

“Having a genetic map of the Irish
population will beinvaluablein studies
of the genetic component of some com-
mon diseases in the Irish population,
especially those diseases which show
adifferencein prevalenceratesacross
theisland of Ireland,” said Sean Ennis,
a co-author of the paper.
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VISIT-DOOLINS.CA FOR THE
FULL ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE

—

MEMORIES ARE MADE
AT MAHONY & SONS

It’s all about the Craic!”

HAPPY HOUR

Monday to Friday* 3pm — 6pm

*excluding holidays

WINE WEDNESDAY

Half price bottles of wine after 6 pm*

*On selected bottles

IRISH SUNDAYS

All Irish pints for $6.00 all day

*Craic (KRAK) is an Irish term for enjoyable time spent with great company.

At Mahony & Sons you will find hearty and healthy dishes using
fresh local produce and with the finest selection of ales, beers, wines, whiskies
and of course the best Guinness poured this side of the Atlantic.

Our locations, environment, our people, entertainment, our food and drinks,
all the perfect mix to make Mahony & Sons your first choice...

SaKarzey & SJoree

BURRARD LANDING | STAMPS LANDING |

UBC

EIE1Ed @mahonyandsons

www.mahonyandsons.com

GEART & CROWy |

IRISH PUBS

Aulde Dubliner & Pour House
62 William St.

Heart & Crown ByWard Market
67 Clarence St.

Heart & Crown Barrhaven
3161 Strandherd Ave.

Heart & Crown Preston Street
353B Preston St.

HEARTANDCROWN.PUB n ’ @
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TheresaMay: ‘ Therewill benohard border

between Northern Irdand and the Republic of Irdand’

ONDON - British Prime Minister
TheresaMay hasagreed an historic
Brexit divorce dea with the Euro-
pean Union,

paving the way for the

negotiationsto move onto Phase | tradetalks.

After apre-dawn meeting in Brus-
sels on Friday, December 8, the
prime minister joined European
Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker in announcing the
breakthrough.

Juncker announced that “sufficient
progress’ had been madeinthetalksto
allow both sides to move onto discus-
sions of afuturetrade deal between the
UK and EU after 2019.

May said the deal “had required give
and take on both sides” and after “some
tough negotiations” she had agreed to
the*divorcebill’, which isexpected to
total upto £50 billion.

She also guaranteed rights for EU and
UK citizens, including a continuing,
time-limited rolefor the European Court
of Justice, and new words on the cru-
cial issue of Northern Ireland.

“I"m confident that we can ensure we
bothwon't have ahard border in North-
ernlreland but will retain the economic
integrity of the United Kingdom,” May
said.

“In Northern Ireland we will guarantee
there will be no hard border. We
agreed...there should be no barriers
north-south or east-west.”

The deal came after anight of lengthy
telephone diplomacy with the Demo-
cratic Unionist Party (DUP) over the
fate of the Irish border in any future
post-Brexit trade deal.

The DUP, which props up May’s mi-
nority government in Westminster, gave
the first confirmation of the break-
through when its leader Arlene Foster
announced the whole of the UK would
quit the EU single market and customs
union.

Foster insisted that “six substantive
changes” had been made to an earlier
draft agreement on how Northern Ire-
land would conduct its trade with the
Republic of Ireland and the rest of the
UK.

But she also made plain she was not
entirely happy and that May had forced
the issue in order to meet Brussels
deadline of sorting adeal by thefollow-
ing week, ahead of the EU summit with
all 28 national leaders.

“There are still matters there that we
would haveliked to clarify. Weran out
of timeessentially,” Foster said. But she
added “there'snored linedownthelrish
sea.”

May said shewould personally commit
to the people of Northern Ireland her
key pledges protecting thefuture‘integ-
rity’ of the province' srolewithinthe UK.

The breakthrough means the UK can
now begin talks on a post-Brexit free
trade agreement with Brussels.

The EU had refused to progress nego-
tiationsto Phasell until adeal wasdone

LY

THE BREXIT AGREEMENT opens the way for Phase Il negotia-
tions on the future trade relationship between the UK and EU to

begin.

on the Irish border, citizens rightsand JEAN-CLAUDE Juncker’s chief of staff Martin Selamyr tweeted
how much money the UK will pay asit @ picture of white smoke emerging from the Vatican, a traditional
symbol that an historic decision had been reached.

|leavesthebloc.

At their joint press conference, May
explained that shewanted thefuturefree
trade deal with the EU to be all-encom-
passing for thewhole of the UK, includ-
ing Northern Ireland.

The PM said that “if that isnot the case,
we will look to” agreeing a cross-bor-
der solution that recognised the* specific
circumstances of Northern Ireland” and
its“unique” roleasthe only land border
between the UK and the EU.

But EU council president Donald Tusk
had themost ominouswarningsfor Tory
Eurosceptics, declaring any transition
period after 2019 would mean the UK
having to take EU ruleswithout any say
over them.

“Asyou know the UK has asked for a
transition of about two yearswhilere-
maining part of the single market and
customsunion and we' |l beready todis-
cussthisbut naturally we have our con-
ditions| proposethat during this period
the UK will respect the whole of EU
law including new law,” he said.

“Itwill respect budgetary commitments,
it will respect judicial oversight and of
courseall related obligations.

“Clearly withinthetransition period fol-
lowing the UK’s withdrawal EU deci-
sion making will continue among the 27
member states, without the UK.”

Tusk added that the next phase of talks
would be“much harder” and pointed out

! that it had taken Britain 18 monthssince

the Brexit referendumto even get to this
stage of preliminary agreements.

“So much time has been devoted to the
easier part of the task.

“And now, to negotiate atransition ar-
rangement and the framework for our
futurerelationship, wehave defactoless
than ayear.”

Nigel Farage refuses to give up

his £73,000

LONDON —Former UKIPleader Nigel
Farage has been accused of “appalling
hypocrisy” for refusing to give up a
£73,000 per year EU pension that is set
tobepaidfor fromthe UK’sBrexit hill.

Farage said he would not give up his
pension entitlement, telling theAndrew
Marr Show on BBC, “Why should my
family and others suffer even more?’

Upto 10 hillion euro of the UK’ santici-
pated 50 billion divorce bill isset to pay
for the pensions of EU officials and
MEPs, with Farageinlinefor a£73,000
income after Brexit.

Brussels parliamentarians are due three
and ahalf percent of their salary for each
full asan MEP, up to 70 percent of total
earnings, funded by European taxpay-
ers.

Farage will have served 20 yearsby the
time the UK leaves the EU in 2019,
netting around £7,500 amonth.

The EU’sfiercest criticisalso reported
to be enrolled in a second pension
schemeoriginally set up to top up pen-
sions of MEPs from poorer member
states.

The scheme, which 38 of the UK's 73
serving MEPs are enrolled in, will top
up Farage’s pension by £42,000.

EU pens

lon

FORMER UKIP leader Nigel Farage has been accused of “appall-
ing hypocrisy” for refusing to give up his £73,000 per year EU
pension that is set to be paid for from the UK’s Brexit bill..

Hewill beeligibleto claim the pension
in 10 years, when he reaches 63, three
years before pensionersin the UK.

Reports suggest Farage is also in line
for arelocation payment of up to 200,000
euro once he ceases to be an MEP.

Liberal Democrat Brexit spokesman
Tom Brake said, “Nigel Farage is a
shameless hypocrite. He rails against
theso-called EU gravy train, but ishappy
to cashinwhenit suitshim.

“No doubt he also secretly backs the
£50 billion Brexit divorce bill that in-
cludes money to pay for his EU pen-
son.”

Asked if hewould take hispension de-
spite criticising the size of the UK’s
Brexit“divorcehill,” Faragesaid, “All |
can say is, given the arbitrary way the
European Union behaves in terms of
money, I'dbevery surprisedif | get any
of it.”

Serlingrisesafter major
Brexit breakthrough

LONDON — The pound briefly
rose against ahost of currencies
on December 8, after the Euro-
pean Commission declared that
enough progress had been made
in Brexit talks to move on to a
second phase of negotiations.

In early trading, sterling was up around
0.3 percent against the dollar and 0.4
percent against the euro. It also rose
against Japan’s yen, the Swiss franc,
theAustralian and Canadian dollarsand
aselection of other world currencies.

TheresaMay arrived in Brusselsin the
early hours of Friday, to stage a joint
press conference with EU leaders.

European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker said that “sufficient
progress’ had been made on all three
so-called “divorce issues’ — the Irish
border, afinancial settlement and EU
citizens rights.

The UK business community immedi-
ately welcomed the progress.

“After the noise and political
brinksmanship of recent days, news of
abreakthrough in the negotiationswill
be warmly welcomed by companies
across the UK,” said Adam Marshall,

director general of the British Chambers
of Commerce.

“Business will particularly cheer the
mutual commitment to atransition pe-
riod to support business confidence and
trade, and will want the details con-
firmed swiftly in the new year when
negotiatorsmove on to the big questions
around our futuretraderelationshipwith
the EU,” he added.

Stephen Martin, director general of the
Institute of Directors agreed.

“The most pressing concern for UK
companies hasbeentheir EU staff, who
have urgently needed certainty about
their futurein this country.

“We have groundsto hope now that our
memberswill be ableto send their em-
ployeesoff for the Christmas break feel-
ing more comfortable about their status
here,” he said.

Kallum Pickering, asenior economist at
bank Berenberg, said that asaresult of
this, firmsand householdswill likely ex-
pect that asoft Brexit has become more
likely.

“Higher business and household confi-
dence from the lower risk of a hard
Brexit should underpin stronger gainsin
long-lived consumption and investment,”
he said.
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Brexit breakthrough: ‘Palitically
bullet proof’ deal rulesout
hard bor der saystamseach

DUBLIN — Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar hailed a“ significant
day” for Ireland and said the
deal reached between the UK
and the EU Brexit negotiating
team contained a*“ politically
bullet proof” agreement to
avoid a hard border.

Hewas speaking at apress conference
in Dublin on the morning of December
8 after the European Commission de-
cided to recommend to EU |eadersthat
Brexit talks with the UK move on to
discussions about trade and their future
relationship after it decided “ sufficient
progress’ had been made.

KEY POINTS
The key points of the deal are aguar-
antee of no hard border in Ireland and
that the “ constitutional and economic
integrity of the United Kingdom” will
be maintained.

It has also been agreed that EU citi-
zens living in the UK and vice versa
will haverightsto live, work and study
protected. Special arrangements for
Irish peoplein the UK and British peo-
pleinIreland will also continue.

A financial settlement of the UK’s i-
abilitiestothe EU whichis“fair tothe
British taxpayer” has also been
reached.

Varadkar said the Irish Government had
“achieved all that we set out to achieve
in phase one of these negotiations’.

The deal has been sent to the leaders
of the EU 27 states ahead of a summit
next week with arecommendation that
it be accepted. If it is agreed, then
‘Phase Two’ talks on post-Brexit trade
deal between the UK and EU can now
go ahead.

The agreement also states that a sepa-
rate strand of the negotiationsin Phase
Twowill be concerned with Irishissues.

TAOISEACH Leo Varadkar met with DUP leader Arlene Foster
earlier this year.

Thebreakthrough followed an overnight
agreement reached between the com-
mission’s Brexit task force and Down-
ing Street which prompted British Prime
Minister Theresa May to fly to Brus-
sels to sign the deal with European
Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker. Juncker said the “result is of
courseacompromise.”

Varadkar said he was satisfied “suffi-
cient progress has now been made on
Irish issues, the parameters have now
been set and they are good.”

Leo
Varadkar
surges in
polls after

tough Brexit
stance

DUBLIN — Irish Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar’s Fine Gael party surgedinto
an 11-point lead in a poll on Tuesday,
December 5, gaining credit for the gov-
ernment’s Brexit negotiating stance and
indicating its recent near-collapse had
not hurt hispopularity.

Varadkar has played akey rolein ne-
gotiationsover Britain’ swithdrawl from
the European Union, insisting that aten-
tative deal struck on the Irish border
must be fulfilled if talks are to move
onto the next phase, as London wants.

Support for hisFine Gael party roseto
36 percent, while opposition FiannaFall
fell to 25 percent. Irish nationalist party
Sinn Feinremain unchanged, onjust 19
percent.

The taoiseach’s own approval ratings
roseto 53 percent, while 57 percent of
voters said they felt the country was
“ontheright track.”

That was in sharp contrast to a week
earlier when the tanaiste, his deputy
primeminister, had toresignto avert a
government collapse and election be-
fore Christmas, an episode that mem-
bers of Fine Gael feared would dam-
age both the party and itsleader.

Devil in the detall
says Surgeon as she
welcomes breakthrough

EDINBURGH — Scotland's First
Minister Nicola Sturgeon haswel-
comed a breakthrough in the first
phase of Brexit talks but warned
that the “devil isin the detail” of
the deal.

Shesaid “things now get really tough”
after the European Commission an-
nounced that ” sufficient progress’ had
been made to move negotiations on to
the next phase.

Intensive talks have been continuing
after theNorthern Irish Democratic Un-
ionist Party (DUP), which propsup the
minority Conservative Governmentin
Westminster, scuppered a deal aimed
at resolving the Irish border issue on
Monday, December 4.

Prime Minister Theresa May said the
fresh deal would guarantee the rights
of threemillion EU citizensinthe UK
and ensure there would be no hard bor-
der between Northern Ireland and the
Republic.

Sturgeon has said there is an opportu-
nity for thosein oppositionto unite be-
hind a“soft” Brexit, which would see
the whole of the UK stay inthesingle
market and customs union.

Responding to news of the deal on
Twitter, she said, “Move to phase 2 of
talks good — but devil is in the detail
and things now get really tough.

“If Brexitishappening (wish it wasn't)
staying in singlemarket & customsun-
ionisonly sensible option. And any spe-
cia arrangementsfor NI must beavail-
ableto other UK nations.”

She added, “An aside—aUK Govern-
ment that is ableto say that come what
may, it will avoid hard borderswith Ire-
land/NI after Brexit can never againtell
Scotland that independencewould mean
a hard border between Scotland and
UK.”

Scottish Conservative leader Ruth
Davidson wrote on Twitter, “ Good news
on moving to phase 2 in EU negotia-
tions. Now, let'stalk trade.”

Shecriticised Sturgeon for linking the
developmentsto Scottishindependence,
calling on the SNP leader to “giveit a
rest.”

“Right ontimeNicolaSturgeon usesany
Brexit development to bang the indy
drum. Could set your watch by it,” she
sad.

In a statement Davidson said the an-
nouncement was"“ areal step forward.”

Shesaid, “ Throughout this process, my
overriding priority has been to ensure
we act asone United Kingdom and no
homenationisleft behind.

“1 amthereforeglad that thismorning's
agreement ensures the integrity of the
UK.

“The work on a comprehensive trade
agreement with the EU27 can now be-
gin.

“Thiswill require more hard work and
patience. But | am optimistic that Brit-
ain and Europe can together build anew
relationship, underpinned by theties of
trade, shared values and mutual inter-
est. Itisinal our interests.”

Sohnnie Fox’s
IRISH SNUG

1033 GRANVILLE
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Are you .Scot yet?

.Scot is the domain name
for the worldwide

family of Scots

[t’s now available for individuals,
groups and businesses

connected to Seotland

To FIND OUT HOW TO BECOME A .SCOT VISIT
WWW.DOTSCOT.NET

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

After 22 years, Helen Ritchie, owner and
operator of Vancouver's premier Celtic
shop, is looking for a motivated individual
to take the reins of Celtic Creations.

A well-established retail store specializing in
the sale of Celtic jewellery, gifts and more,
Celtic Creations is considered one of
Canada's premier Celtic shops and the
"go-to" destination for Celtic wedding and
engagement rings. The business has a prime
Lonsdale Quay location, a curated selection of
Celtic products and knowledgeable sales staff.

This is an exciting opportunity to build on a
profitable business with a well-established
customer base and strong relationships with

key suppliers.

Please contact Helen
if you wish to discuss this opportunity.
helen@celticcreations.ca
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TEN people were killed when a police helicopter crashed into the
Clutha Vaults pub in the centre of Glasgow in November 2013.
Among those killed were (top) Tony Collins, Kirsty Nelis, Samuel
McGhee, (bottom) David Traill, Gary Arthur.

Five-year walit for
Glasgow helicopter
crash ‘unacceptable’

GLASGOW - Ten people were
killed when a police helicopter
crashed into the CluthaVaults pub
in the centre of Glasgow on No-
vember 29, 2013.

Thethree people on board the aircraft,
pilot David Traill (51), and policeoffic-
ersKirsty Nelis (36) and Tony Collins
(43), died along with six peopleinthe
pub; Robert Jenkins (61); Mark O’ Prey
(44); Colin Gibson (33); John
McGarrigle (57); Gary Arthur (48) and
Samuel McGhee (56). Joe Cusker (59),
died 13 days after the crash.

Survivorsand relatives of thosekilled
when the police helicopter crashed in
2013 have expressed frustration at the

delay when an inquiry into the deaths
was announced nearly five years after
the tragedy.

The Crown Office, which announced
thelong-awaited fatal accident inquiry
(FAI) on November 24, confirmed that
no criminal chargeswould be brought
after the helicopter ran out of fuel and
crashed whilereturning to base on the
banks of the Clyde.

Theinquiry is expected to start in the
autumn of 2018, almost fiveyears after
the accident.

Representatives of thosekilled and in-
juredinthecrash said thelength of time
taken to reach this stage was unaccept-
able
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LOCALS in Castlecary fought to save passengers in challenging
conditions with sub-zero temperatures and snow. Thirty-five peo-
ple died and 179 were injured in the 1937 rail disaster.

Memorial marks 80 years
dancetran disaster

The Castlecary rail disaster cost 35
people their lives in a freezing snow-
storm on a December Friday night in
1937.

Another 179 were hurt in the tragedy
when an Edinburgh to Glasgow express
ploughedinto astationary train just west
of Castlecary —asmall villagein North
Lanarkshire, Scotland.

Among the dead were the seven train
crew and an eight-year-old girl.

The crash happened in the evening of
December 10, 1937 asthe expressfrom
Edinburgh Waverley wastravelling at
high speedinablizzard.

Both the express and the other train,
from Dundee, were bound for Queen
Street Station.

The Dundeetrain wasrunning late and
had stopped at signals outside

Castlecary Station when the express
train rammed into the stationary car-
riages.

Aninvestigation after theincident found
a signaller error was to blame, with
driver error and challenging weather
conditions contributing factors.

For yearsthe disaster wasremembered
by thelocal peoplein Castlecary witha
makeshift memorial by the side of the
railway.

But, keen to create afitting tribute to
those who died and those who helped
inthe aftermath of theterrible tragedy,
Castlecary Community Council created
a permanent memorial in 2007, made
from railway sleepers, pieces of track
and a wheel from a piece of rolling
stock.

Victimsof the disaster will beremem-
bered at the ceremony this December.

Scotland's Christmas festivities

start way too early in the season

author Irvine
Welsh, now a
resident of Chi-
cago, once said that hethought
Scotland amundane place un-
til heleft it.

When he started travelling he discov-
eredthat it “isactually one of the most
weird, crazy, eccentric [expletive de-
leted] places|’ve ever been.”

As someone who has done his share of
livingin Scotland and leavingit, | think
I know what heis getting at.

Take, for instance, the great GreggsNa-
tivity sceneimbroglio of mid-Novem-
ber.

For those unacquainted with it, Greggs
isanational bakery chain with itsori-
ginsin Newcastle.

From there, it soon spread north swal-
lowing up Rutherglen Bakery in Glas-
gow among others. It now has a spe-
cial placein the Scottish heart (punin-
tended) with no fewer than 149 stores
across the country.

One constant over the years has been
the Scottish fondnessfor Greggs' prod-
ucts.

Theall-ageslineupfor lunchtime, pas-
try-wrapped meat of dubious prov-
enance at the 149 outletsis something
to behold.

The sausageroll isaparticular favour-
ite. For many years it has even been
celebrated with itsown T-shirt bearing
the slogan “Sex and Drugs and Sau-
sage Rolls,” aplay on asong lyric by
rock star lan Dury.

Recently someone in the organisation
decided that it would be agood ideato
promote Greggs' advent calendar and
its promise of sundry freetreats by re-
placing baby Jesusinthe Nativity scene
with asausageroll.

Thiswastoo much for some, especially
coming on the back of apricerisein
October which took the sausageroll to
anew high of 90 pence for one.

Christian groups were especially of-
fended and Greggs soon i ssued the now
standard corporate apology about not
meaning to give offence etc.

The controversy soon rolled on but it
did leave behind some new takeson old
carolse.g. “O Crumb, All Ye Faithful .

Perhaps the most remarkable thing
about Greggssilly pre-Christmas sea-
sonwasthat it took placeinthemiddle
of November and was late by other
standards.

Christmas paraphernaliastarted to ap-
pear in shops here in early October; a
phenomenon that is not unique to Scot-
land but one that had the effect of

By
HARRY
McGRATH

putting Scottish Halloween in the shade.

Ontheplusside, thisat least muted the
annual gripe about current Halloween
practices being imported, invented
North American traditions.

The supermarkets dutifully put pump-
kins next to the Christmas stuff and
children could be seen Trick-or-treat-
ing, though in modest numbers com-
pared to Canada.

There was still the occasional voice
raised in defence of carving turnips
rather than pumpkins, guisinginstead of
Trick-or-treating and dookin’ for apples
instead of filling up on sweeties, but even
those making a case for the old ways
know it'salost cause.

Early November &l so saw somestrange
happeningsin the centre of Edinburgh.

A big wheel appeared in Princes Street
Gardensaong with one of those pillars
with seatsthat pullsyou slowly into the
stratosphere before plummeting you
back to earth.

Another of these stomach churnerswas
erected in George Street which paral-
lelsPrinces Street, asymbol of therapid
expansion of “Edinburgh Christmas’ in
recent years.

Soon there were myriads of huts sell-
ing decorations, mulled wineand toques
with tassels.

| attended “Light Night” and the switch-
ing on of the Norwegian Christmastree
whichisgifted to Edinburgh every year.

¥
.
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Carolsboomed over loud speakersand
people wished each other a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. It
was November 19.

All this premature joy was somewhat
tempered, at least in those who noticed,
by the “ring of steel” around the fes-
tivities. It included armed policemen
and newly-erected concrete barriers.

If | had to nominate onething from the
variousweird, crazy or eccentric things
that have dominated headlinesin Scot-
land ahead of Christmas, however, it
would bethe surprise appearance of the
recently-resigned Scottish Labour
leader Kezia Dugdale on atelevision
programmecalled “I’'m aCelebrity Get
me Out of Here.”

| am not sureif thereisany equivalent
show in Canadabut, if thereisn't, the
country should consider itself blessed.

Theideaisthat “celebrities’ aretaken
off toa“jungle” inAustralia, deprived
of al creature comforts and subjected
tovarioushumiliating and/or debilitat-
ingtrias.

In Dugdal€'s case she was introduced
to the doubtful pleasure of wading
through fish guts and spiders and was
directed to drink apig anus milkshake.

Booted off in the second round, she now
faces the prospect of returning to Scot-
land to explainto her constituentswhere
she has been (not that they don’t know
aready); face apossible enquiry from
her party concerning her unauthorised
absence; and deal with speculation that
she may be planning to defect to the
Scottish National Party or quit politics
completely.

In short, when Christmas does finally
arriveit won’t be amoment too soon.

Thecdendar hasfinaly ticked over into
December so | trustit’snot too early to
wish all my readers and friends in
Canadaavery Merry Christmasand a
Happy New Year.

THE ANNUAL Edinburgh Christmas festival features myriads of
huts selling decorations, mulled wine and toques with tassels.

and finishing in George Square.

Thousands of Santas turn
Glasgow red and white

Thousands of Santas turned Glasgow red and white to raise money for * =
a cancer charity on Sunday, December 10. .

A sell-out 7,500 crowd braved sub-zero temperatures for the event,
which this year is in aid of the Beatson Cancer Charity.

Since the inaugural race in 2006 the Glasgow Santa Dash has raised
more than £200,000 for various charities.

Runners of all ages took part in the annual Santa Dash 5K, starting
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New ‘World Peace Tartan’

now avallable at

TARTANTOWN offers a huge
selection of everything Scottish
in Coquitlam, B.C. Pictured
above is owner/general man-
ager Terry Lee with a sample of
some of their gift products.

ar

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
COQUITLAM, BC — Tartantown has
been an established presence at the
same location on Clarke Road in
Coquitlam for the past 30 years.

Asthe namewould indicate, thisretail
shop offers everything Scottish from
kiltsand Highland dressto awide gift
selection of crystal and jewellery. You
can also sign up here for either High-
land dance or bagpipe lessons.

With Christmas, Hogmanay and Robbie
Burns fast approaching, | spoke with
Tartantown owner and general manager
Terry Lee about their new merchan-
disefor Christmas, and of course Hog-
manay and Robbie Burnsarevery busy
timesin the Scotti sh community.

Terry said, “This year we have ex-
panded a bit more into wool scarves
and stoles. For example, we have the
new World Peace Tartan.”

Thistartan from Scottish Creationswas
created to promote a global message
of peace. The light blue colour repre-

Tartantown

Celebrating 40 Years of Service!

Highland Dress - Scottish Giftware - Kilt Rentals
Highland Dance - Bagpipes and Bands

555 Clarke Rd., Coquitlam

www.tart

|
owmn.com

604-936-8548

tantown

sents the presence, hope and potential
of the United Nations.

Scotlandissymbolized by the purpleand
green of the Scottish thistle.

Thered and black are reminders of the
realities of war and violence and the
great need for new living culture of non-
violence.

Thewhite running through the pattern
providesacounterbalance by peaceand
light.

The tartan was launched on June 22,
2012 when the first ever World Peace
Tartan scarf was presented to the Dalai
Lamaduring avisit to Edinburgh.

Alsonew thisyear at Tartantown isthe
Heather Gems jewellery collection,
which is made from the root of the
heather flower and every stone is
unique.

Sothestoreisfilled with great giftideas
and has|otsto offer for the holidays.

Terry said, “We have two busy seasons
for renting the Highland dress costumes.
Our busiest isfor weddingsfrom June
to September, and then December and
January for Hogmanay and Burnstime
isalsovery busy.”

Last year Terry Lee stepped down
from hisposition as pipe major with the
award-winning SFU Pipe Band and
became an adjudicator on the Royal
Scottish Association judging panel,
something hereally likesdoing.

He said, “I actually seem to be going
back to Scotland more now than when
| was competing with the pipe band.
Thereismoreinternational judging now
and | will be going down to New Zea-
land in March for their pipe band com-
petitions. It'ssomething I’ m quite en-
joying.”

Accessto Tartantown just got awhole
lot easier with the opening of the new
Burquitlam, Skytrain station earlier this
year. It is located directly across the
street from the shop.

Tartantown is located at 555 Clarke
Road in Coquitlam. For more infor-
mation, call (604) 936-8548 or visit:
www.tartantown.com.

DELTA POLICE
PIPE BAND BURNS DINNER

Phato: Trevor ’Black

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHY THE DELTA POLICE
PIPE BAND'S BURNS' DINNER CELEBRATION IS THE
LARGEST OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD WITH OVER 800
GUESTS ATTENDING OVER TWO NIGHTS?

Well, here is your chance to find out as the band that has played three times
on stage with Sir Paul McCartney still has tickets available for their
Friday, January 19th, 2018 Burns' dinner and show.

This event will be held at the Sacred Heart School hall at
3900 Arthur Drive, Ladner. B.C. with doors opening at 6:00 PM.

Our guests are treated to a prime rib dinner buffet, 3 performances by the band,
highland dancing, singing, a huge single malt whisky bar and of course the
traditional “Toast to the Haggis”. Dancing to the “The Earthmen” until the

wee hours of the morning always concludes the evening.

Tickets are $60.00 per person and can be purchased at Grapes 4 U at
5101 Ladner Trunk Road, Ladner, B.C. (604-940-9463), by contacting the
band line at: 604-940-5040 or emailing:dppbburns@gmail.com

A PERFECT GIFT OR STOCKING STUFFER
HRISTMAS OR HOGMANAY!

Learn to play pipes
and drums with the
World Champions!

Interested?
The SFU Pipe Band’s

Pace 11

All Your Favourites From England
Ireland, Scotland and Wales

ALL SET FOR BL
G

world-famous teaching
program for children starts
immediately.
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MACSWEEN

#107 - 20353 64th & 203

gl VIV (NS MACSWEEN
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» MacSween Haggis
» Traditional Scottish Napkins

» Table Runners

s Irn Bru

* Tablet

« Edinburgh Rock

 Harris Tweed Caps & Hand Bags
» Haggis Pies & Tattie Scones

= Ayrshire Bacon
* Lorne Sausage

» Well Fired Bread
* Empire Biscuits

Lots of fun ¢ Great instruction

infoblackpudding@gmail.com
blackpuddingimports.ca

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9:30AM-5PM
SUNDAYS | 1AM-5PM

For information, call:

(604) 942-5118
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Irish
Christmas
Traditions

IRELAND hasawide number
of Christmas traditions that
are steeped in the Gaelic and
Cathoalic heritage of the coun-

try.

The Wren Boy Procession
The Wren Boy Procession has been
revived in recent years with parades
being held on St. Stephens Day in
Sandymount in Dublin and other loca-
tions. Thereare several legendsregard-
ing the ‘wren boy’.

Onesuchtaletellsof aplotinavillage
against some British soldiers during
Penal times.

The soldierswere surrounded and were
about to be ambushed when a group of
wrenspecked ontheir drumsraising the
alarm.

The plot failed and thus the wren be-
cameknown as‘ The Devil’sBird'.

To commemorate this deed a proces-
sion takes place where a pole with a
holly bush is carried from house to
house and families dress up in old
clothes and with blackened faces.

In ancient times an actual wren bird
would be killed and placed on top of
thepole.

It is possible that the very Irish tradi-
tion of visiting houses of friends and
relativeson St. Stephens Day tracesits
origintothese events.

The Christmas Candle
in the Window
A tradition that was very widespread
in the 1970s but which seemsto be dy-
ing out somewhat and especially inur-
ban areasisthe‘ candlein thewindow’.

Symbolically the candlerepresented a
welcome to Joseph and Mary as they
wandered in search of lodgings. The
candleindicated to strangers and espe-
cially to the poor that there may be an
offering of food in the house within.

During the Penal Times in Ireland
Cathalic priestswereforbidden to per-
form Mass so the candle acted as a
covert signal that the occupier was a
Catholic believer and that mass could
be held on the premises.

Mary the mother of Jesus was espe-
cialy reveredin Ireland at Christmas.
Therearemany traditionsinvolving girls
named Mary which at onetimewas by
far the most popular female name in
the country.

The candlein thewindow was oftento
be lit by a girl named Mary and only
extinguished by her. The removal of
decorationsin January were also often
to be punctuated by avisit fromaMary.

The Christmas Laden Table
The centre-piece of the Christmas holi-
day in Ireland isthe Christmas Dinner.
After the often lavish meal the kitchen
tablewasagain set and on it was placed
some bread and milk and the table
adorned with thewelcoming candle.

If Mary and Joseph, or any wandering
traveller, happened by then they could
avail of the hospitality.

DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

)/9(
RN =2,

W s

It was far and away the busiest
day in the town, a fascinating
mixture of the Christmas spirit
and hard-nosed business.

For me, the big task was to buy
seven presents with a solitary
pound note in my pocket, the fruit
of three months' saving, though
setting out that morning | thought
| had afortune.

A set of four hair combsfor my grand-
mother, a half-dozen razor blades for
my grandfather, abox of multi-coloured
soaps for my mother and sweets for
my sisters made up my shopping list.

The market square was buzzing with
the“making of thededl,” an event which
inevitably provoked heated argument,
exaggerated claims and affected disin-
terest and which ended either in stub-
born resistance or with warm hand-
shakesand “ God Blessyou mam and a
happy Christmasto you and yours.”

Thethreeitems sold on the squarewere
geese, turkeys and Christmas trees.

The trees were subjected to intense
scrutiny: al trees had to be the genuine
article, the faintest suggestion of any-
thing artificial wasregarded as nothing
lessthan sacrilege.

In the centre of the square a group of
tuneless singers made up a raucous
street choir, managing to turn thetime-
lessclassic Slent Night into acontra-
dictioninterms.

Asthey weretrying to raise money for
St. Vincent de Paul and it was the sea-
son of goodwill to all menandwomenl|
felt obliged to give them a shiny
thrupenny piece.

Therewasthe obligatory excursion to
the friary for Mass preceded by con-
fession for which we queued intermi-
nably.

Despite the solemnity of the Mass, the
smell of incense smelt more beautiful
than aspringtime primrose.

The main shopswerethen visited.

The prices of the most important items
were carefully collated, before neces-
sities as well as luxuries were pur-
chased, stretching family financial re-
sourcesto thevery limit.

A high level of skill was needed to fit
all the ingredients for the Christmas
feast into the boot of the car.

The highlight of the day was avisit to
the biggest shop in town to see Santa
Claus.

Thetoyshop waslikeAladdin'scaveto
my spellbound eyes. | alwaysloved the
way the little bell went “ching” as |
opened thedoor.

Armed withashining two-shilling piece,
agift from my grandfather, the requi-
site fee for the honour of receiving
Santa, | took my placeinthequeueina
state of high excitement.

By thetimewe got home, Grandpahad
litafirewhenwearrived. Althoughthe
light was off, the fire gave leaping
flames, dancing shadows and a rosy
glow.

On Big Saturday night the decorations
wereawaysput up. The Christmastree
wasnormally thefirst to be decorated.

After great debate, the nicest cardswe

HRISTMAS really began in earnest on
“Big Saturday,” the Saturday before
Christmas, when we journeyed into
4 town to “bring home the Christmas.”

By JOHN SCALLY

had received were sel ected and exhib-
ited on the mantl epiece amidst a sea of
tinsel and hally.

We cheated by putting two rows of
string acrossthe ceiling and hanging up
the nicest cards from previous years.

A turnip was carefully chosen to play
reluctant host to atall white Christmas
candle, which was neatly adorned with
sprigsof red berry holly and dispatched
onthekitchen window-sill.

We parcelled our small presents, wrote
cards, showing old world people in
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century
clothes walking about snowy land-
scapes.

We helped or hindered our mother in
putting up the decorations on thetree.

The tree was to be decked out with
lovely stars, bobbles, red and green and
gold, crisscrossing in a kaleidoscopic
display of colour.

On the branches were little candles
never to belighted because my grand-
father was afraid of fire. On the top of
thetreewas atin foil star.

Therewerelittlesilver balls, lightslike
tiny stars and pale-coloured tinsel
threaded among the branches.

Near the top of the tree was strung a
row of crinkled silver papier-méaché
bells, each one with a clapper made
from avarnished nut. Round the bot-
tom were set boxes of presents done
up in pretty paper tied with red ribbon.

The goose which wasto form themain
course for the Christmas dinner was
plucked and | eft hanging on the back of
the shed door outside.

Disaster struck one night when amini
storm caused the door to open, allow-
ing our two cats to enter. By the fol-
lowing morning, thegooselooked rather
anaemic.

A crisiswasaverted when aneighbour
gaveusoneof hisgeese, inreturnfor a
few bags of turnips.

| often wondered if inthe middle of the
Fourth Century, when Pope Julius| de-
cided that Christ was born on the 25th
of December in the year 0, he could
have foreseen the implications of this
datefor turkeysand geesein theyears
to come.

On Christmas Evein dark’s dull den-
sity, the curtains were stripped off the
windows and a single candle was put
toburnineach sill until themorning.

Then we hung up our stockings near
our beds. We borrowed the biggest
stockingswe could find from our grand-
father.

They were to be filled not by Father
Christmasbut by our grandparents. Torn
by longingswe were unableto assuage,
we wereincapable of settling.

Anticipation was always the keenest
pleasure. Bursting with impatience, we
resolved to stay awake al night, to
sneak a peep through the bannister, to
catch aglimpse of Santa'sred cloak.

The stockings were not to be touched

until after the Christmasdinner. Then,
the presents were pulled out and ex-
amined with squeaks of delight and ex-
citement.

These were muffled asfar as possible
tolet my grandfather have his custom-
ary snooze onthechair, amuffling proc-
ess helped by unwrapping and eating a
few barsof delicious Cadbury’s choco-
late. Our feet hardly touched the ground
withdelirium.

On Christmas morning wewoke early,
long before the first faint vestiges of
light illuminated the specklings of frost
on the hard ground.

We rushed downstairs, drawn asif by
amagnet to the place under the Christ-
mastree, where hopefully Santa Claus
had nesatly piled our presents.

Competition wasintense asto who was
to bethefirst to make thediscovery, to
shriek out: “He came, He came!” our
excitement transmitting like electricity;
our shining facesafitting reward to the
idea of Santa.

We aways had porridge for breakfast
on Christmas morning. My mother as-
sured methat the Celtswere responsi-
ble for Christmas pudding, which
started life as nothing more than agreat
big bow! of porridge.

It wasyears|ater that | discovered that
not everyone had porridge for Christ-
mas.

My mother also told me that at one
stage the most hated figurein Irish his-
tory, Cromwell, had banned all Christ-
mas festivities to prevent people from
enjoying themselves.

Cromwell had always been my béte
noir because of hisremark, which never
failed to anger me: “To hell or to Con-
nacht.”

Hisviewson Christmas convinced me
that he was not just dastardly but daft.

At Mass that morning there was a
crush of people.

The attendance was swelled by emi-
grantshomefor Christmas, awelcome
respitefor familiesdivided by economic
necessity.

Christmas Eve was atime of delirious
reunions astrainsand busesto Athlone
and Roscommon brought husbands, fa-
thers, daughters, sons, girlfriends and
boyfriends hometo the bosom of their
families.

The later morning hours ran on to the
day’shighlight, Christmasdinner, roast
goose with ham and potato stuffing.

The dessert was to be Christmas pud-
ding boiledinliquid blueflamesfroma
tablespoonful of brandy heated over a
candle, and mince pies.

After Mass, preparationsfor the Christ-
mas dinner began in earnest.

A special tablecloth wastaken out from
under itshiding placeand the best china
and delph were rescued from the top
shelf in the cupboard.

The atmosphere was as Dickensian as
Scrooge after the ghosts.

Traditional Christmas Pudding

This recipe dates back to the |ate Nineteenth Century. Although Christmas
puddings should be madewell in advance, it is possibleto makethis pudding
on Christmas Eve with very successful results.

8 oz currants

8 0z. sultanas

80z. stonedraisins

8 0z. Barbados sugar

4 oz. grated beef suet

4 0z. fresh breadcrumbs
40z. ground amonds

4 0z. blanched amonds, chopped
4 0z. mixed candied peel

6 0z. cooking apple, peeled and finely
chopped

80z. plainflour

Finely grated rind of 1lemon
Finely grated rind of 1 orange
2thsp. lemonjuice

3fl. oz. stout

4 eggs, beaten

1/2 0z. ground mixed spice
1/4 tsp. grated nutmeg

1/4 tsp. ground cinnamon
Pinch of salt

5 thsp. brandy

Mix all the ingredients together in a
large bow! with 2 tablespoons of the
brandy. Pour the mixture into a
greased 3 1/2 pint pudding basin and
cover with adouble layer of greased,
waxpaper or duminum foil-pleatedin
themiddletoallow for expansion. Tie
string under the rim and across the
top to make a handle. Place a trivet
in the base of a large saucepan.
Lower the pudding into the saucepan
and fill with enough boiling water to
come two-thirds of the way up the
sides of the basin. Pour in more boil-
ing water if necessary.

When the pudding is cooked, pour the
remaining brandy over thesurfaceand
re-cover. To reheat, boil gently for 3-
4 hours. To serve, decorate with a
sprig of holly and flambéwith warmed
brandy, if desired. Can also be served
with delicious Devonshire Cream.




Merry Christmas from the

i
Western Canada Division %

of the GAA

# Calgary Chieftains
Edmonton Wolfe Tones #47,
@ Fraser Vallev Gaels
Vancouver Harps .
& Regina Gaels
Calgary Fianna @
& Winnipeg Trinity

To get involved in your local GAA Club
visit westerncanadagaa.ca

okanagan Irish Society

To all our members and friends in the

Okanagan & elsewhere - we wish you a very

happy and meaningful Christmas

President: Bob Hillis
Email: bobhillis8@gmail.com | Phone: 604 506 3208

Irish Women’s
Network of BC

Wishes you peace
and joy at Christmas
Beannachtai na Nollaig

www.irishwomenbc.net

Upcoming event:
Nollaig na mBan, Sunday, January 7th,
Mahony & Sons Pub, Stamps Landing, Vancouver

It’s our 20th anniversary in 2018!
Keep an eye out on our website for special celebrations

Peace to all
our Cherished 9,
» Celtic Readers f
from all of us
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Maura De Freitas - Publisher/Editor
Catholine Butler - Advertising
and Promotions Manager
Colleen Carpenter - Copy Editor
Thary Chhom - Graphics Advertising
Philomena Daly - Accounting

Distribution: Arlyn Lingat
¢ Eifion Williams * Joanne Long
» Linda Robb ¢ Frank Dudfield
* Deirdre O’Ruaire « Mary & Ray Fynes
* Bill Duncan ¢ Laurie Lang
* Oliver Grealish = Allison Moore
* Nanci Spicker  Heather Murphy

Special thanks to our dedicated writers
& many volunteers who continue
to help us bring our newspaper
to you each month.

A150: OUR WARMEST APPRECIATION TO

ALL OUR SUPPORTERS AND ADVERTISERS -

YOUR SUPPORT HAS BEEN THE LIFEBLOOD
OF THIS NEWSPAPER.

Nollaig fé shéin
is fé mhaise dhaoibh go Iéir

A very Happy Christmas to everyone
around the Pacific Northwest!
From Seattle’s Irish Heritage Club

and its affiliated programs:

Ceol Cascadia Irish Music Association; Friends of St.
Patrick in Seattle; Irish Heritage Players; Irish
Network Seattle; Irish Reels Film Festival; Seattle
Gaels Gaelic Football, Hurling & Camogie; Seattle
Galway Sister City Association; Seattle Irish
Immigrant Support; and Tacoma Rangers Hurling &
Gaelic Football.

www.irishclub.org




Merry Y Christmas
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j &( 2 12546-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta TSL 0X3
Q * Tek: 7B0-453-2248 Fax: 760-451-5969

The Executive of the Irish Sports and

Social Society Would like to wish o 0 _

All Our Members & their families _ . Seasons Greetings & all the best

A Very Merry Christmas & ' for a prosperous New Year

A Happy & Prosperous New Year y from New West Gypsum Recycling 2

- President Martin Doyle P i to the Irish and Celtic Community

CATERING FOR WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES, Check out our websits
BIRTHDAYS & ANY OTHER SPECIAL OCCASIONS for more infermation
Entertalnment every Saturday Night www.edmontonirishclub.ca

When next visiting Edmonton, drop into the Irish Centre
and enfoy our friendly Alberta bospitality

WHITE ROCK IRISH CLUB

No"aig agus Athbhliain faci shan is faci mhaise dhaoibh
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and the New Year to Everyone

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Our big St. Patrick's celebration ~ President, Sharon Woods,
March 17th — Dinner Dance — L 604-338-3553
Hazelmere Golf & Country Club K Irish Club of White Rock

¥
§ ) ': © Wishing Peace and Happiness for Christmas
§

At the close of another year

we pause to wish You and Yours

A owarm and

£ f ' 2 happy Christmas
3 Seadons CGreetings | e and
H f}wm the 0’6/’2@% @W "y -4 A New Year of health,

happiness, and prosperity

William Kelly & Sons Plumbing
Contractors (1989) Ltd.

WEST LIMERICK HOLDINGS LTD. T Mechancial Contractors
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT and MANAGEMENT TS : Located in BC - AB - SK

ST T P T X P T T TR YR A PR TIPSt T IR N M P Y Y A N T R T T
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Tel: (604) 879-3485 %% Fax: (604) 879-4905
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We wish all our members & friends a

Very Happy & Holy Christmas
& All The Joys of The New year

Welsh Society of
Vancouver

Wishes everyone a

For more information about the Irish Heritage Society of Canada

JH e A MM T RN

i Contact: (604) 948-2685 . | Merry Christmas and a
—rrre— S | Happy New Year

Cambrian Hall,
215 East 17", Avenue,
Vancouver V5V 1A6

Lynn Owens-Whalen,
President

For information about the Society Christmas and
upcoming events visit www.WelshSociety.com

THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF

PROCOAT:OATlNGs LTD.

EST. 1990

- ke o o e B e e e ol
L T A Gl i e e

A
PROCOAT

COATINGS LTD.
——

from our family to yours,
(DERRY
CARISOMAS

and happy NEW VEAR! :

Extend Seasons Greetings

to all with every good
wish for 2018

"Bl she forgioing spiris of Him to whoms
we dedicate this season prevail again on earth.
May hunger disappear and terrorists cease
their senseless acts.
May people live in freedom, worshiping
as they see fit, loving others.

May the sanctity of the home be ever preserved.
May peace, everlasting peace, reign supreme."”

- Soundings, Vol. 2, #12

6632 - 90TH AVENUE S.E.
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2C 2T3

E-MAIL: PROCOATCETELUS.NET
TEL: (403) 236-0988 FAX: (403) 236-0993
WWW.PROCOATLTD.COM
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Merry” " Christmas
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Rogue Folk Club THE IRISH SPORTING 4,4
Celebrating 31 Years of the best Celtic & Roots! & SOCIAL CLUB
www.roguefolk.com VANCOUVER

See you at The Rogue in

; The ISSC would like to thank members,
2018 at such sHows as: supporters and sponsors for their continuing

generosity and support throughout the year.

e Connie Kaldor gan 13)

e Jim Byrnes (January 19)

* Beppe Gambetta ¢an 26)

e Ten Strings & Goatskin

+ Ben & Anita (Feb4)

" Fiddle Festival (Feb 9-11)
e Stephen Fearing (Feb 23)
Wishing all our friends + o TAN (February 25)

at the Celtic Connection « Tom Russell (March 3)

and all its readers e Chris Smither (March 10)
a hearty Wassail! e Fraser & Haas (March 11)

: St. James Hall, 3214 West 10th Avenue
Tickets & Info (604) 736-3022
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Le geac dea-gui don nollaig agus don at bliain.
With every good wish for Christmas and the New Year

We are looking forward to getting back to playing
Gaelic Football, Hurling and Camogie in March 2018!

Unique Calendars On Sale!!

Please see our website for
Spring and Summer Tournament Dates
and also for our Academy for all levels

e L A A A L M o T Bk B Mk e T e M N 2 T R M e 3 K

For more information about club activities:
Www.isscvancouwr.com

i~

WHERE THE MUSIC
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download weekly at
www.worldbeatcanada.com
Sundays @ 4pm, AM 1470, CJVB Vancouver

SRR EAAAARRARFR AT ITT LR FR LR
s

Seasons Greetings

to all our customers and friends
from Catherine Brennan-Schwarz
! and all the drivers and staff at

The Legal
== Alternative

(L.A.C. Courier Div. of 387164 B.C. Ltd.)

Ii5 Long & McQuade
mmmm VUSICAL INSTRUMENTS %

Sales / Rentals / Repairs / Lessons / In-Store Financing / Print Music

LOCATIONS IN:

Abbotsford = Chilliwack = Courtenay * Kamloops « Langley = Nanaimo = North Vancouver
Port Coquitlam = Prince George * Richmond * Surrey * Vancouver » Victoria * White Rock

Guaranteed Economical Overnight
Delivery Service For Barristers and
Solicitors Throughout the Lower Mainland
* Delivery within two days to Victoria

Call (604) 873-3738
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To find a location nearest you or to shop online,
visit us at www.long-mcquade.com
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Ireland’s Minister of Defence
Welcomed to Vancouver

VANCOUVER - On Thurs-
day, November 16, the Em-
bassy of Ireland hosted are-
ception to welcome Minister
of State at the Departments of
An Taoiseach and Defence
with Special Responsibility
for Defence, Paul Kehoe,
T.D.

Jim Kelly the Irish Ambassador to
Canada welcomed the minister to
the reception held at Brockton Pa-
vilion in Stanley Park.

Earlier thisyear, Ireland’sMinister for
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Simon
Coveney announced the opening of a
new permanent Irish consulatein Van-
couver by the end of 2018.

[PHOTOS: Courtesy of Brendan
Flynn, Chair of the Ireland Canada
Monument Committee.]

TURN to page 18
inthis issue
for our exclusive interview
with Minister Paul Kehoe

PHOTO: Al Harvey
AERIAL PHOTO of Wainborn
Park in Vancouver where the
proposed Ireland Canada Monu-
ment will be located.

Ireland
Canada
Monument
fundraising
campaign

VANCOUVER —The Ireland Canada
Monument project has launched a
GoFundme campaign as part of the
fundraising effort toward establishing a
monument in Vancouver, British Colum-
bia

The project has been spearheaded by
Brendan Flynn and wasinspired by the
visit of President of Ireland Mary
McAleeseto Vancouver in 2005.

The Ireland Canada Monument Soci-
ety wasincorporated in June 2010 asa
non-profit. All directorsand members
of the society volunteer their timeand
effortsto the completion of thishistoric
project.

In June 2017, the Monument Society
was delighted to have a site approved
by Vancouver Park Board at Wainborn
Park, False Creek, Vancouver, British
Columbia.

All donations go towards the comple-
tion of the project. If you can help sup-
port the campaign, please visit:
www.gofundme.com/the-ireland-
canada-monument.

NOLLAIG SHONE DHAOIBH
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

THANKS AGAIN TO ALL
FOR YOUR BUSINESS
IN 2017
| OFFER THE BEST
REAL ESTATE
ADVICE,
HELPING YOU
Deirdre Halferty TO MAKE THE
Calgary West Realty BEST REAL ESTATE
Serving Calgary & Area DECISIONS.
(403) 813-5337
www.dhalferty.com
JIM KELLY, Ambassador of Ireland to Canada (centre), is pic- || dhalferty@shaw.ca I LOVE REFERRALS

tured with (L-R) Lar Quigley, Gertie O’'Shea, Brendan Dalton and
Eilis Courtney (president of the Irish Women’s Network).

*

‘A Canadian company with an experienced Irish realtor”

Pace 17

IRISh SPORTS ano soclal SocicTy comoncon

12546-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta TSL 0X3 Tel: 780-453-2249 Fax: 780-451-5069
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ENTERTAINMENT

December 31
GUESTS at the reception (L-R) George McDonnell, William New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance with the Black Velvet Band
Donnellan, Teresa McDonnell, Gwen McCamley, Tony McCamley.
January 20

Robbie Burns Night

February 10
Valentines Night Specials

*Every second Thursday there will be an Open Stage Jam Session.

Come and enjoy some music!

www.edmontonirishelub.ca

IRELAND CANADA Monument Project members (L-R-) Claire Fox,
Brendan Flynn, Theresa Thoreson (paralegal), Teresa McDonnell.

TransCold

SERVICES LTD

+ HVAC « Electrical » Mechanical

ééb
WARMEST GREETINGS

Tl}

Refrigeratio

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

10 ALL OUR
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MAURE and Jim Speiran with Maria Eviston. [Jim Speiran is
an honorary lifetime president of the Vancouver Irish Sporting
and Social Club. Maria Eviston is the new Chairperson of the
ISSC.]

604 888 4691

Quote of the Month

CHRISTMAS is a time of giving and generosity so we thought it appro-
priate to quote this 1 John 3:17 bible passage as a reminder of those
less fortunate: “If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother
or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be
in that person?”

» C,Lu rently Hnmq
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EU Migrant Crisis: Since 2015 Ireland has rescued

DECEMBER 2017/JANUARY 2018

over 17,000 migrants in the Mediterranean

ANCOUVER—-Paul KehoeTD, Irdand’s
Minister of State at the Department of
Defence, was in Vancouver last month

for the 2017 UN Peacekeeping Defence |

Ministerial conference.

Over 500 delegates from
more than 70 countries and
international organizations
gathered along with repre-
sentatives from the African
Union, the European Union,
NATO and the Organisation
internationale de la
Francophonieto discussim-
provements to UN peace-
keeping operations.

Minister Kehoe spoke to The Celtic
Connection during hisvisit about I re-

land’'sroleininternational peacekeep-
ing effortsalong with domestic policy.

Interview by
Maura De Freitas

CC: Welcometo Vancouver Minister.
What isthe purpose of thisconference
and what isIreland’s participation?

PAUL KEHOE: This conferenceisa
great opportunity to meet with and
have aconversation with other minis-
tersfrom Europe and the wider world.

It is a great opportunity also for Ire-
land to be able to highlight the work
that they do in peacekeeping under the
UN flag abroad in such placesasMali,
L ebanon and the Golan Heightsin Is-
rael.

CC: In our current climate of global
uncertainty can you speak to me about
Ireland’s role with international de-
fence efforts?

PK: Well, Ireland isaneutral country
which means that we are not part of
any military lines, but that does not
mean that we don’'t engage and play
our part in the various international
crisis whether at the EU level or the
UN level. We must engage and par-
ticipatein issues of international con-
cerns.

Ireland currently has 11 missions— 10
land missions and one seamission.

The sea mission is where the naval
service are deployed to the Mediter-
ranean. In July this year, | secured
government and Dail approval tojoin
up with Operation Sophiawhichisan
EU mission in the central Mediterra-
nean where we already had one ves-
sel operating as part of the UN man-
dated mission.

Previousto this, since 2015, we were
deployed to the Mediterranean and res-
cued over 17,000 migrants, sowehave
been ahuge contributor inthe migrant
crisis.

We also have alittle over 600 troops
in 10 different land missions, so for a
small country likelreland to make such
an impact is very much seen and ap-
preciated by the UN.

CC: That is a staggering number —
17,000 migrants—that Ireland hasres-
cued inthe Mediterranean.

PK: Yes, thelrish Naval Servicefrom
2015tomid-2017 rescued alittle over
17,000 migrantson the Mediterranean.

CC: How has the migrant crisisin Eu-
rope changed Ireland’ s approach to do-
mestic defence and Ireland’ s position of
neutrality?

PK: WEell, Ireland has always been an
active participant in the EU common
security and defence policy.

Let me state that the migrant crisis has
not affected Ireland’ srole and involve-
ment in the common security and de-
fence policy in which we have always
positively and actively participated.

In recognition of the migrant crisis, we
have recently joined Operation Sophia
where we are assisting with the collec-
tive efforts to help migrants counter
criminal elements.

Of course, thisisachange from where
wewould have been rescuing migrants.
Herewearetrying to stop migrantsfrom
going out onto the seawherethereisa
huge danger and thousands of liveswere
being lost.

CC: When you say trying to stop the
migrants, at what point areyou tryingto
stop them, North Africa?

PK: Yes, definitely Africa. The migrant
crisisisahugeissuethat Europeistry-
ing to come to grips with and we are
stopping the trafficking on unsafe ves-
sels—where they are putting migrants
on unseaworthy vessels — women and
children especially.

We believethereisabetter way of try-
ing to address the problem than risking
so many lives. All of the international
aid agencies and humanitarian organi-
zations are assisting there.

CC: | understand that Ireland has been
amember of the UN sincethemid-1950s
and there have been a number of mis-
sions where Irish peacekeepers have
engaged in combat with lossof lives.

PK: Yes, that is correct. There were a
number of incidents but the Siege of
Jadotville is probably one of our most
high-profile UN peacekeeping missions
and one of Ireland’smost painful chap-
tersinthisregard.

CC: | understand that the Siege of
Jadotvilletook placein September 1961,
during the United Nationsintervention
in the Katanga conflict in Central Af-
rica

PK: Yes, at the Siege of Jadotville, Ire-
land’s ‘A’ Company, 35th Battalion,
showed great collective courage and
bravery and there were no lives|ost.

| wasprivileged earlier thisyear to take
the decision to honour these men with a
specific medal. Therewas also aNetflix
movie about the Siege of Jadotville
brought out last year and it is an abso-
lutely amazing piece of footage.

Jadotvillewas one of many incidentsthat
highlightsthereality of an often difficult
situation facing peacekeepersdeployed
to areasof conflict and instability, and it
isinevitablethat these peoplerisk their
liveson thesemissions.

So, wemust awaysdo whatever wecan
to ensure that they are trained and
equipped to minimizetherisksthat they
faceto the greatest extent possible.

PHOTO: www.paulkehoe.com

IRELAND’S Minister with Responsibility for Defence, Paul Kehoe,
T.D., presented the International Operational Service Medal to
some 70 serving and retired members of the Permanent Defence
Force at a ceremony held in DUn Laoghaire Harbour in Novem-
ber 2016. The Irish naval personnel took part in the mission to
rescue migrants in the Mediterranean and included crew mem-
bers who served on board the L.E. James Joyce, the L.E. Eithne,
the L.E. Niamh and the L.E. Réisin.
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IISH AVEL vessel L.E. Niamh has partcipatd in the humani-

tarian response in the Mediterranean and helped rescue hun-
dreds of migrants from unseaworthy crafts.

“The Sege at Jadotville was one of many
incidents that highlight the reality of

an often difficult

Situation facing

peacekeepers deployed to areas

of conflict and

instability, and

it is inevitable that these people
risk their lives on these missions.”

That iswhy | recently did areview of
350 Irish defence force members who
are going on peacekeeping duties to
L ebanon and they would have done a
rigoroustraining exercise over along
number of monthsdealing with al types
of situations that might happen when
they are on active duty.

CC: You also mentioned Mali earlier
which is another very dangerous mis-
sion.

PK: Well Mdi was highlighted by Jean-
Pierre Lacroix, the Under-Secretary-
General for UN Peacekeeping Opera-
tionsover thelast two days at the con-
ference.

He spoke about Mali and thewhole part

of central Africawhichiswar-tornand
where there are huge challenges and
difficulties.

Ireland has peacekeepersin Mali train-
ing thelocal armed forcesand | know
there are a number of other countries
also contributing troopsthere.

I will visit Mdi dongwiththelrishprime
minister the week after next to pay trib-
ute to the Irish peacekeepers who are
out there and to honour the work that
they aredoing there.

CC: Has social mediahad any impact
on Ireland’s approach to domestic de-
fence? | understand Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar recently tweeted aphoto of a
meeting with Ireland’snational defence

leadership that created some contro-
versy and concern about national secu-
rity.

PK: Well social media has changed
many aspects of modern society and
one thing it has done is to make the
sharing of information alot easier and
alot faster.

Withinthe Irish defence force we have
our own socia mediapolicy and once
you put something out on social media,
it cannot be retracted.

As minister my biggest fear is that if
anything was to happen to any
peacekeeper abroad, it is often on so-
cial mediabefore it even gets back to
thefamilies.

But, let me state that we use social
media for our recruitment campaigns
anditisavery important factor for any
defence force recruitment campaign
across the world. We rely on social
media to attract new members to our
defence force, and we do that very ef-
fectively.

CC: Inclosing minister isthereanything
you feel important to convey to thelo-
cal Irish community?

PK: Absolutely. What | would like to
say isthat Canada and Ireland have a
long history with very closeties.

Whilemany Irish people haveemigrated
to Canada over the years, in recent
yearsover 10,000 working holiday vi-
sas have been availableto Irish people
to cometo Canada.

This has provided a great opportunity
for many Irish peopleto experiencelife
herein Canadalikethey didinAustralia
and America.

I would like to say that thereisahuge
number of well-educated young Irish
peoplewith askill set that | know will
be an asset to the Canadian workforce.
Thereis also atremendous amount of
trade between Ireland and Canada.

| know that Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau was in Ireland in July
and our Taoiseach Leo Varadkar had a
return visit herein August. Our former
Taoiseach Enda Kenny was here as
well.

Also, theincreasein direct flightsfrom
different parts of Canadainto Dublin
hasmadeit alot easier for Irish people
to cometo Canada. In addition, well in
excess of 200,000 Canadiansvisit Ire-
land every year.

| understand that traffic has increased
over 56 percent in the last three years
whichisrealy significant.

Our Ambassador Jim Kelly does an
absolutely brilliant job out here and he
will be assisted with the opening of a
new consulate office here in Vancou-
verin2018.

While in British Columbia, | was de-
lighted to meet Premier John Horgan
whose parents were both Irish-bornin
Cork. Thereisahuge amount of politi-
cal Irish connections here in Canada.

Herein Vancouver, | was delighted to
meet with members of the new Ireland
Canada Chamber of Commerce where
itisall new young Irish entrepreneurs
making a difference to the economy
herein British Columbia.

[Ireland’sMinister for Foreign Affairs
and Trade, Simon Coveney has an-
nounced the opening of anew perma-
nent Irish consulatein Vancouver by the
end of 2018.]
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Slave Auction in Libya
Caught on Camera by CNN

Footage released last month
by the U.S. network CNN
shows men being sold at a
human auctionin Libya.

After receiving the grainy footage,
CNN journadiststravelled to the north
African country to verify the authen-
ticity of thetape. There, they secretly
filmed an auction outside the Libyan
capital of Tripoli.

Many of those being sold are African
migrants trying to make their way to
Europe. Hundreds of thousands of mi-
grants have crossed the Saharaand the
Mediterranean trying to reach Europe.

Thousandsdie on thejourney and those
who make it arrive in Libya virtually
penniless, making them vulnerable to
modern-day slavetraders.

They’re refugees fleeing conflict or
economic migrantsin search of better
opportunitiesin Europe. Most have sold
everything they own to financethejour-
ney through Libyato the coast and the
gateway to the Mediterranean.

But arecent clampdown by the Libyan
coastguard meansfewer boats are mak-
ing it out to sea, leaving the smugglers
with abacklog of would-be passengers
on their hands. So the smugglers be-
come masters, the migrants and refu-
gees become slaves.

The undercover reporters witnessed a
dozen men being sold at a slave auc-

UN ENVOY TO LIBYA, Martin Kobler, talks to illegal migrants dur-
ing a visit at a detention centre in the Libyan capital Tripoli on

February 21, 2017.

tion and the report led to protests out-
sideLibya sembassy in Parisand wide-
spread callsfor aninvestigation.

CNN wasa soinformed of thelocation
of at least nine auctions, however,
“there are believed to be many more.”

According to the UN, there are now
approximately 700,000 migrants in
Libya.

As the route through north Africa be-
comesincreasingly fraught, many mi-
grants have relinquished their dreams
of ever reaching European shores.

Thisyear, morethan 8,800 individuals
have opted to voluntarily return home
on repatriation flights organized by the
International Organizationfor Migration
(IOM).

In a statement, the UN has called for
“urgent actionto end [Libya s] tradein
enslaved people. It is now clear that
davery isanoutrageousreslity in Libya

“The auctions are reminiscent of one
of the darkest chapters in human his-
tory, when millions of Africans were
uprooted, enslaved, trafficked and auc-
tioned to the highest bidder.”

Simon Coveney appointed
Irdland’snew Tanaiste

DUBLIN — Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar hasannounced Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs Simon
Coveney as the new ténaiste
(deputy prime minister).

The Cork South Central TD and
Varadkar’s rival during the Fine Gael
leadership contest will replace Frances
Fitzgerald who resigned over her han-
dling of apolicewhistleblower scandal .

The new appointment was announced
inthe Dail on November 30.

Varadkar said in appointing Coveney as
tanaiste hewas“ very conscious of the
important role he plays as Minister of
Foreign Affairs, asminister responsible
for Brexit.”

He added, “| believe his appointment
as ténaiste and deputy prime minister
will enhance his position in represent-
ing the government overseasin the ne-
gotiations currently underway.”

The government was plunged into cri-
siswhen FiannaFail’sMicheal Martin
threatened to bring down Ireland’s mi-
nority government over Fitzgerald's
handling of the Garda whistleblowing
scandal involving Sergeant Maurice
McCabe.

Hours before she faced amotion of no
confidence votetheformer tnaistere-
signed, saying she had put the national
interest ahead of her political career by
stepping down to avoid an “ unwelcome
and potentially destabilising” election.

Her resignation brought the country
back from the brink of asnap election.

FiannaFail, which propsup Varadkar’s
government, wanted Fitzgerald out over

PHOTO: Office of the Taoiseach
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THE TAOISEACH Leo Varadkar (centre) at government buildings
in Dublin with his new appointments (L-R) Josepha Madigan, the
new Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht; Leo Varadkar;
Heather Humphreys, the new Minister of Business, Enterprise
and Innovation; and Simon Coveney, the new tanaiste (deputy

prime minister).

her involvement inthelong-running po-
lice scandal, which revolvesaround her
knowledge of an aggressivelegal strat-
egy against apoliceofficer during apri-
vateinquiry in 2015.

The scandal relates to e-mails dating
back to 2015, released by the Depart-
ment of Justice.

The e-mail show that Fitzgerald was
aware of acontroversial legal strategy
to target Sergeant McCabe at aprivate
judge-ledinquiry into claimsof wrong-
doing.

The contents contradict claims by
Fitzgerald — who was justice minister
in 2015 — that she only learned of the
approach being taken by lawyers in
2016.

Aspart of the taoiseach’sreshufflefol-
lowing Fitzgerald'sresignation, Heather
Humphreyswas nominated asthe new
Minister for Business.

Thisled to the promotion to cabinet of
Josepha Madigan to replace
Humphreys as Minister for Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
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After 56 years,
Irish soldiers

awar ded medalsfor
Sege of Jadotvnle

DUBLIN — Irish solders
who fought in the Siege
of Jadotville have been
awarded medals, 56 years
after thefive-day siegein
September 1961.

Dozens of veterans and relatives
of those who served in ‘A Com-
pany’ 35th Battalion were pre-
sented with An Bonn Jadotville
(The Jadotville Medal) during a
ceremony at the Custume Barracks
in Athlone on December 2.

The specially commissioned medal de-
pictsaCeltic warrior, and isinscribed
inlrishwiththewordsbravery, defence
and calm.

The siege happened during Ireland’s
peacekeeping mission inthe Congo on
September 13, 1961.

During the seige, a contingent of 155
Irish soldiers held out for five days
against aforce of 3,500-5,000 heavily
armed mercenaries until they ran out
of ammunition, food and water.

A number of efforts to get reinforce-
mentsto them failed, and they werefi-
nally forced to surrender.

No Irish solider lost hislife during the
siege, but anumber were wounded.

A medalsboard at thetime denied them
the honour and for many years those
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THE SPECIALLY COMMIS-
SIONED An Bonn Jadotville
medal was given to the members
of ‘A Company’ and relatives of
their late comrades. The medal
depicts a member of the Fianna,
with sword and shield.

eventsin the Congo went unrecognised
by the Irish State and the Defence
Forces.

Minister of State for Defence Paul
Kehoe and former Taoiseach Enda
Kenny decided to award amedal to the
men of ‘A Company’ in June 2016.

At the recent ceremony, as Minister
Kehoe presented the medal, he spoke

SOLDIERS of ‘A Company’ Irish Defence Forces UN in the Congo in 1961. The small company of
155 Irish soldiers held out for five days at the Siege of Jadotville against an overwhelming force of
up to 5,000 heavily armed mercenaries. For many years those events went unrecognized by the
Irish State and the Defence Forces and the medals board denied them the honour until their
bravery was flnaIIy recognized in 2016.

THE CEREMONY at the Custume Barracks in Athlone on Decem-
ber 2 marks the culmination of a campaign of decades to have
the service of ‘A Company’ rightfully recognised.

about thewordson An Bonn Jadotville.

Heexplained they werecarefully cho-
senin order to pay tribute to the coura-
geous actions of the men of ‘A Com-
pany’.

“The words state cosaint chalma
(which means “valiant defence”) and
misneach (which means*courage”),”
he said.

Theword“ Jadotville”’ isdepicted onthe
clasp of the medal and the medal rib-
bon representsacombination of an Irish
tricolour and the United Nations Op-
erationin Congo mission medal.

Speaking at the ceremony, the minister
told the soldiers and family members,
“theretelling of the eventsat Jadotville
does not and cannot reflect theincred-
iblereality of what happened during the
siege and its aftermath.”

Lord Kilclooney
withdraws tweeted

‘Indian’

BELFAST — Former senior Ulster
Unionist Lord Kilclooney has
withdrawn atweet in which he de-
scribed Irish Taoiseach (prime
minister) Leo Varadkar as*“the In-
dian.”

The Northern Ireland peer said he used
the term as shorthand for Varadkar as
he*couldn’t spell hisname.”

Helater withdrew the remark because
of the “upset and misunderstanding
caused.”

Sinn Féin'sAlex Maskey and Alliance
Party deputy |eader Stephen Farry both
described the November 23 tweet as
racist.

Kilclooney’s tweet came in reply to
comments by the Irish Foreign Affairs
Minister Simon Coveney who said he
would like to see a united Ireland “in
hispolitical lifetime.”

“Simon Coveney isstirring thingsup,”
wroteKilclooney, “ Very dangerousnon
statesman likerole! Clearly hoping to
underminetheIndian.”

The comments sparked aTwitter storm
and led to an onslaught of accusations
that to use the term was racist.

In a follow-up tweet, Kilclooney re-

rem ark

FORMER senior UUP member
Lord Kilclooney.

sponded, “Certainly not racism but
shorthand for an Indian surnamewhich
| could not spell.

“| should have said PM and not used
Indian as shorthand for hisnamewhich
I must learn to spell correctly.

“This has caused upset and misunder-
standing and so | withdraw it. | am no
way racist and accept that Varadkar is
100 percent an Irish citizen.”

Leo Varadkar was borninthe Republic
and is of Indian heritage. He was
elected taoiseach in June thisyear.

Sattlement reached In claims
following Ber keleybal cony coI Iapse

DUBLIN —A settlement has
been reached of all claims
against a number of parties
following the Berkeley bal-
cony collapse which killed
Six students and injured an-
other seven.

Five Irish students and one Irish-
American student lost their livesinthe
early hoursof June 16, 2015.

They were 21-year-oldsLorcan Miller,
Eimear Walsh, OliviaBurke, Niccolai
Schuster and Eoghan Culligan.

Irish-American Ashley Donohoe (22),
who also died in the incident, lived in
Californiaand was a cousin of Olivia
Burke.

A further seven Irish students were
serioudly injured when the bal cony col-
lapsed during a twenty-first birthday
party. The students were spending a
summer in CaliforniaonaJl visa.

Thestudentsinjuredintheincident were
Hannah Waters, Clodagh Cogley, Niall
Murray, Sean Fahey, Jack Halpin,
Conor Flynnand Aoife Beary, all aged
between 20 and 22.

Theterms of the settlement are confi-
dential. A statement issued by Walk up
Law Office, who represented al of the

THE SIX STUDENTS who died after a balcony collapsed in
Berkeley, California. (Clockwise from top left) Eimear Walsh,
Eoghan Culligan, Olivia Burke, Lorcan Miller, Ashley Donohoe,
and Niccolai Schuster.

Irishvictimsof thetragicincident, con-
firmed settlements had been reached
of al claimsagainst BlackRock Realty
Advisors and Greystar RS California,
and their related affiliates.

“BlackRock and Greystar have adopted
policies and procedures regarding the
inspections of bal conies on the proper-
tiesthat they own or manage on aregu-

larly scheduled basis,” the statement
said.

The parties also have agreed to work
to promote greater awareness of bal-
cony safety issues and take appropri-
ate actionsto prevent future tragedies
of thisnature. A report earlier thisyear
highlighted problemswith water proof-
ing and dry rot damage at the complex.
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Irish Women’s Network of BC
celebrates 20 years

VANCOUVER —When thefirst meeting of theWN washeld
in 1998, little did the organizersthink that 20 yearslater the
IWN would still be going strong, connecting women and in-
spiring women's networksto form in other parts of Canada.
From thefirst group meeting in Burnaby Library to the online network viae-

mail and social mediafor thelast 20 years, Irish women have provided support
and networking opportunitiesfor women and morerecently, for Irish newcom-

ersto Vancouver.

Now the IWN wants your input. They want your ideas, suggestions and com-

mentsfor the 20th anniversary.

How do you think it should be celebrated? What impact has the IWN made on
your life or others? Do you want to volunteer to help?

Please complete avery quick online survey to answer these and other questions

to help

celebrate 20 years of the Irish Women’s Network at:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/20thAnnivIWN.

For moreinformation about the IWN, e-mail: irishwomensnetwork@gmail .com.

IRISH WOMEN'’S
NETWORK OF BC

HEMOCHROMATOSIS:
Don’t let the Celtic Curse
be your Christmas surprise

By IAN HILLEY
It isthe season of giving. It isthe sea-
sonrooted inthe story of birth. Birthis
amazing, exciting and wonderful. Who
knew birth triggersagenetic clock that
can trigger ahealth time bomb.

My mum survived the Blitz during the
Second World War; her parents were
from Manchester and Wiltshire.

My dad was from Clydeside in Glas-
gow, Scotland and was aregular blood
donor in the United Kingdom, being
honoured with agold pin to recognize
over 50 donations.

Who knew that they would produce a
child with haemochromatosis, or aswe
say here in Canada,
“hemochromatosis’? No one! At least
not until some 50 years after my birth.

| count myself lucky. | found out that |
had hemochromatosis after a routine
annual medical availableto anyonein
Ontario.

| saw a different physician than my
regular family physician. Inaddition, to
theregular blood tests he performed a
ferritin test.

In a subsequent visit | received the
feedback that my ferritin was high
(about 700 ng/mL versus the typical
range of 25—300 ng/mL for amale).

Having shared my family history, a
Cockney with Glaswegian roots, | was
sent to ahematol ogist to investigate the
possibility of hemochromatosis. Hemo
what? Too much iron. What? Why?
How?

| had the good fortuneto discover | had
thedisorder. After de-ironing, involving
bi-weekly tripsto seethe hematologist,
| learned that | could manage the dis-
order through regular blood testing for
ferritin and occasional blood donations.

Thesurprisingly smpletreatment —giv-
ing blood on aregular basis—iseffec-
tivein managing the condition for most
people and more often than not the
blood can be donated to the Canadian
Blood Services.

Nearly two-thirds of the 125,000 Ca-
nadians with hemochromatosis, the
Celtic Curse, don’t know they haveit,
and thus are at risk of severely debili-
tating or even fatal health impacts.

Thisdisorder ismost frequently seenin

IAN HILLEY, past president of
the Canadian Hemochromatosis
Society.

Canadians whose families have come
from Northern Europe, in particular,
France, Ireland and the UK. Thedisor-
der affectsonein 83 Irish people.

Hereditary hemochromatosis, or iron
overload, is an inherited disorder that
causes the body to absorb two to three
timesthe normal amount of iron.

Over the years, the excessiron builds
upinthevital organs, jointsand tissues
whereit can cause anumber of debili-
tating and potentially fatal conditions
such asliver and heart disease, diabe-
tes, impotence and arthritis.

The treatment involves simply taking
blood on aregular basis, which helps
the body to reduce its iron to normal
levels.

| shared my diagnosis with my mum,
dad, sister, spouse and daughters. My
sister does not have hemochromatosis
but she could be acarrier.

My daughters are not experiencing any
symptomsof hemochromatosisbut they
are young women and will have the
genetic test.

My mum, who sadly passed away this
year, was unhappy that she had shared
thisgenetic gift with me.

I monitor my condition withamade-in-
Canada, free to download app, “Iron
Tracker” developed by Professors Gary
Grewal and Andrew Hamilton Wright
of the University of Guelph.

The app has been downloaded more
than 3,500 timesand hasbeeninusein
38 countriesaround theworld sincethe
fall of 2014

| have just retired as president of the
Canadian Hemochromatosis Society.

It is estimated that 80,000 of the
125,000 Canadians with
hemochromatosis do not know they
haveit.

Until recently, medical professionals
were taught this was a rare disorder,
so0 some doctors may not befully alert
to the symptoms and risks.

“It is very important to think of
hemochromatosis early because the
later effectsare not reversible and can
result in severeillness,” said Dr. Sam
Krikler, Regional Department Head of
L aboratory Medicine and Pathol ogy for
the Fraser Health Authority, British
Columbia.

Itisthetimefor giving. Soif you have
hemochromatosis and want to help the
Canadian Hemochromatosis Society,
help those who are newly diagnosed,
or areinvestigating adiagnosisfor their
symptoms, please make a donation at
www.toomuchiron.ca

If you know someone who might have
hemochromatosi's, or want information
on Canada smost common genetic dis-
order please go to www.toomuchiron.ca
or phone 1-877-223-4766.

Many of uswill belooking forward to
the surprises that will await under the
Christmastree.

Make surethat you know that you have
hereditary hemochromatosis—don't et
thisdiagnosis be a surprise and be too
late to make a difference.

[One in 300 Canadians, mainly of
northern European descent, are at
risk for hemochromatosis. Most are
unaware of the condition. The Ca-
nadian Hemochromatosis Society’s
mission is to promote the early diag-
nosis, screening and testing of he-
reditary hemochromatosis through its
awareness-raising programs in
medical communities and with those
at risk, to see an end to suffering and
premature death related to the dis-
order.

Please support this mission with a
donation to the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society, 285 —
7000 Minoru Blvd., Richmond, BC
V6Y 3Z5. More information can be
found at www.toomuchiron.ca/celtic.]

MICHELINE SHEEHY SKEFFINGTON — granddaughter of Hanna
Sheehy Skeffington, Ireland’s most famous suffragette — presented
a public lecture at Simon Fraser University Harbour Centre Cam-
pus on Wednesday, November 8. Her presentation was part of
her USA/Canada lecture tour recreating her grandmother’s lec-
ture tour in 1918, and which is being filmed for a documentary.
Micheline is pictured above (front/centre) along with (L-R) Ita
Kane-Wilson (IWN), Dara Culhane, Roisin Sheehy-Culhane, and
Patricia Jarvis (IWN).
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Pope Francis
call to change
Lord'sPrayer
divides
theologians

A call by Pope Francis to
change the wording of the
Lord's Prayer has divided
opinion among theologians.

The Pope objected to a line in the
prayer, also known asthe Our Father,
that asks God to 'lead us not into temp-
tation.'

Thereligious verse is spoken by mil-
lions every day and is believed by
Christiansto beatrandation of theorigi-
nal Aramaic prayer Jesus entrusted to
hisdisciples.

Speaking to themediain Italy, the 80-
year-old cleric said thewording should
be changed to reflect that it isnot God
who leads humansto sin.

“Itisnot agood translation because it
speaks of a God who induces tempta-
tion,” hesaid.

“| am the one who falls. It's not him
pushing meinto temptation to then see
how | have fallen. A father doesn't do
that, a father helps you to get up im-
mediately. It's Satan who leads usinto
temptation - that's his department.”

He noted that the Catholic Church in
France had already adapted the prayer
to say 'do not let us fall into tempta-
tion'.

NOVENAS

Novenato the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary
(never known to fail). O most beauti-
ful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendour of Heaven, Blessed Mother
of the Son of God. Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in this my necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. O show me herein you are my
Mother, Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to thee
(three times). Sweet Mother, | place
this cause in your hands (three times).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
light all roads so that | can attain my
goal. You gave me the Divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil against me.
This prayer must be said for three
days, even after the request is granted
and the favour received, it must be pub-
lished. — PMK, MJ, CC, CKB, MPD,
LRLS
Novenato St. Anthony

O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,
your love for God and charity for his
creatures, made you worthy, when on
earth, to possess miraculous powers.
Encouraged by this thought, | implore
you to obtain for me (request). O gen-
tle and loving St. Anthony, whose heart
was ever full of human sympathy, whis-
per my petition into the ears of the
sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to be
folded in your arms; and the gratitude
of my heart will ever be yours. Amen.

- SVS

Novena to St. Clare

God of mercy you inspired Saint Clara
with the love of poverty. By the help of
her prayers may we follow Christ in
poverty of spirit and come to the joyful
vision of your glory in the Kingom of
Heaven. We ask this through Our Lord
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

- SVS

Publication of this prayer
is $25 monthly

(Canadian residents
include 5% GST)
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Buncrana pier tragedy: Sean McGrotty
was a ‘wonderful partner and father,’

said wife Louise James after verdics

DONEGAL - Louise James,
the Northern Ireland mother
from Derry wholost her part-
ner, two sons, mother and sis-
ter inthe Buncranapier trag-
edy has said she hopes les-
sons are learned and paid
tributeto Sean McGrotty asa
“wonderful” partner and fa-
ther.

Sean McGrotty (49), his sons
Mark (12) and Evan (8), their
grandmother Ruth Daniels (59)
and aunt Jodie Lee Daniels (14)
died when their car slid from
Buncranapier in Co. Donegal into
Lough Swilly on Sunday, March
20, 2016.

A jury found the five victims died by
misadventure following atwo-day in-
guest in Buncrana, Co. Donegal, near
where the accident happened.

Thejury described it asa*“ heartbreak-
ing tragedy” and recommended national
guidelines for all piers and slipways
across Ireland.

A post-mortem examination found that
driver of the car Sean McGrotty was
more than three times over the legal
drink-driving limit, apathologist told the
inquest in Buncrana.

He was found to have consumed 159
milligramsof alcohol per 100 millilitres
of blood, when thedrink-drivelimitis
only 50.

That couldindicatean “element” of in-
toxication, pathologist Dr. Catriona
Dillon told an inquest, however she
could not say how thisaffected hisabil-
ity onthe day.

McGrotty’s four-month-old baby
Rioghnach was saved by heroic rescuer
Davitt Wal sh who entered the freezing
waters of Lough Swilly in responseto
thedistressed cries of the children and
pleasfor help from their father.

Louise Jameswas in Liverpool at the
time of the tragedy. The inquest was

FORMER Ballymena United foot-
baller Davitt Walsh heroically
dived into the water and saved
four-month-old Rioghnach-Ann,
the sole survivor of the tragedy.

told shehad a“feeling” something ter-
rible had happened at around the time
all five perished in Buncrana.

She had just arrived back in Northern
Ireland at the airport when shewastold
of the devastating news.

Speaking outside the inquest, family
solicitor Owen Gallagher read out a
statement on behalf of L ouise.

Init, shesaid, “Itiswith aheavy heart
and great sadness that | have listened
to al the evidence that has emerged
during the course of thisinquest.

“There are simply no words capabl e of
expressing my pain, my disbelief and
anger over what happened that day.

“My heart is shattered. Every moment
of every day isfilled with thoughts of
of my beautiful boys Mark and Evan,
my mother Ruth, my sister Jodie Lee
and my partner Sean.

“Theoneray of sunshinein my lifeis
my daughter Rioghnach who survived
thishorribletragedy and for that | must
onceagain thank Davitt and al the oth-
erswho helped to save her on that day.”

The statement continued, “1 firmly be-
lieve the slipway should have been
closed to the public or else proper warn-
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EVAN MCGROTTY, aged eight, died alongside his father Sean
McGrotty (49), 12-year-old brother Mark, grandmother Ruth
Daniels, 59, and her 14-year-old daughter, Jodie Lee Daniels,
when their SUV sank after sliding off a “slippery as ice” slipway

in Buncrana in March 2016.

THE SCENE at the pier in Buncrana Co. Donegal where a family

of five died tragically on Sunday, March 20, 2016.

ing signs display it was an accident
waiting to happen.

“Hopefully lessonswill belearned and
recommendationsimplemented.

“Finaly regarding Sean. Not withstand-
ing the evidence that has emerged, he
was awonderful partner to me and an

adoring father to hischildren. Helived
for them. And as it has emerged from
this inquest he died as he lived — he
could have saved himself and chose not
to.”

Gallagher ended saying James would
not be making any further statement and
appealed for her to be given privacy.

Hundredsattend Dublin
rally in support of homeless

Between 100-200 people at-
tended aprotest in support of
homel ess people outside the
Customs House on Dublin’'s
quayson theafternoon of Sun-
day, December 10.

The protest was organised by Council-
lor Christy Burke.

Burketold therally hewantsanimme-
diate end to eviction courts as a first
step to tackling the homelesscrisis.

Speaking after the rally, Burke also
called on the government to draw up
an inventory of vacant homes held by
thebanksand to allocate theseto home-
lesspeople.

The protest was also addressed by
Niamh Lambe, an 18-year-old mother,
whoislivingin ahomelesshub with her
three-month-old daughter Emma.

She said the only solution to the home-
lesscrisisisfor the Government to build

more houses. She said she had to fight
to secure her place in the hub and be-
forethat she had beenliving in bed and
breakfast accommodation.

She said not having ahomeis holding
her back from returning to education
and she hopes 2018 will beabetter year
for everyonewaiting for ahome.

Earlier intheweek, Gardai in Cork city
said they wereinvestigating the death
of a homeless woman in her forties,
whose body was discovered on Decem-
ber 6.

It is understood that the woman was
sleeping rough where her body was
found in a doorway on Lower Oliver
Plunkett Street and that she may have
diedin early morning hours.

Sources say the woman was Irish and
known to be amember of the homeless
community in Cork city.

Inner City Helping Homeless (ICHH)
called on the Government to declarea
National Homeless Emergency.

COUNCILLOR Christy Burke told the rally in Dublin he wants

Family's Living

With Far

an immediate end to eviction courts.

“Yet another person with a name, a
family and a story that died alone on
the streets of our country. This cannot
be allowed to continue,” the group
stated.

“We have continuously warned that we
would have more deaths on the streets
if immediate emergency action isn’t
taken. With snow due later this week
wefear thisisn't thelast death wewill
see before Christmas.”

ICHH CEO Anthony Flynnsaid, “This

death isanother indictment on thelack
of service provision being provided by
the State.

“Homeless servicesarein turmoil with
extra beds not coming online quickly
enough, we have weather warnings
throughout the country and rough sleep-
ingisat peak levels.

Meanwhile, Minister for Housing
Eoghan Murphy said arrangementsare
in placefor rough sleepersastempera-
tures drop over the weekend.
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GERRY ADAMS

Gerry
Adamsto
step down

as Sinn Féin
president
in 2018

DUBLIN — Gerry Adams has an-
nounced his intention to step down as
SinnFéin presidentin 2018.

The69-year-old republican veteran told
theannual Sinn FéinArd Fheisin Dub-
linlast month it would be hisfinal one
asleader, and a special meeting of the
party would be called next year to elect
a SUCCESSOr.

The TD for Co. Louth, who has been
party president since 1983, also told
delegates he would not run in the next
electioninthelrish Republic.

“Leadership meansknowing whenitis
timefor change and that timeis now,”
hetold the annual conference.

Adams said the move was part of the
ongoing processof leadership transition
within the party.

Theplan, formulated along with Martin
McGuinness before his death earlier
this year, has already seen Michelle
O’Neill (40), taketheroleof SinnFéin's
leader at Stormont.

Adams has gone before the Ard Fheis
to seek re-election every year since
1983 and that formality was repeated
on the evening of Saturday, November
18.

But in his leader’s speech, hetold re-
publicanfaithful it would bethelast time
he would put himself forward for the
role.

“l want to thank everyone who has
welcomed meinto their homesand com-
munities and have made me part of
countless campaigns, countless elec-
tions and countless negotiations,” he
said.

Amid rapturous applause and a stand-
ing ovation, Adamstold delegates, “We
aregoing to continueto go forward.”

He paid special tribute to his wife
Collette and son Gearoid.

Thelong-standing MPfor west Belfast
switched hisfocusto the Dublin parlia-
ment in 2011, becoming aTD for Co.
Louth.

Sinn Féin has made steady gainsin the
Irish Republicin recent polls but many
believethe prospects of further growth
islimited dueto the presence of Trou-
bleserafigures.

Current deputy leader Mary Lou
McDonald (48) will beaclear favour-
ite to succeed Adams.

Northern Irdand SDL P party

Pace 23

leader Colum

Eagwood said: ‘ThisisBritish direct rule,
ddivered by the DUP and Sinn Fan’

BELFAST — Power-sharing talks in Northern Ire-
land remain entrenched after Sinn Féin and the DUP
havefailed to reach agreement, after an almost year-

long impasse at Stormont.

SinnFéin said thedifficultiesin
reaching adeal had been“com-
pounded”’ by the DUP's confi-
dence-and-supply pact to prop
up TheresaMay’s Government.

The power-sharing assembly has been
vacant since January after abitter row
between Sinn Féin and the DUP over
the“ cash-for-ash” scandal.

The partieshave so far thisyear missed
four different deadlines to form a
Stormont Assembly.

As aresult of the impasse, Northern
Ireland hasmade asignificant moveto-
wards handing political power back to
Westminister asthe Secretary of State
James Brokenshire has published a
budget for theregion.

Brokenshire said that public services
would begin to run out of money if a
budget was not put in place by theend
of November.

The Northern Ireland Budget Bill
passed through the House of Commons
on November 14, backed by al parties
without avote.

The budget for 2017/18 shows an in-
crease in health spending of 5.4 per-
cent.

Brokenshire'sbudget does not include
the£1.2 billion special packagethat the
DUP settled with Prime Minister
Theresa May as a part of the deal to
keep the Conservative Party in power
inWestminister.

He told MPs that the first of £560 mil-
lionfromthe deal will bereleased this
financia year.

Brokenshire said that heregretted hav-
ing toimpose abudget on Northern Ire-
land, but expressed hopethat an execu-
tive could beformed.

Speaking at the House of Commons,
Brokenshire said that the passing of the
budget “should not be a barrier to ne-
gotiationsto continue, but the ongoing
lack of agreement hashad tangible con-
sequences for people and public serv-
icesin Northern Ireland.”

The Secretary of State has previously
stated that the budget bill would only
cover the 2017-2018 period and “ does
not mean amoveto direct rule.”

TALKS to restore the Northern Ireland power-sharig government
have failed to reach agreement after almost a year-long impasse.

Thiswas contradicted by the SDLP as
party leader Colum Eastwood said,
“ThisisBritishdirect rule, delivered by
theDUPand SinnFéin.”

The current incarnation of the North-
ern Ireland Assembly wasfirst elected
onJune 25, 1998 and first met on July
1, 1998. However, it only existed in
"shadow" form until December 2, 1999
when full powerswere devolved to the
Assembly. Since then theAssembly has
operated intermittently and has been
suspended on four other occasions:

February 11 —May 30, 2000

August 10, 2001 (24-hour suspension)
September 22, 2001 (24-hour suspen-
s0n)

October 14, 2002 —May 7, 2007

N. IRELAND Secretary of State
James Brokenshire.

Brexit breakthrough: Letter to the people
of Northern Ireland from Theresa May

BELFAST — Prime Minister Theresa May has outlined her
commitment to the people of Northern Ireland in aletter fol-
lowing the breakthrough in the Brexit talks on the morning of

Friday, December 8.

Below is her letter to the people of
Northern Ireland:

Today | agreed to a joint report be-
tween the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland and the European Union on
the progress of our negotiations.

This covered therights of EU citizens
livinginthe UK and UK citizensinthe
EU; our financial settlement with the
EU; and ruling out a hard border be-
tween Northern Ireland and Ireland.

This progress now enables the UK
Government to move to the next phase
of negotiations.

Thisnext phasewill focus on securing
the deep and special partnership be-
tween the United Kingdom and Euro-
pean Union that we all want to see.

Asaprimeminister who hugely values
Northern Ireland’s position within our
United Kingdom — and believes pas-
sionately that the United Kingdom is
stronger and better together — | want
to set out six key commitmentsto North-
ernlreland, principlesthat have guided
mein the negotiationswith the EU.

These commitmentsare consistent with
our steadfast support for the Belfast
Agreement and its successors,; the prin-
ciples that underpin them; the institu-
tionsthey establish; and, therightsand
opportunities they guarantee for eve-
ryone.

Thisgovernment will continueto gov-

ern in the interests of the whole com-
munity in Northern Ireland and uphold
the agreementsthat have underpinned
the huge progress that has been made
over the past two decades.

First, we will always uphold and sup-
port Northern Ireland’s statusasanin-
tegral part of the United Kingdom, con-
sistent with the principle of consent.
The Government | lead will never be
neutral when it comesto expressing our
support for the Union.

Second, wewill fully protect and main-
tain Northern Ireland’s position within
the single market of the United King-
dom.

Thisisby far the most important mar-
ket for Northern Ireland’s goods and
servicesand you will continueto have
full and unfettered accessto it.

Third, there will be no new borders
within the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

In addition to no hard border between
Northern Ireland and Ireland, we will
maintain the Common Travel Area
throughout theseislands.

Fourth, thewhole of the United King-
dom, including Northern Ireland, will
|leavethe EU customsunion and the EU
singlemarket. Nothing in the agreement
| have reached altersthat fundamental
fact.

Fifth, wewill uphold the commitments
and safeguards set out in the Belfast

Agreement regarding North-South Co-
operation. Thiswill continueto require
Cross-community support.

Sixth, thewhole of the United Kingdom,
including Northern Ireland, will no
longer be subject to thejurisdiction of
the European Court of Justice.

These negotiations are crucial for the
future of Northern Ireland and the
whole United Kingdom. Whether you
voted Leave or Remain, | am deter-
mined to deliver an outcomethat works
inthebest interests of everyone across
the United Kingdom.

Irdland and EU to hold
UK to Brexit agreement

DUBLIN — A spokesman for
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar has said
both Ireland and the EU will be
holding the UK to the Phase |
agreement reached on December
8.

The spokesman said cited in particular
Article 46 which statesthat “ The com-
mitmentsand the principles...are made
and must beupheldinall circumstances,
irrespective of the nature of any future
agreement between the European Un-
ion and the United Kingdom.”

The spokesman said that “as the
Taoiseach indicated on Friday, even if
the worse case scenario occurs and
thereisnofinal deal, theremust still be
full ignment north and south under the
agreement.”

It comes as Britain’s Brexit minister
David Davisdescribed the UK Govern-
ment’s pledge to prevent any returnto
ahard border with Ireland after Britain
leaves the EU as “a statement of in-
tent” rather than alegally binding move.

Aninitial deal tomoveBrexittalkstoa
second phase was secured, by agree-

ing terms on how much Britain should
pay toleavethe EU, on citizens' rights
and the border issue, where London
agreed afallback of regulatory “align-
ment” with the EU.

“This was a statement of intent more
than anything else,” he said. “It was
much more astatement of intent than it
wasalegally enforcesblething,” hetold
the BBC'sAndrew Marr show.

Davisalso said Britainwill not pay a44
billion euro exit bill to Brusselsif it does
not secure atrade deal.

The comments appeared to contradict
those of UK Chancellor Philip
Hammond who hassaid it would be“in-
conceivable’ the UK would fail to hon-
our itsinternational obligations.

Pressed on the Chancellor’s remarks
regarding the exit payment, Davissaid,
“No. Itisconditional onan outcome. |
am afraid that wasn't quiteright.

“It is conditional. It is conditional on
getting an implementation period. Con-
ditional on a trade outcome. No deal
means that we won’t be paying the
money.”
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DAVID SHEEHY, a schoolteacher in Redmond, with his cousin
Micheline Sheehy-Skeffington, after Micheline spoke about her
Irish suffragette grandmother Hanna in a full lecture hall at Seattle
University on November 2.

year in Seattle’s Central District.
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RYAN GALLAGHER, a Seattle police officer and forme
dent of the Friends of St. Patrick, organizing mattresses as part
of the Beds For Kids program that saw 600 beds delivered this

|
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PLANS are underway in preparation of the visit by Pope Francis
to the Republic of Ireland in 2018. There is no indication yet if he

will travel north of the border but it is expected he will.

Pope Francis will visit

Ireland next August

DUBLIN —Government officialsare working to co-ordinate next year’'svisit to

Ireland by Pope Francis.

Itisunderstood Phoenix Park will host the Pontiff for hisfarewell Massduring
hisvisit. Thiswould be the second timeit isheld in the park, with more than one

million people attending Pope John Paul 1I’'sMassin 1979.

A meeting is planned with officialsfrom the Office of Public Works (OPW), the

Department of An Taoiseach and the Department of Foreign Affairs.

OPW Commissioner John McMahon will bein attendance at the meeting dueto

the operation of the Phoenix Park falling under the remit of the body.

It sunderstood the OPW will beinvolved “in anumber of events’ during thevisit

next summer.

Since confirmation of Pope Francis' visitto Ireland earlier thisyear, discussions
have been taking place between World Meeting of Families organisersand State
bodies. However, thefirst formal meeting of organiserswill take placein early

December.

Theitinerary for thetripisstill to be announced but it’s expected to coincide with
the ninth edition of the gathering of Catholic families, whichisto take placeon

21-26 August 2018.

There hasbeen noindication yet if Pope Franciswill travel north of the border,

but it iswidely expected that he will.

PASSINGS
« EAMONN DOOHAN (53), son of the
Seattle-area’s Irish-born parents
Anne and Dennis Doohan, died in
Stanwood November 29.

* ROSALEEN SWEENEY (98), a na-
tive of Co. Leitrim, died in Seattle No-
vember 24.

* ANGELA GAYNOR (79), a sister of
Camilla Barrett and Marie Bradshaw
of Edmonds, died in England Novem-
ber 26. Memorial Mass at St. Tho-
mas More in Lynnwood December 27
at 11 AM.

¢ PAUL KOSCHE (90), the father of
Irish Heritage Club’s Ralph Kosche,
passed away last week. Service ar-
rangements are pending for January
7.

¢ LINDAWALLINE (67), mother of Ara
Walline and mother-in-law of the
Seattle Gaels Dermot Randles, died
on November 7.

* NUALA LYONS (79), a native of
Dublin, died November 9 in Spokane.

« MAUREEN WALKER (91), a native
of Dublin, died in Marysville Novem-
ber 2.

* MICHAEL JAMES MCCLEARY (49),
brother of Suzanne McCleary, died
October 27 in Kennewick.

* MARY HUGHES, mother of Kirkland
resident Barbara Hughes, died Oc-
tober 17 in Derry.

*« TRACY O’'DAY (70), co-owner of the
Wee Bit O’lreland store which oper-
ated in Seattle’s Pioneer Square
from 1970 to 1986, died in Seattle
October 25.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh
a n-anamacha dilse
— May their faithful souls
rest at God’s right hand

IRISHWOMEN'S CHRISTMAS —The
Seattle area’s 2018 Nollaig na mBan
(Women’s Christmas) dinner is be-
ing held on the traditional holiday,
Saturday, January 6 (the 12th Day
of Christmas) at 7:30 pm at JJ
Mahoneys Irish Pub, 8932 161st Ave
NE, Redmond.

While this is a celebration for the
women in our lives, men are also
welcome to attend and enjoy the
Irish music and singing, the food,
good company, and to share the
craic.

Enjoy a meal and a drink (beer or
wine) for $35 per person, incl. tax &
tip. For more details, e-mail:
sgillin@mac.com, or for reservations
go to EventBrite.com.

SEATTLE-DUBLIN DIRECT - Start-
ing Friday, May 18, 2018, Irish air-
line Aer Lingus will fly from Seattle
direct to Dublin four times weekly:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday. R/T fares for the nine hours
15 minute flight are quoted as start-
ing at about $610.

Passengers from Seattle can fly on
from Dublin to 24 other European
cities.

On the return trip, passengers will be
pre-cleared in Dublin by U.S. Cus-
toms and Immigration so that when
travellers arrive in Seattle they do not
have to go through customs and
passport control.

DUBLIN TRAFFIC — Dublin is Sea-
Tac’s fifth most popular destination
for passengers going to Europe, the
Middle East, or Africa.

NIECES Alice Gaffney,
Geraldine Henderson and Kate
Farrell (standing) with their aunt
Sister Ellen Caldwell, a native of
Co. Cavan who celebrated her
100th birthday on November 16
in Bellevue, WA.

IRISH NETWORK Seattle’s
Monique Meche, newly ap-
pointed to lead International
Public Policy at Netflix after a
five year tenure at Amazon as
VP of International Public Policy.

In 2016, a total of 35,189 passen-
gers flew between Sea-Tac Airport
and Dublin, approximately 23,460
outbound to Dublin and 11,730
inbound to Seattle.

As there are no direct flights, all of
those passengers had to stop at an
intermediate airport on their trip.
Never again if they use Aer Lingus!

THE HARP — Best wishes to the new
Irish bar in Kent, The Harp Bar &
Restaurant located on the Riverbend
Golf Course at 24437 Russell Road,
Suite 117, Kent, WA.

Opened last May by Belfast native
Lorraine Torres, it's a family friendly
location catering to families, groups
and kids’ sports teams who want a
fun, safe environment to enjoy a
tasty meal. Visit them on Facebook.

100th BIRTHDAY CONGRATULA-
TIONS —Sister Ellen Caldwell, a Sis-
ter of St. Joseph of Peace, was born
in Co. Cavan on November 16, 1917,
and she celebrated her 100th birth-
day in the order’s retirement home
on Killarney Way in Bellevue where

SEATTLE IRISH NEWS

she has lived since retiring eight
years ago.

She left Ireland as a novice in 1936
and has served since then mainly at
St. Joseph Hospital, Bellingham, but
also at Ketchikan General Hospital
in Alaska.

As a centenarian, she receives a
congratulatory letter from Irish Presi-
dent Michael D. Higgins and the Cen-
tenarian’s Bounty, a check for 2,540
euros (about $3,000) sent to all Irish-
born centenarians on their 100th
birthday.

Congratulations also to another Irish-
born sister in the same community,
Sister Rose Donoghue, a native of
Co. Leitrim, who recently celebrated
her 103rd birthday.

CONGRATULATIONS —To Irish Net-
work Seattle’s Monique Meche,
newly appointed to lead International
Public Policy at Netflix after a five
year tenure at Amazon as VP of In-
ternational Public Policy.

Prior to Amazon, Meche was VP of
Government Affairs and Corporate
Social Responsibility at ArcelorMittal,
based in Luxembourg.

She also worked in a variety of policy-
related and business positions at
Cisco Systems and Intel in Ireland.

BEDS FOR KIDS - 600 Seattle chil-
dren are now sleeping in their own
beds, thanks to Seattle police officer
and former president of the Friends
of St. Patrick in Seattle, Ryan
Gallagher.

This is the third year that officers
Jeremy Wade and Ryan Gallagher
have run the program that all started
after they made a routine call to a
home in Seattle’s Central District.

When the officers found two young
girls sleeping on the floor without a
proper bed, they returned the next
day with beds which they had bought
with their own money.

That started the Beds for Kids pro-
gram which this year raised more
than $100,000. For more details, visit
www.bedsforkidsseattle.com.

IRISH WEEK 2018 — For those plan-
ning ahead, Irish Week 2018 will kick
off in Seattle on Saturday March 3
with the Friends of St. Patrick Ban-
quet which will be co-sponsored by
Irish Network Seattle in 2018.

The Friends banquet has been an
annual event in Seattle since 1941.

The St. Patrick’s Day parade will be
on Saturday, March 17 while the Irish
Festival will be held Saturday and
Sunday, March 17 and 18. All the
details at www.irishweek.org.

MISCELLANEOUS
¢ For information on the next Irish
Book Club meeting, e-mail:
hudit@comcast.net.

* Geoffrey Castle’s Celtic Christmas
on Saturday, December 23, at the
Northshore Performing Arts Center,
18125 92nd Avenue NE, Bothell, WA.

¢ Congratulations to Tom Lagan of
the Tacoma Rangers GAA who was
recently elected as Registrar of the
North American GAA.

* Best wishes to Carmel Kelly, the
Dublin Librarian who lectured on W
B Yeats at Seattle’s 2015 Irish Festi-
val, whose children’s book Man of the
People: Fr. William Doyle SJ was re-
cently launched in Dublin.
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Why were so many Irish deported

from the U.

S.Inthe 19th Century?

THE STATE OF M ASSACHUSETTS, ONE OF THE MAJOR DESTINATIONS
FOR | RISH MIGRANTS, SYSTEMATICALLY DEPORTED DESTITUTE
| RISH MEN AND WOMEN ASA MATTER OF PUBLIC POLICY.

Theuntold story of 50,000

Famine Irish who were |

deported back to Ireland
by New England authori-
ties has been revealed.

Writing in The Irish Times,
Hidetaka Hirota, a Mellon Re-

search Fellow who is writing a |

book Expelling the Poor (Oxford
University 2017) on the subject,
revealed a little-known hardship
many Famine emigrants faced.

The Know Nothings, the KKK-like !

Protestant group, was behind the per-
secution of Catholicswho had fled to
Boston during thefamine.

The state of M assachusetts, one of the
major destinations for Irish migrants,
systematically deported destitute Irish
men and women as a matter of public
policy.

Asanti-immigrant sentiment growsto-
day in Europe and America, this story
of hardship isworth remembering.

The origin of Massachusetts deporta-
tion policy dated back to the colonial
period inthe 17th Century.

Based onthe model of the British poor
law, British colonistsin Massachusetts
developed lawsfor banishing transient
beggarsfrom the colony.

When alarge number of impoverished
Irish migrantsarrived in Massachusetts
during the 1840s, nativist Americansin
the state built upon the colonial poor law
to develop laws for deporting foreign
paupersin public amshousesto Europe,
Canada, and other American states.

Between the 1840sand 1870s, approxi-
mately 50,000 people were expelled
from Massachusetts under thispolicy.

The statistics provided by Massachu-
setts authorities does not reveal how
many of them were Irish, but corre-
spondence among state officials sug-
gests that the policy practically oper-
ated as a measure to reduce the Irish
population in M assachusetts.

Theenforcement of deportationlaw was
extremely harsh.

Some deportees pleaded not to be sent
back to Ireland, but their voices usually
fell on deaf ears.

Elderly people who had spent aslong
as 40 years in the U.S. were not ex-
empted from deportation.

Massachusetts|aw technically limited
overseas removal to non-citizens, but
officialshad little hesitation in shipping
off American citizens of Irish descent,
such asAmerican-born children of Irish
parents and naturalized Irish immi-
grants.

In 1855, the Boston Pilot, an Irish
Catholic newspaper, fiercely condemned
these manners of removal.

“How much morewill [the deportation
law] be abused under thisvile tyranny
which decreesthat poverty, Irishism and
Catholicity are crimes, and to be pun-
ished as such?’

In the face of this criticism, nativists
ins sted deportation wasagood and nec-
essary policy.

Calling Irish paupers*leechesupon our

Pace 25

Saoirse Ronan defends
that SNL Aer Lingus sketch

Saoirse Ronan has responded to criti-
cism of her recent hosting stint on Sat-
urday Night Livefollowing accusations
that her sketch about Aer Lingusplayed
up to Irish stereotypes.

Ronan, whoisOscar tipped for her lead
performancein theforthcoming movie
Lady Bird, hosted SNL on December
2with music guests U2 but one skitin
particul ar caused outrage among some
Irish viewers who said it was “dread-
ful,” “awful” and “incomprehensible.”

The Irish actress donned a classic
greenAer Lingusuniform for awildly
unfunny sketch overflowingwith Qirish
stereotypes and painful accents. It fea-
tured references to potatoes, Oscar

Wilde and, for some reason, dogs.

Speaking to Ryan Tubirdy onthe Late
Late Show, Ronan said, “It wasfun and
the show isacomedy show and it was
ahugething for meto goon.”

Asked jokingly by Tubridy if she“was
anti-Aer Lingus,” she said, “I’m not
anti-Aer Lingus! | collect my pointson
Aer Lingus, that's how often | fly Aer
Lingus.”

Theairline subsequently took to Twit-
ter to troll the sketch in the combative
styleof U.S. President Donald Trump,
writing: “Just tried watching Saturday
Night Live - unwatchable! Totally bi-
ased, not funny and the Ronan imper-
sonation just can't get any worse. Sad.”

AN IRISH family evicted duri

ng the Famine. Large numbers of

tenants were forcibly removed from their homes by the landlords
and forced to find shelter where they could.

taxpayers,” they advocated the uncom-
promising implementation of the policy
to remove from Massachusetts“anig-
norant and vicious Irish Catholic popu-
lation.”

Oneleading nativist in Boston declared
in 1858 that an Irishman “will not work
while he can exist by begging.”

Upon arriving in Ireland or Britain,
Massachusetts officials routinely
dumped deportees on the streets with-
out giving themany basic provisionsfor
immediate self-support, such asmoney,
food, and clothes.

As a result, deportees often entered
local workhouses for survival, while
some of them became street beggars.

Arrival in Europe did not necessarily
mark the end of the journey.

Massachusetts official s often sent de-
porteesto Liverpool asthe major Euro-
pean port for transatlantic lines.

Frowning at what they called “importa-
tion of Irish paupers,” authoritiesin Liv-
erpool transferred the deporteesto Ire-
land by implementing the British poor
law, the very origin of Massachusetts
deportation palicy.
Irish paupers were
banished from both

Americaand Britain
Irish pauperswerethus doubly banished,
first from Americaand then from Brit-
an.

Ireland turned out to be an unfriendly
place for deportees as well.

Just like American and British authori-
ties, poor-law officials in Ireland re-
garded retuning lrish paupers as un-
wanted burdens on poor relief.

When a group of four deportees en-
tered the workhouse in Cork in 1868,
one local official asserted that they
“ought not to comeat all.”

Another Cork official complained, “This
city is the receptacle for every poor
person who comes from America or
England.”

Frustrated with theadmissioninto work-
houses of returning migrants, Irish offi-
cials even considered sending them
back to America

When two destitute Irishwomen arrived
in Galway after having been deported
from the United States in September
1859, alocal newspaper reported that
one of them “will be shipped to
America.”

Whether or not Galway authorities sent
this person back in the end, the idea of
re-deportation serves as a grim re-
minder of the low status of returning
paupersin Irish officials' minds.

At the end of their long migration that
included two transatlantic voyages, de-
portees thus found themselves virtual
foreignersintheir country of birth.

Physically removed fromthe U.S. and
Britain and socially marginalisedin Ire-
land, the Irish migrant poor, in essence,
became stateless people in the 19th-
Century north Atlantic world.

Anti-immigrant sentiment hasbeen gain-
ing enormous political influence and
popular support in Europeand America
today.

Whileimmigrantsfrom Latin America
arethemajor targets for American de-
portation policy now, some of its ori-
ginslay inearlier anti-Irish nativism.

At the sametime, the deportation of the
Irish from 19th Century M assachusetts
has much to offer for usto think about
the vulnerability of international mi-
grants, especialy refugees, under pro-
scriptive governmental policy and the
current global problem of social, eco-
nomic, and legal statel essness many of
them are suffering.

Hidetaka Hirota is a Mellon Research
Fellow in the Society of Fellows in the
Humanities at Columbia University.
This article is based on his forthcom-
ing book, Expelling the Poor, which
will be published by Oxford Univer-
sity Press in 2017. He spoke on this
subject at NUI Galway’s Moore Insti-
tute earlier this year.
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FREE SERVICES
AVAILABLE

to Irish people in need, regardless of the
person’s religious, social or economic
background.

Consultation and referrals, networking
opportunities, limited immigrant legal
assistance, advocacy and support in
handling drug, alcohol, child or spousal
abuse, family crises, senior issues,
poverty, etc.

Call 425-244-5147 or email info@irishseattle.com
P.O. Box 75123, Seattle, WA 98175  www.irishseattle.com
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A\arriott

Vancouver to Seattle &
SeaTac Airport,

There and back! Quick and Easy!
For Reservations cail:

604-940-4428

FAIRFIELD INN BY MARRIOTT
19631 International Bivd.

SeaTac WA 98188
1-206-824-9909

Includes Continental Breakfast

FOR HOTEL & BUS PACKAGES IN
VANCOUVER OR SEATTLE
CALL: 604-940-4428
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WEXFORD road crash victims Doug Alexander and L|Iy Alexan-
der died instantly along with their two adult sons Doug Jr. and
Stephen in the two-vehicle collision on Monday, December 4.

Irish-American family
of four killed In tragic
Wexford crasn

DUBLIN —There has been an outpour-
ing of support for relatives of theIrish-
American family of four who lost their
lives in a tragic car accident on the
evening of Monday, December 4.

Lily and DougAlexander and their two
adult sons Doug Jr. and Stephen were
killed inthetwo-vehiclecollision onthe
main New Rossto Wexford. A U-turn
isbelieved to have caused the crash on
the N25 New Ross to Wexford town
road inwhich they died.

According to emergency personnel at
the scene of the crash, it appears the
driver of the Alexander’'s BMW 5 se-
riesrental car, which wastravelling to-
wards Wexford town, pulled |eft onto
the hard shoul der and paused.

It then made asharp turnright, asif to
make a U-turn back towards New Ross.

However, it was hit side on and with
great force by an articulated lorry,
whichwasalso travelling in thedirec-
tion of Wexford town.

Both the car and lorry cameto astand-
still on the far side of the road, the car
almost totally obliterated.

Why the driver of the car made this
manoeuvreisunknown.

“Did helook over thewrong shoul der,”
wondered afirst responder on the scene,
noting the driver would have been more
used to driving on a different side of
theroad inthe U.S.?

“It's impossible to know but it just
doesn’t make sense.”

The driver of the truck, a man in his
40s and a passenger were physically
uninjured in the collision but both were
badly shaken and were treated for
shock at the scene.

Thefamily had travelled from lllinois

to Shannon Airport earlier that day for
the funeral of Lily’s sister Winnie
Keevey in Co. Wexford. Their heart-
broken family hasreleased a statement
paying tributeto them.

They said, “Itiswith great sorrow that
our family and friends unite acrossthe
Atlantic to mourn the passing of Doug,
Lily, Doug Jr. and Stephen Alexander.

“They were generous, loving and fun.
As well as their love for family in
America, they opened their hearts and
homesto all who travelled to them.

“They grestly enjoyed their regular trips
to Ireland, with their final trip hereto
say farewell to Lily’ ssister, Winnie.

“They will be greatly missed but we
have been | eft with wonderful memo-
ries of great times spent together, both
inIreland and Oak Lawn.”

They added that they appreciate“al the
kind words and support we have re-
ceived” as they appealed for privacy
asthey grieve.

Lily and Doug Snr (who were both aged
intheir seventies) are survived by their
daughter Debbie, Lily’s brother Matt
Ryan Snr and her sister Rita, Doug's
brother Sandy and sister Daisy, aswell
astheir children and grandchildren and
extended family wholivein Ireland and
the U.S.

Stephen ‘ Steve’ Alexander (49) wasan
award-winning policeofficer and leaves
behind two daughters, aged 11 and 10.

Meanwhile, Doug Jr. (40s) was a dad
of two young daughters, aged six and
seven, and had played in arock band
for the past 20 years.

Their funerals will take place at St.
Mary’s Church in Cushinstown, Co
Meath on Monday, December 11.

GARDAI at the scene of the fatal crash between a rental car and
a truck which saw four members of a family killed in Cushinstown
Co Wexford.

Conor McGregor said to have
900,000 euro bounty on his head
from Irish mobstersafter pub fight

DUBLIN — On Monday No-
vember 27, British and Irish
tabl oid mediabegan to specu-
late about Conor McGregor’'s
potential involvement in a
Dublin pub brawl where he
punched several men who
were affiliated to the Irish
mafiaand drug cartels.

The reports claimed senior mem-
bers of Ireland’s infamous
Kinahan crime cartel are seeking
retribution against the UFC light-
weight champion.

IRISH UFC lightweight cham-
pion Conor McGregor was defi-
ant in the face of gang threats.
He is pictured leaving court on
an unrelated matter following the

Itisclaimed 29-year-old McGregor al- )
pub altercation.

legedly assaulted aman at the Black
Forge Inn in Crumlin with ties to
Kinahan lieutenant Graham “ TheWig”
Whelan.

Whelan is one of the country’s most
feared gangsterswho was akey player

in along-running feud which claimed
16 livesintheearly 2000s.

One report suggested the man, who is
in his50s, isWhelan'sfather.

THE LATEST victim of the Kinahan/Hutch gangland war is Caine
McCormack-Kirwan the 24-year-old son of a man who was killed
earlier this year in the same feud.

Ring of sed guards
funeral of latest victim
of Ireland’s gang war

DUBLIN —Thefuneral of the latest suspected victim of the
Kinahan/Hutch gangland feud washeld in Dublin’snorthin-
ner city under the watch of armed gardai.

Caine McCormack-Kirwan, found shot dead in afield in Meath isbelieved to be
the 13th victim of the feud that had already claimed thelife of hisfather earlier
thisyear.

The 24-year-old father-of-one was the son of Noel ‘ Duck Egg’ Kirwan, achild-
hood friend of Gerry ‘ The Monk’ Hutch, who was shot dead in Ronanstown,
West Dublin, almost ayear ago.

McCormack-Kirwan waslast seeninAldi car park in Cloneeat around 5 PM on
Friday, December 1.

His coffin was piped into Our Lady of Lourdes church on Sean McDermott
Street in Dublin’snorth inner city at 11 AM on December 9 with aheavy garda
presence nearby. This is the same church where his father’s funeral was held
just monthsearlier.

Hisbrother told sympathisers: “Hewasarogue, adevil, anuisance, but hehad a
heart of gold.”

Addressing several hundred mourners at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Father
Hugh O’ Donnell said, “It'sagreat, terrible moment to be back here 12 months
after Noel’s death to have another funeral for his son Caine. God knows what
it'sliketo be betrayed and in this case crucified, to be executed.”

In aletter read to mourners, Caine McCormack-Kirwan's son, Oscar, recalled
the“favouritethings’ hedid with hisfather, and said, “I' [l seeyou later Daddy ...
I loveyou.”

Theinvestigation into Caine M cCormack-Kirwan's murder isunderstood to be
focusing on aknown gangland figure believed to have linksto the Kinahan car-
tel.

Severa publications, including Ireland’s
Independent, ran storiesreferencing a
"celebrity” and “well-known Irish
sports star” without directly naming
McGregor dueto Ireland’'s strict libel
laws.

Those reports claim the unnamed ce-
lebrity assaulted ayoung man and later
punched a man in his 50s, who is be-
lieved to have ties to the Kinahan car-
tel. In the aftermath of the assault, the
unnamed cel ebrity wastaken out of the
pub and driven away.

It should be noted that, according to
Irish and British media, there was no
official complaint filed after thealleged
brawl and no statements were taken
from any of the pub’s patrons.

McGregor has since taken to social
media, where he posted a video with
the caption “The celebrity.”

Given the current relevance of the
Kinahan cartel in combat sports, it is
important to understand thegang's sig-
nificancein Ireland, their influence over
certain athletes, and the ongoing crisis
facing the cartel.

In February 2016, five gunmen dressed
as police officers stormed a boxing
weigh-in at the Regency Hotel in Dub-
lin, Ireland, with AK47sand fired shots
at those present during the ceremony.

Theshooting, which resultedinthedeath
of Kinahan enforcer David Byrne, was
believed to have been arevenge attack
by the rival Hutch gang after one of
their memberswaskilled in Spain.

Asaresult, abloody gangland feud be-
tween the Hutch mob and the Kinahan
cartel continuestothisday. All told, 10
people have been killed so far in the
Hutch-Kinahan gangland feud.

However, it wastheincident at the box-
ing weigh-in at the Regency Hotel that
garnered internationa attention, andin-
directly revealed some of the associa-
tions between combat sportsin Ireland
and the drug-dealing gangsters sur-
roundingit.

Reports have since emerged that the
assaulted gangsters have demanded a
900,000 euro ($1.4 million) ‘ransom’
from the “famous Irish sportsstar” in-
volved in the incident at the Crumlin
pub.

Whilethereportsremain unconfirmed,
itisdifficult to assessthe degree of dan-
ger that McGregor now finds himself.
Hisfather hasblasted mediareportshis
sonwasinvolved in the pub brawl say-
ing, “I1t’sabsolute nonsense.”

Tony McGregor told the Irish Mirror
the UFC star’s family had nothing to
fear from the deadly Kinahan cartel and
insisted no one was after them.

Veteran Irish crime reporter Paul
Williams, the author of several books
on organized crimein Ireland, painted
a far more alarming picture of
McGregor’s position during his show
Newstalk Breakfast.

Hesaid, “ Conor McGregor ispotentialy
invery, very seriousdanger, | hear that
from my sources and from looking at
thelay of theland.

“He has ended up crossing swords —
accidentally or however — with some
very, very heavy people, or some peo-
plewho arerelated to somevery, very
heavy people who could pose a very
seriousthreat to his safety, and poten-
tially his life. And | don't say that

lightly.”
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Freezing conditions in Edinburgh park

for ‘world’s biggest sleepout’ to end homelessness

EDINBURGH — Thousands of people slept out in
freezing conditions in Scotland's capital to raise
money to tackle homel essness.

Around 8,000 people bedded down for
thenight in Edinburgh’s Princes Street
Gardens as queues stretched from the
entrances to the gardens as thousands
arrived to securetheir spot.

Crowdslaid out rows of sleeping bags
in orange waterproof covers on top of
groundsheets covering the grass.

The Sleep in the Park event aims to
raise £4 million to end rough sleeping
and homelessnessin Scotland.

Celebrities joined and entertained in
frigid conditions overnight, in what or-
ganisersdescribed asthe biggest event
of itskind globally.

LiveAid founder Bob Geldof, Monty
Python comic John Cleese, Olympian
ChrisHoy, comedian Rob Brydon and
Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
were a so among the well-known faces
helping to keep participantsfed and en-
tertained through the night.

BOB GELDOF was among 8,000 who slept out in freezing Edin-
burgh to raise money for homelessness

John Cleese supported the event by
writing and performing abedtime story.

Bob Geldof, who recaled degping rough
in London when hefirst arrived in the
city decades ago, hailed the turnout
“magnificent” and said it wasmorethan
just agesture.

Scotland’s Deputy First Minister John
Swinney, Communities Secretary
AngelaConstance and Housing Minis-
ter Kevin Stewart have also signed up
to take part.

The event was organized by charity So-
cial Bite, which has become amagnet
for celebrity support in recent years.

Josh Littlejohn, co-founder of Social
Bite, said, “We ve beenredlly fortunate
to get some high profilevisitors.

He said, “I’'m blown away by the
amount of peoplewho have turned out.
Itismind-blowing really for acountry
like Scotland, a small country, to get
behind acauselikethat.

“That’sgoing to trand ate to somewhere
intheregion of between £3 million and
£4millionthat’sgoingto beraised. It's
an absolutely incredibleresult and I'm
really humbled by it.”

He said the famous names lend “ex-
citement” to the occasion but people
had turned up for the cause of tackling
homelessness rather than as music
fans.

Headded, “ This concept of sleepingin
the coldissuch adaunting thingin peo-
ple'smindthat it trumpsLiam Gallagher
andittrumpsanyoneese, butit just helps
lend that level of excitement and gets
people engaged in the issue, so we're
redly grateful for everyonethat’sturned
out to support.”

KEN GORDON with the organizing charity Social Bite tweeted,
“Stunning #sleepinthepark event last night. Well done
@SocialBite_ . | have never been so cold. When it was over we
walked past people sleeping in doorways on Princes Street. They
do this every night. #eradicatehomelessness. Please donate to
http://www.sleepinthepark.co.uk.”

Littlgjohn said he hoped theevent would
lead to astructural changein homeless-
ness in Scotland to the Housing First
model, following pledges that around
475 homesfor homeless peoplewill be
provided acrossthe central belt by the
Edindex Partnership and Wheatley
Group.

He said, “That’'s almost 500 homesin
the central belt alone that have been
offered and that’s going to get people
out of deeping rough, out of hostelsand
out of the homeless system and give
something that we all take for granted,
whichisastable placeto call home.

“From that safe and secure basewe're
going to fund acomprehensive support
resource to go round those people and
make sure they are supported in those
homes and help get them out of that
diresituation.

He said, “That’'s something that we
hopewill beamore broad structural re-
sponsein Scotland, so our default posi-
tion as a society and as local govern-
ment and national government, theway
we respond to homelessness is to try
and get people into a mainstream sta-
ble home and provide some support
aroundit.”

Students’ event depicting
miners’ strike cancelled
amid ‘deep concerns’

A social event set up by Durham Uni-
versity college rugby team, that was
due to depict the battle between min-
ers and Margaret Thatcher’s govern-
ment, has been cancelled amid “deep
concerns.”

Trevelyan College Rugby Club at-
tempted to organise a pickets versus
police “Battle of Orgreave” themed
social event.

Thiswasaviolent confrontation on June
18, 1984 between police and pickets at
aBritish Steel Corporation (BSC) cok-
ing plant in Orgreave, South Yorkshire.

It was a pivotal event in the 1984-85
UK miners’ strike, and one of the most
violent clashesin Britishindustrial his-

tory.

The Trevelyan event was labelled as
the “Forwards vs Backs” social, the
other half of the squad were asked to
come as Margaret Thatcher’s govern-
ment so that the tensions of the miners’
strike could be recreated.

Players were asked to turn up as
“working-class-beating-bobbies’ or
“Falkland War heroes”, with one stu-
dent due to turn up as “the Iron Lady
herself.”
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POLICE OFFICER pshing against striking miners outside the

Orgreave Coking Plant near Rotheram on June 18, 1984.

However, complaintsfrom the Durham
Miners Association led to the cancel-
lation of the event which was due to
take place on November 29.

A short statement provided on the Dur-
ham Miners’ Association Facebook
page read, “We will be writing to the
college and the university to voice our
deep concerns.”

Durham Miners and the city’s univer-

sity will work together to educate stu-
dentsin understanding the heritage and
culture of the county in which they

study.

Miners leaders met with University
Vice-Chancellor Professor Stuart
Corbridge to plan an education pro-
grammewhich helpsincoming students
understand the history and tradition of
the Durham coalfield.

Max Clifford dies
In hospital aged 74

LONDON —Disgraced celeb-
rity publicist Max Clifford
hasdied in hospital, aged 74,
after collapsing in prison.

Clifford collapsedinhiscell at Littlehey
Prison in Cambridgeshire on Decem-
ber 7 and again the following day, his
daughter said.

Hewastaken to hospital where he suf-
fered a cardiac arrest. He had been
serving an eight-year sentencefor his-
torical sex offences.

TheMinistry of Justicesaid aswith all
deaths in custody, there would an in-
vestigation by the ombudsman.

InMay 2014, Clifford wasjailed after
being convicted of eight historical in-
decent assaults on women and young
girls under Operation Yewtree — the
Met Police investigation set up in the
wake of the Jimmy Savile scandal.

During this trial, evidence was heard
about Clifford'smanipul ative behaviour,
including how he promised to boost the
careers of aspiring models and ac-
tressesin return for sexual favours.

After his convictions, he continued to
protest his innocence. The Court of
Appeal was due to hear his case ap-
pesling against his sentencein the New
Year.

Clifford's lawyer, John Szepietowski,
said his death meant there were a
number of unresolved legal issues.

Hesaid Clifford had been suing News
International and Mirror Group News-
papersfor alegedly hacking hisphone.

Thelawyer also said Clifford was be-
ing sued by a number of women who
claimed he had sexually assaulted them.

Szepietowski said hislegal team would
meet in the coming days to decide
whether Clifford'scriminal appeal case
should continue.

Hesaid Clifford had beenreceiving le-
gal aid for the appeal, after being de-
clared bankrupt earlier this year and
having to sell his Surrey home to pay
his debts.

During his long career as a publicist,
Clifford, who started hisown company
at 27, looked after press and publicity
for a mixed range of clients such as
Marlon Brando, Marvin Gaye,
MuhammadAli and Jade Goody.

He had helped to launch the career of
The Beatles by sending press releases
about their debut single, Love Me Do,
when record company bosses were
unsure about the group's potential .

However, after 50 yearsin the showbiz

industry allegations against him began
to emerge.
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REETINGS from a cold but sunny
Bournemouth. The headlines in the pa
pers earlier this week were that Prince
Harry and M eghan Markle had announced

their engagement.

This was happy news which
apart fromgiving relief fromthe
ongoing gloom and doom of the
Brexit negotiations, got meremi-
niscing about thetimel wassales
director of my family owned
knitwear and sock company
Corgi Hosiery Ltd.

We were based in Ammanford, a
small coal mining town in Wales
and at the time of Prince Harry’s
birth | was attempting to obtain the
Royal Warrant for the company, as
a supplier of socks and knitwear
to Prince Charles, the Prince of
Wales.

My maternal grandfather had started
thebusinessin 1892, employing afew
ladies using hand operated machines
caled“Griswolds’ to manufacturelong
heavy Yorkshirewoollen stockingsfor
the coal miners.

The sockswere called * Sanau Gwaith”
(work socks). A second range was
added, and these were finer, clerical
grey wool socks to wear in chapel on
Sunday, known as “ Sanau Parch” (re-
spectable socks).

Thiscontinued until the 1930swhen my
father, a school teacher, joined my
mother to run the company and totally
transformediit.

Hediscovered that the same machines
could produce high-qudity woollen, dia-
mond patterned socks called Argyles.

By 1939 Corgi employed 110 people,
mainly coal miners wives, sending 98
percent of the production to the United
States and Canadian markets, thelarg-
est customers being Brooks Brothers
and The Hudson Bay Company.

During the Second World War produc-
tion changed to plain socksfor the mili-
tary.

My brother joined the company in the
early 1960s and Corgi began manufac-
turing knitwear aswell as socks.

When my cousinand | came along we
were still exporting 85 percent of our
productsbut werevirtually unknownin
the UK.

Our biggest home market customer was
the Ministry of Defence for whomwe
produced Diced Hoseand full kilt stock-

POSTCARD FROM
BOURNEMOUTH
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AN ORDER for sweaters for
William and Harry from the of-
fice of the Prince of Wales
reads: William — Sleave less:
marron, navey, yellow. Jumpers:
marron, navey, red, yellow,
green; Henrey — Sleave less:
marron, yellow, navey. Jump-
ers: navey, red, green.

ings for the Gordon Highlanders and
Black Watch regiments.

A fact | have enjoyed telling Scottish
friends on numerous occasions.

Inthelate 1970s a Japanese magazine
had featured our cashmere knitwear,
rating our heavier stylesasthefinestin
theworld, and second after Ballantyne
of Scotland for our lighter weight prod-
ucts.

But inthe UK wewerestill unknown—
the logic seemed to be that knitwear
comes from Scotland and Wales pro-
ducescoal.

InaLondon pub, onelunchtime, | was
teasing a Scottish friend, Duncan
Beattie, thethen salesdirector of Barrie
Knitwear.

| was showing him a picture of Prince
Charlesas Commander in Chief of the
Gordon Highlanderswearing akilt and

BY 1939 Corgi employed 110 people, mainly coal miners’ wives,
sending 98 percent of the production to the United States and
Canadian markets.
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HOSIERY

ELFAN JONES is pictured above [front far left] as a young boy working at his family knitwear and
sock company, Corgi Hosiery Ltd., based in Ammanford, a small coal mining town in Wales.

diced hose which we had made in
Wales.

He expressed his disgust that they
weren’'t madein Scotland, but gave me
the idea of attempting to get a Royal
Warrant, whichin effect isan endorse-
ment from the first family and would
surely raisethe company’s profile.

At thetime only four membersof royal
family Her Majesty the Queen, The
Duke of Edinburgh, The Queen Mother
and The Prince of Wales could grant a
warrant. Today there arejust the three.

Duncan gave methetel ephone number
for Buckingham Palace, but when | di-
alled it somebody with a strong cock-
ney accent answered “Buck ouse ere”
and thinking it was a practical joke |
retorted “ Beattie you bastard you got
meagain” and put the phone down.

Directory enquiries showed the number
was correct, so | redialled and thistime
awell-spoken operator put me through
to the Prince of Wales office.

Minutes|ater | could not believethat |
had so easily obtained an appointment
with Michael Colbornewho rantheday-
to-day administration of the Prince of
Walesoffice.

After the Prince married the household
moved to Kensington palace and one
of my fondest memoriesissittingina
small officewith Princess Dianaas she
chose colours of sweaters for her two
little boys.

| have kept some of the orders and the
one you see in the photograph above,
in particular, dwaysmakes me smile.

On the day this arrived in my office,
the newspapers were reporting that
Prince Charleswas criticising the state
of educationinthe UK. Particularly the
standard of spelling etc.

In fairness it was probably his valet
Michael Fawcett who had written it.
You may noticethat Prince Harry was
christened Henry or Henrey if youcan't
spell properly.

| thought of sending it to the papersfor
alaugh, but if I had done sowould prob-
ably havekissed goodbyeto any chance
of aRoyal Warrant.

Happily | was granted the Royal War-
rant to the Prince of Walesin 1988 and
although the company isnow owned by
Dents, an English glove company, it
continues to supply members of the
roya family and is still managed by
members of my family.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year, Elfan.

CORGI USES many older machines in its manufacturing, includ-
ing rare 125-year-old Griswold hand-knitting machines.

Chrisgmas dinner
for canine companions
of homeessin Wales

SWANSEA —Even peopl€' sdogswon't
miss out when the homeless and vul-
nerable aretreated to afreetwo-course
Christmasdinner in Swansea, Walesthis
year.

TheBrangwyn Hal in Swvanseawill host
the annual ‘Together at Christmas’
event on December 12.

Organised by JR Eventsand Catering,
with support from Swansea Council, it
will feature a Christmas party experi-
ence, including aChristmastree, Christ-
mas crackers, livemusic, singers, aDJ
and a photo booth—aswell asthetwo-
coursedinner for anyone on their own.

But it will also include a staffed area
outside the venue for people's dogsto
joininand enjoy somefestivetreats.

There will aso be free services at the
event, courtesy of local businesses, in-
cluding a hairdresser and dental spe-
cialist aswell asinformation pointson
housing support, employment schemes

and welfare and benefits advice.

Swansea Council is organising free
transport to and from the event for peo-
plewho needit.

JessicaRice, director of JR Eventsand
Catering, said, “Last year's ‘ Together
at Christmas’ event was an outstand-
ing success, but we' repulling out al the
stopsto make surethisyear’'seventis
even better.

“ Everyone deserves some happiness at
Christmas, so we hope the event will
give festive cheer to as many home-
less, vulnerable or isolated people in
Swanseaas possible.

“Kindly supported by Swansea Council
and many businesses, charitiesand other
organisations acrossthecity, * Together
at Christmas' also giveslocal peoplethe
chance to volunteer their time on the
day to help deliver amemorabl e after-
noon for residentsin our communities
who are most in need.”



