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PHOTO: Visit Britain

EDINBURGH CASTLE provides a spectacular backdrop for the

city’s annual Hogmanay fireworks display on New Year's Eve.

This is Scotland’s biggest festival celebration since until relatively
recently Christmas was not celebrated in Scotland.

[Read more on page 11]
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MYSTERY OF REBIRTH is illuminated at winter solstice — On Wednesday, December 21 the light
returns in the northern hemisphere. Though few may take notice, this event has fueled some of the
world’s great philosophies as well as an eternal duel fought deep within the forest primeval. Since
primitive time humankind has taken notice of hature and its phenomena. Dependant upon the earth
and the environment, early men and women understood theirs was a world of great brutality as well
as divinity. The earliest deities were those that personified elements upon which survival depended,
primarily fertility of earth, animal and human.

[Cover artwork ‘Green Jacket’ by Melissa Mary Duncan. Read About the Artist on page 2]

SCOTLAND'S First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has backed calls for
a ‘Celtic Corridor’ between her country, the Republic and North-
ern Ireland during a visit to Dublin. She is pictured with Senator
Denis O’'Donovan, Cathaoirleach of the Seanad.

[Read more on page 9]
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GALWAY NATIVE Mike Crehan and his wife Sheila visiting with
Daidi na Nollag (Father Christmas) at the Seattle Irish seniors’
annual Christmas luncheon on Saturday, December 3.

[Read more Seattle Irish news on page 24 & 25]

Publication
Mail Agreement:
40009398

DEIRDRE HALFERTY
and
LAUREEN REGAN
share Honorary
Irish Consul roles

for Southern Alberta
[Read more on pages 20 & 21]

WIN FREE TICKETS

Win free tickets to A Caelestra
Christmas concert at Evergreen
Cultural Centre, Coquitlam on De-
cember 18. (See page 5 for details).
Entry by: December 15.  Mark your
entry: Caelestra.

Win free tickets to Eric Bibb concert
at The Act, Maple Ridge, on Febru-
ary 17, 2017. (See page 5 for de-
tails). Entry by January 23. Mark
your entry: Eric Bibb.

Entries by e-mail only. Mark the
name of the event on your entry, in-
cluding your name and daytime tel-
ephone number. (Only one entry per
person per event) Send to:
cbutler@telus.net

Our Special Annual
Christmas Greeting
Section - Page 12

FARRELL McCARTHY founding president of the Irish Cana-
dian Cultural Association (ICCA) in Miramichi, New Brunswick
was among 54 recipients presented with the 2016 Sovereign’s
Medal for Volunteers by Canada’s Governor General His Ex-
cellency the Right Honourable David Johnston. The award rec-
ognizes volunteers who have contributed to their community at
the grassroots levels. McCarthy founded the ICCA in 1983
with the goal of fostering an awareness and appreciation of
Irish history, heritage, traditions and artistic expressions in
N.B. He also spearheaded a call to create a minister responsi-
ble for Celtic affairs in the province. This request to recognize
the role of the Irish, Scots and Welsh was finally brought to
fruition earlier this year when Lisa Harris was officially sworn
in as the new minister of seniors and Celtic affairs for New
Brunswick.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST: MELISSA MARY DUNCAN

“My inspiration comes
from only one source.
Though the subject may be taken
from a Celtic legend, a tale
from the Brother’s Grimm,
the lyric from an ancient ballad
or the melody of a carol;
the finished painting, and
whatever the viewer finds in it,

comes from the heart.”
~MelissaMary Duncan

Melissa's very first lessons in
painting came from her mother.
Born in Toronto, and raised in
the Pacific Northwest, Melissa
was an introspective child.

A survivor of the crippling effects of
polio, shewas captivated by thegraphic
works of Sulamith Wulfing, Arthur
Rackham, and the Pre-Raphaelites.

Having grown up withimagesof knights
inshining armour, fair maidens, and tales
of themythicfey, itishardly surprising
that, in her late teens, Melissabecame
interested in historic re-enactment.

She found a community dedicated to
reviving lost skillsand traditions. There
she was introduced to Medieval and
Renaissance art practice.

Enchanted by what she had discovered,
Melissadecided to further her school-
ing. Tothat end, shestudied fine arts at
Emily Carr University of Art and De-
signin Vancouver B.C., graduating in
1991.

Thisbrought together the themes of her
life: the need to overcome adversity, a
love of the legendary, and a desire to
conjure powerful images using tradi-
tional mediums.

Not for her the hollow and plastic rep-
resentations of faeriefound in much of
popular media, Melissaunderstood that
true myth sought to explain the world
and the human experience of that
world.

Frequently, myth or folktalesareimbued
with tragedy. Thereisjoy and frivality,
too but always, there is atestament to
strength and often hope. Thesethemes
are woven through her art.

Her imageshold anintuitive yet deeply
personal familiarity, drawn from her
own experience of the world and her
passion for agood old fashioned tale.

Her work often celebrates strong fe-
male archetypes. Maiden, mother and

fEETmEETIED (he SRS mEnEnEn)

crone, thefarmer’swife, theknight er-
rant and thetravelling bard al havetheir
placein her magically realistic world.
As do the other folk, the faire folk or
the faerie.

They are never far away, acting as
agents of nature, mischief and change.
Each one is lovingly drawn from an
understanding of thehuman heart, alove
of history and knowledge of myth. Very
often they are drawn from life.

Infact, Melissaworksfrom life as of -
ten as she can, cheerfully persuading

friends, acquaintances and strangersto
posefor her.

She sketches on the bus, at cafés, and
in hospital waiting rooms. Character is
very important, bestowing an essential
believability to the creatures and sub-
jects she creates.

The setting isequally important to her.
Passionate about the environment, her
love of natureisobviousin her careful
rendering of botanicals, birdsand ani-
mals. Her latest pieces have been ex-
ecuted primarily in watercolour,
gouache, or pencil.

Melissalivesinthehistoric city of New
Westminster, British Columbia. Shere-
mains astudent of Celtic, English and
Northern European history and mythol-
ogy.

Her art work enjoysagrowing interna-
tional audience and can be found on
books, magazine covers, CDs, as li-
cenced products, and in private collec-
tionsthroughout theworld

To contact Melissaor learn more about
her artwork, visit her website at:
www.melissaduncan.ca. Or follow her
on Facebook at: Faye, The Art of
MelissaMary Duncan.
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window, out into the moonlight

and the unending smoke-coloured snow, | could see the lights

in the windows of all the other
music rising from them up the lo

houses on our hill and hear the
ng, steadily falling night. | turned

the gas down, | got into bed. | said some words to the close
and holy darkness, and then | slept.”

— Dylan Tl
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Light and Darkness
Meet at Winter Solstice
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Technologica advances are
driving vast change across
thisplanet and beyond.

From within the earth, to beyond
our atmosphere, technology is ir-
revocably altering our environ-
ment, how welive, and how the fu-
ture will be written. Irrevocable.

Humans are a species that |ooks natu-
raly to exploration and expansion it
cannot be stopped. It isour nature.

The seismic cultural shifts caused by
global technological change open great
rifts between countries, economic
classes, and the past and the future.

Theunsettled tectonicsthat underpin the
Middle East arereflected in the ancient
and terrible conflictsthat play out above
ground, catching the rest of the world
in a firefight that sets the masses on
their feet to save themselves and their
families.

Push back, not in my country.

Inatechnologically, environmentally,
and spiritually connected world, no
country, and no human soul, can afford
tobeanisolationist.

Yet, theworld over, an ugly tide of rac-
ism, bigotry, intolerance, and greed laps
over every continent, as emergent
tribalist leadersterrorize groupsof in-
dividualsasapreferred method of bat-
tling unrest and terrorism.

Fear of change and ambiguity grows
razor sharp teeth. It is cheap and easy
to turn people against the Other, rather
than courageously and intelligently face
the unknown. It isour nature.

Cause and effect are mattersfor schol-
arsand history. Themythological world
resides in the space between, where
things purportedly start and end. That
space al so coincides with the span of a
human life, beitlong or tragically short.

Greater mindsthan mine speak of my-
thology asthestructurethat enfoldsand
informshuman life.

It offersideas of wherewe camefrom,
where we are going, and why we are
here. From mythology come the great
religions of theworld, to confer mean-
ing and purpose, to ease pain, and pro-
mote social justice.

The sure sign of afalse mythology, or
philosophy, isthat which counselsthe
hatred, intolerance, pain, or supremacy
of oneperson, group, or popul ation over
another.

Recently, when the United States fell
to the savagery and dishonesty that de-
fineditselection cycle, it did not reflect
thewill of the people, but the complexi-
tiesof itsconstitution.

Thedimming of that beacon of liberty
and justice for al profoundly tips our
world toward thedarkness of falselead-
ersand their philosophies.

Yet there are signs. Destruction and
dissolution precede change. And dark-
ness sometimes signalsabeginning.

Theindigenoustribeswho called them-
selves Celtsdid not look at dawn asthe
start of the day, but the night which
came before.

OMEONE once said a measure of hu-
man greatness is the ability to handle
ambiguity. But what of those who are
uncomfortable with ambiguity?
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Light follows darkness, although at
times, wemight feel certainitisother-
wise.

There are few Creation myths that do
not begin with avast, undifferentiated
darkness, followed by aspark of divine
light.

Darkness enablesthe visibility of cer-
tain, special kinds of light, providing
containment, meaning, and companion-
ship from those seen, and unseen, who
shareour journey.

Thegrest firefestivalsof the Celtic year
commence at the advent of twilight,
whenilluminating light from abonfire,
acandle, or astar becomesvisible.

Darkness contains, but does not con-
quer light. The dissolution of day sig-
nals changeisat hand.

Those who fear darkness many times
fear change fear the ambiguity of life
which is as constant as a heartbeat or
the next breath of air, and ascertain as
death.

Dealing with ambiguity and volatility
requires constancy and curiosity. Life
and death are not for the faint of heart.

To vote, with your mark, or your feet at
any timeinlifefor thosewho claimthey
can turn back time, stop change, and
reverse the course of human affairsis
avote born from afear of uncertainty,
and awish for the grey comfort of stag-
nation.

It is a gesture of darkly open mouths
where souls escapeinto thickening air.

Darknessisall about us, seasonally, and
otherwise.

It is better to ride the darkness eyes
open, and cultivate change, rather than
join brittlearmiesof opinion.

Find commonalities to dismantle
polarities. Itisastart.

Remember that change and ambiguity
frighten even the strongest heart but you
need only witness, not act on, that fear.

Change of many kindsisafoot. Thehis-
tory made now will outlive us. Though
countriesfalter, mythology the process
of our lives does not.

We each choose our tale, the charac-
ters, and scruples, we will abide. Re-
gardless of the outward storm, we are
held eternally.

On Wednesday, December 21, at 2:44
AM PST, thewinter solsticemarksthe
limit to solar darkness on this earth.
Where we go, we do not know.

Lifeischange. Vote with each moment
of your lifeto build not destroy even if
you aretheonly oneinacrowd whois
willing.

Strength, likefear, iscontagious. Inyour
mind, family, and community chooseto
make the difference.
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CROSSCARE MIGRANT PROJECT

‘Family

ofthedeuson toreturntolreland k

By SARAH OWEN
Irish Abroad Networking Officer
DUBLIN — Crosscare Migrant Project
is a non-profit organisation based in
Dublin.

A project of Crosscare (the social sup-
port agency of the Dublin Archdiocese)
weare part of aglobal network of Irish
organisationsfunded by the Department
of ForeignAffairsand Trade'sEmigrant
Support Programmeto work with Irish
emigrants.

Previously named Emigrant Advice, we
were established in 1987 in responseto
theincreasing numbers of Irish people
emigrating from Ireland.

Since the early 2000s, our work has
expanded toincludeIrish emigrantswho
arereturning home, aswell asnew mi-
grantslivinginlreland.

We provideinformation and advocacy
servicesaround migration and return mi-
gration via our drop-in centre in the
heart of Dublin city.

For people leaving Ireland, we offer
general information on visa require-
mentsfor Canada, the USA, Australia
and New Zealand.

Wealso signpost to I rish support organi-
sations abroad and provide useful links
for seeking employment, accommoda-
tion and more.

For individual sthinking of coming back
to Ireland, we providetailored informa-
tion to support them to make an in-
formed decision about their prospective
return.

We advocate on behalf of people expe-
riencing difficultiesin accessing statu-
tory assistance on return, such ashome-
less and housing supports, socia wel-

IS often at the heart

CROSSCARE
PROJECT’S Irish emigrant
team: Richard King — Project
Leader; Danielle McLaughlin —
Policy Officer; Sarah Owen —
Irish Abroad Networking Officer;
lan Brennan — Reception; Judy

MIGRANT

McAvoy — Information and Ad-
vocacy Officer.

fare payments, and medical cards.

Many of the peoplewework with have
returnedincrisis, including familiesre-
turning from conflict zones, deportees,
former prisoners, Irish travellers, vic-
tims of domestic violence, and isol ated
older people.

We also work closely with Irish Em-
bassies and groupslikethe Irish Cana-
dian Immigration Centrein Toronto and
the Irish Council for Prisoners Over-
seasin Ireland.

Givenall of this, youwould beforgiven
for wondering why you have not heard
of usbefore.

We are getting better at reaching out
however, thanksin part to our new Irish
Abroad Networking project which
stems from the Global Irish Diaspora
Strategy to foster stronger connections
and collaboration amongst Irish support
organisations for the benefit of Irish
emigrantsaround theworld.

In 2016, we undertook six overseastrips
and met with 65 of these groups in

Canada, the UK, the USA, and Aus-
tralia. Many of the groupswe met told
us that they have noted an increasein
the number of people enquiring about
returning to Ireland, especialy from
Australiabut also from Canada.

People return to Ireland for a variety
of reasons, but in our experience fam-
ily isoften at the heart of thisdecision.

We know that people who return can
experiencedifficultiesreadjusting tolife
in Ireland, but we feel it is important
for them to share their own stories.

Thisiswhy we areinviting Irish emi-
grantswho havereturnedto Ireland in
the last two years to take part in our
Returned Irish survey.

We hopethat by reflecting on their own
experiences, they can help to support
and prepare other emigrants consider-
ing asimilar move back.

So far we have had responsesfrom over
300 people. We are aiming to double
this figure by January. The results of
the survey will be published in areport
to be shared widely with Irish people
all over theworld.

We also hopeto present these findings
to Minister for the Diaspora Joe
McHugh T.D early in the new year.

The survey is live at http://svy.mk/
2fHzWto and on www.migrantproject
.ie, so please do share it with anyone
who hasrecently returnedtolivein Ire-
land from Canada or el sewhere.

For more information, see Crosscare
Migrant Project’s website: www.migrant
project.ie. You can also find them on
Facebook (www.facebook.com/Cross
careMigrantProject) & Twitter (https://
twitter.com/irishmigrants) or email them
at migrantproject@crosscare.ie.

k l's Christmas at the ;

Celtic Treasure Chest!

You'll find all your favourite Christmas specialty
products from:

@
@
@

Mark's and Spencer
Cole's

Mr. Kipling
Matthew Walker
Walkers
Border
Fox's
Guinness
Cadbury
And more!

k And have a happyr Hugmanay and Robbie Burns Day! ;

k 3
k

British Import Store
5639 Dunbar St. (at 415 Ave) Tel (604) 261-3688
www.facebook.com /CTCDunbar
Twitter: @CTCDunbar
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CONGRATULATIONS JORDAN FLYNN

OUR HERO - ON WINNING THE BATTLE OF THE IRISH
BARS ON NOVEMBER 19TH.

Proceeds of the boxing match were to benefit: The Irish Sporting and Social Club Vancouver (ISSC)

Battle of the Irish Bars

“Home Of The Champ”
JOHNNIE FOX'S IRISH SNUG

1033 Granville St, Vancouver

255 weights 175 they belght 108 & . . Maoser Jahanis Tots touh Satk aed
25 weighs 175 www.johnniefox.ca defeared * opponeat, ?-:Tiﬁkh;
Walahs age 261 weight, 151 oy height, 6 1° (604) 685-4946 pord Tomebe buce Shos s bk e
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Rogue Folk Club

he best Celfic &

Sunday. DECEMBER 18
Annual Gypsy Jazz Festive Treat
H 1
Van Django's
Cool Yule
wi LI Mounteney & Keith Bennett

Sunday, JANUARY 15
Powerful US Alt Country writer

Jeffrey

Foucault
Thursday, JANUARY 26

Cascadia's finest bluegrass combo
& Natalie Haas

The Jaybirds
and many more to come!

Saturd ay, JANUA RY 28

World Music extravaganza

Banda Magda
Friday, FEBRUARY 3

Appalachian trad w/ crankies

Anna & Elizabeth

Friday, FEBRUARY 10
Cajun Country
Revival
Sunday, FEBRUARY 12
Primo Scots fiddle / cello duo
Alasdair Fraser

St. James Hall (3214 West 10th Ave.)

Tickets & Info (604) 736-3022

Great
selection
& expert

advice

Guitars

Strings
Percussion

Brass
Woodwinds

IETI
Yamaha

TAPESTRY

MUSIC

Serving British Columbia Musicians since 1996

ONLINE (-
Instruments

Accessories |/
Print Music

Rent or Buy Jupiter
your Band
Instrument o I N Fender

Eastman
& many more!

FULL SERVICE REPAIRS « LESSONS

Call Today 604.538.0906 Toll Free 1.888.347.7480
1335 Johnston Road in White Rock

.| NEW 2nd Location formerly Prussin Music
-| 3607 West Broadway in Vancouver - 604.736.3036

The Foggy Dew Irish Pub

Coquitlam

Is the place to be for all your entertainment needs.
We offer a select menu, great daily Irish specialty
Jfood & beverage, great musie, great service,
[friendly faces and lots of fun!

CATCH ALL THE SPORTS ACTION AT THE DEW!
on our 10 plasma & 20 satellite screens

DECEMBER ; : :
EVENT CALENDAR WE WILL BE CLOSING
Entertainment by: DJ GARY GUNN U O ON

i ) JANUARY 1ST, 2017
Minors are allowed into our

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
GREAT SUPPORT OVER THE
YEARS
We are here all December —

establishment from open to 8:00 PM -
must be accompanied by parent or
guardian - Check out our special kids menu

Showing all: NHL & NFL Games

Monday Night Football Pool — come in drop in and share your

for your chance to win a jersey and other prizes.
You could also win a trip to Vegas.

memories

+ Brunch served every day until 3pm
+ .40 cent wings all day to close Monday
» We now have 26 Craft Beer on Tap
14 are local Craft Beer
» Happy Hour from 3-8 - 7 days a week

WWW.FOGGYDEWIRISHPUB.COM

NEW YEAR'S EVE TICKETS AVAILABLE
Pick-up at the bar or call

405 North Road
(in the Executive Plaza Hotel) (604)
Coquitlam, B.C. 937-5808

TEN STRINGS &AGOATSKIN (they seemed to be everywhere this year')

An incredible year topped off
by two prestigious awards

ANCOUVER-
2016 - What A
Year!

I’'monly goingto

concentrate on the good things |

that happened to me — and at
The Rogue —in 2016.

No mention of voting or the loss of
musical luminaries. We get enough bad
newsin the mainstream mediaasitis!

I’ [l kick off with my Top 12 CelticAl-
bums of 2016 (in alphabetical order by
first name):

« Afro Celt Sound System — The Source
(Realworld Records)

* Ashley Maclsaac— FDLER (So Plaid)

e Cassie & Maggie— The Willow Col-
lection (Indie, NS)

*Doolin’ —Doolin’ (Compass)

* Four Men & A Dog — And The Band
Played On (Indie, Eire)

e The Gloaming — The Gloaming 2
(Realworld)

¢ Jarlath Henderson — Hearts Broken,
Heads Turned (Indie, Scotland)

e Ten Strings & A Goatskin — Aupres
Du Poele (Indie, PEI)

* Wake The Dead — Deal (Indie, USA)

* We Banjo 3 — Sring Theory (Indie,
Eire)

¢ Yann Falquet & Pascal Gemme —
Princes et Habitants (Indie, Quebec)

* 9bach — Anian (Realworld)

It's been an excellent year for new
music, and I’ ve been very lucky to be
invited to festivals and concerts all
around theworld.

Festivalsin Denmark (Tonder Festival),
Cape Breton (Celtic Colours), Kansas
City (Folk Alliance), Edmonton, Van-
couver, Courtenay (Island Musicfest),
and the Canadian Folk Music Awards
inToronto.

| even managed to take in aconcert by
Welsh band 9bach in London in May
(two daysbefore | went to the FA Cup
Final, which Manchester United won!).

Tonder was especially amazing, witha
plethora of great bands from Scotland
to the fore (Rura, Manran, Talisk,
Treacherous Orchestra) and PEI's Ten
Strings & A Goatskin and The Way-
ward Band, ElizaCarthy’snew English
big band —especially memorable.

In Edmonton | wasblown away by The
Step Crew, made up of musicians, danc-
ersand singersfrom Canada, USA, and
Ireland. Step-dancing doesn’t travel
well onto CD, but asavisual and musi-
cal treat this combo takes alot of bis-
cuits!

The Rogue celebrated 10 years of April
In Paris, our festival of gypsy jazz, and

“1 received a huge
ovation, which was
very humbling”

VAN DJANGO'’S Cool Yule
plays on December 18 at the
Rogue.

SHARON SHANNON onstage at
The Rogue (she’s coming back
on March 12, 2017).

eight yearsof Shorefest, the freefesti-
val of Canadian folk and roots music
on Sunset Beach before the fireworks
displays.

Alas, thismight be our last involvement
with Shorefest, as our contractual
agreement with the radio station has
now expired. We' re working on other
funding ideas. Stay tuned!

Of course, the big news was the City
of Vancouver saving St. James Hall
from thewrecking ball!

Purchasing the venue — which also
serves as a community centre in
Kitsilano, and has operated at
breakeven for over 20 years, welcom-
ing 500,000 visitorsper year —hasgiven
the people of Vancouver agreat venue
for music and so much morefor at least
20 years, renewable to 30, and hope-
fully much longer!

We cel ebrated the day of the announce-
ment with a concert by one of Cana-
da’sfinest ever Celtic bands, Coig.

Other Celtic showswhichwill livelong
inthe memory includethe partnerships
with Celticfest Vancouver in March —
Sharon Shannon, and De Danann —
PEI’s Ten Strings & A Goatskin, Cape
Breton Night with Mairi Rankin, Wendy
Maclsaac and Mac Morin, The Fretless
at The Revue Theatre, Barrulefrom the
Isleof Man, and Quebec bandsL e Vent
du Nord, and Yann Falquet & Pascal
Gemme.

My year has been topped off with two
incredible awards.

| was inducted into the BC Entertain-
ment Hall of Famein September, and |
amwriting thisin Toronto, scene of my
Canadian Folk Music Award of The
Slaight Music Unsung Hero 2016!

We attended two brilliant showcases at
Hugh's Room — with B.C.’s Jocelyn
Pettit kicking off the proceedingswith
a fine set, and those three extremely
vibrant and tireless Prince Edward | s-
landers, Ten Strings & A Goatskinwind-
ing up the second showcase.

There were awards given to another
great trio from PEI, The East Pointers
(ensemble of theyear), David Francey
(solo artist and contemporary album of
theyear for Empty Train) and Yann &
Pascal (traditional album of the year)
and a fine performance from New-
foundland’s Ennis Sisterstoo.

| received a huge ovation, which was
very humbling, andit'samazing to think
that my Toronto “ stage debut” saw me
“open” for thelikesof Colin Lindenand
Bruce Cockburn!

I’ll have a run-down of my favourite
albums and songs of the year on the
Saturday Edge On Folk on
www.citr.caover the next few weeks.

| hopeto gain admittance to the station
to host shows on Christmas Eve and
New Year's Eve. | hope you tune me
in and turn me on from 8 AM to noon
every Saturday.

Wassail! and hearty season’s greetings
however you chooseto celebrateit (you
might like ahealthy dose of gypsy jazz
on Sunday, December 18 with Van
Django and company, or a singalong
ukulele jam night on the 20th at The
Rogue at St. James Hall, for instance!
www.roguefolk.bc.ca).
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Joyful Tales and Soaring
Celtic Melodles

COQUITLAM, B.C. - ThisChrist-
mas season, join Caelestra for an
evening of beautiful Yuletide mu-
sic both old and new.

Fivetalented musicians performingin
full medieval costume, with rich vocal
harmonies, and music played on flute,
harp, guitars, hand drumsand cello, will
keep you captivated from beginning to
end.

Featuring the heavenly voice of lyric
soprano LambroulaMaria Pappas, the
Cdlticfluteof Michelle Carlide, and the
songs of fantasy/folk songwriter Britta
Curkovic, Caelestrawill takeyouon a
journey back in time and around the
globe.

Enjoy jigsand reels, soul stirring bal-
lads, sprightly renaissance tunes, and
traditional music with soaring Celtic
melodies and tribal rhythmsto wrap
youinjoyful talesof fantasy.

‘A Caelestra Christmas’ will be pre-

CAELESTRA features Celtic and Medieval music with Lambroula
Maria Pappas on vocals; Michelle Carlisle on flutes and whistles;
Britta Curkovic is a multi-instrumentalist songwriter; Sacha Levin
is on percussion; and Janelle Ragno on cello.

sented at the Evergreen Cultural Cen-  For tickets or more information, call
trein Coquitlamon December 18at 7:30  (604) 927-6555, or visit evergreen
PM. Ticketsare $25 adult, $20 senior, culturalcentre.ca.

$16 student.

New Trainspotting sequel
trailer released

Trai nspottl ng 2 reunites the
surviving four characters
from Danny Boyle's smash
1996 film and looks at what
has happened to them 20
yearson.

The film is loosely based on Irvine
Welsh’'s book Porno, set 10 years af -
ter the events of Trainspotting. T2,
however, will be set 20 years after the
firstfilm.

It will star four of the five main stars
of the 1996 film: Ewan McGregor as
Renton, Robert Carlyle as Begbie,
Jonny LeeMiller as Sick Boy and Ewen
Bremner as Spud. Kevin McKidd's
character, Tommy, died inthe original
film.

The original, which was nominated for
an Academy Award and won a
BAFTA, follows Renton, who isdeeply
immersed in the Edinburgh drug scene,
ashetriesto clean up and get out, de-
spite the allure of the drugs and influ-
ence of friends.

IrvineWelshsaid T2is"very muchtell-
ing astory about Edinburgh asit cur-
rently is.

“Themain element to the story ishasi-
cally Renton, Begbie, Sick Boy and
Spud getting back together again, and
ittellsthestory of them getting involved
intheviceindustry inavery innovative
way.”

Trainspotting focused on Renton and
his desperate attempt to kick hisheroin
habit despite the temptations around
him, illustrating how the narcotic has
affected his relationships with every-
onearound him.

Although, if the preview isanything to
go by, substances are still going to play
a key part in the plot of T2, despite
Renton claiming that he' soff theheroin.

TWENTY YEARS after the or|g|nal Tralnspottmg premiered, di-
rector Danny Boyle has reassembled the original cast for a se-
quel, T2: Trainspotting.

Eric Bibb

Grammy nominee
troubadour, Eric Bibb,
draws listeners in
with his beautiful
and accomplished
soulful folk-blues,
melding a traditional
rootsy Southern style
with a subtle,
contemporary
sensibility. Don't

miss this rare

North American
performance!

AT

== presents

The ACT Arts Centre
11944 Haney Place
Maple Ridge, BC VIX 461
804.476.2787

theactmapleridge.org RATHE NEWS &S

Q) maieriggeact (D) @mapleridgesct

= Canadli s

somewhere, cares,” McGregor’s pro-
tagonist can be heard saying over the
top of al of the action. “Choose look-
ing up old flames, wishing you’ d doneit
al differently. And choose watching
history repeat itself.

“Choose your future. Choose reality
TV; dut shaming; revenge porn. Choose
azero-hour contract; atwo-hour jour-
ney to work and choose the same for
your kids, only worse, and smother the
pain with an unknown dose of an un-
known drug made in somebody’s
kitchen.

- Upcetera on NIAG.

2. Antwerp by The Breath -
Carry Your Kin on Real World.

3. Wind Her Up by Doolin’ - Doolin’
on Compass.

4. An Danns Elegua by Salsa

Top 10 CELTlC Hits FOR DECEMBER

Celt In A Twist is local contemporary Celtic radio heard weekly on AM
1470, CJVB in Vancouver.
www.worldbeatcanada.com.

The following is the Celt In A Twist Contemporary Celtic Top 10:
1. William of Barary by Jim Moray 6. Anian by 9Bach - Anian on Real

7. After the Rain by The Dhol

8. England by The Young Folk -

“And then, take a deep breath. You're
an addict, so be addicted, just be ad-
dicted to something el se.

“Choosetheonesyoulove. Chooseyour
future. Chooselife.”

Until now, theonly sight of T2 had come
from ateaser trailer, released in July.

It depicted the characters standing on
atrain platform, soundtracked by Iggy
Pop’s Lust for Life.

T2: Trainspotting is scheduled for re-
lease early 2017.

World.

Foundation - Drum-believale on
Real World.
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Call the Box Office Today: 604.927.6555
www.evergreenculturalcentre.ca

Independent.

9 After The Storm by Sketch -
Highland Times on Skye Music.

Celtica - The Tall Islands on

The trailer plays on Renton’s iconic Discos Laon.

“choose life” speech from the first
movie—aaquote which donned so many
bedroom wallsaround thefilm'srelease
in 1996 — but thistime, it'sbeen given
a21% Century twist.

“Chooselife. Choose Facebook, Twit-
ter, Instagram and hope that someone,

5. Aupres Du Poele by Ten Strings
And A Goat Skin - Aupres Du 10.Shannon by The Narrowback -
Poele on TSAAGS. TBA on Independent.

Celt In A Twist Pick Of The Month:
Natalie MacMaster & Donnell Leahy
- A Celtic Family Christmas
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Shock of U.S. eection hascaused
some UK poaliticiansto volteface

LONDON - oftenwondered
how politicians managed to
produce so much hot air but
figures recently released go
someway to enlightening me.

In the 2015 general election the
Scottish Nationalist Party in-
creased its number of seats in
Westminster from six to 56, mak-
ing the SNP the third largest po-
litical party in Westminster.

A direct consequence of thisisthat in
cafes, barsand vending machinesinthe
parliamentary estate thereisa 60 per-
cent increasein salesof |rn Bru, Scot-
land’sfavouritefizzy drink.

Irn Bru is produced in Cumbernauld
Scotland, where it is regarded as the
second national drink, and outsells
Coca-Cola.

Data released shows that 8,708 cans
or bottleswere sold inthefinancial year
2015-2016 up from 5,452 the previous
year.

Thejokeisthat Irn Bru is made from
iron girders and gives the Scots their
strength.

Patrick Grady, the SNP MP for Glas-
gow North said the carbonated drink
gave the Scottish politicians “ suste-
nance” through the long days in the
House of Commons.

Whilst on the subject of hot air, thank
godtheU.Spresidential electionisover.

The shock result has caused some UK
politiciansto volte face, none more so
than, the ex-London mayor and our new
foreign minister, Boris Johnson.

Early thisyear, Johnson said that Trump
was“clearly out of hismind.”

When Trump suggested that police
were afraid to visit some parts of Lon-
don because of radicalisation, Borisre-
sponded by saying “1 think he’sbetray-
ing astupefying ignorance that makes
him frankly unfit to hold the office of
the President of the United States.”

Headded, “Theonly reason | wouldn’t
go to some parts of New York is the
real risk of meeting Donald Trump.” Go
get him Boris!

Last Monday, in Brussels, at ameeting
for foreign ministers, Johnson said, “|
think thereisalot to be positive about;
itisvery important not to prejudge the
president-elect and his administration.

“As|’vesaid before, Donald Trumpis
adeal maker and | think that could bea
good thing for Britain.” NiceoneBoris.
Meanwhile, the build up to Christmas
has started and the decorativelightsare
being switched on all over the country.

Thisweek sees“Black Friday,” anew-
ish concept here and one | confess not
tolikenor really understand.

It is presumably an accountant’s ploy
to generate maximum sales.

Having spent most of my lifesellingto
shops | know that stores buy in prod-
uctsat adiscounted price, especialy for
these promotions.

Prior to an event this merchandise is
offered at an inflated price so they can
later claimthey aregiving amazing dis-
counts.

Inredlity, they havejust reverted to their
normal profit margin.

Itisnotillegal...they arejust cheating
thepublic.

POSTCARD
FROM LONDON

I remember when the January salewas
areal event with genuine bargains, but
now | doubt there is one department
storewhichisnot having asale some-
whereinitsstoreevery day of theyear.

Many years ago, a friend who was
merchandise manager at McCurdys, a
Rochester New York based department
store, told me about aquote for which
Abraham Lincolniscredited.

The saying goes, ‘you can fool al of
the people some of the time and some
of the people all of the time, but you
can't fool al of the people al of the
time'.

These days department stores attempt
todojust that.

Finally on ahappy note, | presumethat
the hugely popular British television
show Only Fools and Horses was
shown in Canada.

+ Illl

e

The hapless wheeler dealer Derrick
Trotter “Del Boy,” was always reas-
suring hisbrother Rodney that “thistime
next year wewill bemillionaires.”

Hewould never haveimagined that in
property termsthiswould cometrue.

A four bedroom house on the council
estate where the programme was
filmed hasjust sold for £1.1million.

In the sitcom Del and Rodney livedin
Peckham, a then-rough area of South
London, and their apartment wasin a
block named Nelson MandelaHouse.

This in reality was Harlech Tower
whichisinActon, west London.

In the nineties the Harlech Tower es-
tate had agrim reputation for crimeand
was used asalocation for the 1997 film
Welcome to Sarajevo about war torn
Bosnia

Today, it ispart of one of the most am-
bitious regeneration programmes in
London.

Itsposition, lessthan three milesfrom
the centre of London, and theremorse-
lessly rising house prices have madeit
an extremely attractive investment
proposition.

TheHarlech Tower apartment block is
duefor demoalitionand 2,500 new homes
are being built on the new rebranded
Acton Gardens Estate whichisseen as
amodel of inner-city renewal.

AsDel Boy would have said, “Lovely
jubbly.”

Merry Christmas,
Elfan

.

ONLY FOOLS AND HORSES is a British television sitcom cre-

ated and written by John Sullivan and originally broadcast on
BBC One. Set in Peckham in south-east London, it stars David
Jason as ambitious market trader Derek “Del Boy” Trotter, Nicholas
Lyndhurst as his younger brother Rodney Trotter, and Lennard
Pearce as their elderly Grandad. The series follows the Trotters’
highs and lows in life, in particular their attempts to get rich.

FAWLTY TOW,|
Sachs in Berlin in 1930. His character Manuel was one of the
most imitated British comedy characters of the 1970s.

Much

loved

‘Fawlty Towers’ actor,
dies aged 86

LONDON —Andrew Sachs, the
actor whorosetofamein Fawity
Towers, has died at the age of
86 after a four-year battle with
dementia.

Theactor, best known for playing hap-
less Spanish waiter Manuel in John
Cleese'ssitcom, passed away inacare
home on November 23 hiswife hasre-
vealed.

Melody Sachs, who cared for him in
hisfina years, disclosed he had suffered
vascular dementia, losing his capacity
to speak and writein later life.

Thedisease, the second-most common
form of dementia, is characterised by
the often sudden loss of language,
speech and memory, along with mood
changes.

“1 never once heard him grumble. It
wasn't all doom and gloom; he still
worked for two years,” said Melody.

“We were happy, we were always
laughing, we never had adull moment.
He had dementiafor four yearsand we
didn’'t really noticeit at first until the
memory started going.

“Itdidn’t get really bad until quite near
the end. | nursed Andrew; | wasthere
for every moment of it.”

Sachswon aplaceinthe nation’shearts
for his role in Fawlty Towers, where
he played aclueless Spanish waiter who
became the butt of John Cleese’sjokes.

Hiscatchphrase, “I know nothing,” and
Basil Fawlty’s dismissive “He's from
Barcelona” have gone down in British

loved BBC programmes ever made.

Despite his stellar career, Sachsisre-
membered in recent yearsfor being the
innocent victim of a furore in which
presenters prank-called him.

In 2008, BBC presenters Jonathan Ross
and Russell Brand made a live on-air
obscenecall tohiminwhichthey joked
about Brand sleeping with his grand-
daughter GeorginaBaillie.

M ore than 500 peopl e protested to the
BBC, which wasforced to apologiseto
Sachsfor these “ unacceptable and of -
fensive” remarks.

In 2014, Sachs said he remained “dis-
gusted” by theincident, with hiswife
telling the Daily Mail the episode had
been “ absolutely horrific.”

Bornin 1930 Germany, Sachsfled the
Naziswith hisfamily in 1938 and even-
tually settled in North London.

He married Melody — who starred in
one episode of Fawlty Towers herself
—in 1960, going on to have three chil-
dren.

Beginning his acting career on BBC
radio, he went on to appear in The
Saint, Randall and Hopkirk and The
History of Miss Polly, with guest ap-
pearances in Casualty and Doctor
Who.

His Fawlity Towers co-star Cleese once
said of Sachs, “Hejust made melaugh
tillithurt.”

“If youmet Andrew youwould cal him
almost retiring, very quiet, almost aca-
demic, studiously polite,” hesaid.

“Then suddenly he clips on that mous-

comedy history, with the Seventies sit-

tacheand something elsein hisperson-
com regularly voted among the best-

ality justdipsin.”

Vital Spark theatre presents the Canadian premiere
of ‘Mary Queen of Scots Got Her Head Chopped Off’

VANCOUVER —“Once upon a time there were two queens on the wan green
island, and thewan green island was split into two kingdoms. But no equal king-
doms...”

So LaCorbie, theringmaster, thetrickster prophetess, cracks her whip and, with
her fiddle player at her side, plunges usinto the “whispers, rumours, souchsand
chatters’ that are at the heart of the story of two of history’s most intriguing
women —Mary Queen of Scots and her cousin, Elizabeth 1.

Thestageisset for adeadly gamewhereintrigue, passion, marriage, and murder
al spinto LaCorbie'stelling.

We meet the two queens of course, but also Lord Darnley, the young suitor sent
by Elizabeth to marry Mary, Mary’s secretary David Rizzio (is he her lover
also?), aswell as her third hushand Bothwell, and, snaking between the plottings
and secrets, the lean, gaunt figure of John Knox, “as black asnight.”

Liz Lochhead’'s Mary Queen of Scots Got her Head Chopped Off is no stately

text but araw, rough telling of the familiar tale of the enmity between Elizabeth
and Mary.

Here the focus is on Mary, and on how she tries to control a land riven with
sectarianism, with plotsand counterpl ots, while continuing to be apassionate and
beautiful woman of flesh and blood.

In what has been called her “scavenging eclecticism of language,” and with
ferocious iconoclasm and boundless wit, Lochhead sets out a tale of a queen
who hasfailed to learn what Elizabeth did, that aqueen must rule with her head
not her heart.

Mary Queen of Scots Got her Head Chopped Off runs at the Jericho Arts
Centre February 17 to March 11, Thursday through Saturday at 8 PM, Sundays
at 2 PM, plus matinee (aswell as evening performance).

Tickets are $25 and $20 for seniors and students. Reservations at (604) 224-
8007, ext 3. Moreinformation at: www.vital sparktheatre.com.
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Dylan Thomas. Childhood home
ashrlnetoallterary legend

For fans of Welsh poet Dylan
Thomas, it isthe ultimate ex-
perience: spend the night in
his childhood bedroom, now
restored to the way it was
back in the 1930s, complete
with ajumble of books, ciga-
rette stubs and scraps of pa-
per bearing his scribbled po-
etry.

Thomas's birthplace at No5
Cwmdonkin Drive, Swansea, isopento
visitorsfor guided tours— but you can
also take over the whole property for
short breaks during the week or at
weekends, for one night or a week or
more.

It has become a shrine to the poet —
Prince Charlescalledinfor teain 2012
— and has become a base for Dylan
tours.

Theyoung Dylan was doted on here by
his parents. His mother cut the top off
his egg, and it was a duty he came to
expect from all thewomeninhislife.

Thereisaso good funinfollowing the
routesthat would once have been taken
by the young Dylan and which no doubt
provided inspiration for his poetry
crammed school exercise books.

Poet In Thomas pictured
with his Irish wife Caitlin.

7 5,
INTERIOR of
Cwmdonkin Drive, the childhood
home of Dylan Thomas.

THE No5

Hewould go on to write one of the 50
most quoted lines in English verse
(against tough competition from Shake-
speare, Keats and Tennyson): ‘Do not
go gentleinto that good night...’

Midway along Terrace Road — Tho-
mas'’s route to school — visitors will
pauseto look down over the new Swan-

sea, to the glorious sweep of the bay
Dylan would have known so well, and
onto Mumbles.

Hewould wander his*ugly lovely town’
(it became acity in 1969) in search of
conviviality and conversation, until he
left for London at the age of 20.

The condemned Bush Hotel in High
Street is another stop. This is where
Dylantook hislast drink beforehistrain
to London, and onto New York, where
hediedin 1953 after amammoth drink-
ing session at the White Horse Tavern.

Walk down Salubrious Passage, where
amischievous schoolboy Dylan would
drop coins heated on a Bunsen burner
and watch passersby pick them up and
drop them with ayelp.

Also, view the offices of the newspa-
per where he worked as areporter, the
BBC studio where that rich stentorian
voicewould boom at themicrophonein
many alive broadcast, and the former
Swansea School of Art where the
platinumtongued | othario chatted up fel-
low femal e studentsthere.

It'sasad fact that Swansea, in hisday
and after it, never fully accepted the
bibulous, flirting scribe, whose behav-
iour wasmoderate by today’sstandards.
But now there is The Dylan Thomas
Centre, withitsexhibition onhislifeand
work, in Swansea's Maritime Quarter.

DOOLIN'S
IRISH PUB

T IRISH PUB
.N THE (ITY

GREAT FOOD AND DRINK,

W "'T‘u‘ﬁ
} W J
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY & SPORTS ACTION
WHY HANGOUT WITH ANYBODY ELSE?

654 NELSON ST. | DOOLINS.CA | @ DOOLINS | SUBJECT TO CAPACITY | 2 PIECES OF ID REQUIRED

Circa 1989

From Gary, Fred and the Staff
here at the Grill, have a safe holiday
season and a Happy New Year!

Join us daily for Happy Hour 3-6!
~Proper Pints of Guinness $6~
2204 York Ave
(one block south of Kits beach)

website: sunsetgrillvancouver.com
instagram: sunsetgrillkits

sunset

GRILL

“Tis the season for
holiday cheer at

fhiaAor2
&' Joreo

Small groups, big groups, and everything

in between - we have the perfect space for

you so you can have a great gathering.

STAMPS LANDING (False Creek)
604.876.0234 | stampslanding®mahonyandsons.com
BURRARD LANDING (Convention Centre)
604.647.7513 | burrardlanding®mahonyandsons.com
UBC (UBC Campus)

604.827.4444 | ubcemahonyandsons.com

[} /mahonyandsons [T] #mahonyandsons 4447 (; J oru0”

MAHONYANDSONS.COM

Call to
make your
reservation

today!
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From the Blackhouse to
the White House: Scotland
and the U.S. President-Elect

By
HARRY
McGRATH

EDINBURGH —In 1640

an act of the Scottish Par-

liament abolished the
“Yulevacation and al ob-
servation thereof in time
coming.”

This post-reformation attitude to Christ-
masdidn’t last forever, aswasintended,
but it did prevail until 1958 when Christ-
masin Scotland finally becameapublic
holiday.

It was sixteen more years before Box-
ing Day was added and atwo-day break
became the norm.

My uncle, who was with the Glasgow
post-office, left for work on Christmas
morning, as he did any other morning,
and |ooked forward to Hogmanay.

In keeping with that long Scottish tradi-
tion, | will skip over Christmasin this
column and spend it anticipating the
New Year. It's fair to say that many
Scotsview 2017 with trepidation.

The primary cause is Brexit which is
likely to have anegative effect on eve-
ryoneinthe UK but will be even more
keenly felt in Scotland where only 38
percent voted for it.

The secondary cause, however, can be
directly attributed to one of our own.

Scotland haslong boasted about famous
membersof itsdiaspora. Thelist of well-
kent Scots-Canadiansislong and wide
ranging: politicians, traders, bankers,
educators and so on.

In the United States, theroll call isnot
quite so extensive although “thefather
of theAmerican navy” John Paul Jones,
industrialist and philanthropist Andrew
Carnegieand naturdist John Muir al had
thedistinction of being bornin Scotland.

In addition, an official “gateway Scot-
land” website claimsthat an “ astonish-
ing” 33 presidents of the United States
have been of Scottish or Ulster-Scots
descent.

However, onceyou remove the Ul ster-
Scots, many of whom had fairly direct
linksto Ireland, the Scottish connection
isoften distant.

The current president Barack Obama,
for instance, is said to be able to trace
his ancestry to William the Lion who
ruled Scotland from 1165 to 1214.

Ironic then that the new U.S. President-
elect has such a close connection to
Scotland and such arocky relationship
with the place.

Donald Trump’s mother Mary Anne
MacL eod emigrated in 1930 from the
village of Tong near Stornoway on the
Island of Lewis when she was just 18
yearsold.

Mary MacLeod was born in a black
house — generally dry stone walls
packed with earth and athatched roof,
and she spoke Gaelic.

DONALD TRUMP'S mother Mary Anne was born in Scotland in
1912. She emigrated from Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis to the
U.S. and married Trump’s father Fred in 1936. They went on to
have five children, Donald, Maryanne, Robert, Fred Jr. and Eliza-
beth. Trump’s mum Mary Anne died in Queens, New York, in
2000.

One can only imagine her thoughts on
departing for New York where she
would eventually meet and marry real
estate devel oper Fred Trump.

From the earliest days of Scottish devo-
Iution, the Trump connection to Scotland
was fostered and encouraged.

Former First Minister Jack McConnell
courted Trump and raised the possibil-
ity of him buildingagolf coursein North
East Scotland.

Trump became aGlobal Scot i.e. abusi-
ness ambassador for the country.

I remember giving atalk on behalf of
Simon Fraser University’s Scottish Stud-
iesat aconferencein Chicagoin 2005,
and being preceded by theteam that was
responsiblefor attractinginward invest-
ment to Scotland from North America.

The primary boast was that Donald
Trump had granted it a20 minuteinter-
view, subsequently extended to 40 min-
utes.

This obsession with Trump passed
seamlesdly from the old Scottish Execu-
tive to the new Scottish Government
when the SNP's minority government
was elected in 2007.

First Minister Alex Salmond continued
to cultivate Trump whose golf course
wasto bebuiltin hisown constituency.

Even minor players sometimesfelt the
Trump presence.

When photographer Graeme Murdoch
and | co-produced the Homecoming
Scotland 2009 project “thisis who we
are” —linking townsin Scotland andin
Canada that had the same name — we
got acall from aTrump adviser to say

that “Donald” was considering funding
our project.

Thefunding never materialised but pass-
ing anold plug-in phoneto each other in
a freezing room in Edinburgh while
someone on the upper floor of Trump
Tower in Chicago promised usthe earth,
will livelong inthe memory.

Trump’srelationship with the Scottish
Government began to decline when it
approved an application to build wind
turbineswithin sight of hiscourse.

From there, it went into freefall before
culminating in aradical reassessment of
“the Donald” based on hisnow infamous
comments on Muslims, Mexicans and
wall-building.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon described
them as “obnoxious and offensive,”
Trump’s Global Scot ambassadorship
was rescinded and Robert Gordon Uni-
versity in Aberdeen withdrew hishon-
orary degree.

From a Scottish perspective, however,
Donald Trump never quite goes away.

Hestill hashisgolf courseand, infact,
added another one when he bought
Turnberry, one of Scotland’s most fa-
mous links and erstwhile host to the
British Open. He renamed it Trump
Turnberry in 2014.

However, when Donald Trump isinau-
gurated on January 20, 2017 and be-
comes the closest thing we' ve had to a
Scot as U.S. president, many herewill
think that it augurs badly for the New
Year.

In almost any other circumstances,
black houseto White House would have
been a Scottish story for the ages.

The Tam O’ Shanter Scottish Coun-
try Dancers will host their annual
Robert Burns Supper on Saturday,
January 28, 2017 at the Star of the
SeaHall in White Rock, B.C. For tick-
etsand moreinformation, call (604)
535-89409.

The Tam O’Shanter
Scottish Country Dancers
Burns Supperin Whlte Rock

WESTMINSTER'’S youngest MP Mhairi Black sid Jobcentre staff

have “lives in their hands.”

SNP MP Mhairi Black

shoots down Tory

MP

accused of heckling
her during a debate

LONDON - Youngest MP
Mhairi Black, 22, hit out as
David Nuttall was accused of
shouting the heckle during ade-
bate on the hated sanctions re-
gime.

The Conservative Party MP was at-
tacked by Westminster’syoungest MP
on December 2 after he was accused
of saying benefit claimants are “terri-
fied they might get ajob.”

The Scottish Nationalist Party MP ac-
cused David Nuttall of shouting the
heckle across the House of Commons
during a debate on the hated sanctions
regime.

A yell can be heard on avideo record-
ing of the debate asMhairi Black (22),
said peopleare“terrified beforethey go
into thejobcentre.”

It prompted anger across the packed
bench of SNP MPs and mutters of
“shameonyou.”

Nuttall was not shamed by namein the
chamber —but several M Ps pinpointed
him on Twitter.

TheBury North MP stood up to address
the claims after Black challenged him
to oust himself — suggesting “the per-
sonwho said it getsto their feet.”

He argued, “The point is that the best
way to help peopleis for them to find
work.

“Thefact of the matter isthat thereare
more peopleinwork inthiscountry than
ever before, so people have no reason
to be terrified about going into a
jobcentre.

“They ought to belooking forwardto it,
becausethelikelihood isthat, under this
Government, they will find ajob.”

But Black pressed further, challenging
Nuttall to confirm or deny he madethe
“shameful” comment.

When heremained in hisseat, she con-
cluded: “Hissilenceisashame.”

The row came as Black introduced a
law to stop benefit claimantsbeing sanc-
tioned until their financial needsare as-
sessed.

But thelaw was shelved after SNPand
Tory MPsdebated for solong they gave
the government just eight minutes to
speak —thus running out the clock.

Four SNP M Pstalked for two hoursand
29 minutes; three Tory MPstalked for
an hour and 40 minutes; and Labour’s
shadow minister talked for 20 minutes.

Complaining about Black’s speech, Tory
Work and Pensions Minister Damian
Hindssaid: “ She spokefor one hour and
15 minutesand | havevery littletime.

“1’m not going to be ableto get through
all the contents of the Bill.”

A damning National Audit Officereport
said sanctions — dished out to 400,000
people in 2015 — save no money and
there’sno evidence they work.

Black condemned the rise of food
banks, saying, “ Theideathat individu-
alsand citizensin our society arereliant
solely on the charity of othersto eat and
tofeed their children showsweare slid-
ing backwards down ahill to Victorian
times.”

She warned the sanctions system could
make mental health problemsworse.

“Someone who is depressed and anx-
ious, and whoisall over the place wor-
rying about wheretheir children’s next
meal is going to come from, does not
havetimeto think and worry about how
to go down the paper trail to get aman-
datory reconsideration,” shesaid.

And shewarned homeless people were
“disproportionately affected.”

“No matter how we look at it or how
we arrive at this point, no government
should make their citizens homeless,”
she said. “One person made homeless
istoo many.”

Black said Jobcentre staff “ do atremen-
dous job” but “we are all human, and
that we all have our bad days and our
grumpy days.

“Unless there are clearcut rules and
regulationsof conduct in place, that bad
day could translate into ruining some-
one else’'s day.

“And that simply cannot happen when
they have someone else'slivelihood and
survival intheir hands.”

Black has brief cause to blush herself —
when she appeared to mistake back-
bencher Nuttall for aminister.

Shesaid, “If someonethinksit’saccept-
ableto speak in that way about our most
vulnerable people that our job as gov-
ernment is to look after them, | would
suggest they’ renot fit for government.”

AnMPinterjected, “ That’swhy he'son
the back benches.”

Tory Michael Gove aso attacked her
for saying South Thanet was a “leafy,
prosperous, happy Conservative suburb
with not many real hard issues’ — de-
spiteit being one of the most deprived
parts of south east England.
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Scottish firs minister
backscallsfor ‘Cdtic corridor’

DUBLIN — Scotland’s First
Minister Nicola Sturgeon has
encouraged closer business
ties between her country, the
Republic and Northern Ire-
land during avisit to Dublin.

She added that she passionately believes
historic ties between Scotland and Ire-
land will be strengthened “to our mu-
tual benefitintheyearsahead,” asshe
backed callsfor a“ Celtic corridor” of
closer business dealings.

During ahistoric addressto the Seanad,
Sturgeon said she will publish ablue-
print on Scotland’sBrexit optionswithin
weeks.

She said the document, to be unveiled
before the end of the year, will set out
indetail waysinwhich the Scottish vote
ontheEU in/out referendum can bere-
spected.

“It will focus on options for Scotland

withinthe UK. Of course, thereisalso
the option of Scotland considering again
the question of becoming an independ-
ent country. That option remainsfirmly
onthetable.”

Sturgeon, thefirst serving head of gov-
ernment to addressthe Seanad in Dub-
lin, received a sustained standing ova-
tion from the house after her speech.

It wasthe culmination of atwo-day visit
to Dublin, which included talks with
political and business|eaders, aimed at
strengthening tiesbetween Scotland and
Ireland in the wake of the June vote
for Britain to pull out of the EU.

Earlier, thefirst minister met 130 busi-
ness leaders at a breakfast gathering
organised by the Irish Business and
Employers Confederation.

Sturgeon also warned of a“hardening
of opinion” against the UK by other EU
countries. “1 guess that’s because the
UK isstill not being clear astowhat it
wants,” she said.

In addition to that, she said other mem-
ber states are hearing comments that
suggest the UK can have its cake and
eat it, keeping elements of the EU that
it wants, and jettisoning thoseit doesn’t
like

Scotland voted to stay — by 62 percent
to 38 percent —with every single coun-
cil areabacking the Remain camp.

The SNP leader said how the UK re-
sponds to the referendum result will
define Scotland for generations to
come.

“1f the path that the UK takesturnsout
to be deeply damaging to Scotand'sin-
terests — to our economic, social, cul-
tural and interactional interests—then
the people of Scotland must have the
right to choose adifferent future,” she
told senators.

“We understand — acutely understand
—none of what lies ahead is easy, but
nothing about Brexit is going to be
easy.”

Cambrian Hall dance night
a resounding success

By
EIFION
WILLIAMS

PHOTO: Ruth Baldwin
RATTLEBONE BAND along with
caller J.D. Erskine kept the
Cambrian Hall humming at the
combined ceilidh/twmpath/barn
dance on October 28.

VANCOUVER —The Cambrian
Hall’s Red Dragon lounge was
humming with music, laughter
and chatter on Friday, October
28.

The occasion was a combination
ceilidh/twmpath/barn dance fea-
turing the Rattlebone Band and
caler J.D. Erskine.

A ceilidhisatraditional Irish and Scot-
tish social gathering involving music,
dancing and storytelling.

Over the years, the ceilidh has ex-
panded fromitsoriginal Gaelic rootsto
include all kinds of music and dance,
whileretaining its social and commu-
nity atmosphere.

Other nations have similar traditional
social gatherings.

The Welsh call their gathering a
twmpath , meaning in Welsh ahump or
ahillock, which in past years was the

The Celtic Cradle of Life
reminds us that
our lives are forever
intertwined with the
lives of those we love.
These threads that
bind us to one another
help to weave our
own destinies - past,
present and future.

Find this collection and other fine items at

CELTIC CREATIONS

Td: 604-903-8704
2nd Level Lonsdale Quay Market

www.Celtic Creations.net

Email: Celticcreations(@telus.net

natural feature occupied by musicians
during the open-air singing and danc-
ing.

A barn dance describes asimilar gath-

ering that evolved in the American
West.

The Cambrian Hall dance was awell-
attended fundrai ser, with participants of
all ages, fromsix to 80.

Organizerswereimpressed by thefeel-
ing of community engendered by the
event and participants enjoyed asocial
gathering that included children aswell
asadults.

Several Welsh Society participants
wore Wel sh costumeswhile other danc-
ers were dressed for Halloween.

The Rattlebone Band isawell-known
English ceilidh band that performsall
over the Lower Mainland.

Some of its members also dance with
the Vancouver Morrismen.

Band member Graham Baldwin sug-
gested the ceilidh idea to the Welsh
Society’s social committee as a
fundraiser. The committee accepted
what proved to be a very successful
event.

J.D. Erskineisavery talented and ex-
perienced caller from Vancouver |Is-
land.

Thecaller playsacrucial rolein acei-
lidh by maintaining momentum, varying
the music, and introducing participants
to the dance steps.

During the interval, dancers enjoyed
some traditional Welsh treats such as
bara brith and Welsh Cakes.

They were al so entertained by the Lit-
tle Mountain Step’'n Clog group per-
forming adelightful Welsh broom dance
to thetraditional tune Pwt ar y Bys.

Given the success of thisevent, organ-
izersPat Morrisand Ruth Baldwin are
planning another fund-raising ceilidh/
twmpath/barn dance early in the new
year.

Anyoneinterested in attending should
check the Welsh Society’s website
www.welshsociety.com for the exact
date and time and buy tickets early as
theeventislikely tosell out.
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Senior Toriesurged to stop
making jokes about Boris Johnson

LONDON —Anally of Boris
Johnson has pleaded with
senior Tories to stop under-
mining the Foreign Secretary
with public jibes.

Tory MP Jake Berry told critics
of Johnson to stop “sniping from
the comfort of Whitehall” and
back the Cabinet minister.

He spoke out about the attacks on
Johnson, amid concernsthey are dam-
aging thereputation of the Foreign Sec-
retary around theworld.

In recent weeks Prime Minister
Theresa May and Chancellor Philip
Hammond have publicly poked fun at
theformer London mayor.

Rossendale and Darwen MP Berry’s
defence of Johnson came after the For-
eign Secretary visited Afghanistan for
thefirst time.

Berry told the Mail on Sunday, “Boris
has spent thisweekend in Afghanistan,
one of the most dangerous countriesin
theworld.

“Andwhat are hisarmchair critics do-
ing? Sniping from the comfort of
Whitehall. They need to get behind him
if Britain is going to succeed with
Brexit.”

The primeminister used her Conserva
tive Party conference speech to joke
“can Boris Johnson stay on message
for afull four days? Just about.”

BORIS JOHNSON

At arecent awards ceremony theprime
minister also teased him after he had
joked about Lord Heseltine “throttling”
hisdog.

May said, “Boris, thedog was put down
... when its master decided it wasn't
needed any more.”

Hammond made abarbed referenceto
Johnson’saborted leadership campaign
as hedelivered hisAutumn Statement
inthe Commons.

“| suspect that | will prove no more
adept at pulling rabbitsfrom hatsthan
my successor as foreign secretary has
been at retrieving balls from the back
of scrums,” Hammond said.

A referenceto Johnson’s previous com-

ments about his leadership ambitions
that “if the ball came loose at the back
of the scrum” hewould pick it up.

On hisvisitto Afghanistan, theforeign
secretary held talks with president
Ashraf Ghani and chief executive
AbdullahAbdullahin Kabul and praised
thework of British military and civilian
staff hel ping to rebuild and stabilise the
country.

Johnson said, “ Afghanistan isan amaz-
ing country and I’ mincredibly proud of
the work that the UK is doing here to
challenge extremism and terrorism, pro-
mote democracy and human rightsand
support the Afghan Government’s re-
form plans.

“British military trainersareimproving
theahility of theAfghan military to sta-
bilise the country and respond to ex-
tremism, and our development works
means girls are defying extremists by
going to school and university.

“Our work also meansthat terrorismis
increasingly tackled at source.

“Hundreds of British men and women
continue to work here for noble rea-
sons, in often highly dangerous circum-
stances, and we continue to owe them
a huge debt of gratitude for the vital
contribution that they are making.”

Johnson also went to the British Cem-
etery in Kabul to pay tribute at a me-
morial to the 456 UK servicemen and
womenwho havelost their livesin Af-
ghanistan since 2001.

Theresa May Warned.:
Give Businesses a Brexit Plan

LONDON —TheresaMay is
damaging businessby leaving
employers “uncertain” over
their accessto talented Euro-
pean workers, the head of the
Conference of British Indus-
try (CBI) haswarned.

Paul Drechder said the primeminister
must do more than refuse to offer a
running commentary and repeat her
“Brexit meansBrexit” mantraand ac-
tually lay out aplan for what happens
whenArticle50istriggered.

He said at the CBI conference on No-
vember 21, “When it comes to nego-
tiations, no-one understands the need
for discretion better than business.

“We're not asking for a running com-
mentary —but we arelooking for clar-
ity and —above al —aplan.”

He said while there had been “encour-
aging signs,” such as decisions on
Heathrow and Hinkley Point, thousands
of firmswere still faced with the ques-
tion of what happens the day after
Brexit.

Drechsler warned, “ Today, businesses
areinevitably considering the cliff edge
scenario — a sudden and overnight
transformation intrading conditions.

“If thishappens, firms could find them-
selvesstranded in aregulatory noman’s
land.”

The Irish businessman went astep fur-
ther —saying it would be“impossible”
at short notice for the nation’s ports,
airportsand logisticsfirmsto navigate
new trading rules if they came into

THERESA MAY

forcewithout warning.

“So — for many firms it’s not about a
‘hard’ or ‘soft’ Brexit, but a‘smooth’
Brexit, which avoids these cliff edge
problems,” hesaid.

“The government should build on the
positive movesit has already made to
dispel uncertainty by drawing up plans

for asmooth trangtion, giving firmsboth
thetimeto adapt to new regulation and
the confidencetoinvest beyond 2019.”

May herself gave a speech at the CBI
conference, in which she gave her big-
gest hint yet that the government might
seek atransitional exit fromthe EU.

Shesaid, “ Obviously aswelook at the
negotiation wewant to get the arrange-
ment that is going to work best for the
UK and the arrangement that is going
to work best for businessin the UK.

“And I’'m conscious that there will be
issuesthat will need to belooked at.

“I understand the point that Paul
[Drechd er] hasmade, othershave made
thispoint, that peopledon’t want acliff
edge, they want to know with some cer-
tainty how things are going to go for-
ward.

“That will be part of the work that we
do in terms of the negotiation that we
are undertaking with the European Un-
ion.”

e
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NIGEL FARAGE with Donald Trump at Trump Tower on November

12 following the U.S. election. Forage was Trump'’s first meeting
with a foreign politician after the election.

UK

Rejects

Donald Trump’s Call

for Nigel

—Farage to Be

Made Ambassador

LONDON — Nigel Farage con-
tinuesto pose adiplomatic head-
ache to Theresa May over his
closenessto U.S. president-elect
Donald Trump.

The former UK Independence Party
(UKIP) leader hasjust undertaken his
second visit to the U.S. sincethe elec-
tion while the prime minister isyet to
sit down with any member of the presi-
dent-elect’ sincoming administration.

Forage was Trump’sfirst meeting with
aforeign politician after hiselectionwin.

The52-year-old British right-wing popu-
list and Brexit campaigner was pictured
alongsidethe president-elect standing
in front of the golden door of Trump’s
apartment, grinning like school boys.

Following themeeting, Trump Tweeted:
“Many people would like to see
@Nigel_Farage represent Great Brit-
ain as their Ambassador to the United
States. Hewould do agreat job!”

Downing Street flatly rejected the sug-
gestion, responding there was no va-
cancy for the position.

Theideashould have been anon-starter
— British Governments appoint their
own ambassadors, and the current of -
fice-holder, Sir Kim Darroch, hasonly
held the post since January —but Boris
Johnson, who isnow foreign secretary,
wasforced to spell out their position.

A former metals trader in the City of
London, Farage hasled the anti-Euro-
pean Union UKIP on and off since
2006.

Back then, David Cameron, as |eader
of the Conservatives, described UK|P
members as “fruitcakes, loonies, and
closet racists.”

Farage said it would bein the national
best interest for Downing Street to use
his connectionswith the Trump team.

“1"m happy to help, formally or infor-
mally,” hesaid, “I’m happy just to make
anintroduction.

“But | just think it'sridicul ous, petty and
potentially against the national interest
for our government not evento ring me
up to have achat with me, et alone ask
meto make someintroductions.

“It isn't just Trump, there are quite a
few members of Trump’steam, people
now taking quite senior positions, that |
have known and got onwith for years.”

On December 2, Farage posted photo-
graphs on Twitter showing him stand-
ing besidefour key Republican politi-
cianswith influencein Trump’sfledg-
ling government.

“Great seriesof meetingsdiscussing the
UK-US special relationship,” Farage
wrote.

Farage met with Kevin McCarthy, who
as house mgjority leader isthe second
most powerful congressional Republi-
can.

He also met with Chuck Grassley, a
senator from lowa, and Peter Roskam,
a congressman from lllinois, who are
both chairmen of powerful congres-
sional committees, with clout in Wash-
ington.

And hewas pictured with Orrin Hatch,
asenator from Utah who has defended
Trump’s controversial assertion that
despite Constitutional protections, there
should be “consequences’ for people
who burn the American flag.

Asked if he would report back on his
trip to May, Farage said, “ They don’t
want totalk tome, | don’t exi<t, to quote
Downing Street, | amirrelevant.”

of Earl Grey’s " orphan scheme'.

WHITE ROCK, BC —Upcoming next year isthe Canadian premiere of Bel-
fast Girlswritten by Jaki McCarrick and directed by Wendy Bollard.

Thistheatre production tellsthe story of five young women who escape star-
vationin 1850 Ireland by winning passage on aship bound for Australiaas part

During what iscommonly referred to asthe Famine, approximately 4,000 young
women were enticed to Australiawith promises of jobs and a better future.

Inreality many of theseyoung ‘ orphans’ were prostitutes, well over the age of

PENINSULA PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS
‘BELFAST GIRLS’ IN MARCH 2017

18 and what they found in Australia was more hardship. Jaki McCarrick’s
captivating play Belfast Girls weaves the tale of five of these women.

The play was first presented in August 2011 at the King's Head Theatre in
London. The next year it went on to be developed as a staged reading at the
National Theatre Studio, London and was subsequently publishedin 2015.

Peninsula Productions is proud to present the Canadian Premiere of Belfast
Girls from March 1 to 11 at the Coast Capital Playhouse White Rock and
from March 15 to 18 at the Goldcorp Stage at BMO Theatre Centrein Van-
couver. For tickets and more detail s, see: www. peninsul aproductions.org.
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Hogmanay: Scotland’s
Biggest Festive Celebration

ntil relatively recently Christmas was not
celebrated in Scotland. During the Scot-
tish Reformation it was regarded as pop-
ish and superstitious.

The holiday was apparently too
much likegood funfor therather
dour brand of Calvinism adopted
by John Knox and his follow-
ers. They took this so seriously
that for 400 years Christmaswas
effectively banned.

Whilst the Reformers could ban Christ-
mas, they had no say at all in the cel-
ebration of theNew Year. Right up un-
til the 1950s, New Year was the major
event of the festive season — except
Scots don't celebrate New Year, they
celebrate Hogmanay.

After all thistime, thereisstill no con-
sensuson what Hogmanay means. Hog-
manay as we know it is a cocktail of
various different religious and social
rituals.

Initialy it was a Druid or pagan cel-
ebration, probably to do with thewinter
solstice. Elements of the Roman festi-
val of Saturnaliaand the Viking celebra-
tions of Yule can also be found in the
celebrationsin Scotland.

It has always been important to go into
Hogmanay with aclean sweep, both lit-
erally and metaphorically.

Before Hogmanay, ahuge spring clean
begins, although few houses continue
withthe ol der tradition of burning juni-
per torid the house of evil spirits. Socks
are darned, windows washed and,
where possible, liferesolutionsare un-
dertaken.

Onthestrokeof midnightitisstill com-
mon for housesto be “first footed” by
atall, handsome stranger bearing gifts.

Although the first-footer is seldom a
stranger, it ispreferablethat heisdark.
This harks back to days of Viking in-
vaderswhen afair-haired man knock-
ing at your door was morelikely toin-
spireterror than pleasure.

Until quiterecently thefirst-footer was
subject to a rather rigorous code of
|ooks. Out-of-date now, therewasatime
when afirst-footer should not be flat-
footed, cross-eyed or have their eye-
brows meeting (thought to denote the
evil eye).

All congenitally disabled peoplewere
feared asfirst-footersand actively dis-
couraged from people' shouses—again
no longer the case.

Thefirgt-footer till bringsgifts. Whisky,
food and alump of coal are the main
trio of traditionsthat comewith thefirst-
footer —asign of how little hasreally
changed from times past. (The medi-
eval clergy gavefood to the parish poor,
which in itself was reminiscent of pa-
ganfood offerings.)

Perhapsthething that heralds Hogma-
nay and New Year around theworldis
the singing of Auld Lang Syne, the
Robert Burns song that so epitomises
the spirit of the season. Itisat that time
that Scots tend towards the sentimen-
tal, thinking of folksno longer there or
far away.

Both Glasgow and Edinburgh have be-
comerenowned for their celebration of
Hogmanay. The parties attract visitors
from across the world, who gather to-
gether to celebrate with music, singing,
fireworks, dancing and friendship.

In Scotland, Hogmanay is a time to
gather together with friendsand family
and consider the past year. Itisatime
of hope, alooking forward to a better
year and atimewhen peopleresolveto
improvetheir livesand thelives of oth-
ers.

Hertz car rental confused by
tweets from angry Rangers fans

GLASGOW - As football
fans tend to do after a frus-
trating defeat, thousands of
Rangers supporters took to
Twitter to vent their frustra-
tion in the wake of the No-
vember 30 2-0loss at Hearts.
While lamenting their own players,
some also tweeting about the disap-

pointment at losingto“Hertz,” acom-
mon nicknamefor the Tynecastleclub.

This confused those in charge of the
Twitter account for Hertz, the well-
known car rental company, who thought
disgruntled customerswere subtweeting
rather than complaining direct to the
@Hertz account.

One Rangersfan tweeted “ Witf wasthat

#hertz” before getting aresponse from
Hertz.

Another tweeted: “| hate hertz.”

TothisHertz responded: “Wedon't like
hearing this! Can you please DM us
your RR# and more detail s about your
experience so we may assist?’

Wittily, heresponded with: “Well...itall
startswith the 4-3-3.”

A Celtic fan added: “ Still f****n hate
Hertz.”

Towhich Hertzreplied: “Wedon't like
hearing this! Can you please DM us
your RR# and more detail s of your con-
cerns so wemay resolvethisfor you?’

It'shighly unlikely Hertz will beableto
satisfy the concerns of these disgrun-
tled fans, unless they can convince
Mark Warburton onthe meritsof aplan
B.

RANGERS manager Mark
Warburton fumes on the side-
line as Gers are beaten by
Hearts at Tynecastle on Novem-
ber 30.

Filling the coastline’s longing
With such brief harvest

Of elegant, vanishing waves
Is like the mind of time
Opening us shapes of days.

As this year draws to its end,

AT THE END OF THE YEAR

The particular mind of the ocean The slow, brooding times
When all was awkward
And the wave in the mind

Pierced every sore with salt.

The darkened days that stopped
The confidence of the dawn.

Days when beloved faces shone brighter

Tartantown
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Highland Dress - Scottish Giftware - Kilt Rentals
Highland Dance - Bagpipes and Bands

A \}v;vw.tartaﬂng n. om
555 Clarke Rd., Coquitlam 604-936-8548

Are you .Scot yet?

.Scot is the domain name
for the worldwide

family of Scots

It’s now available for individuals,
groups and businesses

connected to Scotland

To FIND OUT HOW TO BECOME A .SCOT VISIT
WWW.DOTSCOT.NET

We give thanks for the gifts it brought
And how they became inlaid within
Where neither time nor tide can touch them.

With light from beyond themselves;

And from the granite of some secret sorrow
A stream of buried tears loosened.

The days when the veil lifted

And the soul could see delight;

When a quiver caressed the heart

In the sheer exuberance of being here.

We bless this year for all we learned,
For all we loved and lost
And for the quiet way it brought us
Nearer to our invisible destination.
— John O’Donohue
To Bless The Space Between Us:
A Book of Invocations and Blessings

Surprises that came awake
In forgotten corners of old fields
Where expectation seemed to have quenched.
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world-famous teaching
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Lots of fun ¢ Great instruction

For information, call:
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L etter to Santa
Getsa Heartwar ming Reply
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ANCOUVER - Van-Fraser Heritage
Club member Frank Sanders was re-
cently reviewing an old Canada Post
publication entitled The Mail Bag.

In a 1964 edition Frank found
an article headlined ‘ The Long
Arm of Santa Claus' that pro-
vided the following Christmas
story:

Early in 1948 aletter wasreceived in
the Forward Division of theformer Post
Officeat Hastings/Granvillein Vancou-
ver.

No oneisquitesurehow theletter found
itsway to Vancouver given the address
was only Santa Claus, Rocky Moun-
tains, Canada.

Theletter wasfrom seven-year-old Iris
Swinton of Dundee, Scotland. Sheis
asking why Santa did not bring her a
doll for Christmas.

The Vancouver post office employees,
touched by the letter, contacted Iris's
mother at the return address.

It turned out Iris'smother had been left
a widow with two sets of twin boys,
seven and six and Irisaninfant. It was
alsorevealed that Iriswas not too well
and that she had never had avisit from
Santa.

Thisinformation prompted Vancouver
post office employeesto collect funds
to purchase and send Iris the doll she
had requested from Santa.

They were able to arrange for the dol|
to be shipped by air, free of charge, by
Trans CanadaAir (now Air Canada).

Also enclosed with the doll was aone
pound money order so that Mrs.
Swinton could pay any feescharged by
British Customs.

However, hearing about the story, Brit-
ish Customs waived any fees and
charges.

So, thanks to a misdirected letter, the
generosity of Vancouver Post Office
employees, Trans CanadaAir and Brit-
ish Customs, Irisreceived the doll she
had requested from Santa.

Very touching letters of thanks were
received from both Irisand her mother.

A Thank You

Letter from Iris

7April, 1948

My Dear Friends in Canada:

Dally arrived safely and sheisthe most
beautiful | have ever seen.

| got your very niceletter to and sorry
to know that Santadoesnot livein the
Rockiesany more.

But | will never need to write Santa
again for a dolly for Snuggles is the
bonniest weegirl intheworld. | call her
Heather White.

Mummy says she is such a pretty
flower. She goes walkies with me and
goesto the shopswith me and says her
prayers with me to and we say avery
niceprayersfor all of youkind friends
in Canada.

God blessall of you and thank you all
from the bottom of my heart.

| am the happiest littlegirl in Scotland
now. | never had adolly before. | will
awfully good care of her.

Santa never came to me before now |

know why he does not stay in the
Rockies now. | will love Snuggles all
my life.

I would liketo say thank you all by send-
ing you thisphoto of myself.

| had it taken with dolly just for al of
you to seean hopeyou will likeit.

| will send you all more of them if you
would likethem.

So cheerio good luck and God blessall
of you. | will always call you my dear
Canadian friends.

From avery happy weegirl.
Iris Swinton
Good Luck Please write

[Spelling errors left as appeared in
the original letter.]

Than[< You

from Iris’s mother
April 7,1948
Dear Srs or Madam:
Your parcel arrived all in perfect con-
dition and they said there was nothing
to pay for it.

| still have this one pound note in my
possession and waswondering if there
has been amistake, will the post office
here call for it or maybe you can en-
lighten me what to do about it.

WEell friends, inthefirst placel want to

thank all of you for your kindness to-
wards ris.

| never saw thelike of thisdoll in Scot-
land, what a beauty sheis, and | know
Iris will take good care it, she is big
enough to understand that.

It has caused some sleepless nights
what excited she has been. And no
wonder, thisdoll has been the envy of
many peoplein Dundee.

Wewere going to havethe photo taken,
and gosh, we were almost mobbed with
people, they all wanted to seeit, really
it was something new in Dundee.

WEell she as sent this photograph of her-
self and thedolly, it isher way of realy
saying thank youtoyou all.

I hope you will accept it from her asit
issent with avery happy little heart and
you can see the excellent look she has
on that photo.

Shewasnot keeping well lately but this
dolly has made a great change in her.
Sheishappy and singsto it most of the
day.....

Well, | cannot find words enough to
thank you all but you will understand
how very grateful | am.

She has put you to alot of trouble no
doubt, butitissomethingwewill aways
remember for therest of our lives.

You have been good friends to her, |
am so happy myself about | can only
say God blessyoufriends.

Mrs. Swinton

[In 1963 Vancouver post office em-
ployee Richard Murray Clamp visited
Dundee and had a chance to meet
with Iris and her young family.]

Irish Chrisgmas Traditions

IRELAND has a wide number of
Christmastraditionsthat are steepedin
the Gaelic and Catholic heritage of the
country.

The Wren Boy Procession
The Wren Boy Procession has been
revived in recent years with parades
being held on St. Stephens Day in
Sandymount in Dublin and other loca-
tions. Thereare several legendsregard-
ing the ‘wren boy’.

Onesuchtaletellsof aplotinavillage
against some British soldiers during
Penal times. The soldiers were sur-
rounded and were about to be am-
bushed when agroup of wrens pecked
on their drums raising the alarm. The
plot failed and thus the wren became
known as‘TheDevil’sBird’.

To commemorate this deed a proces-
sion takes place where a pole with a
holly bush is carried from house to
house and families dress up in old
clothes and with blackened faces. In
ancient timesan actua wren bird would
bekilled and placed on top of the pole.

It is possible that the very Irish tradi-
tion of visiting houses of friends and
relativeson St. StephensDay tracesits
originto these events.

The Christmas Candle
inthe Window
A tradition that was very widespread
inthe 1970s but which seemsto be dy-
ing out somewhat and especially in ur-
ban areasisthe‘candleinthewindow’.

Symbolically the candle represented a
welcome to Joseph and Mary as they
wandered in search of lodgings. The

N il - S T
candleindicated to strangers and espe-
cially to the poor that there may be an
offering of food in the house within.

During the Penal Times in Ireland
Cathalic priestswereforbidden to per-
form Mass so the candle acted as a
covert signal that the occupier was a
Catholic believer and that mass could
be held on the premises.

Mary the mother of Jesus was espe-
cialy reveredin Ireland at Christmas.
Therearemany traditionsinvolving girls
named Mary which at onetimewas by
far the most popular female name in
the country.

The candlein thewindow was often to
be lit by a girl named Mary and only
extinguished by her. The removal of
decorationsin January were also often
to be punctuated by avisit fromaMary.

The Christmas Laden Table
The centre-piece of the Christmas holi-
day inIreland isthe Christmas Dinner.
After the often lavish meal the kitchen
tablewasagain set and on it was placed
some bread and milk and the table
adorned with thewelcoming candle. If
Mary and Joseph, or any wandering
traveller, happened by then they could
avall of the hospitality.

To Santa Cleaus,
Rocky Mountains,
Canada,

IRIS SWINTON of Dundee, Scotland with her trasured doll.
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MRS. SWINTON, Iris’ mother also sent a thank you note saying
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the doll sent to her daugher from Canada was unique in Scotland.

Christmas Holly Decoration
The widespread practice of placing a
ring of Holly on afront door started in
Ireland.

Holly was one of the main plants that
flourished at Christmastimein Ireland
and gave the poorer popul ation means
with which to decorate their homes.

Little Christmas
All Christmas decorations are usually
taken down and put away on ‘Little
Christmas' (January 6th.). Itisconsid-
ered very bad luck to remove the deco-
rations and Christmas tree before this
date.

Modern Irish Christmas
Modern Ireland has changed vastly from
the times when these Irish Christmas
traditions flourished and have often
been replaced with newer more secu-
lar ones.

St. Stephens Day is still regarded asa
day tovisit family and friendsbutisalso
agreat sporting day with horse-racing,
football and a myriad of other sports
taking prominence.

Many workerstake the entire week off
between Christmas Day and New
Years Day with many businesses com-
pletely closing down during thistime.

Midnight Masson ChrismasEveisaso
very well attended and is often adorned
with achoir, the Church withaManger
and Nativity scene.

A Christmas Day swimispractisedin
certain partsof Ireland with perhapsthe
most famous being at the ‘ Forty Foot’
tiny beachin South Dublin.

The traditional Gaelic Greeting
The Gaelic greeting for ‘Merry Christ-
meas' is: ‘Nollaig ShonaDuit' ......which
ispronounced as‘ null-ig hun-adit’.



Irish Women’s | Peace to all
Network of BC . . our Chensked

Wishes you peace
and joy at Christmas
Beannachtai na Nollaig

Reminder: Nollaig na mBan will be held on
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The Executive of the Irish Sports and

Social Society Would like to wish g )
All Our Members & their families . Seasons Greetings & all the best
A Very Merry Christmas & ™ for a prosperous New Year

A Happy & Prosperous New Year y from New West Gypsum Recycling
- President Martin Doyle | to the Irish and Celtic Community

CATERING FOR WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES, Check out our websits
BIRTHDAYS & ANY OTHER SPECIAL OCCASIONS for more infermation
Entertalnment every Saturday Night www.edmontonirishclub.ca
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A big hello amd warm wishes for a

MERRY CHRISTMAS

and a

HAPDY NEW YEAR

jm:
William Kelly & Sons Plumbing
Contractors (1989) Ltd.

WEST LIMERICK HOLDINGS LTD.
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT and MANAGEMENT

3 Thomas O’Flynn Sr.
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& All The Joys of The New Year U\ Vancouver

Our Annual GolfTowrnament will be played at Delta Golf Club on June 11, 2017
T sign in your foursomes contact
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215 East 17", Avenue,
Vancouver V5V 1A6
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A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS H David UEWE‘!]FI"I‘ Williams,

& A HAPPY NEW YEAR - g President

- President, Catherine Mills i il
& the members of the Celtic Club 1| Forinformation about the Society Christmas and

' upcoming events visit www.WelshSociety.com
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THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF

PROCOATCOATINGS LTD.

EST. 1990
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PROCOAT .
@W Extend Seasons Greetings

to all with every good
wish for 2017

"May the forgiving spirit of Him to whom

we dedicate this season prevail again on earth.
May hunger disappear and terrorists cease
their senseless acts.

the Light of the Chriscmas Star o you
the warmeh of home and hearch to you
che cheer and good will of friends To you

he love of the Son and God T
the love of the Son and Gods peace To you My paople live in fresd boine

'%? %”M as they see fit, loving others.

May the sanctity of the home be ever preserved.
May peace, everlasting peace, reign supreme.,"”

- - Soundings, Vol. 2, #12
FuneaaL sery e /% o i 6632 - 90TH AVENUE S.E.
e SR, ANy CALGARY, ALBERTA T2C 2T3
e E-MAIL: PROCOATCRTELUS.NET
TEL: (403) 236-0988 FAX: (403) 236-0993

WWW.PROCOATLTD.COM
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Rogue Folk Club

Celebrating 30 Years of the best Celtic & Roots!
www.roguefolk.com
| Wishing all our friends
at the Celtic Connection
and all its readers
a most hearty Wassail!

See you at The Rogue in
2017 at such shows as:
¢ Anna & Elizabeth (reb 3)

e Fraser & Haas (Feb 12)

e Kierah cd Launch (Mar 3)
¢ Sharon Shannon (Mar 12)
¢ Martyn Joseph (Mar 17)
e JP Cormier (Mar 25)

St. James Hall, 3214 West 10th Avenue
Tickets & Info (604) 736-3022

Long & McQuade

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS %

l ong-mcquade.com

Best Price.

Best Selection.

Christmas
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Happy Holidays
to all our
Customers & Friends
At The Foggy Dew Pub

From:Paul & Staff at the Coquitlam IF'oggy Dew

THE FOGGY DEW WILL BE CLOSING IT’S DOORS
FOREVER ON JANUARY 18T, 2017
We thank you most sincerely and appreciated
your support over the past 18 years.

We are here all December and invite you to drop in to
say goodbye to us and share your memories of the years

NEW YEAR’S EVE TICKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE
Pick-up at the bar or call

. 405 North Road
|| (in the Executive Plaza
' || Hotel) Coquitlam, B.C.

B | (604) 937-5808

to all our customers and friends
from Catherine Brennan-Schwarz
and all the drivers and staff at

| The Legal
== Alternative

(L.A.C. Courier Div. of 387164 B.C. Ltd.)

Guaranteed Economical Overnight
Delivery Service For Barristers and
Solicitors Throughout the Lower Mainland
* Delivery within two days to Victoria

Call (604) 873-3738




DECEMBER 2016/JANUARY 2017

www.celtic-connection.com R4

Wishing all avery happy
and peaceful Christmas

By Sharon Woods (president)
and White Rock Irish Club
executive
Thelrish Club of White Rock was hon-
ouredto have TheBarraMacNellsfrom
Cape Breton perform their Christmas
Concert, at the Coast Capital Theatre

White Rock to asold out audience.

They areamazing musicians, extremely
taented. TheBarraMacNeilsaremade
up of four brothers, sister and friend.

Lucy MacNeil left the audiencewith a
very simple Christmas message to be
shared with all: Remember those who
are alone for Christmas; take the time
totalk to people; and even asmile can
makeabig differencein aperson’slife.
Simple but we feel the need to share.
Sharethe spirit of Christmas!

After the show members of the White
Rock Irish Club went to Bin 101 Wine
& TapasBar next door and agood time
was had by all.

Thelrish Club of White Rock ischang-
ing thingsalittlethisyear with Christ-
mas cel ebrations after Christmas.

Theclubwill celebratelrishlittle Christ-
mas—thelast day of Christmas—often
referred to as Nollaig namBan (Irish
Women'sLittle Christmas) on Saturday,
January 7.

Therewill be abuffet-style Christmas
dinner and dance at the Elks hall on

George Street in White Rock at 6 PM
withmusic by BrianNicholls. Therewill
also be an open mike.

Reserve tickets ahead of time asthere
will be no tickets at the door. Tickets
are $30 (including tax and gratuity).
Tickets are available from Sharon at
(604) 338-3553 or Deirdre at (604) 803-
0773.

Thelrish Club of White Rock will hold
itsannual general meeting at the end of
January. A date has not yet been an-
nounced but if you have any concerns
or issues you would like to add to the
agenda, pleasee-mail Deirdre O’ Ruairc
at shamrockhome@shaw.caor Sharon
\Woods at sharonnichoile@gmail.com.

An Irish Club of White Rock open
houseis planned for Sunday, March 12
from 2- 4 PM downstairs in the Elks
Hall, on George Street, White Rock.

Serving afternoon tea and Irish enter-
tainment. More detailsto follow.

This year, St. Patrick’s Day falls on
Friday, March 17 and the Irish Club of
White Rock will celebrate on the day
with a St. Patrick’s Day dinner dance
at the Hazelmere.

A brilliant celebration isbeing planned,
detailswill come out in the new year.
Mark the date on your calendar (March
17) and reserve tickets early as many
arealready spokenfor. Call Sharon at

(604) 338-3553 or Deirdre (604) 803-
0773.

The Fraser Valley Gaels are celebrat-
ing Christmas on Saturday, December
10 at 6:30 PM at the Pinnacle Hotel-
Harbourfront, Vancouver. For more
details, e-mail Ray O’ Farrell at:
raymondo farrell @live.ie.

Fraser Valley Gaelsand the White Rock
Irish Club haveworked closely together
on many events in 2016 and we look
forward to working with them againin
2017, supporting their games and
events.

The Irish Club of White Rock would
like to extend a warm welcome to all
new comers to White Rock and sur-
rounding areas. We encourage you to
come out and join us or just give usa
call and say hello. Welook forward to
meeting you at our upcoming events.

Wishing everyone a very happy and
peaceful Christmas and a prosperous
new year in 2017.

Again, a big thank you to Maura and
Catholine and the team at The Celtic
Connection for another great year. This
great Irish newspaper keepsusall up-
to-date on what is happening with the
different Irish organizations, newsfrom
Ireland, and just keeping us connected.

Merry Christmasto all. Nollaig shona
dhuit. www.irishclubofwhiterock.com
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LTO $2.50 Off per Bottle.
' Effective December 5, 2016 = January 1, 2017

year,

This

the milkn™

Give the old guy a little

something to warm his belly.

For great Screech drink recipes visit www.screachrum.com.

Available in B.C. and Alberta

Distributed in

twork Agency Stock#226530

NOLLAIG SHONE DHAOIBH
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

THANKS AGAIN TO ALL
FOR YOUR BUSINESS
IN 2016
| OFFER THE BEST
REAL ESTATE
ADVICE,
HELPING YOU
Deirdre Halferty TO MAKE THE
Calgary West Realty BEST REAL ESTATE
Serving Calgary & Area DECISIONS.
(403) 813-5337
www.dhalferty.com
| LOVE REFERRALS

dhalferty@shaw.ca

‘A Canadian company with an experienced Irish realtor”

5%]  THEIRISH SPORTING
“o%| & SOCIAL CLUB

ssammty  VANCOUVER
The ISSC would like to thank members,

supporters and sponsors for their continuing
generosity and support throughout the year.

Le geac dea-gui don nollaig agus don at bliain.
With every good wish for Christmas and the New Year

We are looking forward to getting back to playing
Gaelic Football & Hurling in March 2017!

Check out our Website for Summer Tournament Dates

For more information about club activities:
WWW.isscvancouver.com

TransCold

Tc DISTRIBUTION LTD

Direct Store Deliveries

édd
WARMEST GREETINGS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

10 ALL D

RIENDS & CUSTOME

g/() m."é/a ;i;'oc‘/mn na 7/70/%9 angus

Dliain 7 ua faoi shean s fapi 4

ronas orf.i ar ('{0 H‘Igh‘.'..l?-hl.".

From the Coughlan Family & all
the staff at TransCold Distribution
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GAA: CALGARY CHIEFTAINS OG

‘Joining afootball club
essentially givesyou a family’
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ALGARY -
d Sean and their one-and-a-half-year-old
twin boys, Harry and Ralph, emigrated
4 to Canadain 2014. They have now set-

Leane Lifely, her partner

Sean works in construction
and Leaneis articling at the
law firm of Gruman Mark
Professional Corporation in
Cdgary.

Leanewasborn and raised in Dublin,
where shelived until the age of 10 be-
foremoving to Arklow, County Wick-
low.

At home, Leane played Gaelic foot-
ball for Laragh Ladies Gaelic Football
Club and comogie for Annacurra
Camogie Club.

Always on the go, she was playing
GAA seven nightsaweek and said she
wouldn’t know anything different.

Wasting no time after arriving in
Calgary, Leane joined the Calgary
Chieftains Women’s Gaelic Football
Club and helped organize the Calgary
Chieftain’'s Og —the children’sarm of
the Calgary ChieftainsClub. Sheisaso
thechairperson for the children’sclub.

She has just recently completed the
Train the Trainer course and will be
coaching thekids once they move out-
doorsinthe new year. During thewin-
ter thekidstrain indoors.

James Doyle is the underage head
coach for the children and is aso the
chairperson on the Calgary Chieftains
while Leane takes care of all the pa-
perwork.

Calgary Chieftains Og wasjust formed
in October and Leane said, “we have
new recruitscomeinto thetraining ses-
sionsall thetimeand thereare alot of
documentsto befilled out, and that's
what I’ ve been taking care of .”

The children range from four years of
age up to 16 —it'squite adiversity in
ageswith about 25 children participat-
ing at the moment.

Leaneexplained, “Currently, we' rejust
playing Gaelic football and trying to
teach the skills of the game, but once
wemoveoutsidein March or April we
will incorporate the hurling.

“There is another children’s club in
Calgary, NaFiannaand we're hoping
that eventually our childrenwill beable
to play against them.

“Possibly when we move outside we
could organize acompetitive game be-
tween the two teams.

“Between the two clubs, we collec-
tively have about 50 children playing
GAA. We are the Northwest of the
city and they are the Southeast.

“The Calgary Chieftains Og team de-
veloped dueto the fact that there was
aninterest of parentswith children that

tled down happily in Calgary.

LEANE LIFELY

wanted their childrento play GAA,” she
said, “but the trip down to the south is
about 30 to 40 minutes drive in the
evening time, and for younger kidsit's
hard to keep them awake.”

The parents of most of the children are
of Irish descent and obviously their par-
ents probably played GAA in Ireland
before moving to Calgary themselves.

“But we do have a couple of Canadian
kidsplaying,” said Leane, “and wehave
had afew dropping into seewhat Gaelic
football isall about.

“For us it's fantastic. It's one thing if
parents want them to play, but it's an-
other thing if children want to play on
their own. So, that's the name of the
game, it'snot to keep the parents happy,
but to keep the children happy...happy
children, happy parents.”

Spesking about the possibility of the chil-
dren eventually taking part in tourna-
mentsin Red Deer or Edmonton, Lifely
said that would certainly beapossibility
when they get into the outdoor season.

She said that both Red Deer and Ed-
monton have a blitz on, so it would be
their aimto try and arrange tournaments
with them this summer.

“1 don’t think for the upcoming year we
would go much further than that. But,
we do have NaFiannaherein the South-
east and it would be good to set-up a
couple of competitive matches with
them.”

One of thethings about the kids playing
Gaelicfootball isthat thereisnot ahuge
outlay of expense for equipment by the
parents. It'sdefinitely not asexpensive
as say hockey equipment would be.

“Even when we do start the hurling,”
said Leane, “it's essentially just a hel-
met for the hurling.

“And, of course, you will want to be pro-
viding the children with adliotar so that
they can go home and practice, because
that’swhat it'sall about.

“Later on, we would liketo gointo the
schools and see if we can actually in-
corporate GAA gamesinto the physical
education system.

“I"'m not sure how that would go but we
have 50 children now, so there must be
more children out there who may just
not have heard of the games.

“Of course, it's not just our aim to just
have Irish children play. We definitely
want to bring it out to the wider public

and welcome any nationality to play.”

GAA isnot just played by Irish people,
there are thousands all over the world
playing it.... some have no Irish herit-
ageat all.

“It would befantastic to haveit known
toall Canadianslike hockey, soccer, and
baseball,” said Leane. “That’s pretty
muchit... it'spromoting the games.”

In terms of playing for the Calgary
Chieftains women's team and coach-
ing the Calgary Chieftains Og, Leane
laughed and said, “well, wewill beplay-
ing on different nights and yes, it will
be quite busy.”

Canadawas always somewhere Leane
wanted to explore having previously
livedinAustraliabut, likemany new ar-
rivals, thoughts of family are never far
from her mind.

“1 comefromafamily of eight, so | did
have asignificant support systemthere.
But in saying that, one of my brothers
had actually moved here and when we
moved one of my sistersmoved over a
couple of months|ater.

“My mother wasjust herethispast sum-
mer for six monthsand my parentswere

JAMES DOYLE the underage head coach with the Calgary Chief-
tains Og Gaelic football team.

both herethe summer before. So, in say-
ing that, | have been blessed and more
blessed than most people have.

“Calgary for my career has definitely
been fantastic. The opportunities here
have been second to none as compared
to Ireland.

“So, inthat sense Calgary hasbeen fan-
tasticto myself and my family. Wehave
met somevery good friendsand friends
from homelivejust in the next neigh-
bourhood.

“Also, joiningafootbal club, essentially
gives you a family. My club at home
was my family and to move here and
actually find something likethat really
helpsyou settle.”

Still, she does missthe support of fam-
ily, specialy with two healthy and busy
little boys.

“It’sjust the chat and the old cup of tea
in front of thefirethat you miss.

“Our lifehereisdefinitely abetter qual-
ity and we have family coming and go-
ing alot of thetime. Thankfully not all
at the sametime.”

Then, Leane laughed and said, “you
know what we do miss... we could do
with aproper chipper here.”

For more information about the
Calgary Chieftains Og — the chil-
dren’s arm of the Calgary Chieftains
Club — call (587) 435-6363, or e-
mail: lifelyl8@hotmail.com.

Sober for the New Year
What better Christmas gift?

BOWEN ISLAND, B.C.—Noone
necessarily ever wants to go to
treatment for drugs and/or alco-
hol, especially not during a time
of year that's associated with ex-
citing gifts and hearty family din-
ners.

But going to rehab on the biggest fam-
ily day of theyear could actually bethe
greatest gift someone could ever give
themselves and their loved ones.

Chances are, if someone’s at the point
of needing professional help for sub-
stance abuse, they’ ve already experi-
enced their fair share of holiday indulg-
ing.

“If you are actively in your addiction,
you'retypically causing somechaosin
the family and that dream or wish that
you'll behomefor Christmasand eve-
rything will bewonderful ... many times
you don’t even show up,” saysLorinda
Strang, co-founder and Executive Di-
rector of Orchard Recovery Center,
which islocated just outside Vancou-
ver.

Thisiswhy Strang strongly encourages
people to seek treatment during the
most wonderful time of year.

Because here's the thing: over-indul-
gences around the holidays can make
for just the sort of indelible memories
you don’t want to make.

“You may do something at an office
Christmas party that you'll regret, or at
your family dinner,” says Strang.

“Alsothings canjust happen, and when
those things happen at thistime of year
—it’'sChristmas, so people don’t forget
aseasily.”

Ah, yes, that time Aunt Meg had one
too many eggnogs and face planted in
the winter wonderland? It’s sort of im-
possible to un-see the visuals created

by arelative who's heavily under the
influence, under the mistletoe.

Thereisdefinitely aninherent valuein
actually starting the new year already
sober.

The holidays are a time of year when
substance abuse can be at its highest
so being in the safe, supportive envi-
ronment of arecovery center isagreat
way to practice sober living and devel -
oping thetoolsfor surviving future cel-
ebrations, Christmasand beyond.

Depending on how long someone’s
been aresident, there are opportunities
for overnight passes during peak holi-
day times (namely Christmas Eve and
ChristmasDay), so clientsmay go home
for the family soiree and then return to
treatment.

“Sometimes we have people get ap-
proved for aday-pass or an overnight-
pass, then they come back and say, ‘I'm
so glad I'm back here',” says Barb
Metcalfe, the Director of Family Pro-
grams at Orchard.

“Youwouldn’t think that at first. Many
clientscomein afraid to deal with the
holidays, but they end up forming such
strong camaraderiewith their peersand
having areally positive experience.”

Former Orchard client Mary M. can
attest to that. “ | had awonderful sober
Christmas for the first time in many
yearsand | wasgrateful —it wasagift,
amiracleand magical,” sherecalls.

“If it wasn't for the Christmas | spent
at the Orchard, | doubt | would be so-
ber today. | waswhere | was supposed
to be that Christmas.”

And to be clear, Christmas at Orchard
isn’t anon-stop 12-step meeting with
some sad stockings taped to the wall.
It'sabig, cheerful holiday spread—and
if it'sappropriate, theresident’sfamily
canjoinin.

“Christmas at the Orchard was one of
thosethingsthat I'll never forget,” says
Orchard alumni member Jordan.

“It wasthefirst timel spent Christmas
with my mother since | was 21... |
don't think that | had felt that kind of
love in any of my memories at that
time.”

Most facilities find away to incorpo-
rate thereason for the season if clients
are getting clean during the holidays.

At Orchard, the Spiritual Director
comes to visit; residents take nature
walks, possibly visitalabyrinth, and even
havethe option of attending areligious
service off siteif they choose.

Board games, karaoke and gratitude
lists are also on the agenda.

No matter their faith (and all are wel-
come, it'stotally aHigher Power of your
own understanding), people can defi-
nitely count onenjoying afamily-likeat-
mosphere and the stunning beauty of
Bowen Island.

Perhaps Strang says it best when she
explains why rehab could be the most
ideal holiday destination.

“Everybody’sfirst thought [when they
get sober] is, ‘My lifeisover, I’ m never
going to havefunanymore’,” shesays.

“Then they get that moment when
they’ rewarm and glowing and feeling
connection, when they actually experi-
enceit within themselvesand aserious
light goeson.

“‘I candothis’, they think. ‘ Thisisac-
tually going to be okay’.”

And what better Christmas present is
there than that?

Learn more about Orchard Recov-
ery Center at http://
orchardrecovery.com, or call (866)
233-2299.
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Chrigmas Holiday Doom
Turnsto Thankful Diagnoss

By PATRICK HANEY
My experience with hereditary
hemochromatosis began the
month before my thirty-third
birthday.

In August 2009, despite feeling gener-
ally healthy | wasdeclined extended dis-
ability insurance as a result of some
blood analysisthe insurance company
completed. Essentially, my liver en-
zymes were elevated.

My liver enzymes were elevated? It
wasasurprisefor sure, soatripto my
general physician ensued where he
spent about six weeks sending me for
numerous blood teststrying to rule out
any major infectious diseases.

In the end, his biggest concern was
hepatitis A or B, which didn't make
sense to me, but was the most |logical
explanation about my liver enzymes.

He also lined me up for an abdominal
ultrasound which | was able to get for
mid-October and produced more ques-
tionsasit showed an enlarged liver and
spleen and enlarged lymph nodesin my
abdominal cavity.

| soon had areferral to a gastroenter-
ologist, which took another six weeks
so there was more waiting and won-
dering.

The gastroenterologist | saw at theend
of November was straightforward. He
asked meabout joint pain, ordered afew
morelab tests, and then tested my fer-
ritin. This was the first time | heard
about ferritin.

My wife was away at a work trip the
day my lab resultsarrived inthe mail.

My ferritin result came back off the
chartswith thefirst number highinthe
9000s.

Before shewashomethat night, | spent
sometimewith “Dr. Google.”

| found the Canadian Hemochromatosis
Society’swebsiteand realized the grav-
ity of my situation.

My wife cameinthedoor and | said“|
think I know what | have.” It wascalled
hereditary hemochromatosis (HHC).

Because of my enlarged nodes and the
extremelevel of ferritin, the specialist
wasn't convinced it wasjust HHC, but
could also beleukemiaor lymphoma.

Before | knew it, | was ordered for an
urgent CT scan.

| was|eft with amessage of impending
doom right before the Christmas holi-
daysaong with waiting on the genetic
test resultsfor HHC, which | would not
receive until early 2010.

Furthermore, no onein our family has
ever been diagnosed withHHC, at least
that | was aware of, which made the
doctors even more skeptical it was
solely HHC.

| received a positive genetic test for

HHC (homozygous C282Y) in mid-
January.

| was referred to a hematol ogist, who
ruled out the additional scare of lym-
phomaand got me started on aweekly
phlebotomy regimein February which
will continue aslong asmy hemoglobin
staysreasonable and my ferritin levels
are lowered to atarget of 50.

Even with my out-of-the-ordinary |ab
results, it still took five months to get
my diagnosiswith HHC.

| am ayoung, healthy man with no other
medical problems. | did not have unu-
sual abdominal pain or fatigue.

Out of all the symptoms that could be
attributed to HHC, | only ever experi-
enced joint paininthethumb and fore-
finger of both my hands.

I had goneto the doctor about thisfour
yearsago, which heand | both chalked
up to repetitive stressfrom daily com-
puter work.

| realizethat had | not had thetest from
my insurance company, | am sure |
would have suffered more severely
from HHC within the next decade.

I now encourage my friends and ac-
quaintancesto havetheir ferritin tested
by their doctors whether they have
HHC intheir family or not, particularly
if they have any of thefollowing symp-

toms.

« arthritis, especially in their hands

« chronic fatigue

« loss of sex drive (libido) or impotence
e lack of normal menstruation
(amenorrhea)

« abdominal pain

« high blood sugar levels

« low thyroid function (hypothyroidism)
« abnormal liver function tests, even if
no symptoms are present

Transferrin saturation percentage
(TSAT) isalso animportant diagnostic
that if elevated, isagood indicator that
HHC is present.

The Canadian Hemochromatosis Soci-
ety has helped me understand the ins
and outs of thiscondition.

I’ve been told that | must be the
quarterback of my own health and stay
ontop of my treatment and conditions
related to HHC.

I've pushed to see not only a
hematol ogist, but a so other specialists
like cardiologists, gastroenterol ogists
and so on because HHC isamulti-sys-
temdisorder, especidly dependinginthe
severity of itsimpact when diagnosed.

Now, six yearsafter my diagnosis, | am
managing my iron levelswell and am
continuing to livemy lifetothefullest. |
wish the best to those of you similarly
affected with HHC aswell.

| rish Gover nment
passes medicinal
cannabis bil|

DUBLIN — The Dail has passed a hill
to make cannabis available in Ireland
for medicinal use.

Thelrish Government had said it would
not opposethelegisation. Itaimstole-
galise and regulate cannabis products
used for medical purposes.

People Before Profit TD Gino Kenny,
who put the bill forward, told RTE's
Morning Ireland it would be up to a
doctor to decide on its usage.

After the bill was passed, Kenny
praised thelrish Health Minister for his
position in not opposing the bill and
thanked all of those who supported the
legidation.

Kenny said he hoped the medical pro-
fession would come on board to sup-
port the use of thedrug onceit hasbeen
approved by the Health Products Regu-
latory Authority.

Minister for Health Simon Harris has
said that although he has concerns about
some elements of thebill, hewould not
oppose its progression to Committee
Stage.
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Harrisasked the Heal th Products Regu-
latory Authority to advise him on the
scientificand clinical value of cannabis
asamedicine.

He said he wanted to receive that ad-
vice from the agency before progress-
ing thelegidation any further.

Theminister alsoindicated that amend-
ments would have to be made to the
proposed bill to avoid the unintended
effect of making cannabislegal for rec-
reational use.

Hesaid the Déil debate wasimportant
and that he hoped it sends a signal to
Irish patientsthat politicianswant to see
movement on this. But he added that
as Minister for Health he has to carry
out the appropriate checks.

The legislation is expected to be sup-
ported by amajority of TDsinthe Dél
(frish Parliament).
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St. Augustine’s
Prayer
for Protection

Watch, O Lord, with those who
wake, or watch, or weep tonight, and
give Your angels and saints charge
over thosewho dleep. Tend Your sick
ones, O Lord Christ. Rest Your
weary ones. BlessYour dying ones.
Soothe Your suffering ones. Pity
Your &fflicted ones. Shield Your joy-
ousones, and al for Your love ssake.
Amen.

ORCHARD

RECOVERY CENTER

Learn to live clean and sober with
skill, freedom, and joy.

1-866-235-2299
orchardrecovery.com

Internationally CARF Accredited,
- addiction recovery center
located on beautiful,

i secluded Bowen Island, BC.

DO YOU HAVE THE
Celtic Curse?

Are you of Celtic or northern
European heritage?

If s0, you may be at nisk for a genetic disorder that could
lead to serious health complications.

Most Canadians have never heard of it, but Hereditary
Hemochromatosis (HHC) is the most common genetic
disorder in Canada.

Also known as the Celtic Curse, HHC causes the body to
retain too much iron — and if undiagnosed and untreated -
can potentially lead to heart disease, liver disease, diabetes,
arthritis, and some forms of cancer.

If you are of Celtic or northern European heritage (the group
at highest risk) please take a moment to answer a few
simple questions on our quick self-assessment and
determine if you may be at risk.

www.toomuchiron.ca/celtic
You could save your life.

Toll Free: 1-877-BAD-IRON
[1-877-223-4766)
office@toomuchiron.ca
www.toomuchiron.ca
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Laureen Regan: The voice on B.C. TransLink Skytrains
and the Vice Consul for Ireland Trade and Investment

g
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ALGARY —Laureen Reganispresident
of the Ireland-Canada Centre for Com-
merce (ICCC) Calgary and she was re-
=, cently appointed Honorary Vice Consul

for | reI and Trade and Investment.

Onmy recent visit to Calgary,
| met upwith Laureen and she
spoke about her new appoint-
ment and how well it has
worked in conjunction with
thelreland-Canada Centrefor
Commerce.

Shesaid, “ Thereare commonalities be-
tween the focus of both roles.

“Just thisweek | had acall from afel-
low whoislooking to set-up abusiness
inlreland and was enquiring around the
tax benefitsand opportunitiesthere.

“He wanted to learn more about Ire-
land’s membership in the European
Union and how this would benefit his
business.”

Laureen’s role is to help guide him
through that process and connect him
with the right people who can best as-
sist himin hisendeavour.

It also worksfor businesses coming this
way who are looking for information
about setting up an arm in Canada.

Shesaid, “It'sbasically the same ques-
tions, wondering what opportunitiesare
availablefor potential businessesbeing
set-up either in Ireland or Canada.

“The questionsare generally asking if
thereissomeonein particular that they
should be meeting with or a little bit
moreinformation about say Albertaas
atrade destination.

“These are some of the same kinds of
questions | would beasked, whether it's
about investing in Ireland or in Canada.
And, | would say | probably get one
such call aweek.”

In addition, Laureen also attends vari-
ous functions to help raise the profile
of Ireland asan export country and the
benefits of going there.

“For example, three weeks ago | was
in Dublin on an Ireland Canada Busi-
ness Summit, so really I'm looking to
build bilateral trade whichever way
you'regoing.”

Her role iswell-suited given her con-
nection with trade and investment with
the Ireland-Canada Centre for Com-
merce.

She said, “1 have speakers come into
planned eventsto talk to our members
and that could be anything fromamin-
ister, aleader in the business sector such
asthe CEO of WestJet, or animmigra-
tion minister. Events can really vary
depending upon topics that we think
wouldfill aroom.”

In the past, Debra Yedlin was among
the guest speakers welcomed by the
ICCC.

She is a business columnist at the
Calgary Herald who also contributes
to the Globe and Mail.

Laureen said, “Her topic was actually
great. She spokeonthelessonsthat Ire-
land learned moving through the recov-
ery of their recession, and they did it so
well.

“The hard decisions they had to make
allowed them to get through the recov-
ery asquickly asthey did and how Al-
bertamight take apage from their book.

By CATHOLINE

BUTLER

“Since, asyou know, Albertais strug-
gling. Yedlin also spoke about what Al-
bertacould bedoing hereasthey didin
Ireland, in order to drive recovery.”

Many people may not realize that an
honorary Irish diplomatictitleisnot a
paid position but rather avolunteer one.

Boom Group Inc., is Laureen’s com-
pany that paysthebills.

Shesaid, “there are actually two sides
to the business.

“On one side, we work with corporate
businesses with maybe 500 employees
to deliver employeeincentive programs.

“On the other side of the businessit’'s
connecting those employees — about
50,000 members — with incentives.
Those incentives come from national,
regional, and local merchants.”

Boom members can take advantage of
savings on amost anything from car
rentals, holidays, auto repairs, comput-
ersand electronics, entertainment and
awhole other wide range of cost sav-
ing benefits.

With the downturn in the Alberta
economy and amain topic of conver-
sation most days in the province,
Laureen said, “What we havefound is
that we' reactually in avery strong po-
sition.

“We have been signing on new mem-
ber companiesrecently and our present
companies have been renewing
throughout the downturn. Many are
looking to reward employeeswho have
been working throughout in areduced
workforce.

“There are not as many people work-
ing but the job still needs to be done
and people are asked to do more with
less resources.

“Often, because of the recession, they
arenot seeing raises or bonuses so this
is something that an employer can do
and really thank the employeefor their
hard work and dedication.

“It shows them that they appreciate
them in a way that can help the em-
ployee, where they can save more
money, and keep more money in their
pocket. Whether it's for their health
insurance or car insurance or just
maybe taking the family toamovie.”

The employees who are part of Boom
Inc. can access preferred pricing with
variousretailers. So, if youareaBoom
Group member, you get a discount on
everything from insurance to skiing,
movies, you name it, there's a whole
range of products and services.

Along with Laureen Regan’smany and
varied talents, sheis also the friendly
voice you hear on B.C. TransLink
Skytrains calling out all the stations
aongtheline.

Regan laughed and said, “About four
or five months ago | did the commer-
cialsfor the new Evergreen Sky Train
and recently | did aseriesof radio com-
mercialsfor thenew line.”

She explained this contract came about
through sheer good luck.

“Theequipment for theoriginal Skytrain
system was manufactured in Alberta
and when they were pitching the equip-
ment, they wanted an actual sample of
how it would work.

“They asked if | would do the sample,
and | did.

“ After about eight months, they called
up and wanted the voice that did the
demo to do the voice prompts, sothat’s
how it started.

“Then in January of this year, | was
asked to re-audition and luckily | got
thejob again.

“1"m the voice that invites you ‘to sit
back and enjoy your trip on the Ever-
greenline...maybeyouwould evenlike
totakeanap, butit'sall go, go, go’.”

But there’s no napping for Laureen
Regan with her busy schedule....of
course the Evergreen Line might be a
welcome option for her to have anap.

Contact Laureen Regan at Boom

LAUREEN REGAN at Boom Group Inc. her company headquar-
ters in Calgary, Alberta. Her faithful canine companion Ella can
be seen sitting in the background.

Group Inc. located at suite #302 -
605 - 11th Avenue S.W., Calgary, Al-
berta, Canada T2R OEL1. Call (403)
441-8800.

For information on the Ireland-
Canada Centre for Commerce
(ICCC) Calgary, see: iccccal.com, or
e-mail: Iregan@iccccal.com.

Ottawa to ease path to permanent
residency for skilled workers

OTTAWA —Thefedera gov-
ernment has changed itselec-
tronic immigration-selection
system to improve the
chances of international stu-
dents and some high-skilled
foreign workers to become
permanent residents.

The changesto the Express Entry sys-
tem, which scoresand ranks applicants
based on factors such as age, language
ability, education and work experience
and then matches them with Canadian
employers, took effect on November
19.

The changes will make it easier for
some highly skilled workersalready in
the country and international students
who completed their post-secondary
education in Canadato get an invita-
tionto apply for permanent residence.

Under the Express Entry systemintro-
duced by the previous Conservative
Government, employerswho offer jobs
to foreigners must get government ap-
proval through aLabour Market |mpact
Assessment (LMIA), which requires
them to prove they could not find a
Canadianto do thejob.

While the LMIA was meant to target
abusersof thelow-skill temporary for-
eign worker program, Canadian tech
firms had to go through the same time-
consuming process even when theonly
people with the required skills were
outside Canada.

The changes to Express Entry reduce
the importance of obtaining an LMIA
for high-skilled workers.

Someworkers already in Canadaon a
temporary LMIA-exempt work permit
and who want to stay permanently will
nolonger need aLMIA to get job-offer
pointsin the Express Entry system.

Thisincludes peopleworking in Canada
under theterms of the North American
free-trade agreement and workers in
Canadatemporarily under anintra-com-
pany transfer. Applicants must have
been working in Canada for at least a

year to apply.

“ Canada’s
innovation economy
competes on a
global scale for top
talent. [The]
announcement by
Minister McCallum
makes it easier for
high-growth
companies ...to
attract skilled
workers and remain
competitive

These workerswill also be in a better
position to compete against Express
Entry applicantswho are till required
to obtain an LMIA, as the number of
pointsgiven for the assessment will be
reduced.

Previously, job offers supported by an
LMIA wereworth 600 points; asof No-
vember 19, the same offers will be
worth either 200 pointsfor senior man-
ager positionsor 50 pointsfor all other
jobs.

CHANGES to the Express Entry system in Canada took place on
November 19.

The changes are aimed at making it
easier for highly skilled foreign work-
ersto become permanent residents.

“We have committed to doing moreto
attract highly skilledimmigrantsto come
to Canadaand become permanent resi-
dents, becausethisisimportant to build
our economy and strengthen our soci-

ety.

“l am confident that the changes to
Express Entry will be one of the many
positive outcomes of the changes we
will bebringing to our immigration sys-
tem,” Immigration Minister John
McCallum said in the newsrelease.

The Canadian tech sector has pressed
McCallum to help it obtain much-
needed foreign talent.

Allen Lau, CEO and co-founder of the
online publishing platform Wattpad, said
that whilethe sector isinvestingin and
training local talent, the demand
outpacesthe Canadian supply.

“Canada’s innovation economy com-
petes on a global scale for top talent.
[The] announcement by Minister
McCallum makes it easier for high-
growth companies like Wattpad to at-
tract skilled workers and remain com-
petitive,” Lausaid.

Finally, applicantswill have 90 daysto
completetheir permanent-residence ap-
plicationif they get aninvitation from
thegovernment, up from 60 daysunder
the previousrequirements.
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Derdre Halferty: ‘I’ve met some
brilliant peoplethh the new Irisn’

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
CALGARY - Deirdre Halferty is
the Honorary Consul Ireland for
Calgary and Southern Alberta, a
real estate agent with Calgary
West Realty, and past president
Irish Cultural Society Calgary.

Halferty was born in Belfast before
immigrating to Canada and making
Calgary her home.

Shortly after arriving she quickly be-
came involved with the Irish commu-
nity in Calgary and served two differ-
ent terms — three years each as presi-
dent on the Irish Cultural Society
Calgary, and two years as past presi-
dent.

She still serves as a mentor to the
present board members and speaks
about the Irish centre on many occa-
sionsto the newly arrived Irish, encour-
aging them to become involved in the
centre and bring some new ideas and
perspectivesto thetable.

Deirdre has worked in real estate for
the past 15 years. Well-known and re-
spected as areliable real estate agent
in Calgary, she receives many of her
referralsfrom satisfied clientswho pass
her name along to neighbours and
friendsin the community.

In 2014, Ray Bassett, the Irish Ambas-
sador to Canada, named Deirdre
Halferty Honorary Consul Ireland for
Calgary and Southern Alberta.

This prestigious appointment was
mainly dueto her exceptional work as
president of the Irish Cultural Society
and the many other social aspects of
her work in the Irish community in
Cagary.

In a recent conversation with The
Celtic Connection, Deirdre spoke
about her responsibilities as honorary
Irish consul.

“The majority of my work ishandling
passport renewal sfor first-time appli-
cants for both first and second gen-
eration Irish. Generally, they’ relooking
to get their Irish citizenship and pass-
ports.”

She explained, “Actualy, | don’t deal
with citizenship if it's second genera-
tion and their grandparents were born
in Ireland. Then, they need to do the
form birth registration beforethey can

apply for their passports.

“1f they arefirst generation, like chil-
dren of an Irish parent, then they can
get their citizenship automatically.

“Other applicants, not of the above,
would have to connect with the Irish
Embassy in Ottawa.”

Deirdre said themajority of applications
are now done online and if applicants
follow instructionslisted on thewebsite
they mostly wouldn’t need to contact
the embassy unless there was some-
thing specific.

She has received calls from across
Canadafrom peoplewho needed addi-
tional information and couldn’t find a
contact locally.

“1"ve had applicants call me from Ot-
tawa, from Saskatchewan, from Fernie,
B.C. because it's closer to Calgary,
and, of course, fromAlberta

“| get the calls because they’ re having
trouble reaching the embassy, although
it doesn’'t seem to be as bad getting
through asit used to be.”

Some of the problemsfacing theyoung
Irish often relateto documentation, such
as identification papers.

DEIRDRE HaIferty is also areal
estate agent for Calgary West
Realty.

STEPHEN AVENUE isa major
pedestrian mall in the heart of
downtown Calgary, Alberta,
Canada.

Halferty explained, “What seems to
happen with alot of young Irish people
hereisthey use their passportsfor ID
when they go to the bars or out in the
evening. Irish passports are not recog-
nized as|D inAlberta, and sometimes
they arelost or stolen.”

Another issue related to driving li-
censes. Because thereis no reciprocal
agreement between Alberta and Ire-
land, driverscan’t just automatically get
anAlbertadrivers’ license.

“They actually have to do the whole
Albertatest again, whichisridiculous,”
shesaid, “I think Albertais one of the
few provincesthat isn't reciprocated.

“In fact, they arereciprocated in Brit-
ish Columbia and | have been told of
many young Irish going over to B.C.
to obtain alicensethere.

“They will give afalse address to ob-
tain aB.C. license and this license is
then recognized inAlberta.

“Thisissomething that needsto be dealt
with so they can get their Alberta li-
censehere. Thelast | heard thissitua-
tion was being held up not in Alberta
butinlreland.

“l had been trying to work on this
through the former Irish Ambassador
to Canada, Ray Bassett and the Alberta
Government.”

Lost or stolen passportsareareal prob-
lem explained Deirdre.

“If this happens, they must reapply as
if they are applying for the very first
timeand it'sareal nuisance factor.

“Thedternativewould have beento get
anAlbertadriver’slicenseor aninterim
Albertal D from the Provincial Govern-
ment.”

Another situation ariseswhen Irish citi-
zens need to travel on short notice.

“Peopl e often procrastinate regarding
passports, so it'sawaysarush. Then,
| have to contact the embassy to get
passport and travel documents,” said
Deirdre.

She explained that many think thisisa
simple procedure but there is a lot of
duediligence necessary to prevent fraud
and ensure security, and thistakestime.

“In the case of someone having to re-
turn home because of a death in the
family the embassy isalwaysvery un-
derstanding.”

Sometimes there is a need for assist-
ance with legal representation and
Deirdre hasworked in liaison with the
Irish embassy inthisregard aswell.

“Someof theyoung Irish get themselves
into abit of bother here or they havean
immigration problem, and | must make
surethey havelegal representation.

“But, | must say, Siobhan Dornan at the
embassy is unbelievably helpful with
these situations.”

And, it's not always problems that
Deirdrehearsabout in her work aslrish
consul.

“1"vemet somebrilliant peoplewith the
new Irish here,” she said, “and they
really keep you rejuvenated. They also
giveyoualaughandit helpsyou getin
touch with your Irish sense of humour
again.”

With all thistime and effort, it must be
noted that honorary Irish consuls in
Canada are not paid a salary from the
Irish Government.

They are extended asmall honorarium
but their efforts are mostly voluntary
and without financial compensation.

Since the downturn in the Alberta
economy, Deirdre has noticed a de-
crease in the numbers of new Irishin
Calgary. Some havereturnedto Ireland
and they can work in Europe as mem-
bers of the EU.

Deirdre also noted the incredible
number of Northern Ireland people
clamouring for an Irish passport since
the Brexit vote.

She commented how the economy has
impacted thereal estate market and her
businesssaying, “It hasremained pretty
much status quo for me because | have
been inthe businessfor 15 years.

“In the mid-range of $450,000 to
$700,000, that'spretty much unchanged.
Thereareawayspeoplemovinginand
out, but anything over onemillionisdefi-
nitely taking alittlelonger to move.

“The market has gone down five per-
cent over amillion and three percent
between about $600,000 to amillion.

“Thereisabit of aflood of condoson
themarket but again, if it'sagood loca-
tion, priced right and adecent size, then
it will still sell. If it'satiny bit over-
priced, itwill sit for longer.

“1 recently had some buyersfrom Van-
couver who bought property, possibly
because of the 15 percent tax that has
cooled the housing market in Vancou-
ver.

“1 know the mediawould like usto say
that peoplearewalking away fromtheir
homes en masse, but | haven’t seen that
yet. It's certainly not as bad as the
Eighties with the downturn in the
economy then.”

“Ninety-five percent of my businessis
referrals. Thiswouldn’t beagood busi-
nessto be getting into today and start-
ing out cold. You get alot of part-time
realtorswhofal off theedge of the cliff
at timeslikethis.

“The slogan on my website is: ‘The
Hard Workin' IrishWoman', and that's
what | aim to be.” Visit Deirdre's
website at: www.dhalferty.com.
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IRISN SPORTS and soclal society comoncon

12546-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0X3 Tel: 780-453-2244 Fax: 7680-451-5069

December 17 - Jared Sowan
December 31 — New Year's Eve

Social Society

at Century Casino
January 22 — Robbic Burns Night
The Chancers

Dinner & Dance
Mark McGarrigle & Lyle Hobbs
Tickers $40 members - $50 non-members

January 7 & & — Edmonton Irish Sports &

Looking for volunteers for our fundraiser

As we look forward to 2017, we want to wish everyone
A Safe & Joyous Christmns & New Year

Contact the Irish Centre for updates on
Entertainment, Culture, Sports & Social Events

Jam Sessions

Almost every Tharsday. Call 780-489-7402 to confirm
Bring your musical instruments & drop into the Irish Centre
for a good ole Irish Jam Session

Club Facilities for Rent - for birthday, anmversary,
wedding or any other special oceasion

Contact Seamus at 780-489-7402

www.edmontonirishelub.ca
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NEW WEST‘

RE Gypsum F\ec\]

Dogumentation for LEED
wﬂﬂcaibnmmﬁubla!

\\“q

Whether you call it Drywall,

Gypsum Wallboard or Sheetrock,

its all 100% recyclable to us!

‘A product designed for your safety and made to be
infinitely recycled into pew gvpsum wallboard!

A true closed-loop product”

Now accepting New and Used gypsuim @kent, WA

WiLLIAM KELLY & SONS - Group of Companies

* Complete Mechanical Contracting™

Locations in:

British Columbia * Alberta * Saskatchewan * California

Call us at: (604) 278-3553 or visit our website at: www.wkellyandsons.com
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Colm Taibin: ‘Ireland in the 1970s
was a great country to emigrate from’

7 4 HIS second part
4 -\)')\'@ of acolumnona
—53( new volume,
WS Great Irish Re-
portage, examines the role
that journalism playedin chal-
lenging Ireland’sviews of it-
self in the 1970s and 1980s.
Naturdly, dissentinIrish journaism pre-
dates that watershed. Consider, for ex-

ample, in this volume an article by
Honor Tracy.

7
(8

Tracy became a pariah by merely de-
scribing the way in which a Catholic
Canoninacountry parish had enriched
himself, stirring hisparishionerstoraise
fundsfor his new house.

More unflinchingly, Protestant dissent
against Catholicintoleranceflowsfrom
the pen of the great Hubert Butler.

Butler’'sexposé of religiousbigotry dur-
ing the Fethard-on-Seaboycott of Prot-
estantsisthe best essay in this book.

It managesto capture so much of post-
partition Southern Irish attitudesin one
sweep that it should be prescribed read-
ing in every secondary school in Ire-
land.

There is aso Gertrude Gaffney’s po-
lemicin responseto our constitution’s
callous exclusion of women from the
workplace; acompelling articlein part
because Gaffney managesto implicitly
refute the constitution’s claimsby writ-
inginamodern and self-confident idiom.

Articles 40 and 41 of our constitution
impeded the natural progress of women
inlrish society for at least two genera-
tions, and responsibility for those disa-
bling Articles falls four-square on
Eamon de Valera’s shoulders.

Gaffney ranks de Valera in the com-
pany of Hitler for hiscomparably reac-
tionary policiestowardswomen.

(How Dev’s shade might writhe when,
starting in the 1990s, we had 21 con-
secutive years of women presidents
who proved that they could occupy the
country’s highest office better than he
could.)

Even so, thisvolume's compiler, John
Horgan, providestelling editorial input
that Gaffney was a champion of Gen-
eral Franco, who wasenactingin Spain
exactly the policiesthat Gaffney found
objectionablein Ireland.

Women's sexuality isfurther explored
in Mary Maher’s brave account of the
inhumane treatment of working-class
women in our maternity wards.

Mary Kenny’s article, dating from the
1960s, doessimilar investigative work
on the canal banks of Dublin’s South
Side, speaking to prostitutes|ong before
it wasthinkablethat the national broad-
caster would televise or document the
sex trade.

Yet these voices are salient partly be-
causethey are so rare. Dissent against
the Church and the Statein periodicals
was successfully silenced, insofar asit
was attempted at all, in the half cen-
tury since partition.

In Northern Ireland to articulate the
abuses of the state in anewspaper was
to face an even more comprehensive
climate of censorship.

The 1960s, itissaid, cameto Ireland a
decade late. When it did arrive, how-
ever, it brought with it arange of new
personalitieswho founded periodicals
to givevoiceto anew counter culture.
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This generation could either leave the
country or, provided that they managed
to get ajob, stay.

Those who stayed were largely
underwhelmed by what they found; as
ColmTaibinputit: “Ireland inthe 1970s
wasagreat country to emigrate from.”

They wrote about it and wrote against
it. The educated young peoplewho re-
mai ned were brave and open about their
socialist or feminist or homosexual
agendas.

Journalistslike Nell McCafferty, Colm
Téibinand Gene Kerrigan becamelrish
proponents of Tom Wolfe's ethic of
personalising news story writing and
cultivating journalism asaliterary form.
They, among others, swept aside the

stagnancy and introspection that had
characterised Irish journalism since

partition.
Vincent Browne's magazine, Magill

GREAT
IRISH

BEEORTGE

(oneof several innovative periodicals)
gavethenew crop of journalistsavehi-
cleto writewhat they thought.

For instance, along article, reproduced
in Great Irish Reportage, which Gene
Kerrigan wrote for Magill in 1983 in
defenceof Irish peoplewhoresisted the
introduction of the Eighth Amendment
of the Constitution, which formally
banned abortion, iseerily contemporary
over 30 years|ater.

The most surprising piece in this col-
lection from the point of view of chal-
lenging orthodoxiesisnot readly an arti-
cleat al: Vincent Browne conducts a
lengthy interview with Mary McAleese

COLM TOIBIN

before her election as President of Ire-
land asa Fianna Féil candidate.

Browne'sline of questioning focusses
on the praise McAleese heaped on
Fianna Féil leaders of yore: Eamon de
Valera(“thegreatest visionary Ireland
has had”) and her fulsome admiration
of Charlie Haughey.

How to reconcile McAleese' sfeminism
with anidentification with deVaera, or
political integrity with an analysis of
Haughey as admirable?

McAleese was, when she won the
popular vote, ajumble of contrary pulls
feminist yet traditional, pro-gay rights
yet Catholic, northern yet adopted by a

mainstream southern political party.
Browne's forensic approach made for
agreat interview.

Here | will make a case for an article
that may have been included.

While several articles collected here
confront the Northern Irish Troubles,
onearticle by Eamonn McCann exam-
ining theway inwhich theviolencein
the North transformed a natural affin-
ity among Southernersfor their North-
ern counterparts to indifference or
worse, would have been welcome.

McCann hascontinualy illustrated how
the continuation of atrocitiesinthe North
created a distance between the South-
ern and Northern jurisdictions; and how
those attitudes were deftly justified by
the organs of the State.

His 2012 feature on the 40" anniver-
sary of Bloody Sunday, arguing that the
massacre sealed a partitionist view of
the Troubles, deserves to be antholo-
gised.

And McCann certainly belongsin the
pantheon of great Irishjournalists, what-
ever the criteriafor selection may be.

The range, style and courage of these
articles make this a book destined to
endure.

Inayear in which the quality of public
discourse has precipitously fallen, this
book isatimely reminder of what isso
preciousto preserve.

Great Irish Reportage edited by John
Horganispublished by Penguin Ireland.

Pat Hickey to return to Ireland

after being loaned bail

DUBLIN — Pat Hickey, former president of the OI-
ympic Council of Ireland, istoreturnto Ireland after
being loaned bail money by an Olympic body, it has

emerged.

Hickey (71) has been in Brazil
since he was arrested three
months ago during the Rio de
Janeiro Olympics on suspicion
of allegedillegal ticket touting.

It has been reported now that the
Association of National Olympic
Committees (ANOC) has agreed
to pay his bail, allowing him to
come back to Ireland on medical
grounds.

Hickey, who has denied any wrongdo-
ing, stood down from hisrole as presi-
dent whilean investigation takes place.

ANOC said hewill return home dueto
what it described as a heart condition.

Last month, ajudgein Brazil ruled that
he could be given back hispassport and
permitted to leave the country on pay-
ment of aEU410,000 bond.

With thebail payment being covered by
ANOC, Hickey will be given back his
confiscated passport. ANOC has said
that the bail payment is aloan and it
expectsto be reimbursed.

In astatement, ANIC said, “ The deci-
sion was unanimously approved by
ANOC president Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahad Al-Sabah and all ANOC vice-
presidentsviaapostal voteon Novem-
ber 20, 2016.

“The payment was made as a tempo-
rary loan so that Patrick Hickey could
meet his bail requirements and return
to Ireland where he can receive medi-
cal treatment for aheart condition. The
terms of the temporary loan make it
clear that it must berepaidto ANOC in
full.

“For |egal reasons, all other termsand
conditionssurrounding thisbail payment
will remain confidential.”

Last month, the Olympic Council of Ire-
land ruled out paying the bond for
Hickey.

Hewas held for atime in amaximum
security Rio jail after he was arrested
onAugust 18.

He was formally accused under Bra-
zilian law of ticket-touting, running a
cartel andillicit marketing.

At that time, Judge Fernando Antonio
de Almeida cited Hickey’s “critical
health” before recommending that his
imprisonment be converted into “ domi-
cileimprisonment.”

L ast month Jonathan Irwin head of the
Jack and Jill Foundation charity de-
fended the controversia Olympicschief,
expressing hissatisfaction that his“old
pal Pat Hickey” had received permis-
siontoleave Brazil.

Irwin's friendship with Hickey goes

PAT HICKEY the former presi-
dent of the Olympic Council of
Ireland was arrested in Brazil on
August 18.

“I'm a bit like the
rabbit, who is
absolutely
entranced
by the snake’

back to the early 1990s, when Irwin
joined forces with Dublin mayor Gay
Mitchell to bring the Olympicsto Ire-
land.

“| know Pat,” Irwin said. “When we
first met he treated me as if | was a
beetl e to be crushed under foot, but we
got to know each other.”

Headded, “I'mabit liketherabbit, who
isabsolutely entranced by the snake.

“It wasapretty awkward birth between

money

Pat and the beetle[Irwin himself] but |
haveto say that | admired hisability to
beavery successful street-fighter, and
| enjoyed his company. He's got the
most charming French wife...”

Irwin said Hickey’streatment in Brazil
wasextraordinary, given hisstatusasa
“VIP" and Ireland’ s top sportsman.

“There he was naked and dragged off
to prison. And then the hate-fest that
started over here in the media...as if
thiswasthedevil incarnate.”

Irwin also criticised Irish Minister for
Sport Shane Rossand Minister for For-
eign Affairs Charlie Flanagan for their
supposed lack of support for the em-
battled Olympicschief.

“| couldn’t believe that Shane Ross, our
Minister for Sport, getson aplane and
leaves our top administrator under ar-
rest, you know, without going back.

“My hero was always [19th-century
British statesman] Lord Palmerston,
who if a British citizen or passport-
holder got into trouble said, ‘by God,
we'll send a gunboat out to take him
home'. None of thisnonsense.

“Obviously the man has got to face
chargesif they ever get to court, but to
leave him abandoned wasjust unbeliev-
able.

“It was pretty pathetic, wasn't it — to
abandon any human beinginaforeign
country with alegal system that seems
so very different to ours, and seemsto
be even slower...

“Whether you like him or not, he has
achieved morethan any Irish sportsad-
ministrator hasever done.”
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The lone voice
of the whistleblower:
Tom Gilmartin dead at 78

CORK — Tom Gilmartin who was a key witness in
the controversial Mahon Tribunal has died.

Theformer property developer (78) had
beenill for sometime and passed away
at Cork University Hospital on the
morning of November 22.

The Irish businessman became a cen-
tral witnesses at the Mahon Tribunal
with testimony concerning planning and
political corruption that “rocked Ire-
land.”

Thetribunal ran from November 1997
to March 2012 and wasthelongest run-
ning and most expensive publicinquiry
held inthe Republic of Ireland.

Originaly from Sligo, Gilmartin builta
hugely successful engineering business
inLutoninthe UK.

The decline of the UK car industry led
him to moveinto construction and de-
velopment in the 1980s in the UK,
Northern Ireland and the Republic.

However, his experiences of planning
in Dublin, particularly inrelationto a
proposed shopping centre, was one of
the primary causesfor the establishment
of the Mahon planning tribunal in Dub-
linCastle.

Gilmartinwas subjected to demandsfor
money by politicians, and was repeat-
edly obstructed when he refused to pay
them.

His statement before the tribunal was
acrucial rolein ending the political ca-
reer of former Taoiseach BertieAhern
inthe ensuing scandal.

Gilmartin agreed to co-operatewith the
tribunal after hewasl|eft incensed about
comments made about him by former
Irish Government minister and EU
Commissioner, Padraig Flynn, during a
Late Late Show appearance on RTE.

Many of Gilmartin'salegationsinvolved

the late Liam Lawlor and Cork-based
property devel oper Owen O’ Callaghan.

Hefamoudy told one FiannaFéil politi-
cianwhotriedto sting himfor IRES mil-
lion, “You guys make the Mafia ook
likef**king monks.”

He later said he gave a cheque for
IR£50,000to former TD Padraig Flynn.

In hisevidenceto the tribunal, he said
Flynn had tried to get him to lie and
change hisversion of events.

Following publication of the hard-hitting
Mahon tribunal report, the Gilmartin
family claimed it was atotal vindica-
tion of Tom Gilmartin’sposition.

The report concluded that corruption
and abuse of power were‘endemic’ in
politics and it made serious findings
against senior figureswho represented
Fianna Faéil, such as Bertie Ahern,
Péadraig Flynnand Albert Reynolds.

Gilmartinissurvived by hiswife Vera
and four children.

No changefor rightsof Irish
citizensin UK says Brexit Secretary

LONDON —lIrishcitizens are expected
to have their specia status in the UK
protected post-Brexit, according to
David Davis.

The Brexit Secretary told MPs he be-
lievesthere will be no change to what
isenshrined in law in the Ireland Act
1949.

Thislegidlation established the special
statusin which the Republic of Ireland
isregarded “not aforeign country” for
the purpose of UK laws.

Speaking in the Commons, SNP MP
Martin Docherty-Hughes (West
Dunbartonshire) told Davis, “My con-
stituents share an issue, share a con-
cern aready brought to thefloor of this
House by myself and also (Mark
Durkan, SDLPMPfor Foyle) about the
relationship with our closest neighbour
and with our border with the sovereign

nation of Ireland, in which the lreland
Act 1949... they talk about the com-
mon travel areabut there’s no answer
tothisquestion yet.

“Would you, here on the floor of the
House, say here and now that therewill
be no changeto therights of Irish citi-
zens as dictated by the Ireland Act,
amended in 19497

Davisreplied, “It'savery specific ques-
tionand forgivemeif | did not answer
it before because | intend to.

“1 will writetoyou indetail but I think
the answer istherewill be no change.

“The aim, as | said to you before, is
that the common travel area rights —
including therightsto vote, therightsto
work and so on, both ways—will con-
tinuebut | will come back to you about
thedetail.”

DAVID DAVIS told British MPs
he believes there will be no
change to what is enshrined in
law in the Ireland Act 1949.

000X

Record-Breaking Year
for Irish Passports

DUBLIN —Morethan 700,000 Irish passports have been is-

sued so far in 2016.

Last month the Irish passport office tweeted, “Wow, we have just bro-
ken a new record, over 700,000 passports have been issued so far this

year! #RecordBreaker.”

Last year atotal of 670,000 Irish passports wereissued.

In the three months after the contentious Brexit vote, applicationsfor I rish pass-
portswere up more than 17,300 compared to the same period | ast year.

Some 21,549 people in Britain sent off for the documents in July, August and
September, along with 15,747 peoplein Northern Ireland.

The Irish Embassy in London and the Irish Passport Office were flooded with
applications, as peoplewho wanted to hold on to their EU citizenship inthe event
of the UK |eaving the EU were galvanised into action by the referendum.

Oneinfour peoplein Britainissaid to have Irish heritage. Anyone born on the
island of Ireland or whose parents are I rish automatically qualifiesfor citizen-
ship. In some cases, those who have an Irish grandparent can also apply.

Enda Kenny's
popularity is
surging — but
Fianna Fail is
the most
popular party

ENDA Kenny’s popularity is up to
36 percent in the latest Irish Times/
IpsosMRBI poll.

It'sthe Fine Gael leader’s best per-
sonal showing in this poll in four
years, the paper notes.

Hiscounterpart at the head of Fianna
Féil, Michedl Martin, is at 38 per-
cent. Thefigurefor Gerry Adamsis
27 percent, whilerecently appointed
Labour leader Brendan Howlinison
21 percent.

Both main parties have gained sup-
port since the last poll in October.
Thepoll wascarried out among 1,200

people.

THE late Tom Gilmartin famously told one Fianna Fail politician
who tried to sting him for IRE5 million, “You guys make the Mafia
look like f**king monks.”
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FUNERAL SERVICE ST
Our family serving your famify with
compassion for over one hundred years.

* We provide a full range of funeral & cremation services

¢ Fair and affordable prices

¢ No commissioned sales people

* We welcome inquiries about pre-planning & pre-paid funeral trusts

¢ Our offices are open six days a week, available by phone 24/7

Cloverdale @ South Surrey
604-574-2603
£101- 5772 176" Street
Surrey V35 4C8
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604-521-4881
219- 6' Street
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604-736-0268
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LEITRIM-NATIVES Camilla Barrett and Mary Charles along with
Limerick native Father John Madigan visiting with Daidi na Nollag
at the Irish seniors’ Christmas luncheon.

i

S, g d o
ANTRIM NATIVE Kay McKenna and Down native Cathryn Quinn
visiting with Daidi na Nollag.

4

DUBLIN-NATIVE Brian Cullen and his wife Jennifer visiting with
Daidi na Nollag at the Irish seniors’ Christmas luncheon.

BELFAST-NATIVE Reverend Barry Keating and his wife Nancy
visiting with Daidi na Nollag at the Irish seniors’ Christmas lunch-
eon.

¥ .
KERRY NATIVE Dan Nolan and Limerick native Pat Bennett visit-
ing with Daidi na Nollag at the Irish seniors’ Christmas luncheon.

SEATTLE IRISH NEWS

PASSINGS
e Larry Peterson, the father of
Vanessa Peterson of the Seattle
Gaels, died suddenly in Virginia No-
vember 28.

¢ Paul LeBrun (89), whose wife Lily
is from Co. Donegal, died in
Edmonds November 4.

¢ Marie Donohoe (91), whose late
husband was from Co. Leitrim, died
in Seattle October 18.

* George O’'Malley (96), who died in
Co. Mayo on December 5, was a
brother of Seattle’s Martin O’'Malley
and Una Majeska, and an uncle of
Seattle’s John O’Malley.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh
a nanamacha dilse.

May their faithful souls rest
at the right hand of God.

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS - The
Seattle area’s 2017 Nollaig na mBan
(Women'’s Christmas) celebration will
be on the traditional holiday (the
twelfth day of Christmas) which in
2017 falls on Friday, January 6.

The celebration will be held at the
Wilde Rover, 111 Central Way,
Kirkland.

While this is a celebration for the
women in our lives, men are also wel-
come to attend and enjoy the Irish
music and singing, the food, good
company, and to share the craic.

Enjoy a three course meal and one
drink (beer or wine) for $35 per per-
son, including tax and tip. Visit
eventbrite.com for more details and
to make reservations, or e-mail:
sgillin@mac.com.

IRISH ART EXHIBIT — Artist Mark
Bohne has a ‘Paintings of Ireland’ ex-
hibition at the Sand Point Arts and
Cultural Exchange at Seattle’s
Magnuson Park (Building 30 West,
7448 63rd Avenue NE).

The exhibit is open 10 AM - 3 PM
Thursdays and Fridays through De-
cember 17.

Mark has visited Ireland for extended
stays for the last two decades, deep-
ening his affinity for Ireland and its
rugged and beautiful landscape and
to explore his own Irish roots.

This exhibition is largely the result of
two awarded artist residencies.

CELTIC CHRISTMAS - Geoffrey
Castle’s Celtic Christmas on Satur-
day, December 17, is a wonderful
new Northwest holiday tradition. A
high energy stage show that brings
the joy and magic of the holidays to
the Northshore Performing Arts
Center,18125 92nd Avenue NE,
Bothell.

Ticket prices ranging from $15 to $25
are available by calling (425) 893-
9900.

ISSAQUAH GAA — The Issaquah
School District has adopted the Irish
games of Gaelic football and hurling
as mainstream PhysEd sports.

Skyline High School, Issaquah High
School and Liberty High School now
all teach Gaelic football and hurling
to boys and girls as part of their PE
curriculum.

Issaquah School District may be the
first school district in the United
States teaching Gaelic Athletic Asso-
ciation games at all of their high
schools.

By
JOHN
KEANE

IRISH UNIVERSITY ALUMNI — About
50 alumni and friends of the Univer-
sity of Limerick held a UL Alumni or-
ganizing reception at Seattle’s Mu-
seum of Flight at Boeing Field in No-
vember.

Bobby O’Connor, UL Alumni Chair-
man, and Majella O’Connell, Execu-
tive Director, University of Limerick
Alumni, were both in attendance.

Among the speakers was Dr. Pio
Fitzgerald who graduated from the
University of Limerick with a degree
in Aeronautical Engineering.

He first started with Boeing in 1997
and in 2011 was named Boeing Com-
mercial Airplanes Engineer of the
Year.

He is currently the Program Integra-
tion Manager for the Boeing 747-8
program based in Everett.

A Seattle chapter of the UL Alumni
Association has now been started

and it is hoped that maybe alumni of
other Irish universities might also be
willing to organize so that a com-
bined Irish Universities Alumni group
could organize joint events.

In the meantime, for more informa-
tion on the UL Alumni group, e-mail:
Majella.OConnell@ul.ie.

MISCELLANEOUS
¢ For information on the next Irish
Book Club meeting, call (206) 361-
1713.

* Avideo called Ireland, narrated and
shot by Seattle teenager Sam Cleary,
won an award at the recent Ethnic
Heritage Council Film Festival.

¢ On The Edge: An Odyssey, a pa-
perback by UW grad Stephen
Murphy, is a memoir of risk-taking,
poignancy and redemption, available
at Amazon and other online retailers.

¢ Former Seattle resident Nancy
Blanton has a new novel setin 1634
Ireland, The Prince of Glencurragh,
which just won Florida’s Royal Palm
Literary Award for historicals, avail-
able at Amazon and other online re-
tailers.

Go raibh sioch n na Nollag agus
Bliain Nua faoi sh,an ‘s faoi shonas
ort ‘s ar do mhuintir!

May the peace of Christmas and a
happy and prosperous New Year be
with you and yours!

(L-R) NOREEN MCCORMACK, Michael Gallagher, Niamh Coleman
and Michelle Coleman at the University of Limerick Alumni organ-
izing reception at Seattle’s Museum of Flight.

LUSIVERSITY
f

LIMERM K

Welcome UL Alummi
& Friends

MAJELLA O’'CONNELL, Executive Director, University of Limer-
ick Alumni, speaks at the UL Alumni organizing reception at the
Museum of Flight at Boeing Field in Seattle.



DECEMBER 2016/JANUARY 2017

www.celtic-connection.com

IRISH TOURISM industry sales mission event in Seattle in November —

lluup into

Trel and

ireland.com

(L-R) Marc Kavanagh,

Sceptre Tours; Billy Condon, Tourism Ireland’s Vice-President of Marketing USA; John Keane,
Honorary Irish Consul; Margaret Jeffares, Good Food Ireland; and Helena Healy, B&B Ireland.

Donald Trump adviser warns
‘flood of companies’ will leave
Republic of Ireland

WASHINGTON - Stephen Moore,
oneof Donald Trump'stop advisers, has
warned a “flood of companies” will
leavethe Republic of Ireland under the
president-elect’s planned new tax re-
gime.

Moore, senior economic advisor to
Trump, said the centrepiece plan of the
new Washington administration was
wooing back multinational swith radi-
cal businesstax cuts.

“1 believe that when we cut these tax
rates—we' re going to cut our business
tax rate from roughly 35 percent down
toroughly 15to 20 percent —if you do
that you are going to seeaflood of com-
paniesleaving Ireland and Canadaand
Germany and France and they are go-
ing to come back to the United States,”
he said.

“Itisgoing to have avery highimpact
onjobs.”

Moore, formerly achief economist with
U.S. conservative think-tank the Her-
itage Foundation, said the effort to en-
tice companies back from low corpo-
rate tax-rate countries would be cen-
tral to boosting the U.S. economy.

This was the “single most important
thing for our country right now,” hetold
BBC Radio 4'sWorld At One.

ENDA KENNY spoke to U.S.
President-elect Donald Trump
by telephone for 10 minutes fol-
lowing the night of his election.

“Thereisno question about it, and we
see day-after-day in this country that
we are losing our businesses and our
corporations,” hesaid.

“They are effectively renouncing their
U.S. citizenship and they aremoving to
Canada, to Britain, to Ireland, to China
and Mexico.

“That isasignificant loss of jobs and
we want to have the jobs here in the
United States, we don’'t want to have
them go abroad.”

The remarks follow a 10-minute tel-
ephone conversation between Trump
and Irish Taoiseach Enda Kenny, who
said the president-elect praised hiseco-
nomic policy.

“1 had a very good conversation with
thepresident-elect,” said thetaoiseach.

“Heunderstands Ireland very well, he
was complimentary about thedecisions
made about the economy here.

“Heislooking forward to doing busi-
nesswith Ireland and | asked him spe-
cifically about Patrick’sDay, heislook-
ing forward to continuing that tradition
over many years.”

Itistradition for thetaoiseach to travel
to Washington on March 17 to present
theU.S. president with abowl of sham-
rocks, to symbolise close ties between
the countries.

Kenny said Trump has invited him to
the White House next year to continue
the custom.

Earlier, Kenny told the Irish Dail that
“racist and dangerous’ remarks made
by Trump during the el ection campaign
were made in the “ heat of battle.”

In asoftening of hisoutspoken rebuke

from May, Kenny said he would be
happy to work with Trump.

Growth In Irish construction
Industry hits seven-month high

DUBLIN — Growth in the Irish
construction industry has hit a
seven-month high, new figures
indicate.

Activity, new orders and employment
all increased at faster ratesin October,
according to the Ulster Bank Construc-
tion Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI).

Companies also increased their pur-
chasing activity, and confidence over

future output also improved from Sep-
tember.

Activity on housing projects also rose

at asharp and accelerated pace during
October.

Therate of new order growth was sub-
stantial, having quickened for thefifth
consecutive month to the strongest
since February.

As a result, construction firms were
encouraged to increase their staffing
levels.

Therisein new businessin October was
also akey factor behind an expansion
of purchasing activity by construction
firms — among the sharpest since the
survey began in mid-2000.

Meanwhile, higher demand for inputs
led supplierstoincreasetheir charges,
and also resulted in delivery delays.

The rise in input costs faced by con-
struction firms during October was
sharp and thefastest sinceAugust 2015.

Business sentiment ticked up in Octo-
ber and remained strongly positive, with
about two thirds of respondents predict-
ing anincreasein activity over the next
12 months.

Among thefactors supporting optimism
were predictions of improving market
conditionsand agood pipeline of work,
thesurvey said.
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Undocumented Irish
urged not to make
‘rash decisions’
by lobby group

NEW YORK — Undocumented Irish
living in the U.S. have been urged not
to make “any rash decisions” amid
president-elect Donald Trump'slatest
comments regarding deporting or im-
prisoning up tothreemillionimmigrants.

Ciarén Staunton, chairman of the lrish
Lobby for Immigration Reform, saidthe
group would keep aclose eye on events
asthey progressed in Washington.

“Whileweareall concerned with many
of president-elect Trump’s statements
onimmigration during hiscampaign, we
urge peopl e not to make any rash deci-
sionsor livein fear of aknock on the
door,” hesaid.

Trump said the authoritieswould round
up undocumented immigrants with
criminal records—agroup he estimated
at between two and three million peo-
ple

He said he would later “ make a deter-
mination” onthose, including thousands

of Irish, who were undocumented but
had an otherwise clean record.

It is estimated that there are about
50,000 undocumented IrishintheU.S.

Staunton said the group would like to
emphasis that Trump said he was fo-
cused on peoplewith criminal records.

He criticised some mediafor “mislead-
ing” reports on the potential deporta-
tion of undocumented immigrants.

Trump said in an interview on CBS's
60 Minutes “what we are going to do
is get the people that are criminal and
have criminal records—gang members,
drug dealers...we are getting them out
of our country or we are going to in-
carcerate.”

He said when the border was secured
and “everything normalised,” hewould
decide on aplan to deal with the “ter
rific people” whowereintheU.S.ille-
gally but who had clean criminal histo-
ries.

person’s religious, social or economic
background.

Consultation and referrals, networking
opportunities, limited immigrant legal
assistance, advocacy and support in

abuse, family crises, senior issues,
poverty, etc.

to Irish people in need, regardless of the

handling drug, alcohol, child or spousal

Call toll-free 877-517-3559 or email info@irishseattle.com
P.O. Box 75123, Seattle, WA 98175

www.irishseattle.com

FAIRFIELD INN

Vancouver to Seattle &
SeaTac Airport,

There and back! Quick and Easy!
For Reservations cail:

604-940-4428

19631 International Blvd.

SeaTac WA 98188
1-206-824-9909

Includes Continental Breakfast

—
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BY MARRIOTT

FOR HOTEL & BUS PACKAGES IN
VANCOUVER OR SEATTLE
CALL: 604-
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Conor McGregor Delivers Knockout
In UFC’s New York Debut

NEW YORK - Conor
McGregor knocked out Eddie
Alvarez in the second round
to win the Ultimate Fighting
Championship lightweight ti-
tle and becomethefirst UFC
fighter to ever hold two belts
at thesametime.

M cGregor dominated from the opening
bell of the main event of UFC 205 at
Madison Square Garden on Novem-
ber 12 and the sold-out crowd roaring
with each blow.

McGregor isnow thereigning feather-
weight and lightweight champ.

UFC hasnot decided if McGregor will
be allowed to defend both champion-
ships. UFC President DanaWhite said
McGregor could be about the only
fighter in the promotion to handle that
kind of fight load.

The 28-year-old Irishman added the
lightweight titleto hisown featherweight
belt when referee John McCarthy
stepped in and stopped the bout with
under two minutes of the second round
left.

Afterwards, McGregor announced he
was becoming afather for thefirsttime
and that he wanted a shareholding in
the UFC where he is by far the most
famousfigureinthe sport.

In the first round, McGregor tagged
Alvarez early with his left hand and
dropped him to the canvas several
times.

Alvarez, a veteran fighter who was
expected to give McGregor areal test,
showed alot of spirit to get out of the
first round.

In the second round, every time the
Philadelphian tried to take down
McGregor, the Irishman was able to
easily get out of troubleand get back to
striking.

McGregor picked his opponent apart,
and with aleft, decked Alvarez again.

The Dubliner went in for the kill and
pelted Alvarez with punches until the
referee stepped in to stop the fight.

After the fight, “The Notorious” de-
manded that his belt be brought to the
octagon so he could put one on each
shoulder.

“| am on another level,” he added when
asked about thefight.

“I’ve spent alot of time slaying every-

CONOR McGREGOR celebrates his KO victory over Eddie Alvarez.

body in the country,” McGregor said.

“1"d like to take the chance to apolo-
giseto absolutely nobody.”

UFC was live and legal in New York
for the first time since an MMA ban
waslifted earlier thisyear.

With histwo UFC beltsdraped over his
shoulders, he shouted, “ Thisiswhat |
dreamed into redlity... that looks good,
oh that looks good, God bless.”

Web Summit eyesdizzying
new heightsin Lisoon

DUBLIN — The 2016 Web
Summit wasadifferent affair
from previousyears, not |east
because this is the first year
theevent wasnot held in Ire-
land.

In a blaze of publicity ahead of last
year’'s event, co-founder Paddy
Cosgrave announced the event, which
beganin Dublinin 2009, would moveto
Lisbon.

The reasons were spelled out: the fa-
cilitiesin Dublin just didn’t have the
capacity that the co-founders thought
were necessary to grow the Web Sum-
mit.

WIFI, hotels, transportation and confer-
ence space were among the chief com-
plaints.

It seems along time has passed since
theWeb Summit wascalled the Dublin
Web Summit, changing its name after
the 2011 show to reflect, perhaps, the
organisers futureambitions.

Its humble roots saw 400 attendeesin
asingleroom; by 2011, thereweremore
than triple that number, and it grew
exponentialy.

In 2015, there were about 40,000 peo-
pleat the Web Summit, whichwasheld
over two hallsin Dublin’'sRDS.

The move to the MEO Arena and the
Feiralnternacional deLisboa(FIL)in
Lisbon will alow the capacity to in-
crease to 80,000 attendees over time.

That is bigger than any venue in Ire-
land could accommodate, and the Web
Summit organisersknow it.

Lishon is betting that hosting the Web
Summit, which has become Europe's
largest tech event, will spur the growth
of startupsand draw foreign investors,
helping it compete with the continent’s
main innovation hubs.

Cosgrave said the strong government
support given startupsin Portugal was
one of the reasons why he moved the
event to Lisbon from Dublin.

“They recognise the value of technol-
ogy and want to put Portugal onthemap

asatech hub,” he said.

“The Portuguese capital iswell placed
to become a tech hub because it has
strong infrastructure, a vibrant tech
community, cheap rents and an edu-
cated workforce that is fluent in Eng-
lish,” Cosgrave said.

Apart from tech startups, chief execu-
tives from leading companies like
Renault Nissan took part this year as
the Web Summit becomes a meeting
ground for technology and business.

Cosgrave said, “If you track the Web
Summit, in 2010 it was a startup con-
ference, the average age of attendees
wasinthemid-20s.

“But in 2014 it began to change, the av-
erage ageisnow 36, it hasbecomevery
much a... technology business confer-
ence.”

“The Web Summit's rapid growth
brought it to Lisbon as the venue had
simply run out of space in Dublin,”
Cosgrave said.

“If youlook at Lisbon, something was
already happening, and | hopethat the

MICK ROCHE

DANNY MURPHY

GAA mournspassng
of Mick Roche
and Danny M ur phy

Three-time All-Ireland win-
ner Mick Roche has died at
the age of 73, while Ulster
secretary Danny Murphy has
also passed away, aged 67.

MICK ROCHE
Roche, who played at the heart of the
Tipperary defence, was a mainstay of
the Premier side for amost a decade,
lining out for 27 Championship appear-
ances between 1964 and 1973.

Rochewon hisAll-Irelandsin 1964, '65
and '71, and also collected five Mun-
ster crownsand three National League
titles.

The Carrick-on-Suir native captained
hiscounty tofinalsin'67 and '68.

Rochewas sdlected on thefirst All-Star
Award teamin 1971 at centre back and
prior tothat received three Cl Chulainn
Awards, theforerunner to theAll Stars,
in 1964, '65 and '67

With hisclub Carrick Davins, Mick won
back-to-back senior county champion-
shiptitlesin 1966 and 1967, scoring 1-9
inthe Davinswin over Ballygunnerin
the 1966 Munster Club Final.

Tipperary County Board Chairman
Michael Bourkesaid: "I, likethewhole
of the hurling world, am rocked with
the news of the untimely passing of
Mick Roche.

"Not only wasMick alegend who car-

ried that tag with great humility, hewas
acolossus who earned tremendous re-
spect from his peers and even from
those who never had the privilege of
playing with or against a giant of our
game.

"Hisinfluencein Tipperary'ssuccessin
the Sixtiesand also in the Seventy-One
All-lreland Final isincalculableand his
losswill resonatefor along time.”

DANNY MURPHY
A member of the Burren Club in Co.
Down, Murphy, served asan adminis-
trator of every level of theAssociation,
and had servedin hisrole as Ul ster sec-
retary since 1997.

On Murphy's contribution to the Asso-
ciation, Ulster president Michael Hasson
said: "Danny was an outstanding leader
who provided unstinting dedication to
the GAA in Ulster for over 35 years.

"His contribution to every aspect of the
GAA, fromhisinitial involvement with
St. Mary’s GAC, Burren, his beloved
County Down and his immense com-
mitment to Comhairle Uladh brought
unprecedented successto every unit of
theAssociation hewasinvolvedin.

"It was very fitting that Danny’s |ead-
ership was honoured earlier this year
by the First Minister Arlene Foster and
Deputy First Minister Martin
McGuinnessat Stormont in recognition
of hiseffortsin promoting reconcilia-
tion, tolerance and respect across all
communities.”

-

THE WEB SUMMIT which has become Europe’s largest tech event

made its presence felt on the streets of Lisbon.

Web Summit addsto the growing wave
of interest in what's happeningin Lis-
bon and Portugal.

“It'sdifficult toexplainthesethings. His-

torians can look back and explain why
acity iscool.”

He cited agrowing number of startups
in Lisbon and the decision by the

founder of Berlin's co-worker startup
campus"Factory" to openin the Portu-
guese capital as evidence of its grow-
ing attraction.

The Web Summit's biggest point of in-
terest thisyear could bein bringing to-
gether alarge number of expertsinthe
car industry on driverlesscars, accord-
ing to Cosgrave.
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Pope Francis: Visit to
Ireland in 2018 may

North

Include

g

PHOTO: AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, pool

POPE FRANCIS exchanges gifts with Taoiseach Enda Kenny
(R), during a private audience in his private studio at the Vatican,

Monday, November 28, 2016.

DUBLIN —The Pontiff has confirmed
hisintentionto visit Ireland following a
meeting with Taociseach EndaKenny in
the Vatican on November 28.

Pope Francis may also include avisit
to Northern Ireland aspart of histripto
Ireland in August 2018.

Following a25-minute-long private au-
dience, the taoiseach said that he had
explained that the Irish Government will
“co-operate and assist” with any ar-
rangements necessary for a northern
legto hisjourney.

The focus for Pope Francis's trip will
bethe gatheringin Dublin of theWorld
Meeting of Families, which was last
held in Philadel phia, wheretherewere
crowdsof about onemillion.

The event, which is to run over four
days, isexpected to draw significantly
larger crowds, but will befar shy of the
numbers that turned out for the Pope
John Paul 11 visitin 1979.

The World Meeting of Families Con-
gress “promotes the pastoral care of
families, protectstheir rights and dig-
nity inthechurchandin civil society, so
that they may ever be more ableto ful-
fil their duties’.

Following the papa visit announcement,
DUP leader Arlene Foster acknowl-
edged that she would meet the Pope if
hetravelled to Northern Ireland in his
capacity as head of state.

A spokesman for thefirst minister said,
“Any potential visit to Northern Ireland
by the Popeisamatter for the Foreign
and Commonwealth Officein London.

“Were the Pope to visit Northern Ire-
landin hiscapacity ashead of statethen

thefirst minister would meet him.”

Deputy First Minister Martin
McGuinness has said it would be un-
thinkabl e the Pope would cometo Ire-
land and not cross the border.

McGuinness Tweeted: “ Great newsthat
@Pontifex to visit Ireland in 2018, |
believe hewould receive avery warm
welcomethroughout theisland.”

Reverend Trevor Gribben, Clerk of the
General Assembly and General Secre-
tary of the Presbyterian Churchinlre-
land said, “I am sure that many, many
Roman Catholics both south and north
of the border will be very excited and
encouraged by the news that Pope
Francisislikely to attend the 2018 gath-
ering of the World Meeting of Fami-
lies.

“1f thismaterialises, | would hope that
all other peopleonthisisland will want
tojoinwith our fellow citizensin wel-
coming theleader of their churchto Ire-
land.

“Should any visit include an appropri-
ate opportunity to travel north and visit
Northern Ireland, | would trust that all
in our community would take the op-
portunity to show duerespect to such a
vist.

“That will indeed be a sign that as a
society we are continuing to develop
into thekind of country that weall want
Northern Ireland to be.”

During his visit to the Vatican, the
taoiseach presented leader of the
Catholic Churchwithaprint of astained
glasswindow by Harry Clarke. Inre-
turn, the Fine Gael |eader received an
etching of St. Peter’sBasilica.
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TEN PEOPLE were shot dead in west Belfast in the three days after internment was introduced in
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1971, in what the bereaved families refer to as the Ballymurphy Massacre.

Ballymurphy: Inquest
Into deaths of 10 people
to begin this month

BELFAST —Aninquest into the deaths
of 10 people shot dead by soldiersin
west Belfast 45 years ago will get un-
der way later thismonth.

The killings by members of the Para-
chute Regiment took place in
Ballymurphy over athree-day periodin
August 1971.

A preliminary inquest hearing hasbeen
scheduled for November 30 but it will
not be completed unlessthe Coroner’s
Courtsserviceisgiven additional fund-
ing.

The decision to prioritise the
Ballymurphy deaths follows areview
of more than 50 so-called legacy in-
quests, involving more than 90 deaths
in some of the most controversial inci-
dentsof the Troubles.

They includekillingsby police officers
and soldiers, and otherswherethereare
allegationsof collusion.

The Lord Chief Justice, Sir Declan
Morgan, has written to the families of
the Ballymurphy victimsinforming them
that their inquest isdeemed to be at an
advanced stage of readiness.

Thosekilled included amother-of-eight
and apriest.

A solicitor representing thefamilieshas
welcomed the scheduling of ahearing
date, but stressed that thisdoesnot mean
the inquest will be completed at this
time.

“The families have received notifica-
tion that theinquest hasbeen prioritised
by the Lord Chief Justice,” said
Padraig O Muirigh.

“However, he was very clear that this
doesn’t mean that the inquest can be
completed at thistime.

“Hewarned earlier thisyear that |legacy
inquests can’'t be completed unless ex-
trafunding is made available and that
position hasn’t changed.”

The decision means the Ballymurphy
inquest will be among the first to be
heard if the Stormont Executive or
Westminster government agree to a
request from Sir Declan Morgan for
additional funding for the coroner’s
court service.

TheLord Chief Justice hasdrawn up a

five-year plan to hear all outstanding
legacy inquests.

It has been estimated that the cost
would beat least £10 million.

Hisrequest for additional funding has
been blocked by First Minister Arlene
Foster.

Lawyers acting for families of more
than 30 people killed in some of the

most controversia incidentsof the Trou-
bles have launched legal action in an
attempt to have the funding rel eased.

They are seeking acourt order instruct-
ing the Stormont Executive, department
of justice and Westminster government
to give the Lord Chief Justice the re-
sources he has requested.

A hearing for ajudicial review applica-
tion has been listed for December 14.

NOVENAS

Novenato the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary
(never known to fail). O most beauti-
ful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendour of Heaven, Blessed Mother
of the Son of God. Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in this my necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. O show me herein you are my
Mother, Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to thee
(three times). Sweet Mother, | place
this cause in your hands (three times).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
light all roads so that | can attain my
goal. You gave me the Divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil against me.
This prayer must be said for three
days, even after the request is granted
and the favour received, it must be pub-
lished. - PMK, MJD, CC, MDF ,LMC,
RD, LMC, CB, MF
Novenato the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary
(never known to fail). O most beauti-
ful flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendour of Heaven, Blessed Mother
of the Son of God. Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in this my necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. O show me herein you are my
Mother, Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to thee
(three times). Sweet Mother, | place
this cause in your hands (three times).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
light all roads so that | can attain my
goal. You gave me the Divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil against me.
This prayer must be said for three
days, even after the request is granted
and the favour received, it must be pub-
lished. - BMCW

Novena of Childlike Confidence
O Jesus, Who has said, ask and you
shall receive, seek and you shall find,
knock and it shall be opened to you,
through the intercession of Mary, the
Most Holy Mother, | knock, | seek, |
ask that my prayer be granted. [Re-
quest] O Jesus, who has said, all that
you ask of the Father in my name, He
will grant you through the intercession
of Mary, the most Holy Mother, | hum-
bly and urgently ask Thy Father in Thy
Name that my prayer be granted. [Re-
quest] O Jesus, who has said, “Heaven
and earth shall pass away but My word
shall not pass,” through the interces-
sion of Mary, Thy Most Holy Mother, |
feel confident that my prayer will be
granted. [Request] — SVS

Novenato St. Anthony

O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,
your love for God and charity for his
creatures, made you worthy, when on
earth, to possess miraculous powers.
Encouraged by this thought, | implore
you to obtain for me (request). O gen-
tle and loving St. Anthony, whose heart
was ever full of human sympathy, whis-
per my petition into the ears of the
sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to be
folded in your arms; and the gratitude
of my heart will ever be yours. Amen.

- SVS

Novena to St. Clare

God of mercy you inspired Saint Clara
with the love of poverty. By the help of
her prayers may we follow Christ in
poverty of spirit and come to the joyful
vision of your glory in the Kingom of
Heaven. We ask this through Our Lord
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

- SVS

Publication of this prayer is $25 monthly

(Canadian

residents include 5% GST)
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DUbI I n Clty Of a H undraj “Kevin was an exceptional driver, full of
Thousand Welcomes

DUBLIN is having a touris

t renaissance and the old city is packed. Hotels are enjoying full occu-
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pancy and the usual tours continue winter or summer.

OVEMBER ishardly primetimeto visit
Ireland but, asit happened, | couldn’t have
picked abetter timefor weather and afew

lesstourists.

Dublinishaving atourist ren-
aissance and the old city is
packed. Hotels are enjoying
full occupancy and the usual
tours continuewinter or sum-
mer.

| am so impressed at how the city man-
agestheir tourists—from airport trans-
portation to city tours and everything
else in between — we are welcomed
and guided to where we want to go.
Welcome to Ireland is on everyone's
lipswho deal withtourists.

Onthefirst morning | started my visit
in Dublin, I woke up and was greeted
with bright sunshine. It wasabit chilly
but | was prepared with a puffy coat
and boots to take on the weather.

Thelrish breakfast islegendary and on
that first morning | smiled to myself as
| tucked into those delicious sausages,
bacon and al the rest.

Nutty brown bread, good marmalade
and in my case | drink teain Ireland,
they know how to make a decent pot
of tea.

I was well fortified to walk along
Grafton Street which was just around
the corner from where | was staying.

Grafton Street is the hub of Dublin’s
south side and isknown for its vibrant
atmosphere and a place to see and be
seen and usually thronged with people.
Very good street musicians gather the
crowds around them.

| happened upon Clarendon Street
Church and went inwhile Masswasin
progress. Clarendon Street Church is
beloved by Dublin people and | gave
thanks for my safe arrival, my good
breakfast and the time | had to enjoy
the days ahead.

Dublinisayoung city and, of course,
now itisavery multicultura city. Walk-
ing around | noticed theyouthful atmos-
phere, | felt | wasthe oldest person on
Grafton Street.

Restaurants and specialty food shops
reflect the influx of Asians, Africians
and most European countries. Many of

theyoung peopleworking in hotelsand
restaurants and shops arefrom outside
Ireland.

It was time to locate the Hop On/Off
tour buses. They ply the streets and |
jumped onto agreen Dublin bustour.

Kevin, the driver, welcomed me and
asked where | was from. On hearing
Vancouver, the whole bus clapped — a
Canadian on board.

By MARIE

Kevinwasan exceptional driver, full of
information. He pointed out all the
places of interest — squares, historic
houses, government buildings, galleries,
pubs and churches, and he regaled us
with stories. At one point we all had to
joininsinging Molly Malone.

| stayed on the bus to the very end of
theroute. | didn’t want to miss any of
Kevin'shillariouscomments. Infact, |
think thewholebus stayed on, so Kevin
caledit the“Jump On” bus.

There are things | always do when |
cometo Dublin, I call them my pilgrim
route.

| never miss a visit to the wonderful

MARIE BRUCE Hugh Lane Gallery where | was able

information....he regaled us with stories.
At one point we all had to join in
singing Molly Malone.”

tojoinalectureonthebeautiful portrait
of EvaGonzales by Edouard Manet.

The story of Hugh Lane'swill and his
gallery islong, butinanutshell, Dublin
and London share five very important
paintings, and it was Ireland’s turn to
have these five works of art back in
thegadlery.

| returned to the gallery another evening
for amagnificent concert intheAtrium.

The world-famous harpist Anneleen
Lenaert and Dionysis Grammenos, a
young clarinet player, thrilled the audi-
ence and received four standing
ovationsfor their efforts.

| enjoyed another concert at the Victo-
rian ornate Olympiatheatre.

Thiswas Christine Boville's Piaf con-
cert. Christine sang her heart out and
received several ovations, but even
more interesting for me was the old
Olympiatheatreitself.

Itisvery ornate with lots of velvet and
oldlighting and | counted two barsin-
side the theatre. Here, oneisallowed
to take your drink to your seats. How
very civilized.

| dropped into Trinity Collegeand, this
time, | decided to have another look at
the Book of Kellsintheold Library.

Then, | crossed theroad to the famous
Bank of Ireland Building. | needed a
cash machine and went in.

Only in Dublinwill you find aroaring
fireto welcome you into abank. | had
totake apicture.

Lunch in the Kilkenny Shop was an-
other huge treat for me.

I likethekind of Irish food they serve,
and | am never disappointed.

Despitemy diet restrictions, | indulged
intheir famous cabbage and bacon with
parsley sauce and mashed potatoes.
Yum! Except the portion was huge.

| would never missabrowseinthe his-
toric Powerscourt Centre. It isacom-
bination of small shops, cafesand good
restaurants....all on different levels.

November isthetimewhen all thefires
arelitinrestaurants and pubs. | found
myself drawn to these cosy places.

TheDublin pub sceneisasbusy asever,
historic pubsare dotted around the city
and mostly, they are comfortable places
where people meet and have a pint.

The rowdy action is contained to the
Temple bar area where the weekends
arejammed with visitors, somewildly
celebrating their stag parties wearing
crazy hatsand getting very drunk.

Another pilgrimagefor meisavisitto
Glasnevin Botanical garden.

Theautumn colourswerestill glowing
and gardenerswere busy planting spring
bulbs, but the trees held on to their
leaves since the weather was so mild.

There are al manner of tourist things
todoin Dublin from walking and pub
toursto day tripsto Wicklow.

Touristinformationisreadily available
and getting around the city isvery easy.
| chooseto walk most of thetime, but it
iseasy to hop on abusor takethe Dart.

Dublin has turned into a shopping
mecca. Everywhere you go, the shops
andrestaurantsareall busy and, insome
cases, itishardtofind afreetableina
café.

| found hotelsand eating out expensive,
but shopping for shoes and general
clothing seemed reasonable to me.

| travel light and try never to shop for
bigitemsbut | bought some cute clothes
for my grandchildren. | just couldn’t
resist the bargainsin Dunne'sand Pen-
ny’s.

Walking along, | noticed signsfor bar-
bers and hot shaves—all very up mar-
ket.

One sign offered free beer or coffee
for haircutsbefore 11 AM. Therewere
plenty of takers when | looked in the
window.

Soon, my whirlwind tour of Dublinwas
over and | was heading out to take a
road trip on the Wild Atlantic Way. That
isanother story.

Donegal among wor ld-famous destinations
to be named ‘coolest’ placeto vigt in 2017

DONEGAL —Donegal hastopped National Geographic Trav-
eller's‘Cool List: 17 for 2017°.

Thelist declaresitself to capture “top culture capital s, hipster hotspots,
wild escapes and places generally keeping it cool.”

Described as “undiscovered,” the county is described as “a weather-nibbled
coast spotted with sea stacks, Blue Flag beaches and offshoreislands, Donegal
isaland that feelsundiscovered.

“Last summer, scenesfor Star Wars: Episode V111 were filmed on the I nishowen
Peninsula. But thisareaof Ireland is also expecting 2017 to be abig year.

“There’san array of reasonsto visit, from surfing beachesin Magheroarty and
Ballyhiernan Bay to Horn Head —adriving, walking or cycling loop that squeezes
the 1,600-mile Wild Atlantic Way into a4.5-mile nutshell,” it read.

Féilte Ireland have since welcomed the accolade, reporting the Wild Atlantic
Way to be going “from strength to strength.”

Thelist aso recommended Santiago, Helsinki, Greenland, Peru, Aarhus, Canada,
Portland, Indiaand South Africa.

THE MAJESTIC Slieve League cliffs in Co. Donegal, a stop-off
point on the Wild Atlantic Way.



