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Proudly Serving Celts in North America Since 1991

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

BEALTAINE – To every thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time
to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is
planted... A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn,
and a time to dance. [Forest Lovers is from the Wildwood
Tarot series based on seasonal rhythms and ancient festivals,
and draws inspiration from pre-Celtic mythology and shamanic
mysteries. Created by Mark Ryan and John Matthews, and
illustrated by Will Worthington.]

[Read Cynthia Wallentine on page 19]

WIN FREE TICKETS
Win free tickets to The Next Generation LEAHY at Chilliwack Cultural
Centre, on June 3, (see page 5 for details). Entry by May 26. Mark your
entry ‘Leahy’.

Win free tickets to the BC Highland Games & Scottish Festival at Percy
Perry Stadium, Coquitlam on June 18, (see page 3 for details). Entry by
May 30. Mark your entry ‘BC Highland Games’.

Win a family (of 4) pass to Skagit Valley Highland Games & Celtic Fes-
tival at Edgewater Park, Mount Vernon, WA, on July 9-10, (see page 13 for
details). Entry by June 17. Mark your entry ‘Skagit’.

Win a weekend pass to Vancouver Folk Music Festival at Jericho Beach
Park, Vancouver, on July 15-17, (see page 5 for details). Entry by June 17.
Mark your entry VFMF.

Win a free copy of Outlander Kitchen Cookbook (see page 19 for re-
view).  Entry by May 26. Mark your entry ‘Cookbook’.

Win a free copy of An Irishman in China book (see page 19 for review).
Entry by May 26.  Mark your entry ‘Irishman in China’.

Win a free Enter The Haggis, Cheers & Echoes CD (see page 6 for
review).  Entry by May 26. Mark your entry ‘CD’.

Entries by E-mail only. Mark the name of the event on your entry, including
your name and daytime telephone number. (Only one entry per person.)
Send to: cbutler@telus.net.

ENDA KENNY, Fine Gael’s first leader to be re-elected as Taoiseach for a second term, greets
supporters on Friday, May 6 as he leaves Leinster House, Dublin, to go to Aras an Uachtarain,
the official residence of the President of Ireland, to receive the Seal of the Taoiseach and Seal
of Government. Kenny won narrow re-election on his fourth attempt, ending 70 days of dead-
lock caused by an inconclusive election and clearing the way for formation of an exceptionally
fragile minority government.  [Read more on page 14]

MANY FAMILY MEMBERS and supporters reacted with jubila-
tion when the jury delivered its conclusions on April 28 finding
fans of the Hillsborough disaster were ‘unlawfully killed’.

 [Read more on page 8]

A TRAGIC accident at Buncrana Pier in Co. Donegal on March
20 left five members of a family dead. [top left] Jodie-Lee
Daniels (14), [right] Mark (12) and Evan McGrotty (8), [bottom
left] Ruth Daniels (57), and [centre] Sean McGrotty (49).

[Read more on page 18]

SCOTLAND the Brave – The
B.C. Highland Games at
Coquitlam’s Percy Perry Sta-
dium will be held on Saturday,
June 18. A fun-filled family day
with lots of activities for young
Scots while some of the best
Highland dancers and pipe
bands in the region and coun-
try compete for top prizes.

[More on all upcoming
Games and Scottish festivals

on pages 12 & 13]
•

UK Local
Elections 2016

SADIQ KHAN – a Labour Party
leader, a former human rights
lawyer and a son of a bus
driver from Pakistan – has
been elected as the new mayor
of London. He was declared
the winner after a protracted
count that extended into Sat-
urday, May 6. He will be the
first Muslim to lead Britain’s
capital.         [More on page 7]
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Edmonton Irish Centre: A friendly beacon
for Fort McMurray fire evacuees

ITH a growing sense of dismay, I watched
harrowing scenes emerging from Fort
McMurray on Tuesday, May 3, while the
entire city was under emergency evacua-

tion alert.
Streams of cars blocked the
only road out of the northern
city as over 80,000 people
were given a moment’s notice
to leave immediately on the
heels of a monster wildfire.
People left behind their homes,
their possessions, in fact the very
life they have known, to run for
their lives as fire consumed eve-
rything behind them.
Despite the fear and frustration, some-
how everyone escaped the inferno.
Sadly, in the aftermath the chaos claimed
the lives of two young people in a terri-
ble accident on the highway.
The Ryan family said they would gladly
let the fire take their Fort McMurray
home, if it meant getting back what the
fire already took – Emily.
She joined Aaron Hodgson, her step-
mother’s nephew, in an SUV as they
were forced to flee the city.
Highway 881 was busy, but RCMP say
traffic was still moving at highway
speeds as people tried to put distance
between themselves and the fire.
At around 1:30 PM the pair had all but
escaped the fire when, just outside of
Lac La Biche, the SUV collided with a
tractor-trailer. Both were killed on the
scene.
The crash ignited a massive fire that
closed the highway and put up plumes
of smoke that could be seen kilometres
away.
Emily’s father, Cranley Ryan, a Wood
Buffalo firefighter, rushed to the scene
when he heard about the crash. He has
now been relieved from active duty in

STREAMS of cars shrouded in smoke blocked the only high-
way out of Fort McMurray on Tuesday, May 3 as over 80,000
people were forced to evacuate the northern Alberta city.

By
MAURA

DE FREITAS

order to be with his family in Edmon-
ton.
So many evacuees have expressed
deep appreciation for all the support
they have received along the way from
complete strangers.
In Edmonton there has been an outpour-
ing of assistance from individuals, busi-
nesses and organizations offering to
help.
Across the country, thousands have do-
nated to the Canadian Red Cross, but
more than this countless numbers have
rallied to gather goods and supplies
while others have stepped forward to
volunteer in any way they can.
Small communities with a population of
several hundred have somehow organ-
ized to accommodate thousands as dis-
placed and exhausted people continue
to pour in seeking refuge.
Convoys of cars, trucks, and tractor
trailers filled with petrol, water, food and
supplies continue to head north to help
those stranded.
As a member of an Irish immigrant fam-
ily, I feel such pride and gratitude for
this great country and the people who
live here.
In Edmonton, the Irish Centre has

played a huge role reaching out to the
Irish who found work in Fort McMurray
when their own homeland underwent an
economic crisis and the work dried up
for a younger generation.
In conversation with The Celtic Con-
nection, Bridget (Doodie) Cahill, the
Honorary Irish Consul in Edmonton said
the help they are receiving both locally
and across Canada is immense.
She said, “we are overwhelmed with the
generosity and support.”
On Sunday, May 8, the Irish Centre of-
fered a free breakfast for Fort
McMurray evacuees and for anyone
else making a donation. This was an
opportunity for the local community to
reach out to those needing a friendly and
familiar face.
Shamrock Builders generously donated
transportation to and from the Irish Cen-
tre for those without transportation.
Starting Monday, May 9, the Irish Em-
bassy will have a representative in Ed-
monton to help any Irish people affected
by the wildfires in Fort McMurray.
Siobhan Doran, Passport Officer with
the Irish Embassy will be at the Irish
Centre starting on Monday from 4 to 8
PM and throughout the week.
Anyone with questions or needing as-
sistance is urged to call the Irish Centre
at (780) 453-2249 or Martin Doyle at
(587) 337-8737.
For those in need of immediate consu-
lar support, contact Bridget Cahill the
Honorary Irish Consul in Edmonton,
Alberta at (780) 458-0810 or e-mail:
gtcahill@shaw.ca.
The Edmonton Irish Centre is located
at 12546-126 Street in Edmonton, Al-
berta.
With the fires continuing to grow in size
and showing no signs of relief, it will be
a long time before any sense of normal-
ity returns to Alberta.
If you can help in any way....reach out.

Sending kindest
good wishes to all,

Maura.

“What do we live for, if it is not
to make life less difficult for each other?”

– George Eliot, British novelist

Quote of the Month

Mary Ann Evans [1819-1880],
known by her pen name George
Eliot, was an English novelist, poet,
journalist, translator and one of the
leading writers of the Victorian era.

She is the author of seven novels,
including Adam Bede (1859), The
Mill on the Floss (1860), Silas
Marner (1861), Felix Holt, The
Radical (1866), Middlemarch
(1871–72), and Daniel Deronda

Prayer to your Guardian Angel
May you always have an angel by your side, watching out for you in all the things
you do. Reminding you to keep believing in brighter days, finding ways for your
wishes and dreams to take you to beautiful places. Giving you hope that it is as
certain as the sun and the strength of security as your guide. May you always
have love and comfort and courage. And may you always have an angel by your
side. – Emilia Larson

(1876), most of them set in provincial England and known for their real-
ism and psychological insight.

She used a male pen name, she said, to ensure her works would be
taken seriously. Female authors were published under their own names
during Eliot’s life, but she wanted to escape the stereotype of women
only writing lighthearted romances.

She also wished to have her fiction judged separately from her already
extensive and widely known work as an editor and critic.

An additional factor in her use of a pen name may have been a desire to
shield her private life from public scrutiny and to prevent scandals at-
tending her relationship with the married George Henry Lewes, with whom
she lived for over 20 years.

 Her 1872 work Middlemarch has been described by Martin Amis and
Julian Barnes as the greatest novel in the English language.
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By
STEVE
EDGE

THE ROGUE
FOLK CLUB

Some of the best folk music on the planet
coming to B.C. and Alberta this summer

W
ELCOME to the merry month of May! It’s
cool and damp this morning, but it’s been
very summery the past few days out here
on the left coast, and it looks like a long,

hot summer will soon be upon us.
If you’re like me, you left your taxes
until the last minute, and maybe you
rued the lack of charitable donations you
could file.
I know that there are many causes you
could support, but I’d like to draw your
attention to a couple of causes that are
very dear to me.
One is the Mission Folk Music Fes-
tival – that special July festival with
camping and jamming and a beer gar-
den and incredible music that you won’t
hear at any other event.
After a couple of rainy years and the
sudden retirement of artistic director
Francis Xavier, combined with an an-
nual reduction in funding from govern-
ment sources, the festival looked to be
in grave danger.
However, a dedicated group of support-
ers have rallied round to keep the event
alive and create a bridging year festi-
val to keep it going to its 30th year in
2017.
You can help to keep the music going,
too. They have launched a 300 x 300
campaign, to find 300 people to con-
tribute $300 and to receive a tax re-
ceipt for the full amount.
Go to
www.missionfolkmusicfestival.ca,
click on the Canada Helps link, and
please give what you can to help. It
doesn’t have to be $300. Every donor
will receive a tax receipt. Then keep it
safe for next year’s tax return!

•
April saw the demise of yet another
Vancouver venue, when The Railway
Club was closed after over 80 years
as one of the best watering holes and
music venues in the city.
Shortly thereafter Spirit of the West
played their last ever gigs at The Com-
modore.
The Celtic-infused band were my own
introduction to Canadian socio-political
music with a Celtic edge, and Geoffrey
Kelly was most helpful in getting me
started as a radio DJ by priming me
with tapes of bands like Silly Wizard,
Battlefield Band, Touchstone, and
The Tannahill Weavers.
Meanwhile music lives on, and in the
midst of all the sad endings the City of
Vancouver’s purchase of St. James
Hall to save it from developers stands
out as one beacon in an ever-darkening
world of music in Vancouver.
Now that the building has been saved,
and leased back to the Society that has
run it for over two decades at break-
even, there is still much work to be done.
The City will make whatever repairs to
the building “envelope” that may be re-
quired (notably the roof, whose war-
ranty expires next year).
But there are many repairs and en-
hancements that still need to be made.
The floor in the hall needs to be re-
placed, washrooms need to be reno-
vated, and ventilation and air circula-
tion are critical.
St. James Community Square Society
is a registered charity and all donations

$10 and up will generate a tax receipt.
The fundraising campaign to improve
and maintain St. James Hall will get
underway this month. Please visit
www.sjcommunitysquare.org or call
(604) 739-9373 to make your contribu-
tion.

•
The Rogue Folk Club celebrates its 29th

anniversary this month, and The
Rogue teams up with Pacific
Bluegrass & Heritage Society to
bring you Michael Cleveland and his
fine band Flamekeeper (four-time
IBMA Instrumental Band of the Year
Award winners) at St. James Hall on
Wednesday, May 11.
Michael Cleveland is one of the pre-
mier bluegrass fiddlers of his genera-
tion and, with TEN International
Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA)
Fiddle Player of the Year awards under
his belt, he is one the most awarded and
celebrated fiddlers in the history of the
music.
Cleveland plays with so much fire, drive
and virtuosity that audiences are left
shaking their heads in amazement. Af-
ter picking up the fiddle at age four,
Michael’s musical momentum began to
propel him forward towards early suc-
cess.
He debuted at the Opry as a guest of
Alison Krauss and was hand picked for
the IBMA Bluegrass Youth Allstars
before he was 14.
Cleveland delivers some of the most
powerful, exciting and authentic
bluegrass you can find. www.flame
keeperband.com.

•
On May 12 The Rogue presents a
unique evening of songwriting and sto-
rytelling that you don’t want to miss!
Acclaimed Nova Scotia songwriter Ian
Sherwood brings the charm of the east
coast, Alberta’s Maria Dunn brings
social and historical commentary from
her brand new CD The Gathering,
Khari McClelland (The Sojourners)
resurrects songs of the underground
railroad that brought escaped slaves to
freedom in Canada, and our own Lydia
Hol brings songs of the sea.
Lydia launched her new album – Head-
ing North – to a packed house at The
Rogue in January and she also hosted
The Acoustic Guitar Project in the
Fall, a fantastic songwriter’s night that
really showcased our city’s talent.
One dollar from each ticket will be do-
nated to support local charity Music
Heals. We will also be collecting old
iPods/MP3 players to donate to Music

Heals. These iPods are used by music
therapists across BC.
www.roguefolk.bc.ca/concerts/
ev16051220.

•
Saturday, May 28 sees the return of the
Rogue’s first – and only – ‘house band’:
Stephen Fearing.
Stephen recently moved back to B.C.
from Halifax and now makes his home
in Victoria.
Thirty years ago he was a driving force
behind the nascent Rogue Folk Club
with his powerful guitar work, Celtic
roots, and stirring songs.
A stalwart member of Blackie & The
Rodeo Kings and a Juno winning song-
writer, Stephen is a real gem.
Over the course of 30 highly creative
years, Fearing has released nine albums
under his own name, seven with B&RK
(a new one is due out this year), and
two with Fearing & White.
He has been nominated for numerous
awards and received two Junos, a Ca-
nadian Folk Music Award and a West
Coast Music Award.
He has logged countless miles behind
the wheel, been invited onto the main
stages of most Canadian roots music
festivals and toured just about every
region of the country: performing,
teaching and producing other artists
from coast to coast.
www.stephenfearing.com.

•
On Friday, June 3, The Rogue presents
Kiérah Raymond – a multi award-
winning violinist and Celtic fiddler from
White Rock.
She completed her A.R.C.T. with the
Royal Conservatory of Music, receiv-
ing one of the highest marks ever given.
With an Irish/Scottish heritage,
Kiérah’s passion, however, is compos-
ing and performing traditional and con-
temporary Celtic fiddle music.
An outstanding entertainer, Kiérah
captivates her audiences by taking fid-
dling to a completely different level,
demonstrating her mastery of the instru-
ment and radiating her love of the mu-
sic.
She has recorded three albums, each
receiving Canadian Folk Music Award
nominations with her third – Stonema-
son’s Daughter – receiving a CFMA
win for Young Performer of the Year.
She has also written B.C.’s first book
of all original fiddle tunes, Kiérah’s Col-
lection, carried by Long and McQuade
across Canada.
Performing with Kiérah will be two
exceptional musicians: multi-instrumen-
talist and producer Adrian Dolan, most
notably of The Bills and The Ruth
Moody Band, on piano, accordion and
mandolin; and innovative guitarist Adam
Dobres of The Ruth Moody Band,
with his unique and impressive approach
to traditional music.
www.irishmadness.com.

•
On Wednesday, June 8 don’t miss the
Vancouver debut of Frank Solivan &
Dirty Kitchen at St. James Hall.
Since Frank left the cold climes of
Alaska for the bluegrass hotbed of
Washington, D.C., he’s built a reputa-
tion as a monster mandolinist – and be-
come a major festival attraction with
his band, Dirty Kitchen.
Solivan, with banjoist Mike Munford,
2013 IBMA Banjo Player of the Year,

award winning guitarist Chris
Luquette and bassist Jeremy
Middleton, simmer a bluegrass/
newgrass stew from instrumental, vo-
cal and songwriting skills so hot, they’ve
been named Washington Area Music
Association’s Best Bluegrass Band of
the Year for four consecutive years.
With their last album earning a 2015
Grammy nomination for Best Bluegrass
Album, the eagerly anticipated Family,
Friends & Heroes was released in
March to great critical acclaim.
This genre stretching album provides a
generous glimpse into Solivan’s work
that pays homage to his family mem-
bers and features the pristine playing
of his closest musical heroes, including
Del McCoury, Rob Ickes, Jerry Doug-
las, Sam Bush, Ronnie McCoury, and
John Cowan. www.dirtykitchen band
.com.

•
Our final concert of the season features
Ontario songwriter Danny Michel at
St. James Hall on Friday, June 10.
With nominations for three Junos, the
Polaris Prize, The CBC ‘Heart Of Gold’
and a pile of albums under his belt,
Danny Michel is unquestionably one of
Canada’s finest songwriters.
His thoughtful lyrics and earnest per-
formances have earned him a devoted
fan base. He’s a musical chameleon,
able to slip into many genres with ease.
In 2011 he relocated to Belize. There
he founded the “Danny Michel Ocean
Academy Fund” to help raise scholar-
ships for a small non-profit community
high school.
To date he’s raised over $70,000 for the
school and volunteers there when he
can.
Later he tracked down one of his fa-
vourite bands, The Garifuna Collec-
tive, a unique Afro-Amerindian cultural
group and convinced them they should
make an album together.
That album (Black Birds Are Danc-
ing Over Me) was quoted as “One of
the finest musical works of our time”
by Billboards’ Larry Leblanc.
The album landed him a third Juno nomi-
nation (this time in the world music cat-
egory) and a sold out summer tour of
North America with The Garifuna Col-

lective as his band.
His new CD, Matadora, features an
ode to Italian cosmonaut Samantha
Cristoforetti – Samantha’s In The Sky
With Diamonds – which earned him
an adoring e-mail from the International
Space Station! www.danny michel
.com.

•
The Rogue’s next concert won’t be until
September 4, when Linda McRae and
Thad Beckman team up again (they
first met at a Rogue gig last November
and are now touring together!).
Meanwhile there will still be plenty of
Rogue-ish music on hand, including a
Rogue Stage at Greek Day on West
Broadway on Sunday, June 26, with a
square dance on the street and music
from the Greek community and a local
hotbed of guitar wizards amongst the
afternoon’s program.

•
Festival season is almost here! Mark
these dates on your calendar. Some of
the best folk festivals on the planet take
place in B.C. and Alberta, and the mu-
sic, atmosphere, organization, and mer-
riment are unparalleled!
Island Musicfest runs from July 8 -
10 in Courtenay. Featured performers
include Galway-resident John Prine,
Cape Breton’s Ashley MacIsaac,
BC’s Qristina & Quinn Bachand,
England’s Eliza & Martin Carthy, and
Phillip Henry and Hannah Martin,
and Winnipeg’s Small Glories – plus
a host of Blues, Gospel, Aboriginal, and
Tex Mex performers.
This gem of a festival’s website is
www.islandmusicfest.com. Be
warned: it will definitely sell out, and
the camping sells out fast too.
Harrison Festival of the Arts runs
July 9 - 17 in Harrison Hot Springs.
Celtic-related performers include The
Paperboys, David Francey, Jayme
Stone’s Lomax Project, Norah
Rendell & The Lost Forty,
Melisande [Electro-Trad] from Que-
bec, and Estonia’s Trad Attack! (with
Estonian bagpipes!). www.harrison
fesival.com.
The Vancouver Folk Music Festi-
val (July 15 - 17, Jericho Beach Park)

[Continued next page....]
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features a wonderfully eclectic line-up,
this year featuring several Celtic and
related artists including Oysterband
(Wales, Scotland, England), Eliza &
Martin Carthy (England), Lucy Ward
(England), I Draw Slow (Eire), Ten
Strings & A Goatskin (PEI), The
Young ‘Uns (England), and The Bills
(BC).
Moulettes are described as “Pentan-
gle meets Kate Bush and early Pink
Floyd” and there are heaps of amazing
artists from all over the planet. Check
out the line-up on
www.thefestival.bc.ca.
The 29th annual Mission Folk Music
Festival almost didn’t happen at all, but
the Fraser Valley community has ral-
lied round to organize a bridging year
event to carry them over from 28 years
under AD Francis Xavier, who retired
in March, to next year’s 30th anniver-
sary event.

This year the festival will be scaled-
down a bit, but the essential ingredients
remain intact: eclectic and top-notch
performers, camping on site, jamming,
workshops, bistro, and events for folks
of all ages.
The event tales place at Fraser River
Heritage Park in Mission – 80 kilo-
metres east of Vancouver on Highway
7 – from July 22 to 24. More details
are on their website www.missionfolk
musicfestival.ca.
The Islands Folk Festival takes place
at Providence Farm in Duncan on July
22 - 24, with performers including
Oysterband, John Reischman &
The Jaybirds, Joel Fafard, Mighty
Squirrel, The Lomax Project, and
much more. www.islandsfolk
festival.ca.
The Rogue will team up once again
with LG104.3fm to present Shorefest
– three evenings of Canadian music on
The Rogue Stage at Sunset Beach
(before the Celebration of Light fire-
works) on Saturday, July 23, Wednes-
day, July 27, and Saturday, July 30.
More details will be announced on
www.roguefolk.bc.ca. It’s free, and
there is a beer garden at the beach. You
can’t beat that!
Over in Alberta there’s the Calgary Folk
Festival (July 21 - 24) www.calgaryfolk
fest.com, but I’m afraid I don’t find
the line-up very appealing (probably
because most of the performers I like
are also playing Vancouver ...).
Canmore, Alberta is a delightful place
for a folk festival, and they only book

performers who want to jam with oth-
ers. If I lived closer I’d be there every
year for sure!
Check out the line-up on
www.canmorefesival.com. The dates
are July 30, 31 and August 1.
Edmonton Folk Music Festival runs
August 4-7. They announce their line-
up on June 4. Tickets will be sold out
within 2 hours. www.efmf.ab.ca.
Salmon Arms Roots & Blues Fes-
tival (August 19 - 21) boasts a very
Bluesy and Rootsy line-up indeed, with
highlights including Steve Earle and
Shawn Colvin, Amy Helm, Eric
Bibb, Locarno, and many more.
www.rootsandblues.ca.
Meanwhile over in Princeton, B.C. that
same weekend it’s the Princeton Tra-
ditional Music Festival. And it’s free!
And there are workshops and jams and
all sorts of great traditional music.
www.princetontraditional.org.
We will start the month in Edmonton
and end it at Denmark’s prestigious
Tonder Festival (August 25 - 28) with
Shooglenifty, Tim O’Brien, Barra
MacNeils, Ten Strings & A Goat-
skin, Manran, Karine Polwart, The
String Sisters, and many more.
I’ll have a report in a future edition of
The Celtic Connection. It’s going to
be an amazing summer!
Tune in to The Edge On Folk every
Saturday from 8 AM to noon on
CiTR fm 101.9 and www.citr.ca to
hear music from all these performers –
and more.

[...Continued from page 4]

“Canmore, Alberta
is a delightful place
for a folk festival....

If I lived closer
I’d be there every

year for sure!”
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An annual Vancouver Summer
Folk Music Tradition for 39 years

VANCOUVER FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL

VANCOUVER – The 39th annual Van-
couver Folk Music Festival from July
15-17 at Jericho Beach Park will fea-
ture upwards of 60 acts from more than
18 countries.
This year some amazing artists and
bands from England and Ireland are
coming to offer a stunningly eclectic
range of genres and approaches.
First, let’s start with the rollicking sounds
of Britain’s Oysterband.
Since they began in 1978, yes that would
be roughly 38 years ago, this band of
music renegades has been influenced
by all manner of sounds, culture and
styles – but the heartbeat of the band,
a deep-rooted love of the traditional
music of Britain, is as fresh as ever.
If there was a single guiding spirit of
the 1960’s English folk revival, then
Martin Carthy was that spirit.
In addition to being one of the most tal-
ented multi-instrumentalists and singers
playing the folk clubs in those days (and
since), he remains a music force of in-
ternational proportions.
With daughter Eliza Carthy, herself an
artist of great renown, this is folk mu-
sic as its best.
Joining these celebrated veterans are
some really talented newer faces, some
with a surprise or two up their sleeve.
I Draw Slow is a five-piece, Dublin-
based band that plays Americana,
bluegrass and Appalachian-flavoured
traditional and country tunes.
The Irish Independent called them
“one of the most beguiling and singular
acts currently on the circuit.”
Lucy Ward is an award winning singer-
songwriter from Derby who plays gui-
tar, ukulele and concertina – and who
loves the lyrics and stories of traditional
song.
She was nominated “Folk Singer of the
Year” at the 2014 BBC Radio 2 Folk
Awards.
Witty and irreverent singer-songwriter
Lisa O’Neill, hails from Ballyhaise,
Co. Cavan in Ireland, and is making a
name for herself on the international
scene.
Two extraordinary guitarists are also on
the roster: Dublin’s Cian Nugent can
easily be called “eclectic” for his bound-
ary-busting mix of influences.

England’s Martin Harley, on the other
hand, plays music firmly rooted in the
Mississippi blues tradition.
Brighton-based collective Moulettes’
sound is a kind of alt-folk, pop fusion
that features rich harmonies and other
sonic elements melded into an intrigu-
ing and genre-defying mix.
And winners of “Best Group” at both
the 2015 and 2016 BBC Radio 2 Folk
Awards, The Young’uns have fast
become one of the foremost groups on

VETERAN performers Oysterband remain firmly rooted in the
love of the traditional music of Britain.

the UK folk scene.
Their way with ballads, witty banter, and
their commitment to maintaining the tra-
dition of social commentary led The
Guardian to call them “irresistible.”
Eclectic, diverse, here’s music that de-
lights and surprises – just some of what
this year’s Vancouver Folk Music Fes-
tival has to offer.
For full festival information and to pur-
chase tickets, go to: thefestival.bc.ca.

CELTIC MUSIC REVIEW
ENTER THE HAGGIS

A 20th Anniversary
Retrospective

Cheers and Echoes
It was March 1995 when Enter The
Haggis made their debut before an en-
thusiastic crowd at Toronto’s North by
Northeast Festival.
With the support of Toronto fans and
media the band was soon headlining fes-
tivals in Canada and the USA.
The Toronto-Portland-Philadelphia-
based Celtic rock group rose from the
ashes of bagpiper Craig Downie’s failed
acting career and took him to places he
never imagined possible.
Some of those places include 10 Euro-
pean tours, 48 U.S. states, eight studio
albums, U.S. radio, national television
and high billboard chart debuts.
In March this year, Enter The Haggis
celebrated their 20thanniversary tour.
They also celebrated this milestone with
a 22 song two-disc retrospective draw-
ing from their eight studio albums. A 20th

Anniversary Retrospective Cheers

and Echoes is currently available online
and at shows while a new album of origi-
nals is due in Fall 2016.
The double CD is quite unique in that
one CD is Cheers and the other Ech-
oes.
In the liner notes, each band member –
Craig, Brian, Mark, Trevor, James and
Bruce – shares a small snapshot of their
life and how they got started with the
band.
Recently, the band has harkened back
to their Celtic rock roots, featuring
pipes, fiddle and songwriting that shows
understanding and respect for traditional
Irish balladry, but with fiercely contem-
porary arrangements and performances.
With a name like ‘Enter The Haggis’
there is a laundry list of influences – an
eccentric assembly of instruments, bag-
pipes, trumpet, fiddle, harmonica, synths
and what seemed an unlikely
hodgepodge...the end result was 20
years with a fanbase around the world.
The band lives by 10 lessons learned
along the way and is like their 10 com-
mandments:
(1) Don’t do things because you think
you have to; (2) Know when you are
wrong; (3) Don’t be afraid to experi-
ment; (4) A little bit of luck goes a long
way; (5) Find your voice; (6) Love your
fans; (7) Tour smart; (8) Embrace new
trends/technology; (9) Love what you
do; and (10) Focus on the music.
It’s a roadmap that has been extremely
successful for Enter The Haggis for the
past 20 years. Not only could it be a
useful tool for any band, but it could be
adapted to almost any lifestyle.

– Reviewed by Catholine Butler

The Next Generation
Leahy: It’s a Family

Music Tradition
CHILLIWACK, BC – Rock It Boy En-
tertainment and Gee Dan Productions
proudly present ‘The Next Generation
Leahy’ at the Port Theatre in Nanaimo
on Tuesday, May 31 and at the
Chilliwack Cultural Centre on Friday,
June 3.
Building on three generations of Leahy
musical excellence, ‘The Next Genera-
tion Leahy’ are astounding audiences
all over North America on their new
tour.
Seasoned Leahy veteran Doug Leahy,
together with his wife Jennifer and their
six children ages 13 down to five-years-
old, are keeping the family traditions
alive through music, song, and dance.
Even the smallest children feel the mu-
sic pulsing through their veins. They are
drawn to it and passionate about it, un-
derstanding the joy and exhilaration that
only music can provide.
The drive to create music has led Doug
and Jennifer’s children to tremendous
achievements, even at their young ages.
Still in elementary school, all the chil-
dren are accomplished multi-instrumen-
talists. This talent, rare in children so

young, is an inspiration to young and old
alike.
The joy of music is meant for all and
‘The Next Generation Leahy’ are set
on sharing that joy with each and every
audience.
Led by Doug, live performances are
filled with the high-energy, infectious
Celtic-based music people associate
with the Leahy heritage.
Fiddle, cello, French accordion and pi-
ano blend their voice with song and
French-Canadian step-dancing to fill the
stage.
As for the result, Paddy Moloney of
The Chieftains said, “Absolute joy . . .
performing so beautifully and playing so
well together. I’ve never experienced
anything like this before... simply brought
the house down!”
For more tickets or information on the
May 31 Nanaimo show, visit:
www.porttheatre.com, or call (250) 754-
8550.
For more tickets or information on the
June 3 Chilliwack show, visit:
www.chilliwackculturalcentre.ca, or
call (604) 391-7469.

A WHOLE new generation of young Leahy family members
have inherited a love of Celtic music and French-Canadian
step-dancing.

Tell Them You Saw it Here!
Our advertisers are very important to us. In fact, they are the
lifeblood of this newspaper. They have enabled us to con-
tinue bringing you, our dear readers, each new edition your
Celtic Connection for the past 25 years. For this reason, we
urge you to support our advertisers, and when you do....tell
them you saw them here.
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UK Local Elections 2016 Results
LONDON – Scottish Nationalist Party leader Nicola Sturgeon has
downplayed talk of another independence referendum after winning
the party’s third election victory in a row in the 2016 UK Local Elec-
tion on May 6.
Confirming she would form a minority government at Holyrood, she said her aim
was to “persuade, not to divide.”

Despite Labour coming third in Scot-
land, leader Jeremy Corbyn insisted the
party had “hung on” and done better
than expected in Wales and England.
With all the results declared in Scotland,
the SNP is the largest party with 63
seats, ahead of the Conservatives on
31 and Labour on 24.
Labour remains the dominant party in
Wales, winning 29 out of 60 seats, but
falling just short of a majority.
Plaid Cymru pipped the Tories to be the
second largest party in the Welsh As-
sembly while UKIP won seven seats
on a good night for the party.
Counting continues across English coun-
cils but it is forecast on the basis of
results so far, Labour will have a 31
percent projected share of the national
vote, with the Conservatives 30 percent,
the Liberal Democrats 15 percent and
UKIP 12 percent.
In London, Sadiq Khan is set to be the
first Muslim mayor after comfortably
defeating Tory rival Zac Goldsmith.
This was a glimmer of light for Jeremy
Corbyn from an otherwise dire set of
election results.
The bitterly contested battle had seen
Goldsmith and David Cameron repeat-
edly raise  Khan’s ties to extremists.
But the interventions did not sway vot-
ers in the capital – and the prime minis-
ter is now facing a massive Conserva-
tive backlash over the tactics.

700,000 expats will not be able
 to vote in EU referendum

LONDON – Around 700,000 expats
voters who are thought to live in Eu-
rope have not been granted the right to
vote in this year’s referendum follow-
ing a court ruling.
They had indicated that if they lost they
would appeal to the UK Supreme Court
so that is now highly likely.
Lord Justice Lloyd Jones delivered the
ruling and he said the EU Referendum
Bill as it stands does not breach ex-pats’
rights of free movement under EU law.
This ruling only relates to ex-pats fall-
ing under 15 year rule who live in EU
countries.
The legal challenge was brought by 94-
year-old Second World War veteran
Harry Shindler, who lives in Italy, and
lawyer and Belgian resident Jacquelyn
MacLennan.
They argued they were being illegally
denied the chance to vote because they
have lived in other European countries
for more than 15 years.

In their manifesto, the Conservatives
pledged to scrap the 15-year rule for
ex-pats voting in elections. The govern-
ment says it remains committed to do-
ing so, but stresses that the plan is not
connected to the referendum.

The EU referendum will be held on
Thursday, June 23.
At the moment all British citizens
over 18 who are resident in the UK will
be eligible to vote; Irish citizens over
18 who are resident in the UK (due to
historically close Anglo-Irish links);
Maltese and Cypriots over 18 who
are resident in the UK (other EU citi-
zens will not); Commonwealth-born
citizens over 18 who are resident in
the UK; British ex-pats who have
lived overseas for less than 15 years;
Irish citizens who were born in North-
ern Ireland and have registered to vote
in Northern Ireland in the last 15 years;
Commonwealth citizens in Gibral-
tar over 18; Members of the House
of Lords in Gibraltar.
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Black Pudding: A life altering
decision for owners Greg and Linda

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
LANGLEY, BC – Black Pudding
Imports has a new location in
Langley Town Centre.
The new store is much roomier, well
merchandised with wider aisles, and
stocked with lots of new merchandise
from overseas.
Black Pudding specialize in groceries,
sweets, baked goods, gifts, souvenirs
and football merchandise from England,
Scotland, Ireland and Wales.
I first met owners Greg Bowles and
Linda Hazelton 16 years ago when they
had a small deli at the Langley Cross-
ing Mall.
Customers kept asking them for pork
pies and specialty meat pies and bacons
and that was when they decided to carry
more Celtic products.
Customer demand won out and that
proved to be an important business and
life-changing decision for Greg and
Linda.
With the addition of new products from
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales,
they had soon outgrown the deli and
moved down the road to a larger loca-
tion to accommodate all their new stock.
Not many years later, that location was
also bursting at the seams and it was
time to move once again to much larger
premises and add a lot more merchan-
dise.
As the name would indicate, Black Pud-
ding is one of their own specialty made
products along with white pudding and
a large assortment of pies, sausages and
bacons.
They specialize in meat and chicken
pies, and their newest creation the Guin-
ness and Jameson steak pie will have
you dancing an Irish jig.

The pies are ready baked or you can
take them home and finish baking them.
Greg proudly took me on a tour of the
store, up and down each aisle pointing
out all their new products.
He said, “since opening this location in
February 2015 our business has been
very good and continues to show steady
growth every week.
“We are now carrying a lot more sou-
venirs and clothing such as tartan travel
bags and purses.
“We also have a whole section dedi-
cated to Champions and Premier
League football such as jerseys, foot-
balls and other paraphernalia and trad-
ing cards.
“After all the games we have people
coming in to buy more cards for trad-
ing.”
Another very popular attraction ac-
cording to Greg is the big selection of
British sweets displayed in large jars.
These include floral gums, mint hum-
bugs, lion midget gems and barley sugar.

They also offer a large selection of Irish
groceries such as teas, jams, sauces,
Odlum’s soda bread mix, club orange
and Tayto chips and some beautiful
Celtic design bodhrans (Celtic drums).
Along with the jams, jellies and chut-
neys, they have cushions from England.
For the Queen’s 90th birthday, they have
cups and saucers, mugs and plates with
more commemorative souvenirs com-
ing in for the summer.
If you haven’t yet paid a visit to Black
Pudding’s new location, you will be truly
surprised and amazed at the vast and
varied selection of overseas
merchandise...give yourself some time
to peruse the aisles.
The store is located at unit #107 - 20353
- 64 Avenue in Langley, although the
store actually faces onto 203 Street. For
more information, call (604) 532-1223.
Visit online at Black Pudding’s smart
new upgraded website that Greg’s
daughter Lauren, who majors in graphic
design has put together at:
www.blackpuddingimports.ca.

LINDA and Greg offer a huge selection of merchandise from
England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales at their new location in
Langley, B.C.

Finally, after 27 years,
justice for victims of

the Hillsborough Disaster

BRITAIN’S worst sporting disaster happened at Hillsborough
Stadium on April 15, 1989 during Liverpool’s FA Cup semi-final
against Nottingham Forest. Thousands of fans were crushed
leaving 96 people dead and 170 injured.

LONDON – Following a
landmark decision by a jury
exonerating 96 fans killed in
the 1989 Hillsborough Sta-
dium disaster, lawyers repre-
senting some of the families
have filed a civil suit against
two British police forces, al-
leging misuse of power in of-
fice.
The lawsuit – filed by Saunders Law
on behalf of several hundred family
members and survivors – was revealed
on Thursday, April 28 after an inquest
determined the fans were ‘unlawfully
killed’.
“The evidence points to abuse on an
industrial scale by both South Yorkshire
and West Midlands Police, beyond any
‘one bad apple’ analysis,” the firm said
in a statement.
In addition to actions by individuals, the
firm alleged that evidence suggests in-
stitutional actions. Saunders said the
claims concern actions intended to
wrongly blame the dead and Liverpool
Football Club supporters for the trag-
edy.
A jury found that police and emergency

services were to blame for the April 15,
1989, disaster at Hillsborough Stadium
in Sheffield where 96 soccer fans were
crushed to death in the overcrowded
stadium and 170 left injured.
The decision finally brought solace to
families who had been campaigning for
27 years to have their loved ones
cleared of wrongdoing.
Following the conclusion, the families
clapped as the jury left the inquest.
There were tears as lawyers hugged
their clients, including shadow home
secretary Andy Burnham who was in
court to support the families.
People said they couldn’t take in the
enormity of it all and a spontaneous
chorus of You’ll Never Walk Alone was
sung outside the courtroom as people
raised Liverpool flags above their
heads.
South Yorkshire Police has yet to com-
ment. West Midlands Police confirmed
the force was aware of the proceed-
ings.
Deputy Chief Constable Louisa Rolfe
said, “Our thoughts remain with the fam-
ily and friends of loved ones who died
and were injured in the Hillsborough
tragedy. We recognise the impact the
inquests have brought upon them.”
The inquests jury found match com-

A MEMORIAL to the 96 fans who died published by the Liver-
pool Football Club. Following the jury’s conclusion, the club
tweeted: “A landmark day for all affected by the Hillsborough
tragedy. 27 years of courage, resilience and determination.”

mander chief superintendent of South
Yorkshire police, David Duckenfield,
was “responsible for manslaughter by
gross negligence” due to a breach of
his duty of care.
Jurors concluded police errors added to
a dangerous situation at the FA Cup
semi-final between Liverpool and Not-
tingham Forest at which the fans died.
The lawsuit was filed last year, but a
High Court order prevented publication
of any information about it until the in-
quests had ended in order to avoid preju-
dicing the proceedings.
The claims were also stayed until the
verdicts were delivered. The firm will
now move the claims forward.
Sheila Coleman from the Hillsborough
Justice Campaign said, “It is an indict-
ment on our society that the only way
to bring people in power to account is
to hit them where it hurts.
“We are all a bit confused and elated.
There is a whole range of emotions.
There is a lot of elation and anger.”
“It’s about accountability,” said solici-
tor Nia Williams. “There still hasn’t

been an investigation or a finding as to
why it took 27 years for this to come
out. This is about the coverup.”
Pressure is also building to bring crimi-
nal charges for the blunders by police
and the coverup that prevented the
families of the victims from learning the
truth for so long. Prosecutors may take
a year to consider the matter.
South Yorkshire Police was in charge
of planning and operational duties on
the day of the disaster. West Midlands
Police was brought in to carry out the
original investigation into the conduct
of officers.

A statement on behalf of Saunders Law
legal team said there was evidence of
“the systematic cover-up intended to
transfer the blame for what happened
from South Yorkshire Police to the in-
nocent, by spreading lies, doctoring evi-
dence, pressurising witnesses and sup-
pressing the truth.”
South Yorkshire Police’s current chief
constable David Crompton has been
suspended  because of the approach the
force took to the inquest.
In 2012, Crompton admitted “grave er-
rors” were made during the
Hillsborough disaster and has apolo-
gised “profoundly.”

POLICE error and a major lapse in medical assistance for
those injured in the incident, followed by years of intransi-
gence and a cover-up by Yorkshire Police, compounded the
suffering by the families of those who died at Hillsborough.
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By
ELFAN
JONES

POSTCARD
FROM LONDONG

‘A bit of truth should not spoil
a good excuse for a party’

R E E T I N G S
from sunny
Bournemouth,
where April

showers and rainbows tell
us that it is spring time.
Sudden heavy downpours of sleet fol-
lowed by flurries of snow and blasts of
icy wind from the arctic tell us it might
not be.
At 8:30 last Sunday morning 12 of us
teed off for our usual roll up round of
golf.
It was a lovely sunny morning and one
friend mocked us as we had sweaters
and jackets; he was wearing shorts and
a light sweater.
Three hours later he resembled Napo-
leon on his march back from Moscow.

•
As predicted, the referendum on
whether we remain as part of the Eu-
ropean Union or go it alone dominates
all political issues.
So far the campaign is reminiscent of
the Scottish referendum with the “Stay
In” side issuing dire warnings of what
will happen if we leave.
They remind me of Private Fraser, the
wild eyed Scottish undertaker charac-
ter in the film Dad’s Army, whose best
line was “We’re all doomed.”
The “Exit” side of course refute all the
claims but since the warnings of deaths
by a thousand cuts kept Scotland in the
United Kingdom, they probably feel it
will work this time too.

•
It has come to light that our prime min-
ister’s father stashed money away in
offshore tax havens, presumably be-
cause he was not too keen to render
unto Caesar the things that are Cae-
sar’s.
Now, David Cameron has admitted
pocketing £31,000 just before he be-
came prime minister and this caused a
bit of a stir.
There are cries for all members of par-
liament to make their tax returns public
knowledge as they do in Finland, but I
cannot see that happening any time
soon.
The National Health Service is under
severe strain and just could not cope
with the influx of hundreds of members
of parliament having heart and panic
attacks.

•
In most of the seaside resorts around
the country the local council would have
erected benches facing the sea for lo-
cals and visitors to sit on and enjoy the
view.
Recently in Porthcawl, a small resort
in South Wales, the council workers
managed to erect some new benches
the wrong way round and they face the
busy road.
A quick thinking tourist office has
turned this error to their advantage and
had national media coverage by declar-
ing these benches the first “selfie”
benches in the country.
If you were not aware then a “selfie”
is a picture of yourself.
Porthcawl tourism director Hugh
Murray said, “The benches have put
Porthcawl on the map. We have a fan-
tastic coastline and when people take a
selfie they have this amazing back-
ground behind them.”

A spokesman for the council announced
that they will be changing the direction
of one of the benches so visitors can
have a choice.
You can tell it was a slow news week
can’t you.

•
In my quest to find unusual events hap-
pening in the UK, I have discovered that
in Combe Martin in North Devon there
is a four day event called “Hunting the
Earl of Rone.”
I read that Combe Martin is a seaside
village with a population of around 3,000
and has at least nine pubs, so obviously
a great place to live.
The history of the event dates back to
1607. It was held annually until it was
banned in 1837 for licentiousness and
drunken behaviour and not revived un-
til 1974.
Local legend suggests that the Earl of
Rone was Hugh O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone
who fled Ireland in 1607, and was ship-
wrecked in a local bay known as
Raparee Bay.
He hid in the woods with only biscuits
to eat and was hunted down eventually
being captured by a party of Grenadiers
from Barnstaple.
There is no historical evidence to sup-

port this tale except that the Earl of
Tyrone did flee Ireland in 1607 for Spain
and his ship was blown off course even-
tually landing in the Netherlands.
A bit of truth should not spoil a good
excuse for a party, and the custom is
that around 400 local people dress up
in various costumes, including Grena-
diers, and accompanied by dancers,
drummers and musicians, go hunting the
Earl.
The Earl is dressed in sacking with a
mask and a string of biscuits around his
neck. Accompanying the hunters are the
Fool and the Hobby Horse.
From time to time the Grenadiers shoot
at the Earl and he falls down but the
Hobby Horse revives him until the party
reach the beach and the Earl is again
shot and this time does not get up, but
is cast into the sea.
I suspect everyone then retires to the
pub to carry on the tradition of drunken
and licentious behaviour.
I am not sure if this event is worth cross-
ing the pond for, but if you are in the
area it could be a good laugh.

All for now
Elfan

EXMOOR villagers take part in
a centuries-old pagan festival
known as “Hunting the Earl of
Rone.” The festival takes place
in Combe Martin during Eng-
land’s May spring Bank Holi-
day weekend.

David Cameron’s father
named in Panama Papers

LONDON – David Cameron’s father,
senior Tory peers and former Conserva-
tive MPs are among the hundreds of
individuals named in the so-called
Panama Papers leak of confidential
documents showing how the world’s
richest people shield their wealth off-
shore.
Though he is not named in the reports
himself, the British prime minister is
linked to Panama Papers by his late
father Ian Cameron, who died in 2010.
According to the International Consor-
tium of Investigative Journalists, which
coordinated the research into the 11
million secret files handed over by an
anonymous source, Ian Cameron used
Mossack Fonseca’s services to shield
his investment fund, Blairmore Holdings
Inc.
A 2006 prospectus for Blairmore Hold-
ings Inc. described Cameron, a stock-
broker and multi-millionaire, as “instru-
mental in [its] formation.”
It said the fund “should be managed and
conducted so that it does not become
resident in the United Kingdom for UK
taxation purposes.”
The ICIJ said there was no suggestion
that the individuals named in the Panama
Papers had done anything illegal.
Asked whether the prime minister’s
family was still holding money in off-
shore arrangements on April 4, David

Cameron’s spokesperson replied, “That
is a private matter, I am focused on
what the Government is doing.”
She noted that the elder Cameron’s in-
vestment funds were previously re-
vealed in British media reports in 2012.
Critics reacted angrily to the response
on Twitter, arguing that the prime min-
ister’s position demands transparency
on the issue.
“It is NOT a private matter for the flip-
ping Prime Minister,” one person wrote.
“So can we say ‘it’s a private matter’
if HMRC came knocking on our door,
wanting to do an audit?” a man won-
dered.
Three senior Tory figures were also
named in the papers, including the
former party donor and MP Lord
Ashcroft.
David Cameron is due to host a major
summit to discuss the issue of offshore
tax havens in May. More than half of
the 300,000 firms listed as Mossack
Fonseca clients were registered in Brit-
ish-administered tax havens.
Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell
said, “The Panama Papers revelations
are extremely serious. Cameron prom-
ised and has failed to end tax secrecy
and crack down on ‘morally unaccept-
able’ offshore schemes, real action is
now needed.”
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Murdo MacIver: A great loss
to Vancouver’s Scottish community

By MARJORY HARPER
VANCOUVER – The passing of
Murdo MacIver on April 27 leaves
an enormous hole in Vancouver’s
Scottish community.
Murdo was a mainstay of the Gaelic
Society of Vancouver and an enthusi-
astic supporter of Simon Fraser Uni-
versity’s Centre for Scottish Studies.
His oratorical skills, and the fascinating
story of his life, made him a star con-
tributor to the Centre’s Oral history
project, “Scottish Voices from the West:
The Story of the Scots in Modern Brit-
ish Columbia,” for which he was one
of the earliest interviewees.
Murdo was born in 1932 in Arnol, a
crofting township on the west side of
Lewis. Like many islanders, he joined
the Merchant Navy, and spent four
years sailing the seven seas.
In 1953, he found himself in Vancouver
literally by accident, when an old back
injury flared up and he was hospital-
ised for surgery.
By the time he recovered his ship was
long gone, but he had fallen in love with
Vancouver and took steps to settle
there.
He was able to find work with the help
of a Highland network which included
an Inverness-born emigration officer
and the Oban-born personnel manager
of Straits Towing and he worked for
two years hauling barges on the west
coast from Tacoma to Alaska.
Murdo then embarked on a 35-year ca-
reer with the Vancouver Fire Depart-
ment, including many years as a pilot
on the fireboats, latterly he rose to the
post of Battalion Chief.
His social life, meanwhile, revolved
around the Gaelic Society of Vancou-
ver, where he met his wife Mary, an
emigrant from Acharacle, a village in
the Lochaber district of the Highlands.
While they were both proud of their
adopted land, Murdo and Mary – both
native Gaelic speakers – were equally
committed to maintaining their Highland
culture and heritage.
Over the years they made several vis-
its back to Scotland, and Murdo, who
was widowed in 1994, continued to re-
turn to Scotland to visit his extended
family, including many Hendersons and
many friends; he spent most of his holi-
day time in Arnol with his sister until
her passing in 2011.
It was in order to explore his life his-
tory further that I was first put in touch
with Murdo, with the help of Ray Ea-
gle, another stalwart of the SFU Cen-
tre.
In December 2007 we spoke at length
on the telephone, a fascinating conver-
sation in which Murdo captivated me
with his vivid recollections of growing
up on the isle of Lewis, his early career
in the Merchant Navy, his emigration
to Vancouver, and his involvement with
the city’s Gaelic Society, including three
stints as chief.
The greatest pleasure of engaging in
oral history is the opportunity it affords
to meet individuals with enthralling sto-
ries and engaging personalities. Murdo
was a wonderful example of both those
attributes.
On two occasions, in 2012 and 2013, I
was privileged to spend time in his com-
pany, when he welcomed me warmly
to his home, and – in a Hebridean ac-
cent that had not been eclipsed by more
than half a century in British Columbia

– delighted me with more stories from
his encyclopaedic memory.
We have also enjoyed a number of
long-distance phone conversations, and
I was looking forward to seeing him on
my next visit to Vancouver.
A natural seanchaidh (story-teller), as
well as a bard and precentor, Murdo
had the ability to draw his audience into
the experience he was describing.
That might be the Arnol celidh-house
of his childhood, or his first trip to the
interior in 1954, when he encountered
14 fellow emigrants from his home vil-
lage living between Procter and Trail.
His knowledge of genealogy was phe-
nomenal, and he was equally at home
recounting vicarious emigration narra-
tives, not least the story of his father’s
cousins, who bought a hotel in Nelson
around 1900, and his uncle Donald, who,
after joining them in 1909, left B.C. for
the USA three years later, worked in
Idaho, Montana and the Nevada silver
mines, and then became “one of the
first people that drilled for oil in Amarillo,
Texas, in 1917.”
Murdo told me how, as a young child,
he had acquired a global geographical
knowledge by listening to homecoming
emigrants who visited his parents’ home
in Arnol. “It was a great place to grow
up,” he recalled.
“Everybody knew one another and our
house was the centre of the village and

MURDO MacIver and his wife Mary were both native Gaelic
speakers and equally committed to maintaining their Highland
culture and heritage in Vancouver.

there was ceilidhs there every night
from Monday to Saturday. And I heard
all the stories from Canada, Australia,
South America, Falklands, South Af-
rica.…
“And I heard about the Kootenay Lakes
and the coast of British Columbia when
I was five, six, seven, eight, nine, 10
years old so I felt quite at home here
from the first day I landed here, and I
have not regretted even for two min-
utes that I came here.”
Murdo was a “people person” who en-
joyed life and appreciated its blessings.
His recollections have provided me with
rich seams of fascinating personal tes-
timony which I have used in several
publications and presentations.
But I am grateful to him not only for
the interviews that he so kindly granted
me. I was privileged to enjoy the hospi-
tality of a true gentleman, and my re-
cent visits to Vancouver were greatly
enriched by my visits to Murdo’s home.
His legacy goes far beyond an archive
of superb oral testimony.
More importantly, he exuded kindness,
generosity and an unfeigned interest in
others that will leave a lasting impact
on those with whom he came into con-
tact.
[Marjory Harper is a Professor of
History with the University of Aber-
deen, and Honorary Professor, with
the University of the Highlands and
Islands.]

CELEBRATING the 100th Anniversary of The Gaelic Society
of Vancouver at the Scottish Cultural Centre in May 2008 were
past chiefs: (L-R) [FRONT] Morag Black and Maureen Lyon
[BACK]  Iain MacIver, Duncan MacKenzie, Murdo MacIver
(Arnol), Murdo MacIver (Tolsta). Past chiefs not pictured are
Martin MacKinnon and Heather Reid.

A Short History
of the Gaelic Society

of Vancouver

V
ANCOUVER –
The Gaelic So-
ciety of Van-
couver was
formed in 1908

of the Gaelic Society from 1920 to 1922
and again from 1926 to 1928.
The Society chief at that time, the late
Norman Finlayson, was active in initi-
ating the purchase of the old Athlone
School on the site, which was trans-
formed into the Scottish Auditorium.
Again in 1983, several members of the
Gaelic Society, including past chiefs
Murdo and Mary MacIver, Duncan
MacKenzie, and Dr. John Angus Smith,
together with Duncan Fraser of the
B.C. Pipers Association, and several
members of other Scottish organiza-
tions, were active participants in the
acquisition  of the land, and in organiz-
ing the building of the current Scottish
Cultural Centre on Hudson Street, in
Vancouver.
Throughout the years, the Gaelic Soci-
ety has held cèilidhs at the Cultural
Centre, where Gaelic songs and a vari-
ety of entertainment could be heard and
enjoyed by all.
The Society has also offered Gaelic lan-
guage lessons at beginner and interme-
diate levels for many years under the
guidance of Maureen Lyon, Sharron
Gunn, Peigi MacKinnon, and John
MacLeod.
A few years ago, the Vancouver Gaelic
Society members marked an important
milestone when they meet on May 3,
2008 at the Scottish Cultural Centre to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
Gaelic Society of Vancouver.
It is encouraging to see that over 100
years after the formation of the Soci-
ety these Gaelic Society events are still
attended by enthusiastic members and
Gaelic language learners, keen to main-
tain and further their links with the
Gaelic culture and language.
The motto of the Gaelic Society is Lean
gu dlùth ri cliù do shinnsir, which
means “Follow closely the traditions of
your ancestors.”
The Society has always done its utmost
to support this motto, and to preserve
the precious heritage and culture of the
Gael.
For more information about the Van-
couver Gaelic Society and upcoming
events, e-mail: vancouvergaelic
@gmail.com, or visit online at:
www.vancouvergaelic.com.

by a group of dedicated
Gaelic enthusiasts who
wanted to establish a society
where they could meet and
enjoy each other’s company
and fellowship.
The first meeting of the Society was
held on February 8, 1908, at the
Sullivan Hall on Cordova Street in Van-
couver.
The aim of the Society established at
that time was to promote the Gaelic lan-
guage and to preserve all matters of
interest to the Celtic race.
In the early days, society meetings were
held bi-monthly, and they were of great
value in providing a community where
people of a common heritage could meet
and find solace in the sharing of joys
and sorrows.
The Society also helped the sick and
disabled, and gave financial aid to the
indigent.
In the 1920s, the Society began to par-
ticipate in Mòds, or Gaelic musical fes-
tivals in Vancouver, modelled after the
Royal National Mòds held annually in
Scotland since 1891.
This led to the formation of Mòd Van-
couver many years later, and that or-
ganization continued the tradition by
holding Mòds in Vancouver every two
years from 1990; the last one being held
in May 2007.
Over the years, these festivals have
attracted many participants from Scot-
land, the United States, and from all
across Canada.
In 1953, the Gaelic Society was very
active in the acquisition of the Scottish
Auditorium at 12th Avenue and Fir
Street, in Vancouver, which provided a
venue for all Scottish societies and or-
ganizations to meet and hold functions.
Some of the money to purchase the
auditorium was bequeathed in the will
of Mrs. Robert Fiddes, who was Chief

Scottish Eurovision fans
banned from flying Saltire

EDINBURGH – Scottish Eurovision
fans have been banned from waving the
Saltire at the globally-famous contest.

Scores of proud music fans are prepar-
ing to travel from Scotland to this year’s
competition in Stockholm, Sweden, on
May 14.
But new rules released by Eurovision
bosses state that “local, regional or pro-
vincial flags” and those from non-UN
countries will not be allowed into the
Globe Arena on the big night.
Eurovision chiefs said they wanted to
“request and urge the fan community
to respect and appreciate the non-po-
litical nature of the Eurovision Song
Contest”.
A spokesman confirmed its stance on
the Saltire, saying, “Scotland is not a
member of the UN so therefore the flag
does not comply with the policy.”
The decision is likely to cause uproar

among fans from excluded countries
and regions, particularly Wales who
have Welsh entrant Joe Woolford in the
running as part of the UK’s duo offer-
ing, Joe and Jake.
Flags named specifically on the banned
list include those of Palestine, Kosovo
and Crimea, along with the Islamic
State logo.
The Rainbow flag – a symbol of les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) pride – has been given the OK
by contest bosses. But fans have been
warned not to use it as a “political tool”
during Russia’s entry.
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For more
information

on Irish Week 2014
in Seattle, visit

www.irishweek.org

Scottish election campaign:
Like watching paint dry

By
HARRY

McGRATH

EDINBURGH – As I write,
the Scottish Parliament elec-
tion is four days away and by
the time anyone reads this the
truth will have out.
However, it’s worth recording the at-
mosphere in Scotland going into the
election, the current state of Scottish
politics and, by the end of the week,
measure the actual result against the
anticipated one.
It seems to be the general opinion here
that this is not one of Scotland’s more
inspiring election campaigns.
One critic described it as “like watch-
ing paint dry.”
But context is everything and this view
might have something to do with the
polls that came before this election and
the one that will follow shortly after.
Scottish elections of the relatively re-
cent past have not lacked for excite-
ment.
In 2007 the Scottish National Party
became the biggest party by one seat
and ran a minority government for four
years.
In 2011 it achieved a majority in a vot-
ing system which was supposed to
make that impossible.
The Scottish referendum of 2014 was
followed by the SNP taking 56 of the
59 Scottish seats in the UK general
election.
All of these things were unprecedented
in Scottish political history.
Add to that the fact that Britain is gear-
ing up for the European Union refer-
endum in June and perhaps it’s not sur-
prising that this Scottish election has
been in the shade.
It also doesn’t help that this Thursday’s
result is regarded by many as a fore-
gone conclusion.
The SNP is expected to win most, or
even all, of the constituency seats
which will ensure another majority gov-
ernment regardless of what happens in
the election’s proportional top-up sys-
tem.
The Scottish Parliament uses the
D’Hondt method (named for its Bel-
gian inventor) for allocating additional
seats in party-list proportional represen-
tation.
Some find the system difficult to get
their head around, but suffice to say that
when I head to the polling station later
in the week I will cast two votes: one
for my Edinburgh constituency and an-
other for the Lothians Region.
The first contributes to the election of
73 members of the Scottish Parliament
in a traditional first-past-the-post con-
test and the second is in one of eight
regions that elect 56 additional MPs.
With advance polls saying the SNP are
a shoo-in on the constituency vote
alone, the regional vote has suddenly
become the subject of intense scrutiny.
The ruling party is naturally cautious
about prognostications and wants eve-
ryone to use both votes in its favour in
case anything goes awry in the con-
stituencies.
Others want voters to use their regional
vote for the Green Party or a new left
wing alliance party called RISE (Re-
spect, Independence, Socialism and En-
vironmentalism) to push the SNP to-
wards a  more radical agenda and cre-

ate a “super-majority” in favour of a
second referendum on Scottish inde-
pendence.
There also appears to be a competition
developing for second place with the
Labour Party and the Conservatives
vying to be the official opposition.
This contest would have been unthink-
able in recent Scottish elections but the
Labour Party, once the dominant politi-
cal force in Scotland, has fallen on hard
times.
Ditto the Liberal Democrats who are
taking it on the chin for having formed
a coalition with the Tories in the penul-
timate UK Government.
The Eurosceptic, right-wing populist
party, UKIP is also fielding candidates.
It doesn’t have much traction in Scot-
land but the vagaries of the regional list
system means that it’s not impossible it
will get an MSP elected.
Beyond the nitty-gritty of the campaign-
ing and political promises, the wider
Scottish political scene is very interest-
ing indeed.
Sixteen-year-olds, enfranchised for the
independence referendum, can vote in
the national election and much of the
hard work that was done to engage
young people in politics appears to be
paying off.
The parties that are expected to take
the podium positions are all led by
women.

And a month ago Kezia Dugdale, the
young leader of the Labour Party in
Scotland, “came out” in an interview in
the Fabian Review, which means that
four of six party leaders are lesbian, gay
or bisexual.
Beyond all the talk of contending poli-
cies on tax, education, health and jus-
tice is the constitutional question which
refuses to go away.
SNP membership has just passed
116,000 and most of them want to see
another referendum on independence,
though there is considerable disagree-
ment about timing.
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has been
careful not to commit to another refer-
endum at any particular time.
She prefers instead to talk about issues
that could trigger one, including the
forthcoming European referendum and
the possibility of Scotland being dragged
out of the EU against its will.
Polls suggest that Scotland is more in-
clined to vote “remain” than other parts
of Britain.
Some may think it boring, but the
upcoming election promises to be just
as significant for Scotland as any in re-
cent years.
As far as I know, nobody has cited
Justin Trudeau’s, Wilfred Laurier in-
spired, “sunny ways” yet (perhaps be-
cause it is May 2 and hail is battering
off the window).
But the fear mongering which is already
in full flow on both sides of the Euro-
pean referendum has not defined the
Scottish election campaign.
Last week all the party leaders sub-
jected themselves to an interview with
Scottish comedian Garry Tank Com-
mander. Much of it was funny, all of it
good natured. There’s nothing like a lit-
tle bit of sunshine to help the paint dry.

Delta Police Pipe Band
and Paul McCartney

By COLIN ABEL
VANCOUVER – In 2012 the Delta
Police Pipe Band played on stage with
Paul McCartney before 50,000 people
at B.C. Place.
The pipes and drums accompanied Sir
Paul when he sang Mull of Kintyre and
a video of this performance has re-
ceived almost 700,000 hits on Youtube.
This year, Paul returned to Vancouver
for two shows on April 19 and 20 at
Rogers Arena.
Despite numerous applications from
other Lower Mainland pipe bands to

take part in these shows, the Delta Po-
lice Pipe Band was again his band of
choice to play Mull of Kintyre in front
of 17,000 fans each night.
The band held numerous extra practices
in preparation and the performance was
well received by the sold-out crowds.
A total of 16 pipers and 12 drummers
played each night.
The Delta Police Pipe Band is led by
Pipe Major Cliff Fournier and Drum
Major Bill O’Donnell and information
on the band can be found at their
website: deltapolicepipeband.com and
on their Facebook page.

THE DELTA POLICE PIPE BAND on stage with Sir Paul
McCartney last month at Rogers Arena in Vancouver.
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Caber tossing, Highland flings and flying brooms:
B.C. Highland Games ready to take off this year

C
OQUITLAM, B.C. – The airspace over
Coquitlam’s Percy Perry Stadium may be
cluttered on Saturday, June 18 as cabers
are tossed, Highland dancers leap and the

Harry Potter game of Quidditch takes off at the 85th

B.C. Highland Games & Scottish Festival.

HIGHLAND DANCERS at the B.C. Highland Games at
Coquitlam’s Percy Perry Stadium.

MIKE CHISHOLM [top left], Chair of the B.C. Highland Games
and Scottish Festival and former CBC meteorologist Claire
Martin [top right] who will be the master of ceremonies at the
2016  B.C. Highland Games & Scottish Festival.

THE RCMP E. Division Pipe Band will be among the top pipe
bands at this year’s 85th annual B.C. Highland Games & Scot-
tish Festival in Coquitlam on Saturday, June 18.

OK, the brooms may not lift off,
but there will still be plenty of
action on the ground as four lo-
cal Quidditch teams take the
field in a B.C. Highland Games
first – a demonstration match of
the Harry Potter game that has
exploded in popularity among
university students around North
America.

“It’s definitely a first at the Games,”
says Mike Chisholm, chair of the B.C.
Highland Games & Scottish Festival.
“Quidditch has all the elements that
make it a perfect match for a Highland
games; young people having fun play-
ing a British-inspired game in a festival
atmosphere. The local teams are ex-
cited to be able to demonstrate this new
game, and I look forward to welcoming
them to our Games.”
Quidditch will be one of a number of

new activities that will mark the 85th

anniversary of the B.C. Highland
Games.
Following the Quidditch demonstration
match, children will be invited on to the
field to grab a broom and learn how to
play. It’s something that has been hap-
pening at Highland games around the
world, and has now come to Coquitlam.
Along with Quidditch, other new events
include moving the professional (open)
pìobaireachd (classical music of the
bagpipes) competition back to the field
on Friday night from Simon Fraser Uni-
versity where it has been held in recent
years.
This year a new “Highland Pavilion”
tent will become the centre of Scottish
culture at the Games.
On Friday, the pìobaireachd competi-
tion will take place in the Pavilion start-
ing at 5 PM, and will be open to the
public who want to experience some of
the Pacific Northwest’s best pipers.
A VIP Highland reception for dignitar-
ies will also take place in the Highland
Pavilion on the eve of the Games, al-
lowing organizers, corporate sponsors,
city and provincial politicians and other
dignitaries to mingle at a Highland re-
ception while enjoying the competition
next door.
On Saturday, the main events begin at
8 AM with solo piping and drumming
competitions and performances by pipe
bands in front of the main grandstands
starting at 10 AM.
A massed pipe band display will take
place at 1 PM followed by the new
Quidditch demonstration match.
“The Games are growing and evolving,”
says Chisholm. “We are already one of
the biggest festivals in Coquitlam and
we are now planning for a full two-day
festival that celebrates not only the Scot-
tish and Celtic heritage in B.C., but also
the many other cultures that make up
our community.”
For those yearning for a taste of the
“old country,” the British Food Shop is
back this year. There will be bacon bud-
dies, Irn Bru, haggis and other delica-
cies available all day.
Vendors selling Scottish merchandise
and products will also be on hand, in-
cluding the always popular Tartantown.
There is Celtic entertainment all after-
noon on the main stage, along with Brit-
ish cars, Scottish country dancing and
cultural programs on Scots in B.C.,
Simon Fraser, kilt making and more in
the cultural tent. You can even learn a
Gaelic song.
For visitors to the Games, expect to see
plenty of Highland dancing from early
morning until mid-afternoon, including
the City of Vancouver Championships,
which attract some of the best High-
land dancers in the region and country.
A record number of Scottish heavy
event athletes are already registered,
and the popular caber and sheaf toss-
ing events will run all day on the east
side of the stadium.
Visitors can watch from the bleachers,
or enjoy a cold drink in the heavy event
beer garden.
For whisky lovers, there is no better
place than the new Highland Pavilion.
This year the whisky school has dou-
bled in size.
Expert whisky connoisseurs from the

Vancouver Companions of the Quaich
and Fountana Beverage Group will lead
four unique whisky sessions for the
amateur to the experienced starting at
1:30 PM.
Tickets are available online in advance
for an event that has always sold out
(see www.bchighlandgames.com for
ticket information).
The Highland Pavilion will also be home
to a new central display of Scottish cul-
ture in B.C. over the past 100+ years.
Various members of the United Scot-
tish Cultural Society will be on hand to
talk about their organizations and to dis-
play some of the achievements of the
past.
The Moray Nairn and Banff Associa-
tion, the St. Andrew’s Saltire Society
and the Gaelic Society of Vancouver
will combine their efforts to decorate
the Highland Pavilion and to provide a
visual guide to the deep Scottish his-
tory in B.C.
Outside the Pavilion, guests can try to
blow the bagpipes, take a leap in High-
land dancing shoes or feel the beat with
a drummers’ stick.
Looking to get your children involved?
The Highland Pavilion is the place for
information and advice.
For children, there will be rides, a
bouncy castle and new this year, that
great Scottish sport of golf.
The wildly popular “Haggis Hunt” is

also back, along with sheep dog dem-
onstrations and Kidditch.
For adults, two beer gardens will run
all day long, while an end-of-day Cei-
lidh (party) will take place in the main
beer garden following the grand finale
(new this year) and massed pipe bands
at 5:30 PM.
“The Games is a moveable feast of
sights, sounds and activities all day
long,” says Chisholm. “That’s what
makes a Highland games so interesting
for everyone; lots to see and do.
“Along with all the new events, we even
have a new master of ceremonies to
assist Mike MacDonald.
“Former CBC meteorologist Claire
Martin will be on-hand to help keep
folks informed of events and entertained
throughout the day.”
This year the Games are run by an ex-
panded group of core volunteers. How-
ever, volunteers are still needed on the
day of the Games.
Free entry, free tee-shirt and even a pint
and pie at the end of the day are avail-
able to volunteers. Please contact Vol-
unteer Chair Leslie Neill (e-mail:
Lneill44@telus.net).
Grab your tartans and join close to
10,000 people who already know how
much fun these games can be. Tickets
to the Games are available in-advance
at www.BCHighlandGames.com or at
the gate starting at 8 AM.

SUSAN BOYLE was due to fly to Scotland on April 26 when
police were called to reports of a woman in distress in an air-
port lounge at Heathrow.

Susan Boyle’s outburst
‘down to Asperger’s diagnosis’
LONDON – Susan Boyle, who became
an international sensation after stunning
the world with her powerful voice on
Britain’s Got Talent in 2009, was
briefly hospitalized on April 26 after an
incident at Heathrow Airport.
London police declined to name Boyle
but released a statement saying they
were called “to a lounge in Terminal 5,
Heathrow to reports of a distressed
woman.”
“Officers attended and spoke with the
woman,” the statement continued.
“Concerned for her health and well-
being, officers used their powers under
the Mental Health Act and the woman
was taken to a west London hospital
by ambulance.”
Following the incident, a spokeswoman
for the singer said her behaviour was
characteristic of Asperger Syndrome,
the condition she was diagnosed with
in 2013.
She said, “The incident at Heathrow
occurred because of Susan’s well-docu-
mented Asperger Syndrome. It is a life-

long condition and one of the many char-
acteristics is outbursts.
“She continues to enjoy her music ca-
reer. That is very important to her and
brings happiness to her life whilst try-
ing to balance the many challenges that
Asperger’s brings.”
The entertainer, from Blackburn, West
Lothian, has previously spoken of her
relief at receiving a medical explana-
tion for the “‘emotional outbursts” and
“acute anxiety” that have afflicted her
throughout her life.
Asperger’s is a form of autism which
typically means people with the condi-
tion struggle with their emotions and
have difficulty in social situations, of-
ten unable to pick up on non-verbal cues.
Boyle said in a 2014 interview, “It’s a
very difficult subject to talk about be-
cause you always feel that eyes are on
you, and people view you as different.
“I like to see myself as someone with a
problem, but one I can solve. It is defi-
nitely getting better.”
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CELTIC ARTS
FOUNDATION

Vision of a Celtic community centre
now a reality with a long list of events

MOUNT VERNON, WA – In June of
2015, the vision of an event center be-
came a reality with the opening of the
Littlefield Celtic Center in Mount
Vernon, WA.
The new facility was constructed to
house the operations of the Washing-
ton State based non-profit Celtic Arts
Foundation, as well as to provide a
venue for performances and workshops
for all forms of Celtic music and dance.
The stunning new building is almost
6,000 square feet in size, and boasts
many features and amenities including
original commissioned Celtic stained
glass, and state of the art audio and
video technologies throughout the fa-
cility.
The main room of the structure, the
“Great Hall,” was specifically designed
for music performances so great care
was taken to address acoustic engineer-
ing matters to create the optimal listen-
ing environment.
The facility also has a complete com-
mercial kitchen that which will be used
to prepare meals for annual Robert
Burns Suppers, St. Patrick’s Day
events, traditional Scottish breakfasts,
whisky tastings and more!
The Celtic Arts Foundation is perhaps
best known for producing the Skagit
Valley Highland Games each July in
Mount Vernon.

This family-friendly weekend offers a
“Scottish three-ring circus” of activi-
ties, including athletic events, Highland
dancing, children’s activities, live mu-
sic, beer and whisky tents, and so much
more.
The Skagit Valley Highland Games is
part of an annual circuit of Scottish
competitions held in the Pacific North-
west and Lower Mainland of British
Columbia.
As such, the quality of performers in
solo bagpiping and drumming competi-
tions, bagpipe bands, fiddling, traditional
Scottish athletics (the “heavy” events)
and Scottish Highland dancing is at an
extremely high level.
Newcomers to the Games and life-long

visitors alike will be able to appreciate
the passion and fun!Volunteers work
hard to engage our guests and offer
activities such as weaving demonstra-
tions, introductory Celtic music work-
shops, culture and clan tents, and –
course – great food and drink as well
as well-stocked vendor rows to enjoy
throughout the day.
The Foundation also produces the an-
nual Masters of Scottish Arts concert
at Seattle’s Benaroya Hall each Febru-
ary, featuring many of the world’s top
pipers and drummers from Scotland and
North America.
Also featured are Scottish and Cape
Breton fiddlers showcasing some of the
best talent performing these art forms
anywhere in the world.
About two dozen performers then be-
come instructors at the Celtic Arts Win-
ter School program, held on the Kitsap
Peninsula of Washington State.
The annual workshop is attended by
over 150 aspiring musicians from
throughout North America and beyond.
The Celtic Arts Foundation is a regis-
tered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
whose mission is to “sponsor, encour-
age, and promote Celtic culture through
community festivals, events, and edu-
cation programs.”
For more information, visit:
www.CelticArts.org.

THE Littlefield Celtic Centre in
Mount Vernon, Washington.
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After a 70-day deadlock
Ireland finally has a government

DUBLIN – It took longer
than expected but on the
evening of May 6, Enda
Kenny led his new team,
women first, into the Dáil
chamber.
The Fine Gael leader scraped into power
at the fourth time of asking, 70 days on
from one of the most divisive elections
in the Republic’s history.
The taoiseach has opposition support,
albeit fragile and for only three years,
on a select number of issues such as
suspending and reviewing water bills
and easing unprecedented housing and
homelessness.
The February 26 general election split
the vote like never before and left the
country locked in a political stalemate
for 10 weeks.
Kenny was re-elected taoiseach by 59
votes to 49, largely with thanks to the
abstention of Fianna Fail.
Fine Gael and Fianna Fail, the tradition-
ally dominant parties who swapped
power for generations and whose bit-
ter enmity stems back to the Irish civil
war, balked at pressure to form a “grand
coalition.”
Kenny said the hung parliament thrown
up by the election meant no party has a
mandate to “instruct, force, direct or
coerce” anyone else.
Frances Fitzgerald was named the new
Tánaiste and the new Government
Chief Whip is Regina Doherty.
Michael Noonan will remain as Minis-
ter for Finance; former Minister for
Health Leo Varadkar will move to the
Department of Social Protection, and
Simon Harris will take over the health
portfolio.
The taoiseach will take on the Depart-
ment of Defence himself but Paul
Kehoe will effectively be the minister
in a super junior role. Máire Whelan will
remain as Attorney General.
Kenny identified the record levels of
homelessness and housing waiting lists,
health and pressure on working fami-
lies as some of the key issues facing
the country.
“We must ask how alive are we willing
to be to the experience of all our citi-
zens, and to the opinions of those with
whom we differ or even strongly disa-
gree,” he said.
Kenny’s back-to-back success as
Taoiseach – a first for Fine Gael –  was
achieved after seven weeks of nego-
tiations.
He said one of his immediate concerns
was the threat of Brexit and announced
plans for several trips to Britain and
Northern Ireland to canvass Irish citi-
zens and business people to vote for the
UK to remain.
Outlining policies closer to home, Kenny
said the new government’s priority will
be for more affordable childcare, more
and better jobs, lower taxes on work-
ers, help for low paid workers and safer
streets.
Housing was described as an “urgent
challenge,” with a new minister tasked
with easing the crisis and a spring eco-
nomic statement to be published to set
out where money will be spent.
New investment in hospitals and pri-

mary care centres will follow, Kenny
said, and there will be specific focus on
disability and mental health issues.
“It is clear that our children and teen-
agers especially need support to navi-
gate a world that, while it can be mar-
vellous, can also be merciless,” he said.
In the first 100 days of the government,
a new housing action plan will be pub-
lished and a task force on youth mental
health will be set up to identify resources
for troubled young people and their fami-
lies.
Kenny also said a political commitment
was needed to drive suicide prevention
strategy.
“It is up to all of us every day to make
the difference,” he said. “I wish for Ire-
land to become more aware of how we
depend not alone on those in our com-
munity, but frequently on the kindness
of strangers. We must be that kind
stranger ourselves.”
Among the independents to support him
were Katherine Zappone, a gay and
women’s rights campaigner, and
Michael Lowry, a former cabinet col-
league.
Two factions of Independents – known
as the Independent Alliance and the
rural alliance – were then pulled in but
not without a few casualties.
Michael Fitzmaurice, a Roscommon

Galway TD and former Turf Cutters
and Contractors Association leader, was
the most high profile, having been a
vocal figure in negotiations over the last
few weeks.
Despite giving Kenny understated sup-
port, Fianna Fail leader Micheal Martin
attacked his minority government.
“The damage of regressive and divisive
policies in recent years has been sig-
nificant,” he said.
“The new government is not commit-
ted to the scale of comprehensive and
urgent action which we believe is
needed. In many areas the programme
for government represents a
repackaging of current policies and
bland aspiration rather than a radical
commitment to action.
“Policy on health remains as incoher-
ent as ever and specific actions on most
areas are limited. Pushing for movement
on these areas will form our priority in
every part of our work.”
Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams said
his party will be the real opposition over
the term of the government.
“The joint Fine Gael-Fianna Fail pro-
gramme is a masterclass in waffle and
bluster. No real ambition. No big ideas.
No costings. Little real detail,” he said.
“Never was so much negotiated for so
long, for so little.”

THE NEW Cabinet of the 32nd Dáil Éireann.

Stormont poised for
DUP/Sinn Fein repeat

BELFAST – The Democratic Union-
ists and Sinn Fein may be returning to
power at Stormont with exactly the
same number of seats they went into
the Assembly election with on Friday,
May 6.
With around three quarters of the 108
seats filled as the first day of counting
drew to a close in the early hours of
Saturday, the DUP was on course to
replicate the 38 wins of 2011 and Sinn
Fein was again poised to secure the 29
it achieved five years ago.
While one or two results might still pre-
vent that exact scenario playing out, it
will still be essentially “as you were”
for the region’s largest parties in the
next Assembly.
DUP supporters were delighted with the
performance, as even some party strat-
egists had predicted a decrease on what
was widely considered a high water
mark in 2011.
Sinn Fein had wanted to secure the 30
seats that would have handed it the elec-
toral strength to veto Assembly legisla-

tion using the much maligned “petition
of concern” voting mechanism.
The smaller parties who filled seats in
the coalition executive in the last term
– the SDLP, Ulster Unionists and Alli-
ance – failed to mount a significant chal-
lenge to the hegemony of the major
government partners.
The SDLP was facing the prospect of
losing a number of seats while the UUP
also had a disappointing election and
was left with only one Assembly repre-
sentative in the whole of Belfast.

DUP leader Arlene Foster has
hailed her party's "tremendous"
performance in the Northern
Ireland Assembly election af-
ter an unexpected repeat of its
best ever Stormont haul.
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Remembering the women
of the 1916 Easter Rising

By ITA KANE-WILSON
VANCOUVER – The Irish Wom-
en’s Network in collaboration with
Simon Fraser University were
thrilled to welcome Dr. Mary
McAuliffe from University Col-
lege Dublin to Vancouver last
month to give a talk about the many
women involved in the 1916
Easter Rising.
Dr. McAuliffe’s public lecture was en-
titled “Realists and Idealists: Women of
the Easter Rising” and was held at the
SFU Harbour Centre on April 7.
Dr. McAuliffe inspired and informed her
captive audience with colourful stories
and interesting facts about the ladies of
the Cumann na mBan and the days and
weeks running up to the events of 1916.
Apart from Constance Markievicz and
Maud Gonne, most of these women
were written out of the history books
until recently.
Dr. Mary McAuliffe’s research into
these women has led to the publication
of her book 77 Women of the Easter
Rising and heralds in a new era for
these forgotten heroes.
Following the talk, a reception was held
and live music followed and was per-
formed by Andy Hillhouse and Cameron
Wilson.
Special thanks to SFU professors Dara
Culhane and Willeen Keough, the SFU
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and the
Embassy of Ireland in Ottawa for their
support of this event.

DR. MARY McAULIFFE presented ‘Realists and Idealists;
Women of the Easter Rising, 1916’ at Simon Fraser University
Harbour Centre Campus. She is pictured above with organiz-
ers for the event (L-R) Ita Kane-Wilson with the Irish Women’s
Network of B.C., professors Willeen Keough and Dara Culhane
with the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at Simon Fraser
University, Mary McAuliffe, and Eilis Courtney, president of
the Irish Women’s Network of B.C.

THE PRESENTATION by Dr. Mary McAuliffe on the women of
the 1916 Rising was thoroughly appreciated by a capacity au-
dience at Simon Fraser University Harbour Centre campus.

‘Irish in Vancouver’
gets a new look

By EILIS COURTNEY
VANCOUVER – With the
growth in numbers of Irish new-
comers along with the large al-
ready established Irish commu-
nity, it was time to create a logo
to represent this ‘Irish in Van-
couver’ community.
The new design is clean and simple; the
shamrock of course is immediately rec-
ognizable as a symbol of Ireland. The
colours represent the orange and green
from the Irish Flag, and blue and green
for Vancouver’s mountains and oceans.
The pattern also forms three hearts that
face each other, representing people
facing each other, creating a commu-
nity.
Esther Kong – a fourth year graphic
designer studying at Emily Carr Uni-
versity – is the artist responsible for
creating this new logo.
The Irish Women’s Network of B.C.
connected with Esther during her intern-
ship last year and she created the lovely
poster for the IWN’s event on April 7
about the role of women in 1916.
She was then approached to design a
logo for the ‘Irish in Vancouver’ com-
munity and what you see on this page
is the great result. You can see more of
Esther’s work at http://
estherksl.tumblr.com.
Another important change is a refresh-
ing new look for the Irish in Vancouver
website. Credit for the design and work
goes to Leanne Ardley.

Visit the website and check it out at:
www.irishinvancouver.com.
Special thanks to Leanne and Lar
Quigley for all their support through
both processes.

Next VIBE date
announced

VANCOUVER – VIBE – Vancouver
Irish Business and Enterprise Group –
is a popular organization in Vancouver
for both young new Irish arrivals and
long-time residents.
Established in 2010, the group offers
regular monthly gatherings for Irish pro-
fessionals and business people to meet
in a relaxed atmosphere.
This month VIBE will be returning to
their new location at the Dubh Linn Gate
Vancouver on Main Street (by the
Skytrain station/Vancity).
Everyone is invited to join them for
happy hour at 6 PM on Friday, May 27.
For more details, visit their Facebook
page at: www.facebook.com/
vibevancouver.

Support for
Irish People in
Fort McMurray
EDMONTON – The Irish Em-
bassy will have a representative in
Edmonton starting Monday, May
9 to help any Irish people affected
by the wildfires in Fort
McMurray.
Siobhan Doran, Passport Officer with
the Irish Embassy will be at the Irish
Centre starting on Monday from 4 to 8
PM throughout the week.
If you have any questions or need as-
sistance, please call the Irish Centre at
(780) 453-2249 or Martin Doyle at
(587) 337-8737.
Anyone in need of immediate consular
support can contact Bridget Cahill the
Honorary Irish Consul in Edmonton,
Alberta at (780) 458-0810 or e-mail:
gtcahill@shaw.ca.
The Edmonton Irish Centre is located
at 12546-126 Street in Edmonton, Al-
berta.

THE DOOR is open in Edmon-
ton at the Irish Club for Fort
McMurray evacuees with of-
fers of accommodation, meals,
transportation and consular
assistance.
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Echoes of Easter 1916
THE VIEW FROM

IRELAND

By
MAURICE
FITZPATRICK

T
HE centenary of
the Easter Rising
and the Procla-
mation of Irish In-
dependence has

been so comprehensively
publicised in Ireland that an-
other article about it is like
tossing a snow ball into a bliz-
zard.
Seldom, if ever, have Irish citizens so
completely focused on a commemora-
tive event; nowhere more so than in the
main site of the Rising, Dublin.
For upwards on two years now book-
shop shelves in the city have been
stacked from wall-to-wall with publi-
cations on the Rising – the role of la-
bour, the role of women, the degree to
which its objectives have been fulfilled,
the locations where it took place – every
lens through which it is possible to view
the event and its effects have dominated
the media discussion.
Multiple films and documentaries have
been commissioned. And is it not right
and proper that the beginning of a move-
ment that established Ireland as an in-
dependent nation should be studied, ana-
lysed, amplified and understood?
Interpretation of the Easter Rebellion,
both the immediate response to it in 1916
and now a century later, largely breaks
down on the lines of imperialist and
anti-imperialist proclivities.
The view of John Redmond, whose
Home Rule party was swept away by
the Rising, was that any defiance of the
government’s rule was insupportable,
and if that meant endorsing conscrip-
tion to the British army during World
War I, so be it.
An uprising, by definition, is an over-
throw of a pre-existing order and those
who fervidly espouse that status quo are
apt to find fault with it. As with
Redmond in the 1900s, so with certain
commentators now.
Then there are the rest of us: Those in
favour of the Rising, or to whom it made
at least a lot more sense than joining
the wasteful First World War carnage
in continental Europe.
As the song, “The Foggy Dew,” has it,
“slavery fled” when a retinue of Irish
patriots arose and asserted that it was
“better to die ‘neath an Irish sky than
at Suvla or Sud-El-Bar.”
Songs about the Rising are subject to
the usual revisionist mantra: that they
glorify violence and wreckage.
One impulse to diminish and distort the
Rising stands out in particular: former
Taoiseach, John Bruton, claimed last
June that the Rising had “damaged the
Irish psyche.”
Arguably it is such analyses, and not
the Rising itself, that do the damage.
Happily, revisionists historians and crit-
ics have comprehensively lost in their
bid to reduce the success of Easter
1916.
Revisionism has been covertly dissemi-
nated as well.
Unfurled in front of the Bank of Ire-
land at College Green (formerly the site
of Grattan’s Parliament) in Dublin just
now is a billboard sized poster of four
Irish constitutional politicians: Grattan,
O’Connell, Parnell and Redmond.
Yet the Easter 1916 Rising was quite a
remove from constitutional political or-

der. Pearse’s belief in “blood sacrifice”
and even in “purification of blood” (!)
are irreducibly rebellious words and
concepts.
Understandably, a government whose
recent electioneering slogan was “keep
the stability going” would sooner hark
to constitutional nationalism than to
Pearsean radical separatism.
The billboard figures, three of them,
achieved a great deal.
O’Connell delivered the vote to the
masses; Parnell delivered the return of
land to the masses; Grattan headed up
short-lived Irish parliament.
But Redmond’s presence on the poster
is a travesty.
Dublin City Council (the authority that
erected the poster although the initia-
tive likely came from higher up) ex-
plained its decision thus: “It was con-
sidered that they are as much a part of
the historical narrative of Irish nation-
alism as anyone else.”
So they are. But the sleight-of-hand
argument is cheap. It is indubitable that
they are part of Ireland’s historical nar-
rative, but it is flatly incorrect to sug-
gest that they are part of the Rising’s
narrative – most especially, Redmond
is not.
At bottom here is an apparent misun-
derstanding that the verb to commemo-
rate requires a clearly defined object.
A commemoration is not a car boot sale
of historical paraphernalia or some
amorphous sense of the past tense, it is
an examination and recollection of
something specific.
If its impossible for everyone to agree
on the validity of the Rising, let us at
least agree that the Rising is the sub-
ject of the debate.

America’s role in the Rising has been
fully recognised and rightly so.
The Times in London in 1885 stated that
“the Irish Question is mainly an Irish-
American question” and that is most
certainly true in reference to the Ris-
ing.
The Proclamation of Independence
read by Padraig Pearse states that Ire-
land “now seizes that moment, and sup-
ported by her exiled children in America
and by gallant allies in Europe, but rely-
ing in the first on her own strength.”
Padraig Pearse was open about enlist-
ing Ireland’s American diaspora when
he proclaimed the new reality for a sub-
jugated people in 1916.
New York University Professor of His-
tory Joe Lee has put it as bluntly as this:
“No New York, No America, No Ris-
ing.”
Given the level of distortion that has
prevailed in some quarters, it is appro-
priate to remember this much about the
Easter 1916.
It managed, for a brief but crucial mo-
ment in our history, to unify a group of
nationalists, feminists, socialists, Prot-
estants, Catholics, men and women by
rallying them to the call of the right for
Ireland to be ruled by the Irish.
The leaders paid with their lives for tak-
ing that position.
The exposure of official British violence
and brutality in killing the leaders was
central to propelling a much wider
tranche of Irish society into a struggle
for independence which was success-
ful, however imperfect, partial and di-
visive it was.
The Rising is a hugely significant event,
both in Ireland and as an example to
far flung countries that wished to extir-
pate their masters.
Such an incendiary and foundational
event cannot be contained by sanitising
rhetoric,  nor can it ultimately be re-
vised.
It was done in the name of all of Ire-
land’s children, whose descendants
have in recent months acquitted them-
selves well in celebrating it.
Despite the obstacles and diversionary
tactics, the commemoration of the Ris-
ing has been an education and a fine
expression of true patriotism.

How many other cities
celebrate a month-long
Irish heritage festival?

By DEIRDRE O’RUAIRC
The White Rock Irish Club recently
wrapped up its month-long Irish cel-
ebration with the City of White Rock
during the month of March.
The club extends a big thank you to the
City of White Rock and the organizing
committee for a very successful and
well-organized festival and thoroughly
appreciates all the enthusiasm every-
one puts into the festival.
This year’s events included Irish story
time at the library, an Irish author for
the book club, a display of Irish authors
at the library, a limerick competition,
cooking classes, and a reading of Danc-
ing at Lughnasa by a local drama
group.
Other popular draws included, Irish
music and dance at the Elks Club, Irish/
Celtic bands at the Blue Frog Studio,
Irish food served at many of the local
restaurants, tin whistle lessons at the
White Rock Community Centre, whis-
key tasting at Uli’s on the beach, and a
green day at the local ice rink.
On Good Friday the local GAA club,
the Fraser Valley Gaels, held an exhibi-
tion match of football and hurley at the
South Surrey Athletic Field.
This was a brilliant afternoon and the
weather cooperated as the Irish national
anthem was heard, followed by a read-
ing of the proclamation by Ronan
Deane.
The highlight for the White Rock Irish
Club during the festival was the 20th

annual St. Patrick’s dinner dance.
For a second year in a row the sold out
event was held at the Hazelmere Golf
and Tennis Club. Entertainment was by
Brian Nichols with an Irish dancing
presentation by the Scoil Rince De
Danaan School of Irish Dance.
These events are all instrumental in
expanding the Irish Club of White Rock
organization and appealing to the
younger generation who will undoubt-
edly help keep the club vibrant in the
years to come.
Everyone is encouraged to continue to
support the club as it continues to grow
and include many of the new Irish im-
migrants to Canada.
A number of White Rock Irish Club
members attended the 1916 Centenary
Dinner at the Hilton Metrotown in
Burnaby on April 23. The club execu-
tive would like to thank organizers for
a great evening celebrating the
achievements of 1916 and remember-
ing those who sacrificed so much in the
name of Irish freedom.

Upcoming events for the White Rock
Irish Club include a pub quiz and social
evening with music by DJ Robbie
Grevell at the Elks Hall, George Street,
in White Rock on May 14.
Registration at 6:30 PM, starts 7 PM
and tickets $5 per person. To reserve
your team, call Deirdre at (604) 538-
6765/(604) 803-0773, or e-mail
shamrockhome@shaw.ca.
The Fraser Valley Gaels will hold their
annual GAA tournament at Softball City
from noon on May 28. For more infor-
mation, e-mail: fraservalleygaels
@gmail.com.
A wind-up party will be held June 11 at
the Elks Hall with a pot luck and music
by DJ Robbie Grevell – starts at 6:30
PM.
The annual summer picnic will be held
at Peace Arch Park on July 17 at 3 PM.
Tickets $10 per adult and $5 per child
12 and over.
On July 15-24 the 2016 WBSC XV
Women’s World Softball Championship
will be held at Softball City and the
White Rock Irish Club will host an event
for the Irish team. More details to fol-
low on the club’s website or Facebook
page.
Finally, on September 20, Blackthorn
will play at Crescent Beach Legion –
tickets $25.
The president of the White Rock Irish
Club would like to thank everyone for
their enthusiastic support and encour-
agement and many phone calls. It is by
working together and supporting events
that the club will continue to grow and
evolve.
For more information on the White Rock
Irish Club, call Deirdre O’Ruairc at
(604) 803-0773, or online at:
www.whiterockirishclub.com.

WHITE ROCK IRISH CLUB EXECUTIVE – James Woods,
Claire O’Connor, Sharon Woods, (president), Rosella
Moloughney, Robbie Greville, Kathleen Pedersen, and Deirdre
O’Ruairc.

JAMES WOODS Jr. dressed
for the occasion during the
White Rock Irish Festival.

WHITE ROCK MAYOR Wayne Baldwin with Sharon Woods
and Jane Baldwin at the Irish Club of White Rock’s 20th annual
St. Patrick’s dinner dance.
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Vancouver’s Easter Rising Centenary Banquet:
Marking 100 Years Since 1916

ANCOUVER – The year 1916 was a
seminal date in Irish history when the
Easter Rising altered the course of the
country’s destiny.

By MAURA DE FREITAS

V
On Easter Monday, April 24,
1916, a group of Irish nationalists
proclaimed the establishment of
the Irish Republic and, along with
some 1,600 followers, staged a re-
bellion against the British Gov-
ernment in Ireland.
The rebels seized prominent buildings
in Dublin and clashed with British
troops. Within a week, the insurrection
had been suppressed and more than
2,000 people were dead or injured. The
leaders of the rebellion soon were ex-
ecuted.
Initially, there was little support from
the Irish people for the Easter Rising;
however, public opinion later shifted and
the executed leaders were hailed as
martyrs.
The 1916 Easter Rising set off a series
of events – the War of Independence,
the Irish Civil War and the Partition of
Ireland – that ultimately lead to estab-
lishment of the Irish Free State in 1922
which eventually became the modern-
day Republic of Ireland.
Last year a year long programme to
mark the 100th anniversary of the 1916
Rising was announced by the Irish Gov-
ernment.
Throughout Ireland and indeed around
the world, cultural events, lectures and
exhibitions were organized to com-
memorate Ireland’s struggle for self de-
termination and to remember those who
sacrificed their lives for freedom.
Irish groups and organizations across
Canada and the United States were at

the forefront of this initiative and many
held various commemoration ceremo-
nies and events.
In Vancouver the Easter Rising Cente-
nary Committee held a sold-out banquet
held at the Hilton Metrotown on Satur-
day, April 23.
An extensive program of events in-

cluded a performance by harpist
Rebecca Blair as the doors opened at 6
PM, followed by a colour guard at 7
PM accompanied by Greg Schneider.
The Canadian national anthem was led
by Bob Powell, followed by the Irish
national anthem led by George
McDonnell. George also served as
master of ceremonies for the evening.
The Proclamation was read by Bernard
Ward, suitably attired in a reproduction
of the uniform worn by the Irish Volun-
teers in 1916.
John Carr read the Roll of Honour to
commemorate the leaders of the 1916
Easter Rising and to remember their
sacrifice. This was followed by two
minutes of respectful silence.
Guest speaker for the evening was Sinn
Fein’s Chris MacManus from Sligo.
The previous night, on Friday, April 22,
Chris was the guest speaker at a
Friends of Sinn Fein dinner in Edmon-
ton, Alberta with over 100 in attend-
ance.
Chris ended his weekend speaking at
an afternoon brunch for 130 people
commemorating the Rising organized by
Friends of Sinn Fein in Calgary, Alberta.
Entertainment for the evening was led
by ballad singer Pat Chessell who per-
formed “The Songs of 1916.”
The Scoil Rince De Danaan – who re-
cently returned from the World Irish
Dance Championships in Glasgow –
presented a dazzling display of choreo-
graphed Irish dance steps.
Finally, the evening culminated with
music by Blackthorn followed by Jimmy
Cole and Friends.
A night to remember and one filled with
Irish pride. Congratulations to all the
organizing committee for a job well
done.

BERNARD WARD reading the 1916 Proclamation of an Irish
Republic flanked by the colour guard.

GUEST SPEAKER Chris MacManus (centre) with Pat Chessell,
John O’Flynn, Bernard Ward and John Coughlan.

TEAM IRELAND won gold in the men’s division – (L-R) [Front Row] Gavin Kerr, Ben O’Rourke,
Kevin Stack, John Broderick, Patrick Stewart, Patrick Kiernan, Brian McCrann, Paul Broughan,
Jake McCrann, Braden Smyth. [Back Row] Coach – Brendan Fitzgerald, Assistant Coach –
Rene Guenette, Cathal Donnelly, Robbie Craig, Mark Tyrrell, Gerard Tyrrell, Darragh Errity,
Paul Kennedy, Conor Smyth, Cohen Cassidy, Lee Kennedy, Assistant Coach – John Hackett.

IRELAND TAKES GOLD
AT THE 2016 HERITAGE CUP

EDMONTON – The Heritage Cup is a “world
cup” style soccer tournament held every two
years and open to players playing in Division 2
and below.
This year’s tournament hosted by the Edmonton and Dis-
trict Soccer Association was from March 28 to April 12
with 22 countries involved.

After Ireland won their group they beat Italy in the round of
16, Ukraine in the quarter finals, Poland in the semi finals
and then beat India 4-2 in the final. They also chose two all
star teams and gave a golden boot for top scorer.
The Ireland all stars were: [First team] John Broderick, (he
also won the tournament’s golden boot with 14 goals) and
Gerard Tyrrell. [Second team] Lee Kennedy and Brian
McCrann.

THE PROCLAMATION of the
Republic was a document is-
sued by the Irish Volunteers
and Irish Citizen Army during
the 1916 Easter Rising. It
opens with: IRISHMEN AND
IRISHWOMEN - In the name
of God and of the dead gen-
erations from which she re-
ceives her old tradition of na-
tionhood, Ireland, through us,
summons her children to her
flag and strikes for her free-
dom.
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A GUARD OF HONOUR flanks the coffin of Michael Barr at his funeral in Strabane, Co. Tyrone
on the morning of May 5. Barr was shot dead in a pub in Dublin as part of a gangland feud.

15 arrested following paramilitary
funeral of Dublin gangland victim

STRABANE – Fifteen men were ar-
rested following the funeral of a dissi-
dent Republican shot dead in Dublin as
part of an ongoing bloody gangland war.
Barr was killed at the Sunset pub in
Dublin’s north inner city on April 25.
He was shot by members of a drugs
cartel which has been at war with rival
north Dublin criminals aligned to Gerry
“The Monk” Hutch since they stormed
a boxing match weigh-in in February
and killed one man.
Gangsters linked to Costa del Sol-based
drug smuggler Christy Kinahan singled
out Barr because they believed he sup-
plied weapons including Kalashnikov
rifles for the assault on the weigh-in in
Dublin’s Regency hotel.
The funeral cortege on May 5 was
flanked by dozens in paramilitary uni-
form with berets and sunglasses as it
made its way to the mass which was

held at St. Mary’s Church, Melmount
in Strabane. A tricolour was draped
over Barr’s coffin.
Members of the PSNI did not intervene
during the funeral service, but later 15
men were arrested under the Terror-
ism Act.
Speaking at a press conference follow-
ing the service, Superintendent Mark
McEwan, District Commander, de-
scribed the funeral as a “paramilitary-
style display.”
“We have had some public commen-
tary that the deceased was allegedly a
member of the violent dissident repub-
lican grouping known as the New IRA
and that the funeral would take place
in line with that.
“What we saw on the streets of
Strabane was to all intents and purposes
a paramilitary-style display and as a
result of that the policing operation have

arrested 15 men in connection with sus-
pected terrorist-related offensives.”
Police searches are continuing a
number of properties in Derry City and
Strabane district.
The PSNI arrest operation comes amid
mounting criticism of the force’s previ-
ous unwillingness to disrupt open para-
military displays at republican funerals
and 1916 commemorations in Northern
Ireland.
Earlier this year dozens of members of
the Irish National Liberation Army pa-
raded in military uniforms at the funeral
in Derry of Peggy O’Hara, the mother
of 1981 hunger striker Patsy O’Hara.
At Easter the Continuity IRA marched
in paramilitary uniforms through North
Lurgan, Co. Armagh, without any hin-
drance from the PSNI who monitored
the parade from a police helicopter.

Buncrana tragedy
‘sent tsunami of

grief across world’
DERRY – THE horror of the
Buncrana drowning tragedy
sent a “tsunami of grief”
around the world, Derry priest
Father Paddy O’Kane told a
month’s mind Mass for the
victims.
Hundreds of people packed Holy Fam-
ily Church in Ballymagroarty for the
Mass which took place exactly one
month after the deaths of Sean
McGrotty (49), his sons Mark (12) and
Evan (8), their grandmother Ruth
Daniels (57) and aunt Jodie-Lee
Daniels (14).
The family was killed when their car
slid from Buncrana pier in Co. Donegal
into Lough Swilly on Sunday, March 20.
The congregation was led by
McGrotty’s partner Louise James along
with their four-month-old daughter
Rioghnach-Ann, the sole survivor of the
tragedy.
She was saved by Co. Donegal man
Davitt Walsh (29) who swam to the
sinking car where her father gave him
the baby before returning to his family.
Walsh, along with his girlfriend
Stephanie Knox, attended the memo-
rial Mass.

Chief celebrant O’Kane was joined in
the sanctuary by Bishop of Derry Donal
McKeown. Deputy First Minister Mar-
tin McGuinness and Sinn Féin MLA
Raymond McCartney also attended.
“When the horror of this tragedy at
Buncrana pier on that sunlit evening of
Palm Sunday four weeks ago began to
filter out, a tsunami of grief and sorrow
spread across the world,” said Fr.
O’Kane.
“I have had letters and phone calls from
good people from countries near and
far asking me to tell Louise and her fam-
ily that they are thinking about them and
praying for them –  books of condo-
lences from people of many faiths. We
have all been united in grief.”
The priest said James asked him to pass
her deep sense of gratitude to all and to
say their support had helped her in a
little way to come to terms with what
has happened.
Since the tragedy, Louise James has
said the baby is her only reason to go
on living, having lost her partner, two
sons, her mother and sister.
Two public fundraising appeals
launched in a bid to help cover the fu-
neral costs have  quickly surpassed their
humble targets following a huge out-
pouring of support – reaching a stag-
gering total of £92,000.

THE SCENE at the pier in Buncrana, Co. Donegal on April 20
where one month earlier five members of the McGrotty and
Daniels family drowned.

A bizzare scene as a Boeing 767
sails up the River Shannon

ENNISCRONE, Co. Sligo – Un-
dertaker David McGowan’s seem-
ingly mad plan has captured the
imagination of people across Ire-
land – and it’s not surprising when
you see the brilliant scenes.
The Mayo man is determined to turn a
Boeing 767 into glamping accommoda-
tion at his village in Sligo located along
the scenic Wild Atlantic Way.
He purchased the decommissioned air-
craft from Shannon Airport for
EU20,000 with plans to add it to his
“Quirky Nights Glamping Village.”
The entrepreneur was then in an unu-
sual position of trying to orchestrate
transportation of the airplane – which
weighs 70 tonnes and measures 159 feet
in length – from Shannon to Sligo with-
out breaking it into many pieces.
When it became apparent that road
transportation was not an alternative,
he turned his attention to the sea.
Despite an detailed eight-month effort
to set plans in place to move the jet by
road, he had to abandon these plans
because he could not get permission
from the local authorities.

“The whole process was in place and
engineered but we found that there
were two bridges in Clare that we just
couldn’t get under,” said McGowan.
“We were looking about bringing this
animal down the road. County Coun-
cils wouldn’t let me put a crane on the
bridges to lift it over because it would
stop the traffic going into Limerick City.
“I would have had to lift 126 ESB wires

and 26 traffic lights, and 97 Telecom
wires as well,” he said.
Finally, with wings removed, the aircraft
began a 36-hour journey by barge on
May 5, starting from Shannon Airport.
As the Boeing 767 arrived off
Enniscrone it was an amazing sight as
it was buzzed by several airplanes with
a few thousand people watching from
the pier.

AFTER a 36-hour journey by barge from Shannon Airport, the
decommissioned 767 was greeted by thousands of supporters
as it arrived in Enniscrone, Co. Sligo.

NOVENAS
Novena to the Blessed

Virgin Mary
Novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary
(never known to fail).  O most beautiful
flower of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendour of Heaven, Blessed Mother
of the Son of God.  Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in this my necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  O show me herein you are my
Mother, Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse to thee
(three times).  Sweet Mother, I place
this cause in your hands (three times).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
light all roads so that I can attain my
goal.  You gave me the Divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil against me.
This prayer must be said for three
days, even after the request is granted
and the favour received, it must be
published.

– PMK, MJ, CC, CK, ED, RM, LM
•

Novena to St. Anthony
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,
your love for God and charity for his
creatures, made you worthy, when on
earth, to possess miraculous powers.
Encouraged by this thought, I implore
you to obtain for me (request).  O gen-
tle and loving St. Anthony, whose heart
was ever full of human sympathy, whis-
per my petition into the ears of the
sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to be
folded in your arms; and the gratitude
of my heart will ever be yours.  Amen.

 – SVS
•

Novena to St. Clare
God of mercy, you inspired Saint Clare
with the love of poverty. By the help of
her prayers, may we follow Christ in
poverty of spirit and come to the joy-
ful vision of your glory in the Kingdom
of Heaven. We ask this through Our
Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

– SVS

Publication of this prayer  is $25 monthly
(Canadian  residents  include 5% GST)
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AN IRISHMAN IN CHINA
By William P. Sexton
O’Seasnain Publishing Co
ISBN: 978-0-9701310-4-1

Reviewed by Catholine Butler
An Irishman in China is the fifth Irish
historical novel by author William (Bill)
Sexton.
The main character in the novel is
Connor Murray who spends all his wak-
ing days as a young man dreaming of
travelling to exotic places.
Any free time away from chores on the
family farm is spent down on the docks
at Cobh in County Cork watching the
ships come and go in the harbour.
Connor is always hoping a ship will ar-
rive from some foreign port and he can
get an opportunity to speak to some of
the seamen onboard.
His parents know nothing of Connor’s
dreams and Father McKenna, the local
parish priest, tells him he feels that
Connor has the makings of a priest in
him.
Connor is incredulous and tells Father
McKenna he isn’t holy enough and he
has other plans to travel the world.
The priest replies he could also do that
as a missionary.....not what Connor

OUTLANDER KITCHEN
By Theresa Carle-Sanders
Delacorte Press
ISBN 978-1-101-96758-4

Reviewed by Catholine Butler
Outlander Kitchen: The Official Out-
lander Companion Cookbook fea-
tures recipes inspired by Diana
Gabaldon’s bestselling series, Out-
lander, now also a critically acclaimed
television series.
Claire Beauchamp Randall’s incredible
journey from postwar Britain to Eight-
eenth Century Scotland is a feast for
all five senses and taste is no excep-
tion.
From Claire’s first lonely bowl of por-
ridge at Castle Leoch to the decadent
roast beef served after her hasty wed-
ding to Highland warrior Jamie Fraser,
to fried chicken to buttermilk drop bis-
cuits on Fraser’s Ridge in Colonial
America over 25 years and several trips
through the stones later, Outlander
Kitchen contains over 100 creative,
doable recipes to tempt every fan’s pal-
ate.
What is really interesting about this
cookbook is that each recipe is accom-
panied by an excerpt from the book in
which it appeared, as well as mouth-
watering colour photography.
The recipes range from hot broth at
Castle Leoch, a meal in itself with some
hearty bread.  Crowdie cheese, Scot-
land’s most ancient cheese. At one time
every crofter in the Highlands made it.
Cock-a-leekie soup, quintessentially
Scottish, is a popular soup served
throughout the winter in Scotland, and
a common addition on the table on St.
Andrew’s Day (November 30), Hog-
manay (December 31), and Burns Night
(January 25).
One of my favourite recipes is the bang-
ers and mash with slow-cooked onionR

National protocol urged to detect
cases of the ‘Celtic Curse’

OB Ross of
Port Albert,
Saskatchewan
could not un-
derstand why

he was suddenly experienc-
ing seizures, joint pain, sig-
nificant weight gain and
memory loss.
Two years later – after many visits to
various doctors, and after he had de-
veloped diabetes, arthritis and heart and
kidney problems – he finally learned that
he was suffering from Canada’s most
common genetic disorder: hereditary
hemochromatosis (HHC).
It’s a condition that is easily treated and
Rob could have avoided his  long list of
health problems if it had been detected
sooner.
A group of 10 prominent Canadian phy-
sicians are now recommending a na-
tional protocol to promote more timely
diagnosis of this common genetic dis-
order which is estimated to affect ap-
proximately 80,000 Canadians.
Because it primarily affects people of
Northern European heritage – particu-
larly those of Celtic descent – it is of-
ten referred to as the “Celtic Curse.”
“The problem is that thousands of Ca-
nadians with the disorder – as well as
their doctors — don’t know they have
it,” says Dr. Sam Krikler, a
hematopathologist at Surrey Memorial
Hospital and Associate Clinical Profes-
sor in the Department of Pathology  and
Laboratory Medicine at the University
of British Columbia.

Dr. Krikler also chairs the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society’s Medical
Advisory Board.
Dr. Krikler says HHC can impair the
body’s ability to shed excess iron, which
is then stored in the organs or joints.
If the iron continues to accumulate, it
can cause a host of serious and some-
times fatal conditions – including liver
and heart disease, diabetes, arthritis,
mental illness, and cancer.
“The good news is, hemochromatosis
can be treated very easily, without
drugs,” he says.
“The treatment – phlebotomy, or blood-
letting – is usually effective in reducing
iron levels back to normal.
“The bad news is that the HHC diag-
nosis is too often missed, or only comes
after irreversible damage has already
occurred.”
A recent analysis by the Society has
pointed out that the cost of treating
cases of liver disease, diabetes, and ar-
thritis resulting from undiagnosed HHC
in Canada runs into many millions of
dollars each year.
“There is a strong business case to al-
locate resources for the early diagnosis
and treatment of HHC in addition to the
ethical imperative to prevent and mini-
mize suffering,” Dr. Krikler says.
May has been declared national
Hemochromatosis Awareness Month in
Canada.
The Canadian Hemochromatosis Soci-
ety is a registered charitable organiza-
tion dedicated to raising awareness of
HHC among the medical community and
providing support for those with the dis-
order.

Spring Reverie Moves the Year
toward Midsummer

We shall not cease
from exploration

And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place
for the first time.

Through the unknown,
unremembered gate

When the last of earth
left to discover

Is that which was the beginning
– T.S. Eliot

By CYNTHIA WALLENTINE
May morning, sun up, clean air, distant
sounds, almost too perfect. Too likely
taken for granted.
Favoured plants and frustrating weeds
vie for the same soil, sun, and nutrients.
Fair enough.
Both humble and exalted, Beltaine, May
Eve, swept through once again, bring-
ing a green mist of unmistakable magic
to even the oldest eyes.
Imbolg, in February, was the outset of
the growing year, and Beltaine marks
wild maturity where seeds of ideas dis-
missed in youth, may yet find fertile
ground.
In the space in which I sit, dandelions
compete with lawn. Smaller flowers,
and bigger bushes, bloom.
In the distance, tall, tall ash trees layer
new neon-green leaves against a blue,
blue sky.  In one glance, the moon, a jet
contrail, and a hawk ply guessed-at tra-
jectories.

While it marks the advent of Celtic sum-
mer, this time of year remains spring to
me.  To the Celts, the year begins with
winter.
Our modern association of spring with
beauty and youth, and winter with old
age and bittered brow, perhaps bears
some rethinking.
Though beautiful, this season was typi-
cally one of immense hunger for Irish
forebears.  Imbolg broke the fast of the
cold season with first-born lambs.
By Beltaine, crops planted had not yet
produced. While youth is a sight to be-
hold, it needs care, and can neither
thrive, nor yield, without guidance.
From Beltaine into June’s midsummer,
comes the flourish of the growing year.

Stored energy impatiently pushes forth.
With luck, ideas drive further than be-
fore, in the mind and hand of young,
old, and in-between.
Spring into summer, its industry relies
not on youth but on the perception of
those who gaze upon its riches, feel its
energy, and are moved by its emer-
gence.
On any day, great and small changes in
perception alter our course in unpre-
dictable ways.
Nearby, memories of decades passed
flow to me from a great pussy willow,
just now leafing-out.
To my children, the mature bush solidly
marks ground, almost as a statue. To
spring pollinators, it is the only game in
town for much-needed food.
Fluid, solid, transitory – our lives are
built utterly on the moments we occupy,
and the meaning we confer upon them.
Youth, aged, or middle-ground – each
exists in every season, and every day,
a literal matter of our point of view.
From blazing bonfire at Beltaine, to the
almost imperceptible tip of summer into
autumn at summer solstice – places we
have been, but never been – and will
be one day again…depending on how
you look at it.
In the distance, a high chime, perhaps
the Silver Bough, calls to away. The
wind speaks, the very air glitters, from
green into the gold of midsummer.

Travel and high seas adventures
make for a captivating read

wants to hear.
Then, Connor’s daydreams finally be-
come reality when a cargo ship having
engine trouble pulls into Cobh harbour
for repairs.
After meeting captain Tom Snyder and
some convincing and begging, Connor’s
wish is fulfilled and he is is spirited
aboard the ship as a stowaway
That night the ship sets sail with Connor
heading off into his adventure.
Unbeknownst to Connor, Captain

Scottish creations
fill this cookbook

gravy. British sausages – particularly
those made during rationing in World
War II – were made with an excess of
water and would sometimes burst when
cooked over high heat, leading to their
nickname bangers.
The onions for the gravy cook low and
slow all day to make an unbelievably
flavourful gravy and the rest comes to-
gether for an easy end-of-the day meal.
Mash the potatoes, stir in butter, add
the cream and the onion gravy, mound
in the middle of the plate and top with
one or two sausages and serve with
green peas. To die for.
Some of the other delicious recipes are:
Mrs. Graham’s oatmeal scones with
clotted cream; honey-buttermilk oat
bread; and Mrs. Bug’s buttermilk drop
biscuits.
And some before and after dinner such
as Frank’s sherry tipple, recommended
before meals and after a delicious, sat-
isfying meal.
Atholl Brose for the Bonnie Prince,
made with rolled oats, honey, cream and
blended Scotch whisky.
A batch can be made up ahead and will
keep for a month in the refrigerator...pity
it’s only billed as an after-dinner diges-
tive!
There are a few other recipes included
in the cookbook but Scottish recipes
predominate and reading their ingredi-
ents was making me very hungry for
some real pure hearty Celtic food.
If you aren’t planning a trip to Scotland
right away, get the ingredients for the
recipes in Outlander Kitchen and try
your hand at making some of the tradi-
tional Scottish creations.
You can also read the background of
the recipe, while the tantalizing aroma
fills your kitchen as you anxiously wait
for it to cook.For more information about the disor-

der visit the society’s website
www.toomuchiron.ca.

Snyder isn’t completely above board in
his helpfulness and Connor could never
have imagined what lay ahead on his
journey.
This captivating tale spreads out over
three countries with shifts in the plot
that make the story completely unpre-
dictable.
Connor’s Irish temper gets him in and
out of fights and some near death
situations....but always with the luck of
the Irish on his side.
As with all of Sexton’s novels, there are
twists and turns. It’s an exciting read.
William P. Sexton was born in New York
City to Irish-born parents and he lived
in Ireland during the Seventies.
He is now married with two sons and
two grandchildren and living in New Jer-
sey.
The author’s four previous Irish histori-
cal novels are: Liam O’Connor I Have
Not Forgotten Thee, When Irish Eyes
Are Spying, and Escape From Barba-
dos.
There is no doubt that William P. Sex-
ton is Irish to the core and he has dedi-
cated this novel An Irishman In China
to his mother and father who came from
Ireland –  Mary O’Connor (Cork) and
Leo Sexton (Limerick).



MAY/JUNE 2016PAGE 20 www.celtic-connection.com

PANEL MODERATOR Nicola Tannion at Seattle’s 1916 Centenary Commemoration with (L-R)
Antioch University president Dan Hocoy, Seattle Mayor Ed Murray, Cork-born artist Elaine
Barry, Limerick-born soprano Sarah Dolan, Irish Vice-Consul Kevin Byrne, State senator Karen
Fraser and Honorary Irish Consul John Keane.

CORK-BORN ARTIST Elaine Barry with a display of her por-
traits of Women of the Rising done in charcoal and pen at
Seattle’s 1916 Centenary Commemoration. The image at right
is of Kathleen Clarke (née Daly).

STATE SENATOR Karen Fraser  with an Honor Guard from the
USS Nimitz before the start of Seattle’s St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade. She is pictured (L-R) with U.S. Congressman Jim
McDermott, Honorary Grand Marshal Casey McNerthney, Gal-
way Mayor Frank Fahy, with parade Grand Marshals Police
Chief Kathleen O’Toole and her husband Dan O’Toole.

(L-R) UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON history professor George
Behlmer, Irish Vice-Consul Kevin Byrne, Belfast-born Presby-
terian minister Rev. Barry Keating, Seattle Mayor Ed Murray,
and Seattle University history professor Father Thomas Murphy,
SJ, were participants in a panel discussion at Seattle’s 1916
Centenary Commemoration.

DONAL McKEVITT, Seattle Mayor Ed Murray, and Irish Vice-
Consul Kevin Byrne at Seattle’s 1916 Centenary Commemora-
tion.

MEMBERS of the Ceol Cascadia Irish Sessioneers performed
at Seattle’s 1916 Centenary Commemoration.

Conor
McGregor

tweets:
‘I am back’

DUBLIN – Conor McGregor has an-
nounced he is back on the bill of UFC
200 after a week of headline-grabbing
announcements over his “retirement.”
The Dublin-born fighter made the an-
nouncement in a tweet on the morning
of Monday, April 25. He had been set
to fight Nate Diaz in a rematch of their
title bout.
McGregor tweeted: “Happy to an-
nounce that I am BACK on UFC 200!
Shout out to @danawhite and
@lorenzofertitta on getting this one
done for the fans. #Respect.”
A week earlier, the UFC featherweight
champion posted a tweet strongly inti-
mating his immediate departure from
the world of prize-fighting, which sub-
sequently sent social media into a state
of unrest.
He is currently in a training camp in Ice-
land.
McGregor had appeared to be out of
the running for a rematch on July 9 with
Diaz at UFC 200 when Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship president Dana White
ruled out any possibility of the Dubliner
fighting on the card, despite the Irish-
man backtracking on his ‘retirement’
and saying he was still training to face
Diaz.
McGregor was pulled from the rematch
in Las Vegas after he refused to travel
to Nevada for promotional appear-
ances.
McGregor, who surged through the
featherweight ranks before knocking
out champion Jose Aldo of Brazil in 13
seconds in December, has become the
UFC’s hottest property with his outra-
geous trash-talking and vicious fighting
skills.

SEATTLE IRISH
PHOTO ROUND-UP
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By
JOHN

KEANE

SEATTLE IRISH NEWS
PASSINGS

• Murdock MacPherson, a longtime
member of the Irish Heritage Club and
a past St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Grand Marshal, died in Seattle on
April 25.

• Sister Marie Linehan (84), a native
of Co. Cork, died in Tacoma on April
19.

• Ruth (Buzzard) Finnegan (86), a
native of Everett, died on April 7 in
Clifden, Co. Galway where she had
lived since the 1980s.

• James Nicholas Maylor (80), the
great grandson of pioneers from Ire-
land who settled Maylor’s Point in
Oak Harbor, died on Whidbey Island
on March 30.

• Sister Margaret Mary Magorrian
(94), a native of Co. Down and a nun
for 76 years, died April 8 in South
Africa. She was a sister of Pat
Magorrian of Oak Harbor.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha
dílse – May their faithful souls rest
at the right hand of God.

MAY 18 – MOUNT VERNON 1916
FILM – Admission is FREE on
Wednesday, May 18 at 6:30 PM to
see the University of Notre Dame
documentary film, 1916 The Irish
Rebellion (1916.nd.edu), being
screened at the Littlefield Celtic
Center, 1124 Cleveland Ave, Mount
Vernon.

The film is a newly released docu-
mentary telling the dramatic story of
the events that took place in Dublin
during Easter Week 1916, when a
small group of Irish rebels took on
the might of the British Empire.

Narrated by Irish actor Liam Neeson
and lasting 85 minutes, the docu-
mentary features a combination of
rarely seen archival footage, new
segments filmed on location world-
wide, and interviews with leading in-
ternational experts.

The Littlefield Celtic Center has also
started new monthly traditional Irish
music sessions on the third Sunday
of each month at 2 PM. For more in-

formation call the center at (360) 416-
4934.

MAY 30 - MEMORIAL DAY MASS –
An open-air Memorial Day Mass will
be celebrated at the Seattle area’s
Irish Pioneer Cemetery, St. Patrick
Cemetery in Kent, at 10:30 AM on
Monday, May 30.

The four and one half acre cemetery
is located one mile east of I-5 on
Orillia Road at 204th  Street, just east
of Sea-Tac Airport.

Founded by Limerick-man Richard
O’Connell in 1880, the cemetery is
the resting place for numerous Irish-
born Seattle pioneers and they are
especially remembered on Memorial
Day in addition to remembering those
who have given their lives in service
to this country. All are welcome but
bring a lawn chair! For information,
contact (425) 582-2688.

JUNE 19 – BLOOMSDAY READING
– The Wild Geese Players of Seattle
present a staged reading of Ulysses
chapters one and four at 2 PM on
Sunday, June 19 at the downtown
Seattle Central Library, 1000 Fourth
Avenue (Level 4, Room 2).

Donations towards costs of posters
and props are welcome. The group’s
annual Bloomsday readings started
in 1998 and this year the group
presents a staged reading of chap-
ter three, “Proteus”, and Chapter six,
“Hades.” The reading will take
roughly 100 minutes. For more in-
formation, visit wildgeeseseattle.org.

JULY 17 – IRISH PICNIC – Seattle’s
Irish community picnic is noon-6 PM,
Sunday, July 17, at Lake Sammamish
State Park in Issaquah (exit # 15 off
I-90).

Games and fun for the entire family,
and all are welcome. Free hot dogs
and hamburgers will be provided but
bring your own drink and a dessert
to be shared. There’s a covered pic-
nic area and several BBQ grills if you
bring charcoal.

Hurling game starts at 1 PM followed
by games and fun for the entire fam-
ily – tug-o-war, sack races, water
balloon toss, etc. For details, e-mail:
Picnic@irishclub.org or call (425)
582-2688.

JULY 17-25 – IRISH MUSIC WEEK
– Cascadia Irish Music Week is July
17-23 at Evergreen State College in
Olympia.

If you’re thinking of registering for this
year’s camp please don’t delay.
There’s still room in all classes, but
they are committed to keeping the
class sizes reasonable and will close
registration for individual classes
when they reach their capacity.

This year’s teachers include Randal
Bays on fiddle; Antoin MacGabhann
on fiddle; James Kelly on fiddle;
Patsy Hanly on flute; Norah Rendell
on flute; Miray Campbell on tin whis-
tle; Bridget Fitzgerald, songs and
singing; Angelina Carberry on banjo
and mandolin; Josephine Marsh on
button accordion; Cormac Begley on
concertina; Brian Miller on guitar and
singing; Eileen Sullivan on fiddle;
Jason Kies on concertina; and
Brendan Boyle,  singing. For more
information, visit CascadiaIrish.org.

AUGUST 4 – IRISH BASEBALL –
Irish Night at the Seattle Mariners is
Thursday, August 4, vs. the Boston
Red Sox at Seattle’s Safeco Field.

Watch the Tara Academy Irish Danc-
ers and the Seattle Police Pipes and
Drums perform in center field about
30 minutes before the game.

But don’t delay – they sold out last
year and already over 500 Irish Night
tickets have been sold. A free Irish
Heritage Night Mariners Cap and re-
duced price tickets at
www.mariners.com/Irish.

SEPTEMBER 2-4 – GAA FINALS –
On the Labor Day weekend, Friday-
Sunday, September 2-4, 2016, the
Seattle Gaels will host the North
American GAA Finals, the Champi-
onship games in men’s and women’s
Gaelic football, camogie, and hurl-
ing.

This will involve over 100 teams from
across North America, Canada and
the Carribean traveling to Seattle
along with their supporters. Over

THE 2016 North American GAA
Finals in Gaelic football, hurl-
ing and camogie will be held
in Seattle on September 2-4.
For more detai ls,  v is i t :
Seattle2016.com.

5,000 players and spectators are
anticipated to attend.

Games will be held all day Friday,
Saturday and Sunday and we hope
to see a huge contingent from the
Pacific Northwest in attendance all
three days at Magnuson Park! For
all the details, maps, etc., visit:
Seattle2016.com.

SEATTLE’S TD – Following two days
of rechecks and recounts in the re-
cent Irish General Election, Seattleite
Katherine Zappone is a new TD
(Teachta Dála, a member of the Irish
Parliament), elected to the 32nd Dáil
to represent the Dublin South West
constituency.

The former Irish senator is an Inde-
pendent and is not affiliated with any
of the main political parties.

Katherine was born in Spokane and
grew up in Seattle but has been liv-
ing in Ireland since 1982. She still has
family in Seattle and was back here
in 2015 to serve as Grand Marshal
of the St. Patrick’s Day parade.

LAW FELLOW – Sinéad Davies, a
third year law student at Trinity Col-
lege Dublin, is this year’s Thomas
Addis Emmet Fellow who will be work-
ing in Seattle for two months this sum-
mer at the Appleseed Foundation.

Founded in 1997, the law fellowship
program is named for a hero of Ire-
land’s 1798 United Irishmen rebel-
lion. Sponsored by the UW and Ire-
land’s Free Legal Advice Centers,
the fellowship program is supported
by Seattle’s Irish Heritage Club.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
• Irish Day at the Races at Emerald
Downs is Sunday, June 26, 2 PM. Call
(425) 582-2688 to make sure you
are mailed free admission tickets.

• Join the Irish language choir which
will be singing for the Mass in Gaelic
in October. New voices welcome, with
a little Gaelic or a lot! Contact:
miriamjdoyle@gmail.com.

DUBLIN – An Post is quietly hop-
ing for a surge in customers using
the controversial new Eircode sys-
tem despite a cool reception to the
EU27 million scheme since it was
introduced last summer.
The percentage of customers using the
new postal code system is still in the
single digits after it was rolled out in
July 2015.
In its 2015 annual report released last
month, An Post said, “We expect to see
increasing volumes of mail with
Eircodes appended from major custom-
ers in the next few months as well as
increasing usage by the emergency
services.”
The Department of Communications,
which is responsible for administering
the Eircode system, would not confirm
or deny the reportedly low uptake rates.
An Post CEO Donal Connell, who re-
cently announced his retirement from
his EU286,000-a-year post after a dec-
ade at the helm, said the national postal
service had an operating profit of EU5.2

An Post still optimistic
about new Irish postal code

million last year despite a 2.9 percent
decrease in the amount of mail proc-
essed.
While normal postal delivery still ac-
counts for 64 percent of An Post rev-
enues, generating EU526.2 million last
year, it’s down 10 percent since 2008
and declining by around three percent
a year due to the growing use of elec-
tronic mail.
Chairman designate Dermot Divilly
noted that An Post is still profitable due
to its lucrative side businesses – such
as insurance and financial services –
but warned that the “present model
whereby the profitable retail and other
group businesses subsidise the loss-
making mails business is, in my view,
becoming increasingly unsustainable.”
New revenue streams and opportuni-
ties must be tapped into to maintain
profitability, he said.
The company is also engaged in a ma-
jor restructuring scheme that saw six
post offices close last year and some
1,879 full time jobs. It plans to elimi-
nate a further 2,600 jobs.

SR. MARIE Prefontaine, Co-
ordinator of Irish Apostolate
USA (usairish.org) based in
Boston, was recently in Seattle
for meetings and for the first
time saw the building named
for her cousin, Monsignor F X
Prefontaine who in 1864 was
the first Catholic priest as-
signed to Seatt le.  Msgr.
Prefontaine also has a street,
a park and a fountain named
for him.
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William Kelly & Sons
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day

RICHMOND, BC – Each year staff
at William Kelly and Sons Plumbing
Contractors look forward to celebrat-
ing St. Patrick’s Day at the Foggy Dew
in Coquitlam. This year the happy crew
gathered on March 18 for this fun
team-building and de-stressing oppor-
tunity and they shared some of these
happy moments with us.

WILLIAM KELLY & SONS office staff at Richmond, B.C., get-
ting ready to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

WINNER for best dance and festive costume Jesse Holdsworth
and first runner up Cameron Chabot with Liam Kelly.

THE William Kelly & Sons boys happy and festive at the Foggy
Dew in Coquitlam.

MORE of the William Kelly & Sons boys celebrating St. Patrick’s
Day at the Foggy Dew in Coquitlam.

OWNER Liam Kelly with his
son Sean Kelly.

LIAM KELLY and Ron Sandau
enjoying a Guinness.

The incredible rise
of Leicester City FC

PREMIER LEAGUE: Amazing Leicester FC celebrate fairy tale
title success.

NE of the most remarkable sports stories of
the century has evolved with the rise of
Leicester City Football Club.O

After a dramatic resurgence
at the end of last season, the
Foxes have risen from relega-
tion dogfighters to win the
Barclay’s Premier League ti-
tle for the first time in their
130 year history.
Italian Claudio Ranieri’s side
overcome odds of 5000/1 to win
the title – a feat we’re unlikely to
see again anytime soon.
The team stepped up from the First
Division led by a coach with no previ-
ous victories of note and no big expen-
sive names.
It has now changed the Premier League
Division in a way never seen before.
Jamie Vardy became one of the great-
est strikers seen this season.
His incredible rise from non-league foot-
baller to Premier League champion is a
story that has fascinated football fans
... and even Hollywood film-makers.
Riyad Mahrez contributed 17 goals and
11 assists in Leicester’s fairy tale jour-
ney to the title.
The 25-year-old Algerian international
has enjoyed a stunning season which
saw him capture the Professional Foot-

ballers’ Association Player of the Year
award last month.
After Leicester City witnessed one of
the most unbelievable sporting stories
of all time, there was bedlam on the
streets for a week as thousands of fans
poured in to the city to join in the foot-
ball celebrations.
The fervor was so high, 10 busloads of
fans had driven from Italy to Leicester
to toast Claudio Ranieri’s title winners.
This euphoria was mirrored in Thailand
where the club’s owners provided free
food and drink to fans for the victory
celebrations.
As Leicester City’s Premier League
winning title party got under way in
spine-tingling style on May 7, opera leg-
end Andrea Bocelli lifted the roof off
the King Power stadium with a stirring
performance.
The world-famous singer – a friend of
Foxes’ manager and compatriot Claudio
Ranieri –  sent supporters into overdrive
when he took to the pitch in the club’s
distinctive blue kit.
Pitch perfect superstar Bocelli whipped
off his jacket to reveal a Foxes shirt
before belting out classics Nessun
Dorma and Con Te Partiro as Leices-
ter fans sang along and waved blue and
white flags in the crowd.

Euro 2016 fans
to stay home

over terror fear
DUBLIN – One in three Republic of
Ireland supporters who had intended on
travelling to the European Champion-
ships in France this summer have de-
cided to stay at home because of the
risk of a terrorist attack there.
A new survey finds six percent of the
adult population in Ireland (220,000
fans) had initially intended to go to Euro
2016. But the events of November 13
last year changed the minds of many.
A coordinated terrorist attack on a
number of Parisian locations, including
the Bataclan music theatre and the
Stade de France, left 130 people dead.
Despite this there were more than
250,000 applications for tickets from
Irish supporters.
The findings of the latest survey by
iReach Insights indicate 73,350, or 33
percent, of Irish supporters who’d
planned to travel decided to stay at
home and follow the fortunes of Martin
O’Neill’s men on the television instead,
because of the threat of terrorism.
Of those still travelling to France, 15
percent say the terror attacks have had
no effect on their travel plans, while 44
percent said they are concerned but still
plan to travel to matches.
The French interior ministry has budg-
eted two million euro for securing “fan
zones” which will be swept for explo-
sives before each match.
Security experts predict the safest place
for fans to be at Euro 2016 is inside a
stadium.
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Annual Gaelic Football Spring League
kicks off the 2016 GAA season in Vancouver

VANCOUVER IRISH
SPORTING & SOCIAL

CLUB

ANCOUVER – The 2016 season has be-
gun in Vancouver with the annual Gaelic
football spring league. The league has
grown significantly in the past few yearsV

By TOMMY BOURKE

to over 100 players taking part, both men and women.
The league began April 1 at
Capilano RFC in North Vancouver.
Up first were the West Coast
Wibblies against the JP Ryan’s
Hurlers.
The Wibblies never got out of the traps
and the Hurlers showed that they could
play as a unit with a big ball as well as
they could with a sliothar.
The game finished 1-10 to 0-03 to the
Hurlers. Game two saw the Fraser
Valley Gaels take on the Vancouver
Cougars AFL team.
The Fraser Valley Gaels were looking
to start off the year strong after huge
progress was made last year at the
Western Canadian championships for
the new club.
The Cougars didn’t make anything easy
for them and the game went right down
to the final whistle with both teams
scoring 1-05.
Game three was contested by the Cow-
boys and the Auld Stock. Both teams
were made up of new and existing play-
ers from the ISSC base.
The Auld Stock who had a more ma-
ture team were slow to get going and it
looked as though the Cowboys would
have an easy time.
However as the game progressed the
Auld Stock began to get into the game
and in a tight finish took all two points
with a 2-05 to 2-04 win.
The second night of the spring league
was held Friday, April 8. The opening
game of the night saw the Cowboys
and Cougars face off.
Both teams were without a win in week
one so were eager to make progress
early.
The game was very open and both
teams had kicked some nice scores but
the Cowboys sealed the win with a goal.
The game finished 1-06 to 0-06 points.
The second game played after the la-
dies football match was between JP
Ryan’s and the Fraser Valley.
This was always going to be a cracker
with many of the Fraser Valley team
having close ties to the Hurlers and it
didn’t disappoint.
The Hurlers started well and took the
lead into half time. In the second half
the Valley men tried to claw back the
lead and had the lion’s share of pos-
session.
The Hurlers didn’t give up the fight and
in the second half parked all but one
man behind the ball. In a thrilling final
few minutes the Valley men managed
to level the game and it finished with
1-02 apiece.
The final game played in twilight and
floodlights saw the Auld Stock take on
the Wibblies.
The Auld Stock didn’t find their feet in
this encounter and the Wibblies re-
deemed themselves after their poor
performance in week one by running
out winners on a score line of 3-05 to
0-05.
The league took a break the following
week and resumed on Friday, April 22.

The night opened with the JP Ryan’s
facing off against the Auld Stock.
The latter team had some staff short-
ages after the bye week and facing the
20-man strong panel of Hurlers they
couldn’t keep up.
The Ryan’s ran out winners 3-09 to 1-
04. The second men’s game was be-
tween two teams who had mixed re-
sults in the first two weeks, the Wibblies
and the Cougars.
The Cougars were dangerous going for-
ward and had a couple of goal chances
but in the end the open play suited the
Wibblies who kicked 12 points to the
Cougars 1-05.
The final game of the night saw the
Fraser Valley take on the Cowboys.
The Fraser Valley were looking for a
win after two drawn matches and
seemed to be on track but the Cowboys
were persistent and took some nice
scores.
This game had a tense finish but the
teams couldn’t be separated with the
final score 1-04 to 0-07.
Week four was held on another sunny
Friday night, April 29. The night opened
with the Wibblies taking on the Cow-
boys.
The Wibblies had a four point lead at
half time. The Cowboys opened the
second half with a goal from the open-
ing passage of play.
This week saw the Wibblies talisman
Mark Turner return from Africa but
even he couldn’t stop the Cowboys who
kept the pressure on after the goal and
ran out deserved five point winners.
Game two saw the Fraser Valley record
their first win of the campaign with a
well organised display.
The Auld Stock showed some good
spells throughout the game and used
their possession well but they didn’t
have the numbers needed to keep up
with the men subbing in and out from
the Valley.
The last game of the night saw the high
flying Hurlers take on the Cougars.
The Hurlers dominated from the throw
in and the understrength Cougars, who
had an AFL game the next morning,
couldn’t cope with the relentless attacks
by the Ryan’s.
The league resumes with the semi-fi-
nals and finals May 6.
The top seeded JP Ryan’s take on the
fourth place Wibblies.
Second face third place with the Cow-
boys taking on the Fraser Valley Gaels.
Both games will be fiercely contested
and although the JP Ryan’s Hurlers have
dominated each game anything could
happen.
The Wibblies have been there and done
it before, the Valley have strength and
depth in their squad and the Cowboys
have many new faces anxious to make
their mark in Vancouver.
The shield final will be contested by the

Auld Stock and the Cougars who fin-
ished level with each other and they will
both hope to finish the league with a
win.
Overall the spring league has been a
huge success bringing in a lot of new
players. Returning to Capilano this year

added greatly to the enjoyment of the
league.
The players have enjoyed playing the
spring league on grass pitches as op-
posed to the turf or gravel fields used
in the past.
Having the bar open after games has
helped new players meet people while
returning players have been able to
catch up after the winter off.
The ISSC ladies football team also took
part in the spring league. They had a
huge pick-up in numbers from last
year’s spring league turnout.
This year they played after the first
men’s game each night. The ladies were
split into two teams on the opening night
and they have kept to the same team
throughout adding in any new players
as they come, and there have been quite
a few this year.
Although it’s early on in the season, the
team looks to be even stronger than last
year and they will be aiming for silver-

ware in the Western Canadians and
North American Championship.
The ISSC ladies football team have al-
ready begun training for the year.
 • Ladies football is on Tuesday nights
at Charleston Park and Thursday at
Brockton Oval.
• Training for the JP Ryan’s Hurlers
resumes Tuesday, May 3.
•  Men’s Football resumes Wednesday,
May 11.
•  The ISSC Camogie team kick off their
season with training on Monday, May
2.
The Irish Sporting and Social Club of
Vancouver are always looking for new
members.
If you would like to get involved in play-
ing or becoming a social member you
can check out the ISSC Facebook page.
Search for ISSC Vancouver, or e-mail
info@isscvancouver.com for more de-
tails.

Phil Healy: From the depths
of hell to a gold medal win

DUBLIN – You may have seen
the video.....Phil Healy on that
final 400 metre leg at the Irish
Universities Track and Field
Championships in Santry
where she “came from the
depths of hell” to claim a
thrilling victory in the wom-
en’s 4x400 metre relay.
The video of the University College
Cork sprinter overcoming an incredible
70-80 metre deficit has gone viral in a
way athletics videos just simply do not.
Half a million people have watched the
YouTube video, and that’s not including
sites who have posted it themselves.
It’s been on most major news sites in
Britain and Ireland, on national televi-
sion news in New Zealand, and the ma-
jority of America’s biggest sport sites
It was a demonstration of resilience, of
never-give-up, eyeballs-out running
from the 21-year-old.
It was more, though. It was also a les-
son of hope in the face of overwhelm-
ing odds, and a necessary reminder that
at its best, nothing evokes as much
adrenaline and absolute awe in us as
the beauty of sport.
When Healy stood on the track and
extended her hand, waving to her
teammate to hand over the baton, the
UCC women’s team was fifth and al-
most a quarter of a lap behind the
leader.
So when Healy grabbed the baton, she
started off at a modest jog, not expect-
ing to catch the fastest runners from
the other colleges, including one athlete
who is bound for Rio de Janeiro this
summer to represent Ireland in the 2016
Olympics.
But as Healy kept running she noticed
that she began to gain ground on the
head of the pack. She accelerated and
hit a gear she didn’t think she had. Af-
ter a half a lap she was still fifth, but
not for long.

PHIL HEALY (far right) in action at the Irish Universities Cham-
pionships Track and Field Championships in Santry on April
17.
The announcers suddenly noticed Healy
speeding by her competitors.
“UCC from the depths of hell are
powering through,” an excited an-
nouncer exclaimed.
In the final straightaway Healy came
in three-wide and zoomed past the other
straggling runners.
She raised her arms through the finish
line, crossing barely a second ahead of
respected University of Limerick run-
ner Michelle Finn.
The announcers went wild, screaming
with delight at Healy’s unlikely victory.
Healy herself was so surprised by the

win, she tripped just steps after the fin-
ish line, face-planting exhausted into the
rubber track.
“Ahhh! It’s unbelievable. That is unbe-
lievable,” one of announcers yelled.
“Phil Healy. What a run.”
Healy grew up outside of Cork and
turned down offers to run for Ameri-
can colleges in Michigan, Colorado,
Louisiana and New York to stay close
to home and attend UCC. She is cur-
rently studying nursing and plans to
graduate in 2019.
She now has her sights set on the Eu-
ropean track championships in July in
Amsterdam.

Second Annual Vancouver
Darkness Into Light Walk

VANCOUVER – The second annual Vancouver Darkness into Light walk to
provide support for mental illness and suicide prevention was held on May 7
at the Burnaby Lake venue.
The early morning walk began at 4:30 AM as people gathered at the Burnaby
Lake Rugby Club to walk from the darkness into the light.
Darkness into Light Phoenix Park is an annual fundraiser in Dublin set up by
Pieta House – a suicide and self-harm crisis centre.
It has grown immensely in support and in 2016  over 100 venues across Ire-
land and beyond participated. In Canada, walks were held in Vancouver, To-
ronto, Ottawa and Calgary.
To learn more about their valuable work, visit their Facebook page at: Dark-
ness into Light Vancouver.
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By EIFION
 WILLIAMS

Welsh Society Holds Another
Successful Spring Sale

VANCOUVER – The Vancouver
Welsh Society’s Cambrian Hall
was a popular venue for bargain
hunters on Saturday, April 23, as
the Society held its annual spring
sale.
As in previous years, potential buyers
were lined up outside the hall on 17th

and Main before the doors opened, hop-
ing to pick up the best deals from the
array of goods on display.
The first hour of the sale saw a surge
of customers and brisk sales, while the
flow of people remained steady
throughout the hours of the sale.
As usual, the home-made baked goods
table was very popular. Items such as
Welsh cakes and bara brith, a tradi-
tional Welsh loaf infused with dried fruit,
sell out quickly.
There were also bargains to be found
in electronic items, books, clothing, lug-
gage and household goods.
The silent auction of more valuable
items was also popular and included
items donated by a number of organi-
zations and companies, as well as Welsh
Society members.
Volunteers and customers also took
advantage of the tea room set up in the
Cambrian’s lower hall.
Sale organizers, led by social commit-
tee chair Gillian Rogers, are pleased
with the voluntary assistance each year
by Welsh Society members, friends and
donors to assure the success of the sale.
The spring sale is one of the most suc-
cessful fundraising events in the Soci-
ety’s calendar and proceeds help de-
fray the costs of maintaining the 88-
year-old Cambrian Hall, a grade 2 listed
Vancouver Heritage Building.
The Welsh Society has faced increas-
ing maintenance and repair costs to the
hall in recent years as well as large
annual increases in city taxes.
The next big event for Welsh Society
volunteers will be the European Festi-
val (Eurofest) on May 28 and 29 at
Swangard Stadium.
This is an annual fun event celebrating
European heritage and featuring musi-
cal groups, food vendors, art shows, a
beer tent and several other entertain-
ment activities.
Wales and traditional Welsh culture will
be promoted in the UK tent. Informa-
tion on the Welsh Eurofest participa-
tion can be obtained from Pat Morris,
at druidsgreen@gmail.com.
On the evening of Saturday, May 14,
there will be a quiz night in the Red
Dragon at the Cambrian Hall.
Quiz nights have proved popular in the
past. There are also regular monthly ac-
tivities held at the Cambrian Hall, in-
cluding a Welsh language course, a
book club, a genealogy club and a bilin-
gual religious service. New members
are always welcome.
Further information on the Vancouver
Welsh Society can be found on the So-
ciety’s website www.welshsociety
.com.

THE annual spring sale at the Vancouver Welsh Society’s
Cambrian Hall is an important fundraiser to maintain the herit-
age building.

PICTURED ABOVE: (L) Mary Lewis dressed in traditional Welsh
costume and surrounded by ‘Things Welsh’. (R) Pat Morris
and the ever-popular Welsh bread bara brith.

TWO HARD-WORKING sale volunteers – Lynn and Wilf Owens-
Whalen.

[PHOTOS courtesy of Ruth Baldwin and Paul Lievesley]

PICTURED ABOVE: (L) Welsh Society members Paul Lievesley
(L) and Brian Jones (R) play toe-tapping music during the
sale. (R) Spring Sale organizer Gillian Rogers prepares to wel-
come customers.

IN HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY released last year, Sir Tom revealed
his wife (pictured with him in 1987) twice had cancer scares,
was a heavy smoker and had developed emphysema.

Melinda Rose
Woodward, wife of
singer Tom Jones,
has died in hospital

LOS ANGELES – The wife of singer
Sir Tom Jones has died after a “short
but fierce battle with cancer,” it has
been announced.
Melinda Rose Woodward – known as
Linda – who was married to the star
for 59 years, died on Sunday, April 10
at Cedars Sinai Hospital in Los Ange-
les.
“Surrounded by her husband and loved
ones, she passed away peacefully,” a
statement on 75-year-old Sir Tom’s
website said.
He recently cancelled concerts due to
a “serious illness” in his family.
Famous for hits including Delilah, It’s
Not Unusual and Sex Bomb, Tom had
been due to perform at a number of his
tour dates in Japan, Thailand, South
Korea and the United Arab Emirates,
but apologized to fans after pulling out.
He met his wife, his childhood sweet-
heart, when they were both 12 and
growing up together in Treforest,
Pontypridd. They were married when
they were just 16 years old.
Melinda Trenchard, as she was then,
came from a family of local cinema
owners. They had one child together,
Mark, 59, who now works as Sir Tom’s
manager.
Throughout his career, Linda remained
in the background – she was never seen
at his concerts, and preferred to stay at
the couple’s home in Los Angeles while

he toured the world and later joined
BBC talent contest The Voice as a
judge.
Linda didn’t even join the superstar at
Buckingham Palace when he collected
his knighthood in 2006, or when he per-
formed his 65th birthday homecoming
concert in June 2005 in Pontypridd.
She had joined him for a European tour
at the time of 9/11, but on returning to
America said she didn’t want to go on
a plane ever again.
They had wanted more children, but the
singer revealed in his 2015 autobiogra-
phy, Over The Top And Back, that a
miscarriage had left his wife infertile.
Over the years, Linda had to face alle-
gations of Tom’s numerous affairs and
he said she once hit him, “And I took it
because I knew I was wrong.”
She also became reclusive in later years,
rarely leaving their Beverly Hills home,
where he said she battled emphysema
and had depression.
However, Sir Tom said she remained
the most important person in his life.
“We love one another,” he told the
BBC. “I think love conquers all and it’s
the truth. And a sense of humour... be-
cause we grew up together, we’re both
Welsh.
“You know, growing up in south Wales,
there’s a certain sense of humour
there.”

TOM JONES met his wife, his childhood sweetheart, when they
were both 12 and growing up together in Treforest, Pontypridd
in Wales. He has often described her as the ‘love of my life’,
despite his infamous infidelity and affairs over the course of
their marriage.


