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FANS FLEE in terror as gang drug war escalates in Dublin with
brazen daylight shooting at boxing weigh-in. [More on page 17]

MUSIC, SONG, AND DANCE will resound through the streets of Vancouver from March 10 to 17
during the 12th annual CelticFest Vancouver. See pages 3 & 4 for a listing of all the exciting events
scheduled. Headline events include the Irish Rovers and Ireland’s chart-topping Damien Dempsey.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

HIGHLIGHTS

A WARM WELCOME
FOR REFUGEES
IN SCOTLAND ON

THE |IsLE oF BuTE

Page 10 INTENSE discussions took place in London on January 30 to
° draft a proposal aimed at keeping Britain in the European Un-

BY . LIm IRERpET

e

H pas ion. Pictured above: Prime Minister David Cameron (R) and
_ T CALGARY IRISH Donald Tusk (L), president of the European Council, at Down-
THE1916 Easter Rising was a turning point in Ireland’s history. CULTURAL SOCIETY ing Sweetiollowing the negotiations. [Read more onpage 23]

This year the 100th anniversary will be marked in Ireland and
throughout the world with an extensive programme of events. Pic- CELEBRATES
tured above is the General Post Office, a key site during the 30TH ANN|VERSARY
Rising. Read more on pages 12, 13, and 20. Page 14
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LEARN TO PLAY ONE 2
oF IRELAND’S NATIONAL GAMES | @ . s R A JoHN HUME:

wiTH THE JP RYAN HURLING |5 : _ g ——2 A MAN OF STATURE
D — =
AND CAMOGIE ACADEMY = g IN |RELAND BOTH

Dating back to legendary folkhero
Cua Chulainn, hurling is considered NORTH AND SOUTH

to be the world's fastest field sport [E=A Y Page 16
[READ MORE ON PAGE 15] = : o

ENnDA KENNY

CELEBRATIONS are held around the Worldon Mch t hon—
WIN FREE TICKETS HAS ANNOUNCED our St. David — the patron saint of Wales. Many Welsh people

Win a pair (2) tickets to Festival du Bois, winner will have a choice THE SHORTEST wear one or both of the National symbols of Wales to celebrate
of tickets for either Saturday or Sunday, March 5 or 6. Maillardville’s St. David: the daffodil or the leek on this day. The leek arises
Music Festival, Mackin Park, Coquitlam (See pages 5 & 7 for details). ELECTION CAMPAIGN  f6m an occasion when a troop of Welsh were able to distinguish
Entry by February 26. Mark your entry: Festival du Bois. _ IN |RISH HISTORY  each other from a troop of English enemy dressed in similar
Win a pair (2) tickets to John McDermott Traditionally Yours in P 17 fashion by wearing leeks. Younger girls sometimes wear a tradi-
concert April 15, at North Vancouver Centennial Theatre. Calgary Jack age tional Welsh costume of a Iong woollen skirt, white blouse, wool-
Singer Concert Hall, May 13. Edmonton Shoctor Theatre at the Cita- ° len shawl and a Welsh hat. [Read more on page 24]

del, May 15. (See pages 5 & 7 for details). Entry by March 25. Mark

your entry: John McDermott, North Vancouver or John McDermott, M akING PEACE

Calgary or John McDermott, Edmonton. One entry per location. WITH N
Win author Kevin Dooley’s newest novel: A Dog’s Breakfast. A sur- c % ©
real fiction based on family and social experience and one that en- NORTHERN % Eo
compasses Irish racial memory. Entry February 29. Mark your entry: ’ 0%
Kevin Dooley. |RELAND'S §2§
Entries by e-mail only. Mark the name of the event on your entry, VIOLENT PAST u‘éq
including your name and daytime telephone number. (Only one entry Page 19

per person.) Send to: chutler@telus.net. g




St. Brigid’s Day: Nine

FEBRUARY 2016

things you may not know

)
Here are a few facts you may not
know about St. Brigid's Day and the

saint herself who is also known as
‘Mary of the Gael’:

1. &. Brigid’'sDay, on February 1, of-
ficially marks the start of the pagan
festival of spring.

2. ltisasoknownas‘Imbolc’, or the
Feast of Brigid. It celebrates the ar-
rival of longer, warmer days and the
early signsof spring.

3. ‘Imbolc’ literally means “in the
belly” in the old Irish Neolithic lan-
guage.

4. It is one of the four major “fire”
festivals, referred toin Irish mythol-
ogy. The other three festivals are
Beltane, Lughnasadh, and Samhain.

5. Brigid is one of Ireland’s patron
saints and was known also as a fer-
tility goddessin Celtic mythol ogy.

6. Sheis often referred to as ‘' Brigit
of Kildare', and was said to be the
founder of several monasteries of
nuns, including that of Kildare. Sheis
also associated with perpetual, sacred
flames, and thereisaso ashrine dedi-
cated to her in Kildare.

wamak E have endured along, dark and cold winter

7 but longer, brighter eveningsarefinally onthe
way as of February 1 which marks the first
day of spring, and isalso known as LaFhéile
Bhride, Saint Brigid's Feast Day.

7.Accordingtotradition, Saint Brigid
wasborn at Fochart (or Fothairt), near
Dundalk in Co. Louth.

8. Oneof themost common traditions
of theday isto makeaSaint Brigid's
Cross. These crosses are relatively
simple to make, and traditionally,
Brigid'scrossesaremadeon Brigid's
Eve, January 31. They are usualy
made from fresh rushes, but you can
alsousestrawsif you don't havethem.
They are made in a cross shape with
asquare shapeinthe middlie and then
four arms coming along each side.

9. Somebelievethat the crosseshave
the power to protect the owner’s
home from harm.

AWintered World
Turnsto Spring

By CYNTHIAWALLENTINE
By the Celtic calendar, itisnow
Spring. Imbolgand . Brigid's
Day on February 1, assures us
itistimeto look forward.

Yetitishard not tolook back. Last year
in this space, | mourned the murder of
Kenji Goto. How many have suffered
and died sincethen, in barbaric, theologic
wars?

Bombs and battles spark waves of mi-
gration that will changetheface of his-
tory for generationsto come.

Fromthelong past cometheritualsthat
becamethetraditions of the Celtic year.
Rising like dawn mist to us, Neolithic
and BronzeAge observationsabout life,
death, and human nature ground our re-
spect for the cycle of the human soul,
from birth to death and to the Blessed
Otherworld.

As days grow longer, and darker
weather recedes, it would be easy to
set aside sorrow and worry asone gazes
upon Brigit, the maiden goddess of the
Celtic spring. But Brigit herself isalso
a sooty, underground smithy, not far
removed from the crone Cailleach.

As the patroness of craftspeople, and
fertility, Brigit's gazeis fixed up and
down, backward and forward —for no
artisan, nor wise soul — reaches that
realmuntried.

Art, of mind or hand, requires aknow-
ing that isbestowed only upon testing—
at your craft, or at life. Trueknowingis
an attitudethat holdsyoung and old, bit-
ter and sweet, past and future.

Most would avoid that kind of testing,
and they would not be wrong. But al-
most al arethrust toit, by circumstance,
calling, and conseguences unforeseen
when choices were made.

Itisthered living of life, and itiswhat
allows the soul to mature into immor-
tality, rather than perish in the mortal
dust.

Spring, themost beautiful season, in my
mind, speaks of the unsettled nature of
things. Not here or there, not then, but
now. Whilethe past holdsweight, itis
passed, and there truly is no direction
to go — except forward.

May youtravel light and long, and may,
oneday, your soul bewiseand livefor-
ever. Blessingsof Brigittoyou.

ST.BRIGID -

MARY OF THE GAEL
OBrigid. Mary of the Gael, may thy
protection never fail, spread thy man-
tle over me where’er | pass,
where'er | be. In weather foul, or
weather fair keep meinthey loving
care ‘til | rest, my journey’s over,
with God and thee for evermore.

MADDEN, Michael Boyle
Passed away peacefully on

January 31, 2016 in New
Westminster at the age of 79. He
will be sadly missed by his loving
wife, Arlene, and by his children;
George (Janet), Patrick (Cathy),
Selina, Michael (April), Siobhan
(Mark), William, and Sean; 13
grandchildren; and one soon-to-be
great grandchild. Michael was a
lifetime member of the Knights of
Columbus and he was very active
at Holy Rosary Cathedral in recent
years. He was a professional
musician, an entertainer, and a
past president of the Vancouver
Shamrock Celtic Supporters Club.
Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated on Thursday, February
11, 2016 at 10:00 am at Holy
Rosary Cathedral, 646 Richards
Street, Vancouver, preceded by a
Viewing at 9:30 am. Private
interment to follow.

Kearney’s Columbia-Bowell
Chapel 604-521-4881

Sorm Henry: Winds so strong water fallsflowed upwards

EDINBURGH - Scotland
was battered with strong
winds and rain by Storm
Henry on February 1 but an
extraordinary video from the
Isle of Mull shows that it
wasn't all doom and gloom —
it shows the incredible sight
of a waterfall flowing up-
wards.

As winds reached upwards of 80
miles per hour in some coastal
regions, the waterfalls on the
Ardmeanach Peninsula on Mull
were defying gravity.

It was captured at around midday by
Reuben O’ Connell, who worksfor Isle

of Mull Cottages, as he visited one of
the company’s properties.

Hetold the Press Association, “1 hap-
pened to see that from the gardens of
one of our properties.

“It was about as strong as winds get
around here and you sometimes see
these things and think it is quite spec-
tacular.

“That iswhat isnice about theisland —
itisquitedramaticinthissort of weather.
“Theimpressive spectaclewasin apart
of theisland known as The Wilderness
and has clocked up more than 900,000

views on the letting organisation’s
Facebook page.”

But despite amazing people online,

Don’t Miss a Single Issue...Subscribe Today!

O’ Connell (35), said the sight was not
that unusual for the area.

“We see the waterfall being blown
backwards occasionally, but this one
was particularly dramatic,” he said.

Stunning views are commonplace on
Mull inArgyl!l and Bute, most famous
for itscolourful town of Tobermory.

Storm Henry isthe third named storm
to hammer Britain in recent weeks, fol-
lowing Storm Frank and Storm
Gertrude. It caused more chaos by leav-
ing roads blocked and cutting off power.

A total of 28 flood warnings had been
issued by the Scottish Environment Pro-
tection Agency and the Forth Road
Bridge was closed after winds reached
84 milesper hour.

THE ISLE OF MULL, where
waterfalls were blown back up-
hill during Storm Henry. The
spectacular sight was captured
onvideo by a caretaker for Isle
of Mull Cottages and since he

: = 2] MAIL THIS FORM TO . posted the phenomena online,
) Parts of Moray and Aberdeenshire
ectlor) THE ADDRESS BELOW were hit by flooding as45-foot waves It has clocked up more than
were whipped up by thewinds. 900,000 views.
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| Celtic Culcure

DAMIEN DEMPSEY

THE IRISH ROVERS

VANCOUVER WELSH MEN'S CHOIR

m
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THURSDAY, MARCH I7, VOGUE THEATRE chart-topping folk music hero W/ De Danaan Irish Dancer .jﬁaar ﬁ?ﬁ?anning&ﬂallyhuuley
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with the W/ special guests Vagabonds FRIDAY, MARCH I1
international ambassadors of Irish music! SATURDAY, MARCH 5, IMPERIAL © ST. ANDREW'S WESLEY CHURCH
CELTICFEST CEILIDH nglg. # MOLL

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, IMPERIAL
w/ Blackthorn, Mairi Rankin, Pat Chessell,
BC Regiment Irish Pipes and Drums,
Shot of Scotch dancers + many more!

Irish playwright John B. Keane's uproarious comedy
ST. JAMES HALL: MARCH 10,12, 14
DENTRY'S IRISH GRILL: MARCH I1, 13, 16

DOOLIN'S IRISH PUB WHISKY TASTINGS
MARCH I4: WHISKY 101 INTRODUCTION
MARCH 15: WHISKY 201 INTERMEDIATE

MARCH 16: ADVANCED FOR CONNOISSEURS
Includes 5 scofch/whisky samples @

SHARON SHANNON

SUNDAY, MARCH I3, ST, JAMES HALL
Irish trad-folk accordion legend
co-presented with Rogue Folk Club

CELTICFEST KICK-OFF
W/ HALIFAX WHARF RATS .

OSSN, NARGHTD \ dcggmdvu;n ﬁ:IZ&H . I;Au:dn:n:!;clfllg ﬁ?ﬂ“"[
DOOLIN'S IRISH PUB ©@ aturday & Sunday, Marc ), |

Celebrate all things Celtic all weekend long,
with great music, dance, swordplay, workshaps, food EVENTS
~ and shopping too. Gome on down!

wes Wwww.celticfestvancouver.com

' hmkssiid ns slimess E’J\P_
% S Canadi A BTRh S0ms v | s

ER © Services
-rE
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12" Annual CelticFest Vancouver:

Music, song, and dance - March 10to 17

Vancouver streets, concert halls, and pubs will re-
sound with the sights, sounds, and vibrant spirit of
Celtic culture with the 12th Annua CelticFest Van-
couver from March 10to 17.

The festival features a range of great ticketed shows, along with many free
eventsand activitiesfor thewhole family.

A special pre-festival concert featuring Irish folk music hero Damien Dempsey
on March 5 will set the scene for the great entertainment to come.

CelticFest also proudly presents music icons, Thelrish Roverson St. Patrick’s

Day, March 17.

Western Canada’s largest Celtic celebration offers the best of traditional and
contemporary Celtic culturein all its diversity and vitality — and everyoneis

invited to come along!

“We're looking forward to an amazing festival,” says Executive Festival Pro-

ducer, John Coughlan.

“Wewelcomefolksfrom all acrossthe region and beyond tojoin usin an exciting
celebration of traditional and contemporary Celtic culture, from great concerts
and performances to special events and, of course, the wildly popular Celtic
Village and the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.”

Thefestival’s schedul e of ticketed eventsisa‘must-se€’ list of music, theatre,

tastings, and other great entertainment.

Special pre-festival concert -
DAMIEN DEMPSEY

Saturday, March 5at 8 PM

- Imperial, 319 Main Street

Tickets: $50 general |$75 Premium Seat-
ing |19 years +

Don't miss aspecial pre-festival con-
cert featuring chart-topping Irish folk
music hero, Damien Dempsey.

Thisnorthside Dublin-born singer-song-
writer’'s music has been described as
“traditional Irish music fused with reg-
gae, rock and folk put through a
grounded, working class, worldly-aware
yet caring consciousness.”

From his2000 debut album, They Don't
Teach This Shitin School, hishasbeen
a unique and important voice in Irish
music and culture. Hisfansand collabo-
ratorshaveincluded Brian Eno, Sinéad
O’ Connor, Bob Dylan, U2, and

Morrissey.

Known for hisdynamic live shows, the
festival isthrilled to bring this award-
winning, platinum-selling artist to Van-
couver in what is sure to be a sell-out
show.

Celebrate S. Patrick’s Day with
THEIRISH ROVERS

Thursday, March 17 at 8 PM

- Vogue Theatre, 918 Granville Street
Tickets: $35[$45|$50

They’ ve been delivering their unique
brand of musical joy for 50 years, and
now for the first time, CelticFest wel-
comestheroallicking, rousing ambassa-
dors of Irish music and good cheer to
thefestival!

Hear the much-loved songs of revelry
that have won over generations of fans
theworld over.

Thisis amust-attend concert for fans
of the iconic band on their last world
tour. Where el sewould you want to be
on St. Patrick’s Day?

CelticFest Kick-Off Celebration

HALIFAXWHARFRATS-Thurs
day, March 10 at 7PM

Doolin’s Irish Pub, 654 Nelson
Street - Tickets: $5 (at the door) 19
years +

Join usfor CelticFest’sofficial opening
kick-off featuring the rousing Maritime
and Celtic sounds of Halifax Wharf
Rats.

Their mix of East Coast sounds, clas-

sic rock, Canadian folk, and Irish and
Scottish pub tuneswill have theroom,
and everyoneinit, jumping!

VANCOUVER WELSH MEN’S
CHOIR with special guests

DE DANAAN IRISH DANCERS,
PIPER TIM FANNING

& BALLYHOOLEY -

Friday, March 11 at 7:30 PM

<. Andrews Wesley Church,

1022 Nelson Street

$30 general | Premium Seating $40 | $27
students & seniors

TheVancouver Welsh Men’s Choir re-
turnsto CelticFest’s 2016 lineup after
asold out 2015 show.

On March 11, thefestival presentsthe
glorious 80-voice Vancouver Welsh
Men’sChoair in concert, with De Danaan
Irish Dancers (opening), Piper Tim Fan-
ning and thedynamic band, Balyhooley.

Steeped in the rich Welsh vocal tradi-
tion, the choir present a repertoire of
folk songs, spiritual's, show tunes, and
Canadianainthe stellar acoustics of St.
Andrews Wesley Church.

Founded in 1980, thechoirisnow inits
36" season, and under the dynamic
leadership of Music Director and well-
known soloist Jonathan Quick, assisted
by accompanist Karen Lee-Morlang.

CELTICFEST CEILIDH -
Saturday, March 12 at 8 PM
Imperial, 319 Main Street -

$25 advance | $30 door | 19 years +

Thefestival welcomes back, by popu-
|lar demand, the CelticFest Ceilidh with
aroster of Celtic gold.

This popular event is hosted this year
by Michael Viens and Blackthorn
(house band), joined by many other fa-
vouritelocal artists.

On tap to perform: the BC Regiment
Irish Pipes and Drums, Pat Chessell,
Mary Brunner, Mairi Rankin, Brian
Flanagan (Halifax Wharf Rats), The
Fight Outside, Shot of Scotch, and many
others.

For thefirst timethisyear, the Ceilidh
will also feature renowned dance caller,
Glasgow-born Duncan MacKenzie.

Thiskick-up-your-heelsnight of music
and dance is the beating heart of the
festival, selling out every year.

‘MOLL" - STANDING ROOM
ONLY THEATRE - March 10 - 16

T

HE IRISH ROVERS headline on Thursday, March 17 at the Vog

ue

Theatre, 918 Granville in Vancouver. On their last world tour, these
ambassadors of Irish music have been delivering their unique
brand of musical joy to delighted audiences for 50 years.

DAMIEN DEMPSEY will perform a special pre-festival concert on
Saturday, March 5 at the Imperial, 319 Main Street.

<. James Hall,

3214 W. 10th Avenue
March 10, 12, 14 @ 8 PM
Dentry’slrish Grill,

4450 W. 10th Avenue:
March 11 @ 8 PM

March 13 @ 1 PM,
March 16 @ 7 PM $20

After a successful run of The Weir in
2015, Standing Room Only Thesatrere-
turnsto CelticFest 2016 with aproduc-
tion of Moll by award-winning Irish
playwright John B. Keane.

This uproarious comedy that parodies
the goings-on in arural presbytery in
Kerry inthe 1970s has been described
as"side-splittingly funny.”

It recently had an extended run dueto
phenomenal public demand at Dublin's
Gaiety Theatre.

Vancouver audiences will have the
chancetolaugh and delight at thiswitty
story at two Vancouver venues.

DOOLIN'S IRISH PUB WHISKY
TASTINGS

Doalin’s Irish Pub, 654 Nelson
March 14 @ 7 PM (Whisky 101 —
an introduction for beginners) $30
March 15 @ 7 PM (Whisky 201 —
intermediate tasting) $60

March 16 @ 7 PM (Advanced
Whisky Tasting —for connoisseurs)
$85

Each event includes 5 scotch/whisky
samples 19+ years

There's weeknight fun to be had, as
CelticFest presents the Doolin’s Irish
Pub Whisky Tastingson Monday, Tues-
day and Wednesday —March 14,15 &
16.

Thisyear, CelticFest offers opportuni-
tiesfor aspiring, intermediate and vet-
eran whisky aficionados to come out
and taste.

The Introduction to Whisky 101 opens
the doors to the spirit world for those
seeking basic knowledge and insights.

For the first time they are offering an
intermediate Whisky Tasting 201 for
those who already have an apprecia-
tion and some knowledge, but are seek-
ingmore.

For the third tasting, true whisky en-
thusiasts have an opportunity to learn
even more at the “for connoisseurs’
session.

SHARON SHANNON

Sunday, March 13 at 8 PM

S. James Hall, 3214 W. 10th Ave.
- Co-presented with the Rogue
Folk Club - Tickets: $40|$36 for
Rogue Folk Club Members

In association with the Rogue Folk,
CelticFest presents the eclectic Irish
trad-folk accordion legend Sharon Shan-
non.

While never losing sight of her rootsin
Irish folk music, Shannon has under-
taken amusical journey which hasin-
cluded collaborations with Bono and
Adam Clayton, classical violinist Nigel
Kennedy, reggae legend DenisBovell,
the Kodo Drummers of Japan, aswell
as Steve Earle, Jackson Browne,
Emmy-Lou Harrisand Alison Krauss.

Her reputation for great live showsand
her global connectionshavelead to suc-
cessful concert tours around theworld,
including performancesinthe UK, Eu-
rope, Japan, Australia, the United

States, Canada, and Africa.

PUBS & RESTAURANTS Partici-
pating pubs and restaurants will offer
anarray of performancesby musicians,
bands and dancers throughout
CelticFest, up to and including St.
Patrick’s Day on March 17.

CelticFest 2016 continuesitstradition
of offering a variety of great FREE
eventsfor al to enjoy.

On the weekend of March 12-13, The
Cdtic Villagereturnsto Granville Street
between Robson and Nelson with mu-
sic, dance, fun and frolic, food — and
great shopping, too!

ThisFREE street fair features perform-
ances by some of B.C.’s finest Celtic
music groupson Doolin’sMusic Stage
at Granville and Robson.

Folks can hear the rich harmonies of
Blackthorn, the passionate, smoky vo-
casand Celtic-fuelled sounds of the Pat
Chessdll Band, NovaScotia's Sarah Ann
Chisholm, more than a pint of fervor
and charm from The Clanns, fiery young
folk quartet Elsay, Nova Scotia's fid-
dle, singing, step-dancing sensation
Mairi Rankin, and thelively and ener-
getic West Coast Fiddlers.

L ook for the captivating antics of street
performers: The Green Man can be
found delighting passersby in the Vil-
lage, and Academie Duellowill be back
to showcase historical sword play in
action!

Visiting villagers can shop at the street
market for an array of Celtic treasures
and the works of talented artisans, and
sample from awide selection of food
and fare.

Friends and families can gather and
wander, soaking in that special Celtic
spirit all weekend long.

Throughout the March 12-13 weekend,
TomLeeMusicHall on Granville Street
hostsaseries of fascinating (and, again,
free) CelticFest Performances and
Workshops.

Performancesinclude: Royal Scottish
Country Dance Society’s Demonstra-
tion Team and the EireBorn Irish Danc-
ers.

Musiciansand Celtic music appreciators
alikewill enjoy aseriesof informative
and entertaining workshops: Guitar
Workshop with Tim Readman,
Pennywhistle Workshop with Michelle
Carlide, Bodhran Workshop with Blake
Williams, and aFiddle Workshop with
Mairi Rankin.

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade,
CelticFest’sfun and fabulous signature
event, paints downtown Vancouver in
a glorious emerald green on Sunday
March 13, starting at 11am.

The parade route flows north along
Howe from Pacific to Georgia Street,
drawing spectators from far and wide
to cheer on lively parade participants.

Marching pipe and drum bands, Celtic
music groups, acrobats, drill teams, Irish
& Scottish youth dance groups, and
moreall cometogether for alively, fun
and colourful spectacle.

To join the parade, complete an entry
form by February 15 at
www.celticfestvancouver.com

Event ticketsand thefull festival sched-
ule is posted online at
www.celticfestvancouver.com Single
tickets range from FREE to $85.
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Adele says Trump THE JOINT 1S JUMPIN’
d oesn't h ave perm ISSION . An Evening of Enfertainment !

. featuring

to use her music | .
LONDON - British singer Adele made it clear that she has (5% ﬁf&&c’f
not given permission for anyone to use her music for politi- /77 maecnom

INCIUY

Women's Vocal Ensemble

cal campaigns.

Adele's spokesman issued a statement after Republican U.S. presi-
dential contender Donald Trump played Adele’s 2011 hit Rolling in
the Deep at rallies in lowa, and Mike Huckabee released a YouTube

parody of her 2015 single Hello. Saturday, April 2, 2016 7:00 pm
“ Adele has not given permission for her music to be used for any political cam- Vancouver Alpen Club
paigning,” the singer’s spokesman said in an e-mail. 4875 Victoria Drive, Vancouver
The spokesman did not say whether Adele, whose new album 25 was the big-

gest seller in the United Stateslast year, was contemplating legal steps to pre- Table seating

appetisers & beverages available

Tlckets $30 00.

vent the unauthorised use of her music.

www.vancouverorpheus.org

Clemo's Crusade for Hospice Presents:

Matthew Silverman & Special Guests
A Night of Classical Guitar — March 5th, 2016 at 7:00 PM

St. George's Anglican Church Hall
9160 Church Street, Fort Langley, BC

Doors open 6:30 » Food & Beverage » Silent Auction « Wine Purchase
Tickets: $30.00 — Call: 604-455-0095

Please Note: All ticket sales and funds raised benefit the:

Langley Hospice Society
langleyhospice.com
Providing compassionate care and support since 1983

Société francophone de Maillardville présente

e ,
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Apr. 12 Victoria McPherson Playhouse: 250 386 6121

Apr. 14 Chilliwack Cultural Centre: 604 391 7469

Apr. 15  North Vancouver Centennial Theatre: 604 984 4484

Apr. 16  Duncan Cowichan Performing Arts Centre: 250 748 7529
Apr. 17 Courtenay Sid Williams Theatre: 250 338 2430

Apr. 18 Nanaimo The Port Theatre: 250 754 8550

Apr. 19  Campbell River Tidemark Theatre: 250 287 7465

Apr. 21 Vernon Performing Arts Centre: 250 549 7469

Apr. 23  Kelowna Community Theatre: 250 762 5050

Apr. 24  Kamloops Coast Kamloops Hotel Theatre: 250 374 5483

May 7  Saskatoon Broadway Theatre: 306 652 6556

May 8  Regina University Theatre: 306 525 9999

May 13 Calgary Jack Singer Concert Hall: 403 294 9494

May 15 Edmonton Shoctor Theatre at the Citadel: 780 425 1820
May 24 Grande Prairie Cardinal Theatre: 780 538 0387

May 27 Red Deer Memorial Centre: 403 755 6626

#QUEBECOIS-CELTIC-WORLD-FOLK-MUSIC
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For additional tour dates and more info visit:

www.jolinmedermott.com or www.shantero.com www.festivaldubois.ca




Fate of St. James Hall - Home of The Rogue

FEBRUARY 2016

—to be announced on Saturday, February 13

ANCOUVER - The big newsthismonth

Is that St. James Community Square

has been saved from the devel opers! The

United Church—theformer owners—have
sold the building, which houses St. James Hall, the
venue for Rogue Folk concerts since 2004.

Thesalewent through at theend |

of January. Wearedll very happy
andrelieved!

Not only does the Square house
Rogue shows, it isalso hometo
the Vancouver Youth Symphony,

Phoenix Gymnastics, a Day |

Care, aJapanese pre-school, and
a host of other community
groups.

Over 500,000 “users’ per year
step insidethe venerable venue,
which has been operated as a
community centre by the St.
James Community Square Soci-
ety (at break-even, with no op-
erating funds from government)
for over 22 years!

The society will continueto run
the operation. We cannot yet say
who hasbought it, but all will be
revealed on Satur day, February
13 at 11 AM inthehall, with an
official announcement by the
new ownersduringaVyY SO re-
hearsal.

Later that day The Rogue hosts Coig
—arguably Canada’sfinest Celtic band
these days. We will have a special cel-
ebration at the show. Cdig is a trad.
quartet from Cape Breton.

Thenamemeansfivein Gaelic, but they
arenow afour-piece, with aCD under
the name Coig, so changing the name
to four wouldn’t make sense either!

There are two fiddlers steeped in the
tradition — Chrissie Crowley from
Margaree and Rachel Davis from
Baddeck. Rachel also sings in both
Gaelic and English.

Jason Roach from Cheticamp is the
pianist, and Darren M cMullen rounds
out the quartet on avariety of stringed
instruments — and vocals. He is also
from Nova Scotia, although not from
Cape Breton.

Healso playsin David Francey’sband
and is arenowned recording producer
aswell asabrilliant musician.

The band released Carols — a Christ-
mas CD in December, whichisremark-
ablefor thevariety of musical stylesand
influences — everything from classical
to Celtic with many innovative ideas
along the way.

Itismost definitely not another inalong
line of seasonal recordingsreleased by
all and sundry over the years; theirsis
an inspired collection with meticulous
attentionto detail and fabulousmusician-
ship and arrangements.

Thisreflectstheir approach totraditional
musicaswell. Whilestaying trueto their
Cape Bretonroots, they continueto ab-
sorb influences and ideas from ground
breaking string ensembles like The
Punch Brothers and Scotland’s
Treacherous Orchestra!

One of thefinest sights—and sounds—
in Canadian Celtic musiciswitnessing
thetwo girlsfiddling and stomping, hair-
flying every whichway, asthey soar into
the tunes—driven by McMullen’s gui-
tar and Roach’sinspired piano accom-
paniment.

Wewill leave plenty of room for danc-
ing! For more information about the
band, visit www.coig.ca. Tickets and
concert information areto be found on
www.roguefolk.bc.ca.

Thefollowing week I’m off to Kansas
City for the annual Folk Alliance In-
ternational —a conference/ festival /
workshop extravaganzafeaturing over
2,500 musicians, presenters, radio DJs,
festivals, and music lovers.

It'sone of the highlights of theyear for
me (along with the Edmonton Folk Fes-
tival in August, it has been one of the
inspirational “pillars’ of my year for over
25 years!).

| usually return exhausted and exhila-
rated — bearing one hundred more new
CDs and a treasured stash of memo-
ries.

Too bad I'll miss Matt Andersen’s
concert on the 18" at The Vogue,
though. The New Brunswick guitarist
isoneof themost soulful singersaround,
and he has anew CD, Honest Man.
From February 25 to 27, The Rogue
hosts three quite distinct concerts on
successive nightsat St. James Hall.

Wekick it off with Washington DC sex-
tet The Bumper Jacksons, making
their Vancouver debut — en route to
Wintergrassin Tacoma.

Their infectious blend of early New
Orleansjazz and country bluesfeatures
trumpet, clarinet, trombone, resophonic
guitars, banjos, washboard, and the sul-
try, playful vocals of Jess Eliot
Myhre.

| have been listening to their two CDs
(Sweet Mama Sweet Daddy Come In,
and Too Big World) obsessively for the

Coig — a trad. quartet from Cape Breton is arguably Canada’s

finest Celtic band these days. They play The Rogue on Satur-

day, February 13.

-|'_J '

Irish accordion diva Sharon Shannon plays a Vancouver con-
cert for the first time in 15 years at St. James Hall on Sunday,
March 13....following the annual CelticFest Vancouver St.

Patrick’s Day Parade.

past 12 months or so, and am very ex-
cited about their show. | hope Vancou-
ver can give them a warm welcome.
Check them out on
www.bumperjacksons.com.

Thefollowing night, one of my favour-
ite singers returns after atwo year ab-
sence: Eilen (prod: Eel-uhn) Jewell.
The lowa singer / songwriter has a
uniquely gripping voice and style—part
Loretta Lynn, part Bessie Smith, but
quintessentially her own.

Her music could be described as alt.
country but that would miss the heavy
influence of country blues, and would
tend to overl ook the amazing guitar work
of Jerry Miller — one of the best
rockabilly guitaristson the planet.

Check out their live, extended version
of Shakin' All Over to feel the power
and humour in hisplaying —with tips of
the hat to Chuck Berry, Keith
Richards and more in his style.
www.eilenjewell.com.

On Saturday, February 27, Victoria's
celebrated singer, bassist, and banjoist
Oliver Swain bringshisBigMachine
band (featuring Richard M oody and

Adrian Dolan of The Bills amongst
itsranks) and abrand new collection of
songs — Never More Together.

Ollie has a three-octave vocal range,
and aunique songwriting stylereplete
with catchy riffsand memorable melo-
diesandlines.

A former member of bands like The
Duhks, Red Stick Ramblers, and
QOutlaw Social, Ollie has a solid
grounding in Celtic, Cajun, Folk,
Bluegrass and gypsy jazz. Come and
hear what he and hisfine band haveto
offer. www.oliver swainmusic.com.

The opening act is Twin Bandit, two
young women from Victoriawith adis-
tinctively harmoniousfolk-based sing-
ing style.

The beginning of March sees two of
Canada’'s most celebrated folk acts:
B.C. stringband extraordinaire The
Bills(Mar ch 3), and PEI singer / song-
writer Lennie Gallant (March 4).

TheBillshaveanew CD, Trail of Tales,
coming out this month on Borealis
Records. Fabulous harmony vocals, and
virtuosic musicianship (MarcAtkinson

on guitar, Adrian Dolan onfiddle, ac-
cordion, etc., and Richard Moody on
fiddle are three of the best playersyou
could wish to hear) are trademarks of
thisband.

Lennie Gallant has 11 albums to his
name, two in French and the rest mostly
in English. He is one of the country’s
finest storytellersin song, and will be
backed by histrio.

Saturday, March 5isaVERY BIG day
for folk musicin the Lower Mainland!

Festival du Boistakesplacein Mackin
Park, Maillardville (Coquitlam), with
amazing food, brilliant music, and French
joie de vivre flaunted unashamedly all
over the park and insidethe big tent.

Le Bruit Court Dans La Ville (Andre
Marchand, Lisa Ornstein & Normand
Miron), MAZ (Quebecois folk-jazz),
Reveillons(trad. dance music from Que-
bec), and many more exciting acts per-
form at this year’s festival. Check out
the schedule on www.festivaldubois.ca
and flaunt some Frenchness.

The event a'so runs on Sunday, March
6, so that’swherel’ll be!

A littlefurther east, theamazing fiddler
and step dancer April Verch bringsher
trio to New West's Anvil Centre on
the 5.

Meanwhile, back in Vancouver, there's
aContraDanceat St. JamesHall, and
the truly wondrous singer Aoife
O’ Donovan brings her new CD —aptly
titlted The Magic Hour — to The
Biltmore Cabaret!

Portuguese fado singer Antonio
Zambujo brings his fine band to The
Blueshore Stage at Capilano Univer-
sity —also on March 5!

And that same night, at The lmperial,
Dublin’s chart-topping folk music hero
Damien Dempsey performsagalapre-
festival show for CelticFest Vancouver!

So much great musicin onenight! What
to choose? Whereto go? Ohmy ...

CelticFest Vancouver is one of the
city’smost enjoyable cultural celebra-
tions, and this year’s line-up not only
features the aforementioned Mr.
Dempsey — five days before the festi-
val beginsper se, it also featuresfamed
Irish trad band De Danann —five days
after St. Patrick’'sDay —at The Rogue.

The lrish Rovers play afarewell gig
on the 17" at The Vogue Theatre on
Granville Street. Perfect!

The &. Patrick’s Day Parade takes
place on Sunday, Mar ch 13 thistime,
and that evening Irish accordion diva
Sharon Shannon plays a Vancouver
concert for the first timein —1 think —
15 years, at &. James Hall.

Full information on the festival can be
found on www.cetlicfestvancouver
.com.

Thefestival program book can befound
at al 7-11 stores and music venues and
stores around town — including The
Rogue at St. James Hall, of course.

I’ll have more about CelticFest Vancou-
ver in next month’s column.

And you can hear music by all these

performerson my radio show The Edge

On Folk every Saturday from 8 AM to

noonon CiTRFM 101.9 (streamed live
OonWWW.Citr.ca).

Sainte

Seve Edge
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John McDermott: A delectable
evenlng of story and song

THE JOHN McDERMOTT...TRADITIONALLY YOURS tur across

western Canada kicks off on April 12 in Victoria, B.C. and con-
tinues with dates in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and

Manitoba.

OHN MCDERMOTT isaninternational re-

cording star and household name with plati-

num, double-platinum, triple-platinum al-
A| bums and multiple Juno nominations.

Besideshisstellar musical career, heis
also known for hiscommitment to vet-
erans causes which have earned him
the U.S. Congressional Medal of Hon-
our Society’sBob HopeAward, the Ted
Williams Globe & Anchor Award from
the USMC.

Here at home, he received acommen-
dation from the Canadian Minister of

VeteransAffairsfor thisongoing work,
which includes his foundation
McDermott House Canada.

Thisfacility isdedicated toimproving
careinthefinal stages of terminal ill-
nessand providing awarm, welcoming
place to stay for Canada’s veterans,
military, first respondersand their fami-
lies.

In concert, whether he is sharing the
stage with atopnotch group of musical
friends or touring the world as part of
the famed Three Irish Tenors,
McDermott continuesto enchant audi-
enceswith hisbeautiful voiceand sen-
sitiverenditions.

Thoughtimeand travel haveintroduced
him to a wealth of new material and
experiences, he managestoincorporate
that diversity into his performances,
while retaining the beguiling sense of
humour that endeared him to audiences
from the beginning.

His new western Canada tour will be
launched on April 12 at the Victoria
McPherson Playhousein Victoria, B.C.
and wraps up in Red Deer, Albertaon
May 27.

Datesinclude Chilliwack, North Van-
couver, Duncan, Nanaimo, Campbell
River, Vernon, Kelowna, Kamloops,
Winnipeg, Brandon, Saskatoon, Regina,
MedicineHat, L ethbridge, Calgary, Ed-
monton, Grande Prairie, LIoydminster,
andfinally, Red Deer.

Thetour features songsfrom hislatest
release, Traditionally Yours, as well
asavariety of favouritesfrom hisvast
recording catal ogue.

Thiswill beade ectableevening of story
and song, delivered with charm and
grace by the consummate craftsman
himself, John McDermott.

For tickets and a full schedule of tour
dates, visit: www.shantero.com or
www.johnmcdermott.com.

Festival du Bois: Celtic Flavours
with a French Canadlan Flair

COQUITLAM —Onthefirst weekend
in March, Coquitlam’sMackin Park is
the place to be when the 27" annual
Festival du Boisreturnswith great mu-
sic, dance, food and fun for the whole
family!

Thelilting sounds of fiddle and accor-
dion, the captivating rhythms of foot
percussion, and theenticing smell of hot
poutine and tourtierewill fill theair as
Festival du Boiswarmly welcomesfolks
of all ages, cultures and languages to
come and have some fun.

Folkswho go every year aready know
itisawonderful (and very affordable)
festival experience. For those who've
not attended, why not bring your family
and friendsand giveitatry?

Running from March 4-6, the festival
featuresbrilliant traditiona and contem-
porary folk, rootsand world music and
dance with afrancophone/French Ca-
nadianflair.

Fans of Celtic music will find lots to
enjoy and appreciate what’s on stage.

The 2016 list of artists includes three
legends of Québec’s traditional music
scene—LisaOrnstein, Normand Miron,
and André Marchand.

Collectively known as Le Bruit court
dans la ville (the buzz around town),
theseveteransof groupslike LaBottine
Souriante and others are true musical
masters.

Also on tap, RéVeillons! gathers up
choice tunes from varied eras of
Québécois music, playing jigs, reels,
French songs and step dances with a
dynamicjoiedevivre.

Washington State’s Sonerion playstra-
ditional Fest Noz or Night Party music

Maz start with traditional
Québécois tunes then travel
through the depths of modal
jazz into trance-inducing mod-
ern grooves.

from Brittany, France — performing at
the festival with the dancers of Les
Bretons de Québec.

Themusicians of the Gabriel Dubreuil
Triodraw from Irish, Scottish and North
American traditions in their eclectic,
tradition-based music.

For more adventurous listeners, Maz
invitesyou to hop on awild flying ca-
noeto aworld of original compositions,
starting with traditional Québécoistunes
then traveling through the depths of
modal jazz into trance-inducing modern
grooves.

The Benin-born percussionist/musician
Yoro Noukoussi will draw youinto the
sights, sounds and rhythms of West
Africa

Award-winning Acadian pop/rock art-
ist Danny Boudreau and his group,
Danny Party, add even more exciting
musical diversity tothe mix. And those
are just afew of the artists on tap!

Thefestival opensFriday night, March
4 at Place des Arts, nearby Mackin

Park, with a concert featuring two ex-
traordinary prairiegals.

Saskatchewan-born folk/rock singer
Annette Campaigne (FolleAvoine, Hart
Rouge) and Winnipeg songstress and
violinist Raine Hamiltonjoinforcesina
night of music that will fireyou up and
touch your heart.

And over the weekend, in addition to
the Grand Chapiteau concerts, thereare
special workshops that illuminate the
historical and geographical pathways of
traditional French and Celtic musicin
the Workshop Tent.

You will not want to miss these fasci-
nating and entertaining sessions that
featureanumber of festival artists. The
Youth Zone offers showsand activities
for kidsof all ages, includingAlberta’s
spoon and saw-playing phenomenonLe
Bacheron (Gilbert Parent).

Be prepared to encounter delightful
characters around the site, including
sightingsof themysticd, plaid-wearing,
Ernestine.

Leading uptothefestival weekend, The
Atrium Gallery at Place desArtshosts
ILLUMINIMO - New Worksin Light
Sculpture, an exhibit by artist Sylvie
Roussel-Janssens starting February 19
(free).

The third annual Diner en Plaid, an
evening of traditional French Canadian
food, craft beer, and music, happens at
an undisclosed location Wednesday,
March 2. The dress code? Plaid!

Festival ticketsstart at $15 per day for
adults, with special ratesfor kids, stu-
dents, seniors, families and weekend-
ers. Children 5 and under arefree. Full
festival info and tickets at
festivaldubois.ca.

Rogue Folk Club

Celebrating 28 Years of the best Celtic & Roots!
www.roguefolk.com

Saturday, FEBRUARY 13 | Friday, FEBRUARY 26

Cape Breton's finest Celtic band | Alt Country songwriter with hot
rockabilly backing band

EILEN JEWELL
Saturday, FEBRUARY 27

Victoria bassist / banjoist / singer

OLIVER SWAIN'S
BIG MACHINE

Thursday, MARCH 3
BC Stringband with new CD!

THE BILLS
Friday, MARCH 4

Thursday, FEBRUARY 25
Vintage New Orleans Jazz Meets
Country Blues and raunchy songs | Great Canadian songwriter (PEl)

BUMPER JACKSONS| LENNIE GALLANT
St. James Hall (3214 West 10th Ave.)

Tickets & Info (604) 736-3022

The Foggy Dew Irish Pub

Coquitlam

Is the place to be for all your entertainment needs.
We offer a select menu, great daily Irish specialty
Jfood & beverage, great music, great service,
[friendly faces and lots of fun!

CATCH ALL THE SPORTS ACTION AT THE DEW!
on our 10 plasma & 20 satellite screens

FEBRUARY/MARCH

EVENT CALENDAR
ENTERTAINMENT EVERY

FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT
with: DJ GARY GUNN

Playing all your favourite music

Cateh all the Canucks action & Select NHL

Hockey Games ,‘@
Minors are allowed into our L

establishment from open to 8:00 PM —
must be accompanied by parent or
guardian - Check out our special kids menu

+ For other Select UFC Games — Call to
check

« St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th.
Irish Music — Irish Dancers
at 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm

« Brunch served every day until 3pm
+ .40 cent wings all day to elose Monday
+ We now have 26 Craft Beer on Tap

14 are local Craft Beer

Foggy Dew are always looking to hire ;
« Happy Hour from 3-8 - 7 days a week

quality people — give us a call

WWW.FOGGYDEWIRISHPUB.COM

405 North Road
(in )I.he Executive Plaza Hotel) (6 04)
Coquitlam, B.C. 937-5808

Great
selection
& expert

advice

Guitars

Strings
Percussion

Brass

Serving British Columbia Musicians since 1996

SHOP
ONLINE

Accessories Brands
Print Music
Yamaha
Rent or Buy Jupiter
your Band
" Fender

Eastman
& many more!

FULL SERVICE REPAIRS - LESSONS

Call Today 604.538.0906 Toll Free 1.888.347.7480
1335 Johnston Road in White Rock

NEW 2nd Location formerly Prussin Music

»

| 3607 West Broadway in Vancouver » 604.736.3036
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Veter an Broadcaster

Terry Wogan

hasdied

,aged 77
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THE LIMERICK-BORN presenter Terry Wogan was one of the

best-loved radio and television personalities in the UK and Ire-
land. Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny said Wogan acted as a
bridge between Ireland and Britain, entertaining audiences on

both sides of the Irish Sea.

LONDON —Veteran BBC broadcaster
Sir Terry Wogan has died aged 77, af -
ter ashort illness, hisfamily confirmed
on January 31.

Limerick-born Wogan began hisbroad-
casting career in hisnative Ireland, but
secured hisstatus as a British audience-
magnet with hiseponymoustelevision
chat show, which ran for up to three
times aweek for a decade from 1982.

His many guests included Rock Hud-
son, Dolly Parton, Raquel Welch, Lee
Marvin, Mel Brooks and Anne
Bancroft.

Renowned for hiswit and sense of hu-
mour, colleagues called him a “true
gent” and “abroadcasting legend.”

Wogan began his broadcasting career
in Dublin with RTE, hisbroadcasts of -
ten interrupted by amouse-infestation
of the Henry Street buildingin Dublin.

In acareer that spanned five decades,
his best-loved showsincluded Wogan,
Children in Need and his hosting of
the Eurovision Song Contest.

Heisaso credited for helping musicians
such as Daniel O’Donnell and Foster

and Allen to stardom by airing their
recordson hisradio show.

When he was in charge of the BBC
television game show Blankety Blank
for four years from 1979, audiences
exceeded 20 million.

Hisweekday breakfast programmeon
Radio 2 (1972-84 and 1993-2009)
reached eight million listeners.

And quite certainly some of the many
millions who watched the Eurovision
Song Contest, which he covered on ra-
dio and then television from the early
1970sto 2008, did so morefor hisface-
tious commentariesthan for themusic.

President Michael D. Higgins has led
thetributes, describing him as* one of
the great figures of broadcasting.”

British PrimeMinister David Cameron
said Britain had lost a“hugetalent.”

He was appointed OBE in 1997 and
KBE in 2005. Dual citizenship madeit
possiblefor himto usethetitle Sir.

Terry Wogan is survived by his wife
Helen, whom he married in 1965, two
sons and adaughter. Another daughter
diedininfancy.

1. Linelis by Plantec - Kontakt on
Coop Breizh.

2. The Diamond by Alba's Edge -
Run to Fly on Paddledoo Music.

3. Stanley Park by Aofie
O'Donovan - The Magic Hour
on YepRoc.

4, Gazaremsan by Jocelyn Pettit
Band - Caravan on
Independent.

5. Kometens Hale by Jansberg -
Terra Nova on GO’ Danish.

6. The Irish Brigade by The

Top 10 CeLtic Hits FOR FEBRUARY

Celt In A Twist is local contemporary Celtic radio heard weekly on AM
1470, CJVB in Vancouver.
www.worldbeatcanada.com.

The following is the Celt In A Twist Contemporary Celtic Top 10:

Celt In A Twist Pick Of The Month:
Plantec - Kontakt (Coop Breizh)

Mahones - The Hunger & The
Fight Pt.2 on Whiskey Devil
Records.

7. The Vapourer by Spiro -
Welcome Joy and Welcome
Sorrow on Real World Records.

8. The Five Mile Chase by
Battlefield Band - Beg & Borrow
on Temple Records.

9. Queen of Argyle by Blackthorn
- Open Skies on Independent
10.Catch Me by The Real

McKenzies - Rats in the Burlap
on Fat Wreckchords.

Singer Dolores O’'Riordan
‘alr rage’ incident sentencing

LIMERICK — Cranberries
singer Dolores O’ Riordan
will be sentenced later this
month for head-butting and
spitting on a police officer
following an alleged air rage
incident, acourt has heard.

Themulti-million selling artist pleaded
guilty after being arrested at Shannon
Airport on November 10, 2014 after a
disturbance on atransatlantic flight.

Judge Patrick Durcan told Ennis Dis-
trict Court, “The court’s judgment is
ready.” The sentence will be handed
down on February 24.

O’ Riordan was not in court after being
excused by the judge at the previous
hearing.

The singer, who has since been diag-
nosed as suffering bipolar disorder, ad-
mitted four offencesincluding assault
and obstructing aGardaduring thein-
cident following an Aer Lingus flight
from New York’s JFK airport.

As she was being arrested O’ Riordan
told officers that she was an icon and
the Queen of Limerick.

The tria heard she accused a Garda
officer of groping her and sexually as-
saulting her during the arrest, aclaim
which has since been retracted.

A number of medical reportsweregiven
to the judge with the court told that
medics have suggested the singer was
suffering hypomania, sleep deprivation
and paranoiaat thetime of theincident.

The 44-year-old mother of three chil-
drenwholivesin New York, had sepa-

CRANBERRIES singer Dolores
O’Riordan will be sentenced this
month for a 2014 ‘air rage’ inci-
dent. She was onboard an Aer
Lingus flight from New York to
Shannon when the altercation
took place. She accused a
Garda officer of groping her
and sexually assaulting her dur-
ing the arrest, a claim which has
since been retracted.

rated from her husband in the months
before her arrest.

Following theincident, she was admit-
ted to aresidental facility for ongoing
medical treatment.

Since her arrest, O’ Riordan gave an
extremely vulnerable interview with

Barry Egan of Ireland's Sunday Inde-
pendent where she discussed her bi-
polar disorder,

Her mother, Eileen, earlier told the Lim-
erick Leader that Dolores has suffered
amajor nervous breakdown following
the split from her husband of 21 years,
Duran Duran tour manager Don Burton.

O’ Riordan and Burton have three chil-
drentogether, Taylor (16), Molly (13),
and Dakota (9), who remain with their
father in his native Canada.

According to Egan thetwo splitinmid-
September 2014 and since then
O’ Riordan had been living in hotelsin
New York.

“She has not slept properly in two
months and her moods are, at best, er-
ratic,” hewrites.

“Everyonearound Doloreswantsto see
her come out of this dark placein her
life — but it is a dark place she has
been in, if truth be told, nearly all her
life.

“She was raped at the age of eight for
four years. A sex abuse victim is al-
ways a sex abuse victim.”

In the most recent interview, Egan
asked O’'Riordan if she will see a
counselor, towhich shereplies, “ Sure,
| am a counselor. Aren’'t | counseling
the world? Aren't | after healing bil-
lions of people around the world?

“1 think you getto apointinlifewhere
you can'treally feel pain. You can’t feel
it. You can sing likeahird and heal peo-
ple

“Peoplelook at you and see aproduct.
They don't see a soul. They see an
empty hole,” she added.

CELTIC MUSIC REVIEW

KAILYARDERS
King of the Jolly
The Black Well

Kailyardersare alocal Celtic trio that
rose like the phoenix from the ashes of
Three Row Barley.

Colin Wade the lead vocalist and pro-
lific songwriter writesabout 100 songs
ayear.

Hehasaimpressive background inthe
Celtic culture and song having blended
voices with the Vancouver Scottish
Gaelic Chair, performing in Scotland,
Nova Scotiaand Nashville.

Wade hasastrong voicethat givesdepth
of feelingto tales of seashanties, mists
and ghost ships, to tragic coal miner
songsor the sadnessof immigration and
compassionate unrequited love.

Many of the songs that Wade haswrit-
ten are reflections of time spent in the
Maritimesand Scotland. The songsall
tell astory likeanovel in song.

ChrisWilliscroft isagifted instrumen-
talist playing mandolin, banjo, guitar and
bass. Healsolooksafter sound for the
group.

Bruce McKillican also brings years of
performing Celtic songsto Kailyarders.
Heplaysavariety of jigs, reelson penny
whistle, bodhran, percussion, accordion
and lends his vocals to both lead and
back up.

Kailyarders have released two CDs —
King of the Jolly and The Black Well.

Songs on King of the Jolly include
Maritime Girl; Married to the Sea;

KAILYARDERS

King of the Jolly; Stornoway; Y-
shaped Coffin and Ghostships of
Kerrigans Isle.

Songs on The Black Well include A
Mile Sraight Down; The Black Well;
Where The Wildflowers Grow; A
Young Man's Heart; Mrs McGrath;
Molly At The Rail; Highland Lover’s
Song; Sinkin of this n’that; Celtic
Christmas.

Don’t missKailyarderswhen they play
next inyour neck of thewoods...you're
sure of an enjoyable evening.

For more information on upcoming
shows, visit: www.kailyarders.com.
— Catholine Butler

Winterruptions
2016:
Vancouver’s
favourite winter
festival

VANCOUVER —Vancouver’sfavour-
itewinter festival celebratesits 11" year
withmusic, dance, film, theatre, art, food,
craft, indoor and outdoor activities, and
so much more!

Granvilleldland’s exciting and eclectic
Winterruption Festival runsfrom Feb-
ruary 19to 21, with astunning range of
eventsand performancesall acrossthe
Island.Winterruption promises some-
thing surprising around every corner -
most of it free of charge. The festival
gathersart, music, dance, theatre, film,
family fun, gastronomy, outdoor cel-
ebration and moreinto onebig, exciting
winter celebration for everyone.

Festival highlights include Pop Up
Dances, wheretraditional, popular, and
classical dance‘popsup’ in unexpected
placesaround the Island over the week-
end, and a special screening of A Bal-
lerina’'s Tale, about Misty Copeland, the
first African-American principal dancer
of the American Ballet Theatre.

There are performances by Jacky
Essombe, jazz at Performance Works,
Improv Comedy from Theatresports,
Chix on Stix and face painting, achance
to make maple taffy, beautiful art, ex-
hibits, food, Meet Your MakersArtisan
Brewery and Distilleries Tours, and
more. The full schedule of over 40
events and activities is at
winterruption.com.
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Pierce Brosnan plays
ex-IRA member in new film

DO YOU recognize the man in
this picture? You could be
mistaken.....it's actually Pierce
Brosnan on set in London this
January filming his new movie
in which he plays an ex-IRA
man turned government offical.
Sound familiar?

LONDON - Pierce Brosnan has
sported alook remarkably similar
to Gerry Adamsfor anew film, in
which the former Bond actor plays
an ex-IRA man turned government
official.

Brosnan was snapped in a smart suit
and tie, with agreying white beard and
glassesin alook many have said bears
an uncanny resemblanceto the current
Louth TD and Sinn Fein president
Adams.

Gerry Adams has always denied being
inthe IRA.

Brosnan (62), is playing the character
of Liam Hennessy for afilm based on
the book The Chinaman by Stephen

In retaliation to the storm around the
similarity between the pair Gerry
Adamstook to Twitter saying: “| never
knew Pierce Brosnan was so good | ook-
ing.”

He also recorded a humorous ‘inter-
view’ with An Phoblacht wherehedid
an impersonation of the former Bond
star. Adamssaid, “ The name’s Brosnan,
Pierce Brosnan.”

The Jackie Chan action thriller has a
working title of The Foreigner. It cre-
ated somedramaof itsowninLondon
on Feburary 7 during afilm sequence
when abuswas blown up on Lambeth
Bridge. The stunt sparked panics to
emergency linesasthe scenewasremi-
niscent of the 7/7 bombing where 13
died at Tavistock Square.
"~ \ - 0
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IRISH SNUG

1033 GRANVILLE

WWWJOHNNIEFOX.CA

Sun & Wed - live Irish Music Session

Starts: 7:00 pm

Bring your instrument — all welcome

L @R
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THE scene on Lambeth Brldge when a f|Im crew blew up a bus
in a stunt for the new Jackie Chan film The Foreigner.
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YOUR future is in YOUR hands.
Here is YOUR opportunity to
own YOUR own business.
British Retail & Wholesale Business
Can be purchased or would consider
a working associate relationship.

Contact:
SRTsales.1942@gmail.com

Visit
Mahony & Sons
for your chance

to win a

trip to Ireland!

CamncFest

.

YXRCOUYER

WE'RE A PROUD SPONSOR OF
CELTIC FEST 2016 SO COME JOIN US FOR
ALL THE GREAT LIVE IRISH MUSIC!
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MAHONYANDSONS.COM
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Every Sunday
all Irish Pints only
$6all day
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N Entertaimment
schedule updates:
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Refugees welcomed in Scotland and Canada

Nib2

My own family were regular
summer visitors to Rothesay
whenitsglory dayswerefading
but still detectable.

The boarding house we stayed in
was called “Madeira Villa,” the
name indicative of alast ditch at-
tempt to re-imagine Bute as seri-
ous competition for the newly ac-
cessible sun destinations in Por-
tugal and Spain.

In retrospect that campaign was
doomed from the start. Rothesay
had (and still has) abelaboured line
of palm trees on the seafront and
many a child was persuaded into
the freezing sea by adult cries of
“It'swarmed by the gulf stream.”

But Bute's days as a holiday destina-
tion were numbered as soon asits cli-
enteleturned away fromtheferriesthat
plied the River Clyde and towardsthe
planesat Glasgow airport.

Today you have to look closely to de-
tect signs of Bute'sformer glory.

The ferry dlip at Wemyss Bay, which
connectsthe mainland to theisland, has
room for hundreds of prospectivefoot
passengershbut few folk maketheir way
downit now.

Onthe Rothesay side, themost notable
tourist attraction istherestored Victo-
rian toiletswhich once served the peo-
pledisembarking from the ships.

Towardsthe end of 2015, however, 15
Syrianrefugeefamiliesarrived on Bute,
the national media descended on the
island, and Rothesay sparked to life
again.

Local people donated clothes and
money, food banksrallied around and
volunteers helped prepare houses for
the new islanders.

My personal connection to Rothesay
wasrevived in 2009 through a Scotland/
Canada cultural engagement project
caled “thisiswhoweare.”

Among other places, it linked Rothesay
on Bute with Rothesay in New Bruns-
wick.

Remarkably, my old compadre on the
project, photographer GraemeMurdoch,
isnow living on Bute and involved in
the effort to support the Syrian refu-
gees.

When | contacted Graeme, the eighth
named storm of thewinter had just hit,
carrying winds of over 100 km an hour.

The Syrian families were issued with
hot water bottleswhen they arrived but
that must be little comfort in the face
of an onslaught that, | take no pleasure
inrecording, iscalled Storm Henry (or
Harry).

However, Graeme tells me that “The
Syrianfamiliesseemto have settled well
in spite of the weather and some sour-
ness from a sector of islanders.

“Itisfair to say they have added to the
community and the few who speak
English make for engaging conversa-
tion. Themen all want acard school!”

Assoon as Storm Henry alows him off
Bute, Graemeisgoing to Edinburgh to
visit a large Asian supermarket and
“load my car with bulk producefor the
families: rice, couscous, vine leaves,

DINBURGH — There was atime when the town of
Rothesay on theldland of Butewasthe holiday des-
tination of choicefor many a Scottish family.

By
HARRY
McGRATH

Medjool dates, chick peas, pomegran-
ate sauce....and prayer mats.

“Thenwecan haveaceilidh, with added
spice.”
What ishappening on Buteisakind of

morality talesitting insideamuch big-
ger story.

Small, local acts of kindness like
Graeme's contend with wider agendas
driven by fear and suspicion.

One British tabloid, for instance, re-
ported that alocal woman was*“rudely
abused” by a Syrian teenager in
Rothesay as he passed in a car, even
though the group contains no teenagers
and no cars.

Fortunately, the cause of these “New
Scots,” and those who will follow them
to other parts of Scotland, isbolstered
by the support of the Scottish Govern-
ment which has consistently spoken out
intheir favour.

International Development Minister
HumzaYousaf, erstwhilevisitor to Van-
couver, set thetone by stating that heis
“deeply proud of the Scottish people

PANORAMA from Canada Hill on Rothesay, IsIe of Bute, Scot—
land. Bute folk once gathered at the summit to watch their rela-
tions depart for Canada from the harbour below.
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HEADLINE on two national newspapers welcoming refugees.
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who have extended the warmest possi-
ble hand of friendship to our newest
neighbours.”

The pro-refugee narrative adopted by
Yousaf and other Scottish ministersis
remarkably similar tothat of PrimeMin-
ister Justin Trudeau and his newly
elected Canadian Liberal Government.

Perhapsthis synergy will form the ba-
sisof anew chapter in the “special re-
lationship” between Scotland and
Canada, but that’sacolumn for another

day.
In the meantime, the importance of a

positive attitude to the refugee crisis
cannot be overstated.

Within afew days of each other, Scot-
land’s The National newspaper and the
Toronto Sar ran front pages with re-
lated headlines. One said “Welcometo
Scotland”; the other “Welcome to
Canada.”

Back on Bute, the new arrivals are set-
tling in under the shadow of “Canada
Hill” which is the high point behind

Rothesay.

They say that Butefolk once gathered
at the summit to watch their relations
depart for Canada from the harbour
below.

Scotland’slong history of massemigra-
tion demands that it provide the same
welcomein Scotland that its own emi-
grants anticipated in Canadaand el se-
where.

Thenumber of Syrian refugeeson Bute
is, by comparison, very small but their
story augers well for the bigger chal-
lenges ahead.

Harry McGrath is based in Edin-
burgh, Scotland. Follow him on Twit-
ter: @harrymcgrath?2.

At least 10,000 child refugees have c

Isappeared

and some could bein the hands of traffickers

ROME, Italy —At least 10,000
unaccompanied child refugees
have disappeared in Europe, the
EU’scrimina intelligenceagency
has said, as it warned many
could be in the hands of traf-
fickers.

Brian Donald, Europol’schief of staff,
said the children had vanished after ar-
riving in Europe and registering with
state authorities.

“It’snot unreasonable to say that we're
looking at 10,000-pluschildren,” hesaid.

“Not all of themwill becriminally ex-
ploited; some might have been passed
on to family members. We just don’t
know where they are, what they're
doing or whom they arewith.”

Over one million migrantsand refugees
arrived in Europe last year. Europol
estimates that 27 percent of them are
children.

“Not al of those are unaccompanied,
but we also have evidence that alarge
proportion might be,” Donald told the
British Sunday paper, The Observer,
adding that the 10,000 islikely to bea
conservative estimate.

Some 5,000 of the children have disap-
pearedin Italy, while 1,000 have gone
missing in Sweden.

The comments come days after David
Cameron announced Britain would

AUTHORITIES dealing with Europe’s refugee crisis have lost
track of about 10,000 unaccompanied children amid fears that
organized crime gangs are beginning to exploit the vulnerable
youngsters.

work with the United Nations and take
hundreds of unaccompanied children
from refugee campsin Syria and sur-
rounding countries.

Ministers have asked the UN to flag
“exceptional” caseswhere childrenin
refugee camps near Syria have genu-
inely been separated from their fami-
lies.

However, herejected callsfor the UK
to take 3,000 orphaned refugees who
have reached Europe amid fearsit could
encourage more to make the perilous
journey.

Thecharity Savethe Children hasurged
Britain to accept 3,000 childrenimme-
diately. It estimates 26,000 minors ar-
rived in Europelast year without adults,
and areat risk from traffickersand sex
abusers.

Save the Children Italy spokesman
Michele Prosperi said that Europol,
“sounded an alarm that is based on a
real risk” because thousands of minors
don’t stay within the system of migrant
protection.

“They find themselves in a very vul-

nerable condition, and can be subject
toviolenceor pressure,” Prosperi said.

They look at the traffickers not as a
threat but as people who are trying to
help them finish their journey, he added,
and are very reluctant to tell anything
about their treatment to aid workers or
officialsinItaly for fear that their plans
to continue onward will bejeopardized.

Refugee crisis
In Europe

More than a million migrants and
refugees crossed into Europein 2015,
sparking acrisisas countries strug-
gleto copewith theinflux, and cre-
ating division in the EU over how
best to deal with resettling people.

The symbolic milestone was passed
on 21 December, the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM)
said, with thetotal for land and sea
reaching more than 1,006,000.

The figure covers entries via six
European Union nations - Greece,
Bulgaria, Italy, Spain, Malta and
Cyprus.

Thevast mgjority arrived by seabut
about 34,000 made their way over
land viaTurkey.

Winter has not stemmed the flow of
people - with 54,518 people reach-
ing Europe by sea since the start of
2016.
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SFU Pipe Band brothers
recognized by VPD for bravery

VANCOUVER - Two
Langley brothers, both mem-
bersof Simon Fraser Univer-
sity’s world renowned Pipe
Band and SFU students, have
been awarded the Vancouver
Police Board's highest civil-
ian honour, the Certificate of
Merit, for their roles in sav-
ingalifein August 2014.

Thetwo areamong agroup of individu-
als being honoured by the VPD at a
ceremony at the Roundhouse Commu-
nity Centre.

Brian and Graham Haddon were rec-
ognized for their rolein assisting at a
motor vehicle accident in Vancouver.

At thetimeof theincident, the pipeband
members (Brian, apiper and Graham,
adrummer) weredriving withtheir fam-
ily dlong Marine Drivein morning rush
hour on their way to the Vancouver air-
port —en route to the World Pipe Band
Championshipsin Scotland, atrip that
they make annually to compete with the
SFUPB.

As they passed beneath the Knight
Street overpass they heard horrific
screams after a motorcyclist, waiting
to merge onto Marine Drive, appeared
to have been run over by an SUV com-
ing down the ramp.

Asthey drove past they saw awoman,
still straddling the motorbike, pinned
under the front of the SUV.

The family pulled over and the broth-
ersjumped out, running back into rush
hour traffic and attempted to lift the
SUV off themotorcyclist.

Together with their father and another
motorist they were able to provide
enough space between the woman on

(L-R) Vancouver Police Chief Constable Adam Palmer, Brian
Haddon, Graham Haddon and Vancouver Police board mem-
ber Sherri Magee.

the ground and the car that she could
bedlid out.

“The traffic was heavy and moving
quickly at that time of the day and we
werevery concerned that all of the peo-
ple involved at the scene had the po-
tential to beinjured by the passing cars
being driven by distracted drivers, most
looking at the rescue effort instead of
the road — some even taking pictures
with their phonesasthey drove past at
60+ kph,” recalls mom Lori Haddon.
"It was avery dangerous situation for
everyoneinvolved.”

Haddon says during the rescue Brian
sustained a burn to his calf from the
exhaust pipe of the motorcycle while
holding the SUV upintheair, but held
on despite the pain, ashe knew that the
woman beneath could be injured fur-
ther if the SUV moved lower and
squeezed her body between the SUV
and the road.

Once the motorcyclist was out of dan-
ger onthe side of theroad the Haddons
rendered first aid to her until the Van-

couver Fire Department crew arrived.
Assoon asthe VFD took over her care,
thefamily got back ontheroad intime
to maketheflight to Edinburgh.

Brian, 20, isathird-year health sciences
student and hopes to become a Van-
couver policeofficer. Graham, 19, isin
second year artsbut is studying sciences
and math, with the goal of pursuing a
degreein biomedical physiology and ki-
nesiology.

After he completes his degree at SFU
he will train to become a respiratory
therapist.

The brothers have been membersof the
SFUPB organization since 2002, when
they were barely school-aged (seven
and fiveyearsold), advancing through
al the levels of the Robert Malcolm
Memoria PipeBand, thejuveniledivi-
sion of the SFUPB.

They won the World championshipwith
the Grade 3 band in 2012 — and that
same year, were promoted to the elite
senior band.

Nicola Sturgeon criticises

Scotland Bill funo

EDINBURGH - Scotland
standsto lose billions of pounds
over the next few years under
Treasury proposals for devolv-
ing new powers, thefirst minis-
ter has warned.

The Scotland Bill, which the UK Gov-
ernment wants to enact before
Holyrood electionsin May, will devolve
new powers over tax and welfare, as
agreed after the Scottish independence
referendum.

Alongsidethediscussionsin parliament
about the contents of the Scotland Bill,
politiciansin Westminster and Holyrood
have beenin lengthy talks over a“fis-
cal framework,” laying out how much
Scotland can borrow and how much it
will receive annually from the Treas-

ury.
Both sides say they arekeento find an
agreement by mid-February.

David Bell, professor of economics at
the University of Stirling, said the
framework was*“ arguably moreimpor-
tant” than the Scotland Bill.

The Scottish Government and councils
areresponsiblefor about 60 percent of
public spending in Scotland. But they
raiselittlerevenuedirectly themselves,
so their £30 billion of annual spending

NICOLA STURGEON

is mostly funded by grants from the
Treasury.

The change in those grants from year
to year is determined by the so-called
Barnett Formula: alongstanding, con-
tentious calculation which sets the
grantsto Scotland according to relative
population shares.

Both L ondon and Edinburgh are com-
mitted to keeping the Barnett Formula,
which has historically resulted in a
higher level of per capitapublic spend-
ing in Scotland.

But after further devolution, Scotland
will be able to raise more money for
itself and funding from London will fall.

Thethorniest issuein the negotiations
led by John Swinney, deputy first min-
ister, and Greg Hands, chief secretary
for the Treasury, concerns how the new
grant should be cal culated and adjusted
from year to year.

The key area of disagreement is over

ing deal

the extent to which Scotland could lose
out if its popul ation continuesto grow
more slowly than that of therest of the
UK. The SNPisworried that it would
not be ableto expand itstax base suffi-
ciently toavoidlosing out.

The nationalistswant the adjustment to
take account of Scotland’'s
demographics. If grants were indexed
according to per capita tax revenues,
Scotland’sfinanceswoul d be protected
fromitsweak population growth.

“Theper capitamodel isone of thefac-
torsthat is being discussed”, said the
SNP official. They said that “we want
there to be an agreement but the first
minister has made clear wewon't sign
anything that damages Scotland.”

Thetwo sides dispute whether the pro-
posals on the table meet the principle
of the post-referendum Smith Agree-
ment that neither Scotland or England
will beleft worse off by devolution.

A spokesman for the UK Government
said, “We are committed to agreeing to
afiscal framework which deliversthe
principles set out in the Smith Agree-
ment. Smith was clear that Scotland
should hold Scotland-specific risks,
while the UK should hold UK-wide
risks. We want to agree to a frame-
work that isfair to Scotland and fair to
the rest of the UK.”

2  Branston Pickles & Onions

e English, Irish, Scottish
Cheeses
e British Jams &
== _ Marmalades
Iw?" A large shipment of new
: products has just arrived

e Black & White Pudding § 3

e U.K Style Bangers &
Rashers

e Heinz & H.P. Beans
e Scottish Kippers &

Pace 11

Haddock
e Irish Potato Bread
e Scottish Black Top Bread
e Welsh, Irish, Scottish &
English Teas

Writish Imports
5639 DUNBAR ST.

“41st. & Dunbar™
VANCOUVER, B.C
(604) 261-3688
www.celtictreasurechest.ca

. Chutney’s, Sauces, Biscuits

Are you .Scot yet?

.Scot is the domain name
for the worldwide

family of Scots

It’s now available for individuals,
groups and businesses

connected to Scotland

To FIND OUT HOW TO BECOME A .SCOT VISIT
WWW.DOTSCOT.NET

Learn to play pipes
and drums with the
World Champions!

Interested?

The SFU Pipe Band’s
world-famous teaching
program for children starts
immediately.

Lots of fun ¢ Great instruction

For information, call:

(604) 942-5118




XYl \www.celtic-connection.com

FEBRUARY 2016

MEMBERS of the Irish Heritage Society of Canada at the Irish  L- R [FRONT] Sister Mary Kate, Gertrude and Peter Markin with

seniors’ Christmas luncheon — L-R [FRONT] George McDonnell
with Tony and Gwen McCamley. [BACK] Teresa McDonnell.

- - i e —
MEMBERS of The Irish Benevolent Society of B.C. at the Hilton L-R [FRONT] Mary Hatch, Anne Heaney, Barbara May, and

Hotel Metrotown on December 10 — L-R [FRONT] Marie Morris,
Sharon Brown. [BACK] Maura De Freitas.

Nicki Murphy. [BACK]

Imelda Weafer, Brenda Warren, Pat

Murphy, June Condon, Sister Catherine, and Pat Magee.

Margaret Ward. [BACK] Paddy Hatch, Eamonn Ward, Bernard
Ward, Molly Brown and Kevin Boggan.

(L-R) Alister Todd, Margaret Todd, Eileen Henrluvnle with Joan L-R [FRONT] Bill and Marie Mlller Nuala Griffin, and Lilian Kelly.
[BACK] Gerry Griffin, Doug Browne, Betty Allen, Margaret Browne,

and Tom McLoughlin.

Eilis Courtney and Mike Kelly.

L-R [FRONT] Sam and Flora Young with Marie Drew. [BACK] JIM SPEIRAN and Thomas O’ Flynn proudly display their Van-
couver Irish Sporting and Social Club ties. Both were elected
Honorary Co-Presidents at the recent ISSC annual general meet-
ing. They are pictured in December here at the Irish seniors’
luncheon at the Hilton Hotel Metrotown in Burnaby, B.C.

Cynthia Young, Fran McMahon, and Bernadette Ray.

ENTERTAINERS extraordinaire — Mary Brunner on fiddle with
Michael Viens on guitar and vocals.

r
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Irish
seniors
welcome
the return
of annual
luncheon

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
VANCOUVER —0On December 10
the Irish Heritage Society of
Canada and the Irish Benevolent
Society of B.C. co-hosted the
Irish seniors’ Christmas luncheon
at the Hilton Hotel in Burnaby.

Every tablein the banquet hall wasfilled
to capacity while the room and tables
resplendent with Christmas decor.

There was an air of excitement and
anticipation as guests sat down to a
deliciousdinner of turkey and hamwith
all the Christmastrimmings.

Local Celtic musicians, Michael Viens
and Mary Brunner provided excellent
Celtic and Christmas songs and music
before and during the luncheon.

One can't help noticing all the smiles
and laughter among the seniors at these
luncheons. It’'s obvious how much they
enjoy meeting up with old friends to
catch up on all the news. It also pro-
vides an opportunity to meet new
friends.

Aswith every Irish senior luncheon, the
microphoneisturned over to thefloor
after the meal and the guests entertain
their fellow countrymenwith singing and
dancing, storytelling and jokes...and
thereisno shortage.

Theseluncheonsarelikeabig old-fash-
ioned house party with some amazing
talentintheroom. There' snever enough
hours in the afternoon to hear al the
songs and stories.

No doubt alot of effort goes into or-
ganizing these events and agreat deal
of thanks goesto the board of directors
of the Irish Heritage Society of Canada
and the Irish Benevolent Society of
B.C. for their work.

Itisso gratifying to see such joy onthe
facesof our Irish seniorswho have done
so much to provide the infrastructure,
clubs and organi zations that we enjoy
today.... it's one way of saying thanks
and letting them know how special they
realy are.

Thisyear thelrish Heritage Society has
now submitted anew grant application
to the Department of Foreign Affairs
of the Irish Government to present an-
other round of luncheons.

Watch The Celtic Connection for more
news updates and dates of the next
Irish seniors’ luncheon.

View Google’s virtual tour
of Ireland’s 1916 Easter Rising sites

DUBLIN —Googleistaking Ireland’s
1916 Easter Rising commemorations
global withavirtual tour throughthekey
sitesand events of therebellion.

Rare and previously unpublished mate-
rial will bejust aclick away to millions
worldwidewith the new online exhibi-
tion, narrated by Hollywood star Colin
Farrell.

Using Googletechnol ogy, userscan tour
central Dublinlocationsasthey areto-

day and through photos, stories and
statements witness what happened
thereduring the uprising 100 years ago.

Therisingin Dublin wasasemina mo-
ment in Irish history which ultimately
led to partition and the creation of both
the Republic of Ireland and Northern
Ireland.

Throughout thisyear therewill bemore
than 40 state ceremonial eventsheld as
part of thelreland 2016 Centenary Pro-

gramme, while eventsare also planned
throughout the UK and further afield.

Thevirtual tour is part of acollabora-
tion between Google, the National Li-
brary of Ireland, Military Archives,
Glasnevin Cemetery Museum, the Ab-
bey Theatre, the Royal Irish Academy
and Trinity College Dublin.

TheDublin Rising 1916-2016 Tour can
be accessed at https://
dublinrising.withgoogle.com/
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100" Anniversary of the Easter Rising
1916-2016 Commemoratlon Banquet

VANCOUVER - Organizers with the
Vancouver Easter Rising Committee
have announced the guest speaker for
the 1916 Commemoration Banquet.

ChrisMacManus of the Sligo/Leitrim
Constituency inlreland will bethe hon-
oured guest at the banquet on April 23
at the Hilton Hotel Metrotown in
Burnaby.

This spectacular galabanquet evening
to commemorate the 100" anniversary
of Ireland’s 1916 Easter Rebellion, in-
cludes music and entertainment with
performances by Blackthorn, Pat
Chessell, immy Cole, RebeccaBlair,
(harpist), and the De Danann Irish
Dancers.

Thel916 Easter Rising, akey moment
on Ireland’s path to independence. This
historic anniversary will be markedin
Ireland and throughout the world as a
major occasion with an extensive pro-
gramme of events.

A year-long Easter Rising commemo-
rative programmewith theemphasison
remembrance and reconciliation has
been unveiled by the Government of
Ireland.

Thereisalso asubstantial international
dimension to the Rising commemora-
tions with Irish diaspora around the
world.

Ray Bassett, the Ambassador of Ire-
land to Canada has said, “ The events
of 1916 had asemind effect onthelong
road to anindependent Statein Ireland.

“Therefore, thishistoric anniversary will
bemarkedin Ireland and throughout the
world asamajor occasion. Those of us
who are of an age, can remember viv-
idly thecommemorationsin 1966 for the
50th anniversary.

“From the outset, | want to makeit very
clear that the commemoration of 1916
doesnot belong to any group, individual
or even the Irish State. It is part of our
common heritage.

“Therefore herein Canada, | am seek-
ing to promote the widest community
participation. Thecommemoration here
will, in the main, be decentralised and
local.

“We arerequesting all organisationsto
includethecommemorationintheir cal-
endar of eventsfor 2016. Some organi-
sationshave already indicated to usthat
itwill anintrinsic element in their 2016
programme. | would greatly encourage
thisapproach.

“Against that background, | would en-
visage ayear-long list of activities, by
necessity thesewill likely peak around
Saint Patrick’s Day and even more es-
pecialy around 23 April, the actual date
of theRising.”

For tickets and information about the
1916-2016 Commemoration Banquet
at the Hilton Hotel Metrotown in
Burnaby on Saturday, April 23, call
Bernard Ward at (604) 218-7524 or
George McDonnell at (604) 948-
2885.

Womn sRIe In 1916 Rising
Examined at free lecture at SFU

By ITAKANE-WILSON
VANCOUVER - Ireland’s com-
memoration of the centenary of
the 1916 Easter Rising will be
marked in Vancouver by a series
of community events throughout
the month of April.

For the Irish Women’s Network of BC,
therole of women in the Easter Rising
is something they wanted to acknowl-
edge and provideaplatformfor discus-
son.

In collaboration with professorsWilleen
Keough and Dara Culhane from the
Faculty of Artsand Social Sciences at
Simon Fraser University, the IWN is
very pleased to announce afree public
lecture followed by a reception and
community gathering onApril 7, 2016
at 7 PM inthe Segal Rooms, SFU Har-
bour Centre, 515 West Hastings Street.

Thetalk by Dr. Mary McAuliffeisen-
titled: ‘ Realists and | dealists; Women
of the Easter Rising, 1916'.

Almost 300 women, either members of
Cumann namBan or the Irish Citizen
Army, participated in the Easter Ris-
ing. Who were these women and what
motivated them to becomeinvolvedin
aviolent uprising?

IRISH WOMEN'’S
NETWORK OF BC

By researching their involvement inthe
various nationalist, feminist and social-
ist movements of the first decades of
the Twentieth Century, we can chart
their ‘routes’ torevolution.

Understanding the motivations of poli-
tics, class and gender allows the more
nuanced, bal anced, complex historiesof
theRising to emerge.

Dr. Mary McAuliffe is a lecturer in
Women's Studies at University College
Dublin. Sheisaspecialistinwomen’s
radicalismin early Twentieth Century
Ireland and has published her work
widely in four books, seven edited/co-
edited books, and numerous scholarly
journals.

She was also co-producer/historical
consultant/script-writer for the docu-
mentary Cumann na mBan 100
(Broadcasting Authority of Ireland) and
akey contributor to Dublin’sartisticand
legacy project titled 1916: Richmond
Barracks.

On the eve of her visit to Vancouver,
sheand co-author Liz Gilliswill launch
anew book with Four Courts entitled
Realists and Idealists: 77 Women of
the Easter Rising.

ThelWN wishesto sincerely thank all
the sponsorsinvolved including the SFU
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
Dean Speaker’s Fund, the Embassy of
Ireland, Ottawa, Department of Soci-
ology and Anthropology, SFU, Dept. of
History, SFU Dept. of Gender, Sexual -
ity, and Women's Studies, SFU and Cafe
Minerva.

To register for the event, please go to:
http://websurvey.sfu.ca/survey/
231703936.

To check out other commemorative
events happening across Canada, go to
the Embassy of Ireland’swebsitetofind
out more at: www.dfa.iefirish-embassy/
canada/news-and-events/2015/com-
memorations-in-canada.

Say I love you

with the Claddagh ring
~ meaning love, friendship & loyalty ~

Wide selection of styles available in gold, silver,
diamonds and semi-precious stones.

Find this collection and other fine items at

Celcic Creations

Tel: 604-903-8704 | 2nd level Lonsdale Quay Market
www.CelticCreations.net  Email: Celticereations@telus.net

IRISH NEWCOMERS INFORMATION AND
NETWORKING SEMINAR

When: Saturday, March 5, 2pm - 5pm
Where: BCIT Downtown campus, 555 Seyvmour St,
Vancouver

Free seminar for all rish Newcomers; learn from a HRE consultant about
job hunting, making vour Irish CV into a Canadian resume, information
interviews and tips for finding a job. Network with established members
of the Irish community; make new friends and pick up other useful tips

aboul settling in Vancouver,

Social gathering afterwards (venue TEA).

To register for this free seminar, go to:
www.surveymonkey.com/rmarsseminar

Sponsored by the Irsh Government’s Emigrant Support Progmm

WiLLIAM KELLY & SONS - Group of Companies

* Complete Mechanical Contracting™

British Columbia * Alberta * Saskatchewan * California
Call us at: (604) 278-3553 or visit our website at: www.wkellyandsons.com

Locations in:
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THE Seton House of Prayer is operated under the auspices of
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Nelson, B.C. This year Okanagan
Irish Society will participate in a fundraising Celtic concert to
support this peaceful ecumenical retreat centre.

Seton House of Prayer:
A peaceful retreat house
for those of all faiths

KELOWNA, B.C. — Each
year in the City of Kelowna
there is an annual fundraiser
in aid of Seton House of
Prayer, a beautifully located
retreat centre in the hills
above the Upper Mission
area of Kelowna

Thiswonderful facility isoperated un-
der the auspices of the Roman Catho-
lic Diocese of Nelson. Their outreach
isecumenical.

Asaresult, the staff of theretreat cen-
tre welcome many individuals and
groupsfrom variousfaith communities
and servicegroupsto spend afew hours,
aday or aweekend in an atmosphere
of peace and silent reflection while en-
joying the beauty of nature.

Theannual fundraiser for Seton House
thisyear isatheatre production.

OnApril 21, Ceol nahEireann (Music
of Ireland) of the Okanagan Irish Soci-
ety, together with dancers from the
Blakey Okanagan School of Irish
Dance, some of the diocesan priests,
members of the Kelowna Pipe Band
and the staff of Seton House are putting
on a Celtic concert at the Kelowna

Community Theatre on Water Streetin
Kelowna.

All aredonating their timeand talent to
Seton House, with the result that all
funds raised from this venture will go
to Seton House of Prayer.

Doors to the foyer of the theatre will
open at 6 PM, doors into the theatre
will open at 6:30 PM and the concert
will begin at 7 PM. This will be an
evening of great live entertainment
whileasilent auction will be conducted
inthefoyer of the theatre ahead of the
concert and during theintermission.

Tickets are $25 each and can be pur-
chased from any member of the Ceol
nahEireann band, all parish officesin
the Kelowna area, Loaves and Fishes
downtown K elownaand at the door of
the theatre the night of the concert.

Everyoneisinvited to support thiswor-
thy venture. Seton House of Prayer is
there for all, when we need a quiet
place, aplace of refuge, aplace where
we can quite openly say: “Thank you
God.”

For further information about thethea-
treconcert, call EthnaTutt at (778) 480-
4996. For further information about
Seton House of Prayer, call Donna at
(250) 764-4333.

Seton House also welcomes those who come from beyond the
diocese of Nelson who wish to visit for a few hours or a few days.
Staff have tried to create an atmosphere of prayer and devotion
at Seton House and everyone is encouraged to experience the
quiet of this holy ground for an hour, a day, a weekend or longer.
Guests can walk the outside Way of the Cross; spend time with
Mary in Mary's Grove; walk the Labyrinth; spend time with the
Blessed Sacrament in St. Joseph's Chapel. Pictured above is a
sculpture of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals.

1986-2016: Celebrating 30 years

ALGARY —Mar-
tin Cowman, a
founding member
of the Irish Cul-
tural Society recently shared
some early memories of the
club which celebratesits 30th
anniversary thisyear.

Intheearly 1980sagroup of Irishim-
migrantsdecided that Calgary, asabur-
geoning metropolis, was in need of a

society which would reflect the cultural
uniqueness of their backgrounds.

Asinmost North American citiesthere
had been attemptsto establish an Irish
clubinCalgary, dl of which had failed,
probably for alack of focusontruelrish
culture—enough said!

The 1980s group, spearheaded by aman
whosevision hasnow cometo fruition,
Dan Bolger, formalized the Irish Cul-
tural Society.

The society wasincorporated under the
AlbertaConsumer & CorporateAffairs
Department on February 10, 1986. Dur-
ing the period 1986 to 1990, thefound-
ing membersmet in each other’shomes,
and work bees were set up for news-
letter mail-outs.

A more formal strategy session was
held in ameeting roomin the Carriage
HouseHotel on Macleod Trail, at which
an interim board of directors was
elected.

A decision was made at one of these
meetingsto acquire amore permanent
facility for the pursuit of the objectives
of the proposed society.

Cowman said, “ Since | wasthen an ac-
credited real estate appraiser
(AACI), my knowledge of available
properties throughout the city was
sought.”

He describes how the present |ocation
of theIrish Cultural Society clubhouse
was established in northwest Calgary.

“ After some research | discovered a
Parks Department storage depot, lo-
cated at 6452 - 35 Avenue NW which
was in astate of disrepair at the time.

“After further investigation, | discov-
ered that because of its condition and
historical importance to Bowness, the
community was prepared to endorse,
in principle, a leasing arrangement
whichwould seethe property improved
to acceptable community standards.

MARTIN COWMAN

“Moreimportantly thebuilding was con-
sidered surplusto the Parks Department
Inventory. After discussions with the
appropriate city departments and the
ward alderman, aletter of intent tolease
the property was signed and was later
formalized by a lease agreement ex-
ecuted by the Irish Cultural Society and
the City of Calgary.”

The records are now available for re-
search at Calgary City Hall Archives.

Cowman continued, “An amusing
sidebar to the aboveisthat at thetime
the deal was sealed, the Hell’sAngels
clubhouse wasin the next block.

“This was considered an added secu-
rity for the centre by somelrish cynics,
asthe clubhouse was under almost con-
stant surveillance by the police depart-
ment!”

of Irish Culture mCaIgary

With the premises secured, renovations
of the newly-leased building were un-
dertaken. To bring it up to occupancy
standards major interior improvements
were necessary, including new floor-
ing, cladding, interior wall replacements,
plumbing, etc.

“Thecost for upgrading of the building
was funded by volunteer-driven bingo
proceeds. | was honoured to be bingo
director at that time, and over a four-
year period we rai sed $500,0000.

“Thismoney was spent on renovations
to give us the great centre we enjoy
today. As a personal observation, our
success has been due to acommitment
by the members to work together in a
true spirit of cooperation and respect
for each other and the Bowness com-
munity.”

Martin says a solid contingent of vol-
unteers hel ped raise the fundsto reno-
vatethe cultural centrewith aleast 15
to 20 membersat every Saturday bingo
night.

“1t goeswithout saying that grant mon-
ies received over the years from the
AlbertaProvincial Government and the
City of Calgary were spent judiciously
and helped immeasurably in upgrading
theIrish cultural centre.”

Thelrish Cultural Society hashbeen go-
ing strong for 30 years now, and this
year will host an extra-special celebra-
tion at thisyear’s Green Tie Affair on
March 12. Tickets available at:
www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-green-tie-af -
fair-tickets, or e-mail:
calgaryics@gmail.com.

BUNRATTY HALL at the home of the Irish Cultural Society in
Bowness, NW Calgary, set up for a banquet. Over $500,000 was
raised by volunteer-driven bingos to help with renovations and

upgrades.

NOVENAS

NOVENA TO
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary (never
known to fail). O most beautiful flower
of Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendour
of Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God. Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this my necessity. There are none
that can withstand your power. O show
me herein you are my Mother, Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee (three times).
Sweet Mother, | place this cause in your
hands (three times). Holy Spirit, you
who solve all problems, light all roads
so that | can attain my goal. You gave
me the Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me. This prayer must be
said for three days, even after the request
is granted and the favour received, it must
be published.

— PKM, MJ, CC, CK, ED, RD, LM

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY

O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,
your love for God and charity for his
creatures, made you worthy, when on
earth, to possess miraculous powers.
Encouraged by this thought, | implore
you to obtain for me (request). O gen-
tle and loving St. Anthony, whose heart
was ever full of human sympathy, whis-
per my petition into the ears of the
sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to be
folded in your arms; and the gratitude
of my heart will ever be yours. Amen.

- SVsS

NOVENA TO ST. CLARE

God of mercy you inspired Saint Clare
with the love of poverty. By the help of
her prayers may we follow Christin pov-
erty of spirit and come to the joyful vi-
sion of your glory in the Kingom of
Heaven. We ask this through Our Lord
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever. Amen. — SVS

Publication of this prayer is $25 monthly

(Canadian

residents include 5% GST)

FEBRUARY PRAYER
FOR PROTECTION
Watch, O Lord, with those who
wake, or watch, or weep tonight,
and give Your angels and saints
charge over thosewho sleep. Tend
Your sick ones, O Lord Christ.
Rest Your weary ones. BlessYour
dying ones. Soothe Your suffering
ones. Pity Your afflicted ones.
Shield Your joyousones, anddl for

Your love's sake. Amen.
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Learn to play one
of Ireland’s Natlonal Games

By COLIN O'FLYNN
VANCOUVER —For thefirst time
ever, the JP Ryan's Club will be
running a hurling and camogie
academy for beginnerswho arein-
terested in learning the skills of
Ireland’s national sport.

Theclubislooking for men and women
over the age of 18 to participatein the
six week program, which will teach you
the basics of the sport.

Therewill beatotal of 12 practice ses-
sions, each session will concentrate on
adifferent core skill but will progress
inamanner that will require the skills
previously learned to carry out the new
skill of the evening.

Coaching will be hands on and every
player will receive the attention he/she
needs to master the new skills.

Training will be run twice aweek for
six weeks beginning in the third week
of March to the end of April. At this
point, theregular hurling and camogie
season will commencefor anyonewho
wantsto continue playing for the sum-
mer.

Equipment will be provided for the six
week program for rent with the option
of purchasing outright al so.

Please visit the JP Ryan Club website
at www.jpryanshurlingacademy.com
for costs, locations and date/times. You
can also contact us on
info@jpryanshurlingacademy.com or
visit Facebook J P. Ryan’'s Hurling
Academy Vancouver.

ABouT THEACADEMY
Hurling and camogie are native Irish
sports that have been played for more
than 3,000 years and hurling is consid-
ered to be the fastest field sport in the
world.

JPRyan’sHurling & Camogieclub has
shown great growth within the Irish
community in Vancouver sinceitsin-

THE JOSEPH P RYANS women’s camogie team won the 2015
North American Intermediate Camogie Championship Cup at
the championships in Chicago last year.

THE NORTH AMERICAN Junior A Hurling Champions 2014, Van-
couver’s Joseph P Ryans men'’s hurling team. They took the cup
in Boston, Massachusetts where 120 teams, and 2,500 players
competed for North American bragging rights in several grades
of men’s and ladies Gaelic football, hurling, and camogie.

ception, butitistimetoexpandthegame 1. To Increase the number of people
of hurling further than this. playing hurling in'VVancouver

Webelievethat everybody should have
the opportunity to take part in our game
and enjoy it aswe do!

TheAcademy was created with thein-
tention of achieving thefollowing goals,

2. Togivenew hurlersthe basic knowl-
edge and skills of the game

3. To build asustainabl e core group of
permanent Hurlersthat can contribute
towards creating an enjoyable and com-
petitivelocal leaguein the near future.

Two Informative and fun
events for Irish in Vancouver

VANCOUVER -It'salovely night for
aquiz and Thursday, February 18 will
bejust that so get yourselves down to
Rainier Provisions, 2 West Cordova,
Vancouver by 8 PM for atable quiz.

Limited spaces available so don't de-
lay. $10 per person; 4 people per table.
Great prizes. Fundsraised will be used
in support of Irish in Vancouver so
come out and support yourselves.
RSVP to theirishinvancouver
@gmail.com.

Irish Government’s Emigrant Support
Program, thisseminar comeshighly rec-
ommended by previous attendees as
extremely informative and helpful with
updating your resume, job searching,
information interviewsand lotsmore.

Established Irish community members
are encouraged to come along to wel-
come newcomers and share their ex-
perience. Registration important —
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
Mar5seminar.

IRISH IN VANCOUVER

Irish Newcomers: Come to a free in-
formation and networking seminar on
Saturday, March 5. Sponsored by the

Ireland/Canada driver license exchange agreed

IRL CONSTRUCTION LTD
@Quality - Control - Results

= Field Management
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PH: T78-320-DDE9
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| 161 8-130th Street, Surrey, B.C. V3R 2Y3
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e-rmail: davd@pwirenchless com

DUBLIN —Irishdriving licenceswill berecognisedin New-
foundland and L abrador in Canada, and their licencesrec-
ognised here, under anew deal reached between the two
governments.

Previously, Irish people moving there had to register asa
learner and take another test because their Irish licence
wasn’t recognised and they couldn’t swap it for a local
licence.

Thelack of recognition was also ahindrancefor Irish peo-
plereturning to Ireland, if they had donetheir driving test
in Canada’s most easterly province.

Under the agreement holders of afull Irish driving licence

who take up residencein Newfoundland and L abrador will
be able to automatically exchangetheir licencefor alocal
onewithout having to re-sit their test.

It follows similar agreements reached between Ireland and
Ontarioin 2014, and Manitobain 2015.

Three other Canadian provinces — New Brunswick, Sas-
katchewan and British Columbia— unilaterally exchange
local licencesfor Irish licences. But thereis still no agree-
ment in place for the provinces of Alberta, Nova Scotia,
Quebec or Prince Edward Island.

Road Safety Authority is continuing to work with the other
Canadian provincesto secure similar agreements.

The Legal
= | = Alternative

(L.A.C. Courier Div. of 387164 B.C. Ltd.)

Guaranteed Economical Overnight
Delivery Service For Barristers and
Solicitors Throughout the Lower Mainland
* Delivery within 2 days to Victoria.

Call (604) 873-3738
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Hume: From Politics to History

THE VIEW
FROM IRELAND

By
'y MAURICE
‘ FITZPATRICK

AST Novem-

ber John

Hume's wife,

Pat Hume, ap-
peared on Miriam O’
Callaghan’s Sunday with
Miriam programme, on
RTE Radio 1, to speak
about her husband in ad-
vance of the launch of a
book on his life and
work.

Of all theissues covered inthe conver-
sation, the one that caused most com-
mentin Ireland related to John Hume's
health condition.

Hehas, Pat Hume explained, been suf-
fering from dementia for many years
and his memory has now deteriorated
very considerably. Pat Hume praised
the people of Derry City for their com-
passion and support for her husband:
taxi driverswho see him wanderingin
the streets stop and ensure that he gets
home safely.

Derry, shestated, isadementiafriendly
city. The public outpouring of sympa-
thy for Hume'shealth, however, ismore
areflection of Ireland’sview of Hume
thanthefact that he suffersfromarela-
tively common affliction.

Humeisafigureof rare staturein Ire-
land, both North and South. In the
North, heisinevitably associated with
the party he co-founded, the SDL P (So-
cial Democratic Labour Party), and
seen asthe dominant nationalist politi-
cal leader of thelatter part of thetwen-
tieth century, albeit one who was also
largely accepted by unionistsasasane
and sensible voice throughout his ca-
reer.

In the South, Hume was for four dec-
ades an enormoudly authoritative politi-
cal figure. National newspapers, the
national broadcaster and successive
governments|ooked to Hume far more
than to anyone el se as atouchstone for
Northern affairs. An interpreter and
educator, Hume's authority on the
Northern Irish crisisoutstripped that of
anyone elseontheisland.

Itisfitting, given hisolder ageand the
indebtedness that Irish people feel to-
wards Hume, that an insightful and
wide-ranging collection of essays on
Hume should issuejust now.

Editors of John Hume: Irish Peace-
maker, Sean Farren and Denis
Haughey, assembled anillustriousgroup
of politicians, diplomatsand academics
to assess John Hume' swork and legacy
inthisbook.

President Bill Clinton, in his Foreword
to thisbook, praises*“ John’s unwaver-
ing willingnessto elevate principleand
peace over person and party.”

Hume belongs to that rare species of

politician who create amandate based
on conviction rather than the impulse

JOHN HUME, former leader of
the SDLP, pictured in his home
city of Derry.

of self-advancement. It is consistent
therefore that when the moment came
to“bring the IRA infromthecold” he
was willing to do so even at great ex-
penseto hisparty electorally.

Along with the Ulster Unionist Party,
the centrist parties’ hold in the North
hollowed out in the wake of the Good
Friday Agreement (1998) and morees-
pecialy after the St. Andrew’s Agree-
ment (2006).

Those resolutely opposed to compro-
mise and power-sharing for decades,
didjust that when the prospect of hold-
ing power intheir own hands presented
itself.

For asweep of clearheaded analysis of
the Troubles and the Peace Process,
Sean O hUiginn’s chapter is outstand-
ing.

A former Irish Ambassador to the USA,
he touches on the importance of U.S.
involvement in this book; Nancy
Soderberg’'s chapter develops this
theme.

Soderberg staffed Irish affairs for
President Clinton, as she had done for
Senator Ted Kennedy before.

ShetracesU.S. Congressional support
for an equitable agreement inthe North
intandem with the support of the White
House, from President Jimmy Carter’s
1977 promise of support through to the
presidency of Bill Clinton.

Full awareness of the work that legis-
lators did, and the uninterrupted com-
mitment of Speaker Tip O’ Neill in par-
ticular, is unfortunately all too often
airbrushed out of history now, sup-
planted by a simplistic reading of the
Peace Process as having begun with
the“ Adamsvisa(1994).”

Soderberg’shistorical markersserve as
useful correctives against that perspec-
tive.

Amid the rostrum of these well quali-
fied commentators on Hume, it may be
churlishtoidentify the absence of other
contributors, particularly sinceall of the
dimensions of Hume's career and
achievement are certainly impossibleto
fully encompassin onevolume.

Still, thetestimony of hisdeputy |eader
during the 1980s and 1990s, Seamus
Mallon, could have given thisbook an
added clarity.

Mallon’s commentary on Humein re-
cent years has been critical of his“nar-

rowness” and “ selfishness.”

DoesMallon hold Humeresponsiblefor
the increasing marginalisation of the
SDLPin NorthernIrish affairs?

Mallon’scriticismsaside, he continues
to fulsomely acknowledge Hume's ex-
traordinary capacity and achievement.
Intheirimplacableoppositionto violence
and their commitment to constitutional
politics, they alwaysremained united.

This book ends with a chapter by Pat
Hume detailing the human and familial
side of her husband.

Mother to hisfive children, Pat Hume
held down a job as a teacher and yet
also managed to be her husband’s po-
litical manager all her life. (She gener-
ously acknowledges the support of
friends, family and neighboursinachiev-
ing that balancing act).

She also credits astute police work
which alerted her to the worst attacks
and threatsto her home: it was repeat-
edly bombed, the threat that members
of her family could be kidnapped or
harmed was constant, and occasionally
the family had to evacuate.

When her hedlth started to suffer inthe
late 1980s as a consequence of this
harassment, aweekend house in Don-
egal became a haven from the chaos
of Derry and asuccour to the family.

In Donegal, after a life of extreme
stress, international travel and an ex-
hausting schedul e, John Hume now en-
joys peace.

AsAudenwroteof Mélville: “Towards
the end he sailed into an extraordinary
mildness, and anchored in hishomeand
reached hiswife. And rode within the
harbour of her hand...”

Humeisafamiliar figurein local res-
taurantsand barsand it isnot unknown
for him to walk into a restaurant — ei-
ther in Donegal and Derry — and for
everyoneto stand up.

Historical figures emerge more slowly
than political ones, but when they do
their permanenceis far more secure.

Hume'spalitical career concluded more
than adecade ago and the delicate shift
towards seeing his place in Irish his-
tory asdistinct from hispresencewithin
the contemporary political landscape
will become more pronounced astime
passes.

Thisbook playsan admirablepartinthe
ordering and chronicling of Hume'srole
in Irish history. Timeitself will do the
rest.

[John Hume: Irish Peacemaker, Ed-
ited by Sean Farren and Denis Haughey
ispublished by Four Courts Press.]

FOUR former Anglo Irish Bank executives are on trial accused of
conspiring to mislead existing and potential investors, lenders and

depositors.

Anglo Irish Bank
former execs sand trial

DUBLIN — The trial of four
former executives of Anglo Irish
Bank and Irish Life & Permanent
got underway before an enlarged
jury of 15 members on Monday,
January 18.

The case is expected to last up to 20
weeksand all four executivesdeny at-
tempting to midead investorsover value
of deposits.

The defendants are former Anglo fi-
nancedirector Willie McAteer (65) with
an address at Greenrath, Co. Tipper-
ary; John Bowe (52) from Glasnevinin
Dublin, who was head of capital mar-
ketsat the bank; Denis Casey (56) from
Raheny, Dublin who was chief execu-
tiveof IL& P and Peter Fitzpatrick (63)
from Malahide, Dublin who was
IL& P'sformer director of finance.

They are charged with conspiringto cre-
ate thefal seimpression to prospective
investors that deposits in Anglo Irish
Bank were approximately 7.2 billion
euro larger than they really werein the
year ending September 30, 2008. All
have pleaded not guilty.

A list of nearly 100 witnesseswasread
out including the names of at |least 14
members of the GardaBureau of Fraud
Investigation, employeesfrom Morgan
Stanley, the Central Bank, Credit Suisse
and former employees of Anglo and
IL&P.

It is alleged that this conspiracy was
done with the intention “to induce ex-
isting and potential depositors, lenders
and depositorsto Anglo to make deci-
sionsconcerning their deposits, invest-
ments or |oans on the assumption that
deposits from non-bank entities were
much larger than they really were.”

In hisopening addressto thejury, pros-

ecution counsel, Paul O'Higgins SC,
said the case concerned events which
allegedly occurred between March 1
and September 30, 2008, when Anglo
provided itsend of year accounts.

O'Higginsclaimed that in the days be-
fore September 30, 2008, the accused
conspired to make financial transac-
tions from Anglo to Irish Life & Per-
manent, involving Irish LifeAssurance,
and then bank to Anglo, so asto appear
customer deposits were greater than
they were. He said these customer de-
positswere*“ actually funded indirectly
by Anglo.”

O'Higgins said that at some time on
September 29, 2008 Anglo discovered
it had no more money to keep things
moving soit stopsfor aperiod asit could
not access money.

Between September 29 and Septem-
ber 30, “the money doestheroundssix
more times” so that by September 30
the “reporting snapshot” gave the to-
tally falseimpression of customer de-
positsof 7.2 billion euro, he claimed.

O’'Higgins said it is alleged that
Fitzpatrick and McAteer authorised
these transactions, Bowe “knowingly
authorised and implemented” them and
Casey authorised them, with the pur-
pose of “bolstering the Anglo customer
deposit base” and leaving Anglo “look-
ingalot healthier” that it otherwisewas.

He said that the whole purpose of the
scheme, was to “produce the tempo-
rary illusion that non-bank depositshad
been madeto Angloin amassive, mas-
sivesum.”

He claimed thiswasto disguisethere-
ality that “non-bank depositswere de-
clining at arate that Anglo feared would
alarm those who viewed Anglo as a
going concern.”

The centre of Dublin is getting
ready for a major change

DUBLIN — A new vision of
what a serious overhaul of
College Greenmight look like
has been laid out by Dublin
City Council.

The plan—which hasbeenintheworks

since 2014 —will see private carscom-
pletely removed from the area.

Some of the proposals were put for-
ward last year aspart of the Dublin City
Centre Transport study, ajoint publica-
tion between Dublin City Council and
the National Transport Authority.

At a meeting of the council, specific
details of the appearance of the new

square and access for vehicles were
discussed.

Dublin City Council’shead of technical
services Brendan O’ Brien gave an out-
line of the shapethat the areawill take.

The new pedestrianized areawill cover
alargeareainfront of the Bank of Ire-
land building at thetop of Dame Street.

Vehicleswill still have accessalong the
front of Trinity College—but these will
berestricted to buses, cyclists, and pos-
sibly taxis.

“Thissoundsthe death knell for the pri-
vate carsin College Green,” said Coun-
cillor Paddy McCartan, going onto note
that the move had the broad support of

the council.

Along with the large area on Dame
Street, the current plans will also see
Suffolk Street pedestrianised, with ac-
cessrestricted to loading before 1AM
— rules similar to the ones already in
place on Grafton Street.

A number of councillors questioned
whether Bank of Ireland would be will-
ing to removerailingsfrom the front of
itsbuilding as part of the project.

City architect Ali Grehan said that a
designteam will be brought in to assist
with the project, and that the changes
will be“very sympathetic” to the his-
torical buildingsinthearea.
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Dublin boxing weigh-in shooting:
Continuity | RA claim responsbility

DUBLIN — Fansattending aweigh-in ceremony for
a Dublin boxing event fled in terror as a group of
gunmen opened fireinsidethe Regency Hotel on Fri-

day, February 5.

Mel Christle, president of the
Boxing Union of Ireland, said the
gunfire started within seconds of
the final weigh-in ceremony.

Irish police, An Garda Siochan, now
believeat |east six peoplewereinvolved
in atargeted attack in which one man
waskilled.

Theman who died was named as David
Byrne (33), from Raleigh Square in
Crumlininthe south of thecity.

Two other men were injured. One has
since checked himself out of hospital
while the other who was shot in the
chest remainsin serious condition.

Police said three of those involved in
the attack wore police-style SWAT team
uniforms.

Those dressed in the police uniforms
were armed with assault rifles.

Dissident republicanshave now claimed
they carried out the shooting. The Con-
tinuity IRA (CIRA) saidit also plansto
carry out further attacks“ on drug deal-
ersand criminals.”

Irish police said they were“keeping an
open mind in relation to the criminal
groupsinvolved.”

Detectives have said it is too early to
specify amotive but there is specul a-
tion that the attack could reflect ten-
sions within Ireland’s top cocaine-

smuggling gang.

The CIRA spokesman claimed Byrne
was targeted because he had been in-
volved in the killing of Alan Ryan in
Dublinfour yearsago.

Ryan (32) was a leading member of
another dissident republican group, the
Real IRA. He was shot dead in Sep-
tember 2012.

Initial suspicionimmediately fell ona
deadly criminal feud involving thefam-
ily of the boxer headlining Saturday’s
planned fight, Jamie Kavanagh.

The 25-year-old Dubliner, who con-
firmed via Twitter that he was unhurt
in the incident, was scheduled to con-
test the vacant WBO European light-
weight title.

Itwasto behisfirst fightin Dublinsince
the gangland killings of his father,
Gerard, and uncle Paul, both of whom
were henchmen in the drug-smuggling
empireof Christy Kinahan.

Gerard Kavanagh was gunned down
insidean Irish bar in Spain’s Costadel
Sol in September 2014.

Paul Kavanagh was shot to death be-
hind thewheel of hisparked car in Dub-
linin March 2015.

Both men were suspected of pocketing
money being collected from Dublin ded -
erson behaf of Kinahan's Spain-based
cocaineempire.

The Kinahan cartel is considered the
most powerful drugsimportation mob
inthe history of the State, which some
estimate could be worth up to one hil-
lion euro.

Christy Kinahan (59) is the leader of
thecartel butisrarely inIreland, ashe
spends most of histimein hissix mil-
lion euro luxury villa on the Spanish
coast.

TensionsremainhighinIreland asemer-
gency services attended the scene of a
further attack on the evening of Mon-
day, February 8, where aman was shot
dead inwhat isbelieved to beareprisal
attack.

Named locally as Eddie Hutch, the
brother of gangster Gerry ‘ TheMonk’
Hutch, he was reportedly shot nine
times after two gunmen burst into his
homein Dublin’snorthinner city.

Edward Sr. worked asataxi driver and
wasnot considered to beaviolent crimi-
nal, instead being linked to money-laun-
dering schemesfor hisbrother.

An Garda Siochan have set up anumber
of checkpointsin acity-wide operation
to prevent a further escalation of the
violence.
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THE Regency Hotel was the scene of a shooting in Dublin
where one person was killed and a number of others injured.
Gunmen opened fire at the hotel on February 5 during a weigh-
in for WBO European lightweight fight.

33,000 euros on RTE’s Winning Streak last year on behalf of his
brother Eddie Junior. Eddie was shot dead by two gunmen at his
home in Dublin on the evening of February 8 in what is believed
to be reprisal for the earlier killing of David Byrne at the boxing
weigh-in on Friday.

Taolseach announces general
election date in a tweet

DUBLIN —Theopening vol-
leys have been fired in what
will be one of the Republic’'s
shortest ever general election
campaigns.

Taoiseach Enda K enny has announced
on Twitter that the poll will be held on
February 26.

Thetaoiseachtold the parliament hewas
seeking itsdissolution but only revealed
the date of the poll in avideo message
on the social networking site.

Kenny made the announcement before
travelling to President Michael D.
Higgins' official residence, Aras an
Uachtarain in Dublin, to formally ask
him to dissolvethe 31% Dail.

The new Dail, or lower house of par-
liament, will sit again on March 10 af -
ter what will be one of the shortest gen-
eral election campaignsin Irish history.

In hisvideo message, Kenny fired the
opening salvo of the three-week cam-
paign by stating Ireland was on the
verge of collapse and its international
reputation wasin tatterswhen he came
to power five years ago.

Hesaid, “ Our public finances are back
ontrack, theeconomy isgrowing again
— faster than any country in the EU —
135,000 more people are back at work,
and there is no more bailout, no more
troikaand no more dead banks. Ireland
isnow clearly moving in the right di-
rection.”

Kenny’s centre-right Fine Gael party
and hisjunior coalition partners Labour
hopeto return to power, with akey cam-
paign message being stability during
€conomic recovery.

Labour leader and tanaiste (deputy
prime minister) Joan Burton said the
coalition was a“very united” govern-
ment that had turned the country
around.

“The real test of any government is
whether they leave the country in a
better placeand | will say withthe Fine
Gael-Labour Government we have
definitely donethat,” shesaid.

Fianna Fail leader Micheal Martin at-
tacked the taoiseach for not allowing
anyone elseto speak inthe Dail before
itsdissolution, saying he had hoped to

pay tributeto veteran party colleagues
not seeking re-election.

“| thought it was a shabby end to a
shabby government,” he said. “I pre-
sumed | would get that opportunity, but
people saw the taoiseach made a
speech and ran out of the house — it
justdidn’t look well interms of the na-
tional parliament conducting its busi-
ness.”

Sinn Feinleader Gerry Adamsalso criti-
cised thetaoiseach’s closing of parlia-
ment as a “pathetic end to a pathetic
government.”

[ T
LET'S MEEP THE RECOVERY GOING

ENDA KENNY made his election announcement in Dublin on Feb-
ruary 3.

Mark Zuckerberg
announcesnew Facebook
facility for Ireland

DUBLIN — Facebook is building a new 200 million euro
datacentrein Clonee, Co. Meath.

Two thousand construction jobs will be created and it is expected around 150
jobswill be announced on along-term basis once the centreisoperational by the
start of 2018 at the latest.

Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg says it will be one of the most advanced
and energy efficient data centresin theworld. He also said they are glad to be
investing further in Ireland and the community in Clonee.

Clonee Data Center will feature the latest server, storage and network designs
devel oped through the Open Compute Project, and will be powered by 100 per-
cent renewable energy.

In aFacebook post, Zuckerberg said, “Oneinteresting engineering detail isthat
we're cooling the facility with outdoor air, but because thisisnear thelrish Sea
we'll beusing anindirect air cooling processto filter thesalt from the air.

“1’m proud to share that Facebook’s sixth data center is now under construction
in Clonee, Ireland. Thiswill be our second European data center, after Luledin
Sweden.”

IRISN SPORTS and Social sociecy comoncon

12546-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0X3 Tel: (780)453-2249 Fax: (780)451-5969

Irish Club Entertainment Listing

March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
Feb 2o -~ Amie Weyvimes & the Atta Boys 85 bl.-{‘“kmﬂ i Dr?p by ln.lh{‘ miorning
Egs P = T & enjoy the GAA Games Live
Feb 27 - Brian Maxwell Pty P
- s 1 Ty Music from 2-7 pm by: Amic Weymes & The Atta Boys
March 12 — St. Patrick’s Dinner & Dance 7 g s -
; ; i 7-0 pii — Peter Kelly
Live entertainment — Irish Dance Troupe The €1 .
Tickets: Available at the bar or eall e LAATOEES S-hac AT

Trish Dancers throughout the day and evening
Tx's at bar or eall Seamus @ 780-489-7402
Call elub for info on Easter Week-end

Seamus @ 780-489-7402

Jam Sessions - Almost every Thursday
Call: 780-489-7402 to confirm - bring vour musical instruments & drop into the Irish Centre for a good ole Irish Jam Session

www.edmontonirishelub.ca

Ccelc

download weekly at
www.worldbeatcanada.com
Sundays @ 4pm, AM 1470, CJVB Vancouver
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SAOIRSE RONAN as “Eilis” in Brooklyn. The film adaptation of
Colm Toibin’s internationally celebrated novel is now out in thea-

tres.

An Irish emigrant story

played with

a charming

sweetness and sengitivity

Those of us who are immi-
grants and particularly the
wave of immigrants who left
Ireland in the Fiftiesand Six-
tiesshould not missseeingthe
wonderful evocative movie
Brooklyn.

Thiswasthelreland | wasborninto
andthelreland | left inthe Sixties.
Theold Ireland — | often say | was
born in the Eighteenth Century and
was hurled into the Twenty-First
Century.

Toreturntothemovie, therewas hardly
aword or scene | did not relate to, |
had tears streaming down my facefrom
nostalgiamostly and gratitude that the
director John Crowley hit the nail on
the head.

I will not givethestory lineaway be-
cause| really want everyoneto seethis
movie but | do want talk about those
times. The leading part — Eilis — was
played by the gorgeous young actress
Saoirse Ronan.

Watching themoviel felt Eilis’ dissat-
isfaction and frustration with her life, |
felt she was me. The feelings | had
back then were still with me — of not
accepting the dead end job, the dead
end socidl lifeand the predictability of
itall.

| knew | would leave Ireland, therewas
so much | hated about those times and
on the other hand there was the close-
nessof alargefamily and good friends.

Those Fifties sexless clothes, the dread-
ful little hats, particularly the hat Eilis
mother wore and the modesty.

Weweremodest, | wasjust freshly out
of boarding school, where we had to
drapeour dressing gown over our shoul-
ders and try and wash our arm pits.

| loved the bathing suit scenes and
changing on the beach —we all did it
back then. Our family had the same
contraption of two big towels stitched
together.

Oh boy, do | remember those rugby
dances — the hope that we might meet
sometall dark and handsome man and
the humiliation of being thewalIflower.

| think | spent more time escaping into
theladiesto wait until the next dance.

The fact that | went week after week,
paid my five shillings knowing the
chances were very high | would be a

wallflower but as they say hope
springs eternal. We all thought those
rugby fellaswerefull of themselvesbut
we fancied them all the same.

Another of my favourite scenes was
the parish dancefor thehomelesslonely
men at Christmas. It wasgenusand that
lovely sideof Ireland.

It managed to convey caring and un-
derstanding yet the sadness of being
homelessand the hardship these men
endured.

It was so nice to cast a good parish
priest — an understanding man who
|ooked after hisflock.

Themen in the scene at the dinner had
such wonderful craggy faces, it was so
poignant to seetheir enjoyment of the
moment and of being together.

Thelettersto and from home, it was a
weekly high point getting letters and
reading the newsfrom home.

Theyearly phonecall —how could one
compare those distant times before
Skype and cheap phones and the fact
that now everyone has a phone.

The awkwardness of youth, the effort
to make small talk — this was the Ire-
land where confidence was not encour-
age or fostered —we all remember the
phase — she is too big for her boots —
pride comes before afall etc. etc.

So, of course, knowing your placeand
staying there was expected. We all re-
member the snobbery and classdistinc-
tioninsmall towns.

The hierarchy being the solicitor, the
doctor and further down the line the
small business owners, etc. | was a
farmer’s daughter, so | think that was
near the bottom. Farming back then was
sheer drudgery.

Coming of age and first love, it was
certainly a far cry from our present
time. The lovely innocence of youth
combined with shyness and stoic cour-
age—itwasall therein that movie—go
and seeit.

Submitted by Maurice Fitzpatrick
who was educated at Trinity College
Dublin and holds graduate degrees
from Ireland and Japan. He wrote
and co-produced the RTE/BBC
documentary film The Boys of St.
Columb’s and is also author of a
book entitled The Boys of St.
Columb’s. He is a lecturer at the
University of Cologne and he writes
a column on Irish affairs.

Middle East and eastern Europe

the origin of Irish DNA

DUBLIN —Genomeanalysis
shows mass migration of
Stone Age farmersfrom Fer-
tile Crescent and BronzeAge
settlers from eastern Europe
was the foundation of Celtic
population.

Just over 5,000 yearsago, there
lived an Irish farmer with black
hair and dark eyes. Her DNA
spoke of ancestors mostly Mid-
dle Eastern in origin, and she
would have looked more like a
southern European woman than
afair-haired Irish woman.

But just 1,000 yearslater, her world was
full of blue-eyed easterners. Thisquick
transition to Ireland asweknow it, ge-
netically speaking, is likely due to a
massive migration that occurred some-
timeduring those 1,000 years.

The evidence comesfrom astudy pub-
lished in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, where geneti-
cistsfrom Trinity College Dublin and
archaeol ogistsfrom Queen’sUniversity
Belfast sequenced the genomes of four
ancient citizensof Ireland to unlock the
secrets of their origins.

Ireland isparticularly interesting to ge-
neticists, becauseit seemslike aplace
where many ancient peoplesmay have
converged.

For starters, the pre-historic residents
there showed asmooth transition from
hunting and gathering to farming, and
then from stoneto metal working.

It'slikely that changeslikethese were
driven by newcomerswith new ideas,
but we can’t assume that the original
inhabitants of Ireland didn’t just come
upwith theselife changeson their own.

But even the genes of themodern Irish
hint at a melting-pot past. They have
some of the highest levels of certain
genetic mutations, including theonethat
allowsadult humansto tolerate dairy.

Several mutations that promote dan-
gerousillnesses, like hemochromatosis
(excessive iron retention) and cystic
fibrosis are also more prevalent than
they are elsewherein the global popu-
lation.

Study author Dan Bradley, professor of
population geneticsat Trinity College
Dublin, explained that recent techno-
logical and methodol ogical advancesin
ancient DNA analysisallowed histeam
to produce full genomes for the four
skeletons used in their research.

They were surprised to see how dif-
ferent the Neolithic woman, who was
foundin Belfast in 1855 and lived over
5,000 years ago, was from the three
male skeletons analyzed, who were
found off of Rathlin Island in 2006.

With just 1,000 years separating them,
their genomes shouldn’t havelooked so
strikingly different — which suggests
that some major migration really must
have occurred.

“It was a surprise to see several ge-
netic elements typical of the modern
Irish genome, both of interesting genes
but a so of moreanonymousDNA frag-
ments, appearing in the Bronze Age
specimens,” Bradley said of the more
recent skeletons.

“These genomeswhen taken asawhole
aremorelikemodern Irish, Scottish and

PHOTO: Daniel Bradley, Trinity College Dublin
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EXCAVATED near Belfast in 1855, the bones of this farmer had
lain in a Neolithic tomb chamber for 5,000 years. Her DNA has

now been sequenced.

Welsh—insular Celtic populations. This
suggested somelarge degree of estab-
lishment of the genetics of these
populations 4,000 yearsago.”

The Bronze Age men even had the ge-
netic mutation for hemochromatosis,
which is now so common in Irish
populationsthat it'ssometimescalled a
Celtic disease.

Thedifferences between these men and
the ancient farming woman speak of a
“profound migratory episode’ in the
1,000 years between their lifetimes,
Bradley said.

Based onthemen’sDNA, the research-
ers suspect that their ancestors may
have come to Ireland from the Pontic
Steppe — the area of Eastern Europe
that sits over the Black Sea, including
what’s now the Ukraine.

For now, this probable migrationisstill
quitemysterious. Weknow it must have
occurred sometime between about
5,000 years ago and 4,000 years ago,
but scientistswill haveto sequencethe
genomes of more skeletal remainsfrom
before, during and after that period to
confirm just how and when the migra-
tion took place.

Britain approves
controversal genetic
experiments

LONDON —Inalandmark decision that
some ethicists warned is a step down
the path toward “ designer babies,” Brit-
ain hasgiven scientistsapproval to con-
duct gene-editing experiments on hu-
man embryos.

Theresearchers won'’t be creating ba-
bies—themodified embryoswill bede-
stroyed after seven days. Instead, they
said, the goal is to better understand
human development so asto improve
fertility treatmentsand prevent miscar-
riages.

Thedecision by Britain’sHuman Ferti-
lisation and Embryology Authority marks
thefirst timeacounty’snational regu-
|ator has approved the technique.

Permissionisn’t required in many coun-
tries, including the U.S. and China. The
U.S. does not allow the use of federal
fundsfor embryo modification, but there
isno outright ban on gene editing.

Geneediting involvesdeleting, repair-
ing or replacing bitsof DNA insideliv-
ing cellsin abiological cut-and-paste
techniquethat scientists say could one
day lead to treatments for conditions
suchasHIV or inherited disorderssuch
as muscular dystrophy and sickle cell
disease.

A team at London’s Francis Crick In-
stitute, received the OK to use gene
editing to analyze thefirst week of an
embryo’sgrowth.

Theresearch will “enhance our under-
standing of IVF (in vitro fertilization)
success rates by looking at the very
earliest stage of human devel opment,”

said Paul Nurse, director of the insti-
tute.

No embryos will be transferred into
women. They will be alowed to de-
velop from asingle cell to around 250
cells, but then will be destroyed.

Peter Braude, a retired professor of
obstetrics and gynecology at King's
College London, said the mechanisms
being investigated by Niakan and her
colleagues “are crucial in ensuring
healthy, normal development and im-
plantation” and could help doctorsre-
finefertility treatments.

The technique Niakan’s team plansto
useisknown as CRISPR-Cas9, arela-
tively fast, cheap and simple approach
that many researchers are keen to try.

Criticswarn that tweaking the genetic
codeisasdlippery slopethat eventually
leadsto designer babies, where parents
not only aimto avoid inherited diseases
but also seek taller, stronger, smarter
or better-looking children.

Many religious groups, including the
Catholic Church, argue that manipul at-
ing embryosamountsto “playing God.”
Some scientists have voiced concern
that tinkering with genes might have
unintended consegquences not apparent
until after the babies are born.

“Thisisthefirst step on apath that sci-
entists have carefully mapped out to-
wards the legalization of genetically
modified babies,” David King of the ad-
vocacy group Human Genetics Alert
said last month when British regulators
took up theissue.



FEBRUARY 2016

www.celtic-connection.com

Arrest of Lance Corporal ‘J’:
A milestone in the pursuit
of justice for shooting victims

By NEIL DOHERTY
With the arrest of Lance Corporal “J’
of the Parachute Regiment on suspi-
cion of murder on Bloody Sunday 1972
in Derry’s Bogside marks amilestone
inthe pursuit of justicefor the 14 peo-
plewhodied.

Lance Corporal “J" was questioned on
suspicion of having killed William Nash
(19), John Young (17) and Michael
McDaid (20) and the shooting of William
Nash'sfather Alexander who survived.
Thethreeyoung menwereall killed at
the Rossville Street Rubble Barricade.

LanceCorpora “J’ claimed hefired at
anail bomber and missed, and another
soldier Corporal “E” claimed hefired
at aman with apistol.

The Saville Report investigating Bloody
Sunday rejected the claims of Lance
Corpora “J" and Corpora “E,” saying
they had lied and the men were un-
armed. Savillesaid, “Wereject each of
those claimsasknowingly untrue.”

The report further claimed that none
of the dead were “posing a threat of
causing death or seriousinjury” to the
soldiers.

Soldier 027, testifying beforethe Saville
Commission, totally rejected theclaims
of his fellow soldiers that they had
come under fire by any of thedead, and
claimed that Lance Corporal “F” and
Soldier “G” were probably responsible
for eight or 10 of the deaths.

Lance Corporal “F,” according to
Saville, killed Patrick Doherty, Michael
Kelly, Bernard McGuigan and possibly
William McKinney and JamesWray.

Astheinvestigation continuesinto the
killings, itislikely that many more sol-
dierswill bearrested for questioning.

Thesewill include Private“R” respon-
siblefor shooting Jackie Duddy, Private
“U” responsible for killing Hugh
Gilmore, Private“H” for thekilling of
William McKinney and James Wray,
Corporal “E” for thekillingsat the Rub-
ble Barricade.

Other soldierswhowill probably bear-
rested for causing deaths on Bloody
Sunday include Corporal “P” and Pri-
vate“L” and “M.”

The treatment of the dead at the Rub-

ble Barricadewill also beamajor issue
intheinvestigation.

Asdocumented in Don Mullan’s book
Eyewitness Bloody Sunday, the bod-
ies of William Nash, John Young and
Michael McDaid wereleft on the Rub-
ble Barricade for half an hour after
being shot, and people, including Nash's
father, were prevented by the soldiers
from going to their assistance.

It is believed that at least one of the
young men was still alive when they
were flung like garbage into the back
of a Saracen, which then disappeared.

The bodies were not taken to
Altnagelvin Hospital for at least another
hour. The bodies of these young men
were the only dead removed by
Saracens from thekilling fields of the
Bogside.

Many Derry people suspect that the
mystery surrounding the treatment of
these bodies and the delay in getting
them to the hospital was in order to
concoct aplausible story from an army
viewpoint with respect to how they died,
and to make a claim that the deceased
had been handling weapons.

Don Mullanin hisbook stated “ Thefo-
rensic evidence against Young, Nash

and McDaid was very positive. There
probably wasn’t a hair on their head
whichwasn’t contaminated. It certainly
proved that they were in very close
proximity to people using guns — the
Paras.”

The arrest of Lance Corpora “J’ isa
signal that, after 43 years, the investi-
gation into the murdersof 14 peopleon
Bloody Sunday isadvancingin earnest.

Theinvestigationintothekillingsiscon-
sistent with the much-appreciated com-
mentsin the British House of Commons
by Prime Minister David Cameron on
therelease of the Saville Report.

He stated “ The conclusions of the re-
port are absolutely clear. There is no
doubt. Thereisnothing equivoca. There
areno ambiguities. What happened on
Bloody Sunday wasboth unjustified and
unjustifiable. It waswrong.”

[Neil Doherty was responsible for
bringing Ivan Cooper to Toronto one
week after Bloody Sunday. Cooper
was an organizer of the Bloody Sun-
day March, and is portrayed in the
film Bloody Sunday. Doherty has
been active over the years in seek-
ing a new inquiry into Bloody Sun-
day].
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PHOTO: Eyewitness Bloody Sunday by Don Mullan.

AT THE RUBBLE BARRICADE, Rossville Street. Don Mullan is
just feet away from Michael Kelly who has been hit. A few sec-
onds later Michael McDaid enters the scene (top left). Dressed in
his Sunday best, McDaid has his back to the Paras. Five or six
paces later he was hit in the left cheek by a bullet.

Tackling questions about violent past
will help N. Ireland move on saysjudge

BELFAST — Lord Justice Weir
has concluded a two-week review
of dozens of the most highly-dis-
puted legacy cases which are
awaiting inquests decades after the
killings took place.

They span allegations of security force
misinformation to frame the IRA for
bombings, state collusion in loyalist
murders, inept policeinvestigations, and
IRA men shot dead by the army as part
of aclaimed policy of shootingtokill in
whichcivilianswerekilled inthe cross-
fire.

Some cases could take years to pro-
ceed to full inquest, the review has
heard, while others could be ready to
begin within ayear. Oneinquest could
be linked to more than 100 other mur-
ders.

Lack of money to search for and proc-

ess documents has been a constant re-
frain from lawyersfor the Police Serv-
iceof Northern Ireland and watchdogs
which scrutinize them as well as the
Ministry of Defence, and Lord Justice
Weir has posed serious questionsto the
government about itsresourcing of in-
vestigationsinto past murders.

He said, “The purpose of this was to
try and break thelogjam and movethese
casesalong, whichisin everyone'sin-
terests, not just the next of kin but the
people of Northern Ireland who want
to see this chapter of life dealt with
properly and put to rest.”

He addressed the widow of aCatholic
police officer —father-of-eight Sergeant
Joseph Campbell —who was shot dead
asheclosed apolicestationin 1977.

“You have had along wait and | hope
we can do something to move this on
because it has gone on along time —

toolong.”

A new structured approach to investi-
gating Northern Ireland’s contested past
—and therelease of money to pay for it
— has been stalled by a disagreement
between Sinn Fein and the British Gov-
ernment over itsrefusal to disclosein-
formation relating to national security.

The state argues that it has a duty to
protect life, including those secret agents
who informed it of the workings of
paramilitaries and may have helped
save countlesslives but who have also
been implicated in the most murky of
killings.

Republicans contend that, morethan 20
years after armed groupsfirst declared
a ceasefire, the government owes a
duty of full candour onitsownroledur-
ing three decades of conflict in which
morethan 3,600 were killed and thou-
sands of othersinjured.
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PROTESTERS in Derry carry pictures of civilians who were
killed a year earlier in the Bloody Sunday massacre.

Ex-British Soldier, 66,
Arrested in Bloody
Sunday Massacre

BELFAST — The Police Service of
Northern Ireland (PSNI) arrested a66-
year-old man last November in connec-
tion with Bloody Sunday, theinfamous
massacre of unarmed civilian march-
ershy British soldiersin Derry on Janu-
ary 30, 1972.

It was the first time anyone has been
arrested in the massacre, for which the
British Government formally apologized
in 2010.

The former soldier, whose name was
not released, was arrested in County
Antrim and taken to apolice stationin
Belfast for questioning.

The BBC reported that the ex-soldier
was a former lance corporal — identi-
fied in a2010 report by the pseudony-
mousinitial “J.” Heisbelieved to have
beeninvolvedinthree of the 13killings
that day. A 14" victim died months|ater.

Lance Corporal “J’ was a member of
the Parachute Regiment, the Army unit
most hated by Catholic nationalistsdur-
ing the Troubles, the 30-year struggle
over the status of Northern Island.

Five months before Bloody Sunday,
members of the regiment fatally shot
11 unarmed civiliansin Belfast. Inre-
taliation, the Irish Republican Army
blew up the regiment’s base in Alder-
shot, England, in 1974, killing seven peo-
ple

TheTroubles, which claimed 3,600 lives,
largely ended with the 1998 Good Fri-
day agreement, when paramilitary
groups like the IRA agreed to cease

hostilities and the governments of Brit-
ain and Ireland, along with the major
political parties in Northern Ireland,
agreed on acomplex set of power-shar-
ing arrangements for the British terri-
tory.

In 2010, after a 12-year, $283 million
investigation, agovernment inquiry led
by an eminent jurist, Lord Saville, found
that “a serious and widespread | oss of
firediscipling” had allowed the massa-
creto take place.

The report, which exceeded 5,000
pages across 10 volumes, exonerated
thevictims, concluding that the soldiers
had fired the first shot and had given
no warning before opening fire. Some
of those killed or wounded, the report
found, were either fleeing or trying to
help other victims.

The report refuted the findings of an
earlier inquiry, conducted immediately
after the massacre by a former army
officer, Lord Widgery, that had largely
exonerated the army and attributed the
killingsto armed protesterswho it said
had provoked the attack. That inquiry
has come to be seen as a whitewash.

“What happened on Bloody Sunday
strengthened the Provisional IRA, in-
creased nationalist resentment and hos-
tility toward the army and exacerbated
theviolent conflict of theyearsthat fol-
lowed,” the Savilleinquiry found.

“Bloody Sunday was atragedy for the
bereaved and the wounded, and a ca-
tastrophe for the people of Northern
Ireland.”
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ATHENA TERGIS will perform at the 1916 Centenary Concert at
the UW’s Brechemin Auditorium on Saturday, February 27.
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ANNE-MARIE FYFE and historian/literary-critic, Cahal Dallat, will
explore the intersections of Irish history with poetry, song and
story during performances at the Seattle Center on March 12 and
13 during the Irish Festival.
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A NATIVE of Co.Tyrone, folk musician Emmet “That Irish Guy”
Mc Elhinney will perform at the Seattle Center on March 12 dur-
ing the Irish Festival.
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THE EMERALD BARDS, Bruce Simpson, Bruce Cosacchi and
Bill Barnes, will perform at the Friends of St. Patrick Banquet on
March 17.

SEATTLE IRISH NEWS

PASSINGS

« Tom Davey, whose late wife Wynn
wasfromDublin, diedin Seattleinearly
January.

* Joe Brennan, who died in Co. Lei-
trim on January 12, was a brother of
SeattleitesAnn Dolan, Seamus Brennan
and Leo Brennan.

« Pat Keane (81), who died near Kells,
Co. Meath on January 11, wasabrother
of Seattle's John Keane.

« Patrick “Des” McArdle(76), anative
of Co. Down, died on December 12in
Bdllingham.

* MonicaClifford (52), wife of Limer-
ick-native Tom Clifford, died on De-
cember 10in Bellevue.

¢ Sr. Anne Philomena Charles, OSF
(81), anative of Co. Leitrim and sister
of Mary Charlesof Edmonds, died De-
cember 5in Tacoma.

2016 IRISH WEEK in

SEATTLE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20:
Irish Soda Bread Cooking Exhibition/
Class, 1-5 PM, St. Patrick’s Church
Hall.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27:
1916 Centenary Concert, UW’s
Brechemin Auditorium.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29:
Leap Day Dash Dedl & Party, 4-7PM,
FX McRory’s.

SATURDAY, MARCH 5:
Irish SodaBread Contest, 2-3PM, T S
McHugh's.

FRIDAY, MARCH 11:
 St. Patrick’s Day Mass for Peace, 10
AM, St. Patrick’s Church.

* Mayor’s Proclamation Lunch, Noon,
FX McRory’s.

 Landing of St. Patrick on South Lake
Union, 6 PM.

 Green Stripe Laying on 4" Avenue, 7
PM.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12:

e IrishFlag-Raising & St. Patrick’'sDay
Parade. 12:20 PM, 4™ Avenue at
James.

« |rish Festival, noon — 6 PM, Seattle
Center Armory.

« Irish Network Mayoral Reception, 5-
7 PM.

SUNDAY, MARCH 13:
* St. Patrick’s Day Dash, 8:30 AM.

e Irish Festival, 10AM —6 PM, Seattle
Center Armory.

e Matt Talbot Dinner, 6 PM, F X
McRory’s.

THURSDAY, MARCH 17,

ST. PATRICK’S DAY:

« [rish Community Happy Hour, 5-7 PM,
Knights Of ColumbusHall.

« Friendsof St. Patrick Banquet, Sesttle,
5-9 PM, Knightsof ColumbusHall.

SATURDAY, MARCH 19:
Irish Genealogy Workshop, 9 AM-5
PM, Luther Memoria Lutheran Church.

SUNDAY, MARCH 20:
Seattle Gaels Field Day, 12 noon,
Magnuson Park.

For moreinformation on any
of these events, visit
WWW.IRISHWEEK.ORG

HONORARY GRAND MARSHAL
— Casey McNerthney is the Honorary
Grand Marshal of Seattle’s 2016 St.
Patrick’s Day Parade.

With thisbeing the 1916 Centenary and
Casey being a great-grandson of Lily
(Kempson) and Matt McAlerney, Casey

CASEY MCNERTHNEY, the
Honorary Grand Marshal of
Seattle’s St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade. Casey is a great-grand-
son of 1916 combatant Lily
McAlerney who died in Seattle
in 1996.

MAYOR Frank Fahy of Seattle’s
Sister City of Galway who will
visit Seattle in March for the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade and other
festivities celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day.

LILY KEMPSON (front

isrepresenting in the parade all the de-
scendants of Lily Kempson, the last
surviving 1916 combatant who died in
Seattlein 1996, aged 99.

Someof Lily and Matt’sother descend-
ants will also be marching in the pa-
radealong with him.

Casey wasfortunateto get toknow Lily
well, as did many of her other great-
grandchildren, and heloved hearing sto-
riesabout her lifein Ireland and her es-
cape to Seattle after the 1916 Rising
collapsed.

He only wishes he had asked more
questions. Casey is an executive pro-
ducer at KIRO 7 television in Seattle
and previously was a reporter at the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

SEATTLE EVENTS
MARKING

THE 1916 CENTENARY
« CENTENARY CONCERT - On
Saturday, February 27, 2016, at 7 PM,
there's a 1916 Centenary Concert in
Brechemin Auditorium at the UW with
performances by Irish folklorist and
musician Mick Moloney accompanied
by violinist AthenaTergis.

Co. Limerick native Mick Moloney
[Continued next page]

IN 1914, James Connolly (L),
head of the Irish Citizen Army,
poses with Lily Kempson, a
member of Cumman na mBan
and a 1916 combatant who died
in Seattle in 1996.

1914 after they had joined Cumman na mBan, the women'’s para-
military organization. On Kempson'’s right is Ina Connolly, the
daughter of James Connolly who was one of those executed after

the 1916 Rising.
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‘I'm lucky to be alive’ — Irishman

who drank from the same cup as
poisoned KGB agent Litvinenko

[Continued from page 20]

holdsaPh.D. in folklore and folklife,
and has recorded and produced over
40 albumsof traditional music.

In 2013, hereceived Ireland’s Presiden-
tial Distinguished ServiceAward from
President Michael D. Higgins.

Fiddler AthenaTergismovedto Ireland
when she was 18 and immersed her-
self inlrishtraditional music.

She was a featured artist in the new
show Heartbeat of Home from the pro-
ducers of Riverdance for their North
American premier. For moreinforma-
tion on the February 27 concert, call
(425) 582-2688 or  visit
www.irishclub.org.

* IRISH FESTIVAL LECTURES —
Saturday and Sunday, March 12 and 13,
therewill be Talks and Exhibitson the
1916 Rising during the Irish Festival at
the Seattle Center, with special empha-
sison Lily Kempson, acombatant dur-
ing the Rising in Dublin who died in
1996.

A native of Co. Wicklow, in 1914 Lily
joined Cumman namBan, the republi-
canwomen'sparamilitary organization,
when she was living with James
Connolly’sfamily in Belfast.

In 1916 shewasinvolved in the takeo-
ver of St. Stephen’s Green and | ater of
the College of Surgeons.

She escaped capture after the Rising
collapsed and came to Seattle where
she had an uncle. When she died in
Seattle in 1996 aged 99, she was the
last surviving 1916 combatant.

« WEEKEND CENTENARY PRO-
GRAM —April 23-24, aweekend 1916
Centenary Program isbeing planned at
Antioch University in downtown
Seattle. The program will include lec-
tures, panel discussions, art exhibits,
Irish music, poetry readings, and other
cultural activitiesthat highlight the prel-
udeto Irish self-determination.

For updated information on all of these
events, visit www.irishclub.org.
GALWAY MAY OR —Galway Mayor
Frank Fahy will bein Seattle for Irish
Week 2016 for the various events on
theweekend of March 11-13. Fahy was
first elected a member of the Galway
City Council in 2011 and was elected
mayor in 2015.

He lives in an area of Galway called
Menlo Village, a Gaelic speaking area
where hisfamily haslived since 1640.

Gaelicishisfirst language and he pro-
motes the speaking of Irish whenever
he can and especialy on civic occa-
sions.

Fahy visited Seattlein March 2013 as
deputy mayor and in September 2014
hosted a Seattle delegation in Galway
that included the Seattle Police Pipes
and Drums Pipe Band aswell as Sesttle
Mayor Ed Murray.

On this Seattle visit hewill be accom-
panied by hiswife Geraldineaong with
Galway City Executive Joe O’ Neill and
hiswifeKay.

MORE FRIENDLY - Seattle's
Friends of St. Patrick wasamale-only
organization until 1989, but the Phila-
delphiachapter of the Friendly Sons of
St. Patrick thisyear will induct their first
female member, Irish Ambassador to
the U.S. Anne Anderson.

The Friendly Sons was founded in
Philadelphiain 1771to providerelief to
newly arrived Irishimmigrants.

Thegroup welcomed both Catholicsand
Protestants, and included signatories of
the U.S. Declaration of Independence

'\' RI1sh

Repubhic
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among itsfounding members.

The Seattlegroup’sannual dinner isthis
year being held on St. Patrick’s Day,
March 17. Visit www.fosp.or g for de-
tails.

THE IMMORTAL IRISHMAN —
Tim Egan, the Seattle-based Pulitzer-
prize winning author and New York
Times columnist, launches his newest
book at Seattle Town Hall on March 1.

Called The Immortal Irishman: The
Irish Revolutionary Who Became an
American Hero, thebook isabout Tho-
mas Francis Meagher who was exiled
to Tasmania in 1848 after the failed
Young Irelander Rebellion.

Meagher escaped from Tasmania and
made hisway to the U.S. where heled
the Irish Brigade from New York in
many of thefiercest battles of the Civil
War.

Meagher’s dream was that Irish-
American troops, seasoned by war,
wouldreturnto Ireland and liberate their
homeland from Britishrule. Very proud
of hislrish heritage, Egan isdescended
on hismother’ssidefrom the Lynches
of Galway.

WASHINGTON GENEALOGY -
The December issue of Irish Lives Re-
membered, the free online Irish gene-
alogy magazine, hasan articleon ‘ Trac-
ing your Irish ancestorsin Washington
State’.

Among the articles is one on Teresa
Lapin Eldridge, the woman from Co.
Armagh who became known around
Bellingham asthe“first pioneer woman
of northwest Washington,” and also an
articleonthe Irish ancestry of Seattle’s
mayor, Ed Murray. Check out pages 38-
47 onlineat http://bit.ly/1TyMywO.

PORTLAND 1916 CONCERT —On
March 6, at the Sherwood Center for
the Arts in Sherwood, OR, Téada
presents “reAwakening.”

Téadaisatraditional Irish music band
with atruly worldwide reach. Inspired
by the remarkabl e artistic flourishing of
thelrish at homeand abroad in the 100-
year period from 1916 onwards,
reAwakening sets historic musical and
song material beginning fromthe early
Twentieth Century to a backdrop of
archival video footage and still images
from the 1916 Rising. Visit
brownpapertickets.com for tickets
and details.

MISCELLANEQOUS
 Thiscould bethelast S. Patrick’s Day
for Seattle’spremier Irishimport store,
Galway Traders, at least in its current
location on 15" Avenue NW at 75"
Streetin Ballard.

* Thursday, April 14 the TacomaRang-
ers will be hosting the second annual
Irish Night with the Tacoma Rainiers
at Cheney Stadium.

* Cascadialrish Music Week 2016 will
be from July 17-23 at The Evergreen
State Collegein Olympia, and registra-
tionisnow open at cascadiairish.org.

» Congratul ationsto South Sound Irish-
man Tom Quinlan whoisrunning for a
position on the Pierce County Superior
Court.

DUBLIN—AnIrishmuscianwhowas
inthe same L ondon hotel whereAlex-
ander Litvinenkowasgivenafatal dose
of poisoning by poloniumin Novem-
ber 2006 hasreveal ed that he’slucky
tobealive.

Derek Conlon got radiation poisoning
after drinking from the sameteacup as
Litvinenko.

Conlon, amusician, was playing piano
inthebar an hour after theformer Rus-
sian agent Litvinenko was slipped the
dose of poloniumin November 2006.

Speaking on The Ryan Tubridy Show,
Conlon, who is originally from
Glasnevin, reveaed how hewas* com-
pletely contaminated by theincident.”

“Litvinenko wasthere an hour beforel
started playing that particular evening.
Nobody suspected anything until aday
or two later when they sealed the bar
off.

“| arrived there to go to work and was
told I couldn’t getin until thefollowing
week.When aweek had passed, | heard
on the news that there was testing go-
ing on for polonium.”

A form of nuclear material only found
at Russian nuclear facilities, polonium
isfatal when administeredin small quan-
tities.

However, Conlonwasoriginally told he
wasn't at risk asit wasn’t airborne or
couldn’t passthrough paper.

“Apparently the dishwasher was bro-
ken and | drank from the same cup as
Litvinenko. It had spread over thewhole
bar and the whole place was contami-
nated.

“The entire bar was contaminated. It
had to be gutted and restructured.

“Even my microphonewas coveredin
polonium. It was everywhere. It wasa
reckless act. These guystook so many
livesin danger. It is insane what they
did.”

On his deathbed, Litvinenko accused
Russian president Vladimir Putin of or-
dering hisassassination. In January an
inquiry said that Putin ‘ probably’ ap-
proved poisoning of the former KGB
agent.

Conlon said he only became aware of
the seriousness of theincident when he
arrived for work acouple of days|later
and saw that the entire bar had been
shut down.

Although Conlon said he hasn’t yet de-
veloped any symptoms, he still under-
goes check-upsevery six months.

“It hasreally increased my chances of
catching certain cancers. What happens
with polonium is that it does a lot of
damagewhenit originally attacksyour
body and thenit leaves.

“But over the space of years— depend-
ing on the dosage — you can see the
initial damage. So now | am tested over
six month periods.

“1f you catch acold or a spot turns up
somewhere on your body, you arevery
cautiousabout it. You can become para-
noid about it. Hopefully nothing will
comeof it.”

Although he said he often thinks about
theincident, Conlon considers himself
‘lucky tobealive'.

“Now | try and livelifeinthefast lane
and | appreciatethingsmore. | try and
livefor themoment and not worry about
the small stuff.”

On his deathbed, former KGB
agent Alexander Litvinenko
accused Russian president
Vladimir Putin of ordering his

assassination. In January an
inquiry said that Putin ‘prob-
ably’ approved the poisoning
by polonium.
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FREE SERVICES
AVAILABLE

to Irish people in need, regardless of the
person’s religious, social or economic
background.

Consultation and referrals, networking
opportunities, limited immigrant legal
assistance, advocacy and support in
handling drug, alcohol, child or spousal
abuse, family crises, senior issues,
poverty, etc.

Call toll-free 877-517-3559 or email info@irishseattle.com
P.O. Box 75123, Seattle, WA 98175  www.irishseattle.com
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KEITH WILLIAMS (68), a retired coal merchant from Penygroes
near Swansea in South Wales, recently discovered that he is the
son of the 35th Sultan of Perak — who lived in a stunning palace

with golden domes in Malaysia.

Rain and gloom with
a few bright spots
In between

appy New
Year! The
weather is
miserable

andtoaddtothemisery |
foolishly bet that | could
gothreeweekswithnod-
cohol at all. Not even
cough medicine.

The bet was for a month but |
got dispensation for BurnsNight
which | argued wasabigdeal in
Wales. (The English are quite
gulliblewhen it comesto Celtic
matters).

Today itiswet, cold, with grey clouds
that havetheability toSit onyour shoul-
der. It hasbeen likethisfor weeks.

Thenewscasterstell usit hasbeenthe
wettest month sinceNoah built hisArk,
andtherearefloodsall over the coun-

try.

Mind you they said that last year and
theyear before, infact they say it every
year, so possibly the BBC might just be
digging out old bulletinsto save money.

At the time of writing, the village of
Eglwyswrw in Pembrokeshire has had
rain every day for the last 82 daysand
ison the verge of claiming the record
asthewettest placein Britain over the
last 100 years.

The current record was set in 1923 on
the Scottishidland of Iday whenit rained
consecutively for 89 days.

In Eglwyswrw, Brian Llewellyn owner
of thelocal garage and shop stated that
every cloud hasasilver lining because
sales of waterproofs, umbrellas and
wellington boots are 40 percent up.

KeithWilliams, aretired coal merchant
knownlocally asKeithy glo (Keiththe
coal) from Penygroes near Swanseain
South Wales, has discovered that his
father wasthe Sultan of theMalay state
of Perak.

The sultan was educated at Oxford and
Harvard and was co-chairman of the
United Nations High-Level Panel on
Humanitarian Financing.

While in England, he dated a young
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trainee nurse named Elizabeth Rose.

She fell pregnant by him and was
whisked back to her homein Swansea
and the handsome young prince was
sent back to Malaya to avoid a scan-
dal. When the baby was four months
old hewasgiven up for adoption.

Williamsknew he had been adopted as
he had black hair and darker skin, but
had ahappy family lifeand never wor-
ried who or where his real parents
were.

Hisdaughter persuaded him to attempt
to discover hisoriginsand trace hisbio-
logical parents.

Heeventually found that hismother was
till divelivinginthe Peterborough ares,
and it was through her that he discov-
ered that his father was a member of
the Malaysian monarchy.

Toward the end of last year, Williams
travelled to Perak and the Welsh lan-
guagetelevision channel SACfilmedthe
journey.

Despite having been in touch with the
relativesby e-mail, he sadly did not re-
ceiveafriendly welcome.

Hishalf-brother, with whom hehad built
agood rapport unfortunately died shortly
before heleft for Malayaand Williams
believesthat perhapsthe surviving rela-
tivesfeared hewould wish to claim his
inheritance as the first born of the
former sultan, or perhaps they just
didn’t need any coal.

In the UK January is the season of
Wassailing, much loved by cider drink-
ersin the South West of England, the

Vancouver Orpheus Male Choir
enjoyed a successful Welsh tour

ByEIFIONWILLIAMS
VANCOUVER — Last Septem-
ber and early October the Van-
couver OrpheusMale Choir un-
dertook a12-day, seven-concert
tour of Wales, accompanied by
anumber of their Lower Main-
land supporters.

The 34-member choir, with music di-
rector Liana Savard and accompanist
Barry Yamanouchi, performed with
severa of thebest malechoirsin Wales.

Welsh male choirs are known world-
wide for their powerful performances
and the Orpheus Choir found it thrilling
to perform with the best of theminjoint
presentations of popular choral num-
bers.

Choir member Alan Sanderson reports
that the Orpheus Choir has a similar
repertoireto Welsh choirs but that dur-
ing thetour they sang mainly Canadian
songsasafresh offering to their Welsh
audiences.

According to Alan, some traditional
Welsh eyebrows may have been raised
at some of the Orpheus’'s more light-
hearted numbers and choreography, but
he says the performances were very
well received and sales of Orpheus CDs
werevery brisk.

Walesisasmall country inarea, so choir
members could stay in afew major cit-
ieswhilemaking daily tripsto outlying
smaller locations.

During several nights' stay in Cardiff,
the choir performed with the joint
Cwmbach-Mountain Ash Choir in
Mountain Ash and with the Ebbw Vale
Choir.

While based in Swansea, the Orpheus
Choair performed withthe Whitland Male
Choir and a so performed and renewed
acquaintance with the Llanelli Male
Chair.

The Llanelli Choir, led by conductor
Eifion Thomas, hasvisited Vancouver
twice in recent years.

The Orpheus Choir then moved on to
Aberystwyth, where they performed
with the Aberystwyth Male Choir be-
fore journeying through the beautiful
SnowdoniaNational Park to Llandudno
and a performance with the Colwyn
Male Choir.

The choir’s last stop was Wrexham,
where they joined the Brymbo Male
Choir in the beautiful centuries-old
church of St. Donawd’sin Bangor-on-
Dee.

Choir conductor Eifion Thomas.[RIGHT PHOTO] LIANA Savard
and Choir member Barry Hancock enjoying a post-performance

reception.

During thetour, thechoir membersalso

visited several historic sites, including
the National History Museum in St.
Fagan's, Dylan Thomas'sBoathousein
Laugharne and the Italianate town of
Port Meirionin Gwynedd.

Thetour also coincided with the open-
ing games of the Rugby World Cup. The
Canadians were able to absorb atypi-
cal Welsh rugby atmosphere while
watching the Wales-England gamein
their hotel bar in Cardiff.

According to Alan Sanderson, this
Welshtour by the Orpheuswasadream
come true for choir members but it
would probably not have come about
without the enthusiasm and commit-
ment of choir member Eric Davies, who
managed to convince any scepticsthat
the tour was achievable.

Choir membersare grateful to Eric for
his enthusiasm and perseverance and
also to the members of the tour com-
mittee and director Liana Savard and
accompanist Barry Yamanouchi for

MUSIC DIRECTOR Liana
Savard and choir member Eric
Davies, who inspired the choir.

making the tour such a success.

The Orpheus Choir have announced
that they will perform ajoint concert
with theaward-winning Colwyn Male
Choir in Vancouver on Sunday, August
28, the venue to be announced | ater.

main cider producing areaof the coun-
try.

Theword comesfromtheAnglo Saxon
phrase Waes hael meaning good health
and the Wassailing ceremony consists
of hanging toast on the branches of ci-
der appletreesto attract therobinswho
are good spiritsand will help thetrees
grow and produce good strong apples.

Sticks are banged together to drive of f
the evil spirits, then for reasons un-
known a person called the Green Man
|leads a dance around the orchard, and
then everybody fallsdown.

During and possibly before the cer-
emony, everyonedrinkskidney crippling
quantities of cider or Wassail, abever-
age of hot mulled cider mixed with
spicesand honey, whichiswhy they all
fall down.

There are several varieties of the cer-
emony but the end result isthe same.

Back in Wales on a Penarth beach,
just outside Cardiff, scientistshave dis-
covered thefossilised skull and 40 per-
cent of the skeleton of a Dracoraptor
hanigani which dates back over 200
millionyears.

It resemblesthered dragon, the Welsh
national symbol, and puts paid to the
belief, held by hundreds of men who
are married to Welsh women, that their
mother-in-law is the original Welsh
dragon.

Finally, it was announced that it stopped
raining in Eglwyswrw on the 85" day,
so unhappily for them they did not
achieve the record. It did start to rain
again on the 86" day, but | doubt that
thiswas much of aconsolation.

All for now.
Best wishes,
Elfan

A long history of cider-making
in the South West of England.
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THE SCENE outside Kensington Palace on the morning of Tues-
day, February 9 after a man died after setting himself on fire.

Man dies after setting
himsdf on fire outsde
Kensngton Palace

LONDON - Police from Kensington
Palace, the London home of the Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge, were re-
portedly first on the scenewhen aman
died after setting himself onfire.

Paramedics and firefighters were
called to the scene after 3 AM on the
morning of Tuesday, February 9, but the
man was pronounced dead at the scene.

According to the Evening Sandard,
officers stationed at the royal house-
hold werethefirst to respond to thein-
cident, involvingamanin hisforties.

They reportedly tried to douse the
flames with afire extinguisher before
attempting to providefirst aid.

A spokeswoman for Scotland Yard said
police were called at 3:06 AM and
“found aman ablaze.” London Ambu-
lance Serviceand London Fire Brigade
also attended, she said, but despitetheir
efforts the man was pronounced dead
at 3:42AM.

She said the incident was not being
treated as suspicious or asterrorist re-
lated, and the man’s actions are not
thought to have been aform of protest.

Police had earlier been alerted after a
man walked out of a central London
hospital after presenting with mental
health problems, the Sandard reported.

A statement from Scotland Yard
read:” Officers in Westminster were
called by acentral London hospital at
12:06 AM on Tuesday, 9 February af-
ter amanintheir care had failed to re-
turn.

“Police carried out enquiries to trace
this missing man at his home address
and two associated addresses but the
man, aged in his forties, was not
present.”

A large police cordonremainedin place
at the scene within sight of the palace
on Tuesday morning.
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Britain Recalves Proposalsfor
‘Better Deal’ to Say intheEU

LONDON — The European Union offered a pro-

posal on February 2 intended to keep Britain as a

member of the bloc, setting out compromises on hot-
button issueslikeimmigration and setting up arefer-
endum asearly asthis summer on whether the coun-
try wantsto retain closetiesto the Continent or goiits

own way.

The proposal, drafted by the European
Council president, Donald Tusk, ad-
dressed all theissuesthat British Prime
Minister David Cameron had insisted
be revisited if he was to campaign to
keep Britain intheunion.

But it remained vague on somecrucial
points, and in any casewas unlikely to
sway those most committed to Britain's
exit fromthebloc.

Cameron’s task in the months before
thereferendum isto rally enough sup-
porters of continued membership and
win over enough of those on the fence
to avert avote to leave, a choice that
many predict could have global ramifi-
cations.

Written after weeks of diplomacy, the
densetextsstill need to be approved by
leaders of the other 27 members of the
bloc, who, along with Britain, will meet
for acrucial summit meeting in Brus-
selsthismonth. A deal there could pave
the way for a British referendum as
early as June.

Not only would aBritish exit from the
bloc cause acute economic uncertainty
inand beyond Britain, it could alsotrig-
ger an existential crisis for the union,
which has struggled in vain to react
coherently to a growing wave of mi-
gration from the Middle East and el se-
where.

Cameron called the new plan a“very
strong and powerful package,” adding

that, while there was no final agree-
ment and more work was needed,
“strong, determined and patient nego-
tiation hasachieved agood outcomefor
Britain.”

Immediate reaction was divided along
well-established lines, with criticsof the
European Union denouncing the propos-
alsasinsubstantial.

Nigel Farage, leader of the U.K. Inde-
pendence Party, called them “truly pa-
thetic.” Steve Baker, a Conservative
Party lawmaker who also wants Brit-
aintoquitthebloc, said that “ nothingin
it would stand up to serious scrutiny.”

But Carolyn Fairbairn, director general
of the Confederation of British Indus-
try, abusinesslobby group, described
the offer as*“an important milestone on
theway to adeal that could deliver posi-
tive changesto the EU that will benefit
not just the UK, but the whole of Eu-
rope.”

Themost delicateissue on thetablewas
Cameron’scall for theright to restrict
welfare benefitsfor non-British citizens
of European Union countries, namely
by limiting access to “in work” pay-
ments that typically supplement the
earnings of low-wage employees.

These curbs could apply for up to four
years, and the documents published
state that the scal e of immigrationinto
Britain would justify them. However, it
also stipul ated that there would need to

be afinal agreement among the 28 na-
tionsfor therestrictionstokick in.

Cameron’s welfare proposals were
seen by some nations, most notably in
Eastern Europe, asabreach of the prin-
ciplethat all European Union citizens
should betreated equally.

Another proposal ensured safeguards
for thelargefinancial sector in Britain,
which decided to keep the pound rather
than adopt the euro. The British Gov-
ernment worriesthat, asthe 19 nations
that use the single currency integrate
further, rules might be skewed against
European Union nationsthat do not.

Offering such guaranteesto Britainis
sensitive in some eurozone nations,
such as France.

In another concession, European Un-
ion legislation could be blocked if
enough national parliaments oppose a
measure, though critics doubt that that
would be easy to deploy.

Cameron’s enthusiasm for the plan is
crucial because those who want Brit-
ainto stay inthebloc believe hisopin-
ionwill prove decisivewith the public
inareferendum.

He arguesthat, inside Europe'ssingle
market, but outsideitseuro single cur-
rency and the passport-free Schengen
travel zone, Britain could havethe“best
of bothworlds” if it succeedsinitsne-
gotiation.

Britain voted in 1975 to stay in what
wasthen called the European Economic
Community, which it had joined two
yearsearlier, but hasheld no plebiscites
on European issuessince.

Cameron said that, providing that the
deal isreached, hewould not argue that
“the European Union is now aperfect
and unblemished organization” but that
“on balance, Britain is better off” in-
sideit.

Northern Ireland abortion laws
breach human rights’

BELFAST —Northern Ire-
land’s near blanket ban on
abortion breaches human
rights legislation, a High
Court judge has said.

Thelandmark judgment delivered
to Belfast High Court could pave
the way for arelaxation of the re-
gion’s strict laws, which prohibit
women accessing terminations
even in cases of rape, incest or
where thereis adiagnosis of fatal
foetal abnormality.

The case was brought by the Northern
Ireland Human Rights Commission
(NIHRC).

In his decision, Justice Mark Horner
referred to the European Convention
on Human Rights, saying, “Inthecir-
cumstances, given thisissueisunlikely
to be grasped by the legislaturein the
foreseeablefuture, and the entitlement
of citizensof Northern Ireland to have
their Conventionrights protected by the
courts, | concludethat theArticle Eight
rights of women in Northern Ireland
who are pregnant with fatal foetal ab-
normalities or who are pregnant as a
result of sexual crime are breached by

THE UK’S 1967 Abortlon Act
does not extend to Northern Ire-
land. Anyone who performs an
illegal termination could be jailed
for life.

theimpugned provisions.”

The UK’s 1967 Abortion Act does not
extend to Northern Ireland, where abor-
tionsareillega exceptinlimited circum-
stanceswherethelife or mental health
of themother isin danger. Anyonewho
performsanillega termination could be
jaledfor life.

Lega argument from both sides was
heard over threedaysin June. Deliver-

ing his judgment over more than two
hours, Judge Horner said thefailureto
provideexceptionsto thelaw in certain
circumstances breached a woman's

right to privacy.

In cases of fatal foetal abnormality
(FFA), he concluded that the mother’s
inability to access an abortion was a
“gross interference with her personal
autonomy.”

Thejudgesaid, “Inthe case of an FFA
there is no life to protect. When the
foetus leaves the womb, it cannot sur-
viveindependently. It isdoomed. There
isnolifeto protect.

“Itisnot proportionateto refuseto pro-
vide an exception to the criminal sanc-
tionsimposed on the impugned provi-
sions.”

Speaking outside the court, Les
Allamby, NIHRC chief commissioner,
described the ruling as “historic.” He
said, “We welcome thislandmark rul-
ing. | think it isagood day for human
rights.”

But anti-abortion campaigner
Bernadette Smyth expressed disap-
pointment. She said, “We haveto look
at these very rare cases and provide
better support for women. Killing achild
inall circumstancesiswrong.”

Encouraging signs for
future of the Welsh language

CARDIFF — A new survey has revealed that the number of fluent Welsh
speakers has remained stable over the last decade but the number of speak-
ersinwhat were regarded as the Wel sh-speaking heartlands has fallen.

The Welsh Language Use Survey for 2013/2015 shows that the number of
peoplein Wales who consider themselves fluent hasrisen from 317,000 in
2005 to 319,000 over thelast 10 years, while the number of peoplewho say
they use Welsh daily hasrisen from 342,000 to 361,000.

The numbers of people who speak some Welsh if not fluently rose to 12
percent of Welsh people, up from nine percent in 2004/06.

However numbers of fluent speakershavefallenin several Welsh-speaking
heartlands. In Gwynedd it fell by 2,100, from 69,000 to 67,100. Ontheldeof
Anglesey the number of fluent speakersfell from 28,000 to 26,000.

Carmarthenshire saw the number of fluent speakersfall from 53,600 to 51,600,
whilein Ceredigion numbersfell slight from 26,600 to 26,000. However Car-
diff and Rhondda Cynon Taf saw large increases in those who consider

themselvesto be fluent speakers.

The capital’s number of fluent speakersrose from 14,800 to 21,800, whilein
Rhondda Cynon Taf it rose from 11,200 to 16,600.

The survey found that more than half of Welsh speakerstry to use Welsh at
least occasiondly when dealing with public organisations. Official shave com-
pared thefigures, conducted in surveys between 2013 and 2015, with asur-
vey completed between 2004 and 2006.

Heini Gruffudd, chairman of campaign group Dyfodol i'r laith, said, “My
first reactionisreally one of great encouragement that, in despite of thelast
census, the actual numbers of Wel sh speakersisholding up and increasingin

many parts of Wales.

“The onus now ison the government and policy makersto ensure that peo-
ple can use their Welsh at work and facilitate the use of Welsh on the high
street, so fluent people have more opportunity to use the language, rather

than concentrating on personal rightsto use thelanguage.”
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St. Dwynwen’s Day Celebration
at the Cambrian Hall

By
EIFION
WILLIAMS

ORGANIZER and master of cer-
emonies David Llewelyn
Williams.

PHOTOS: Heather Davies
SHARON MCINTY-BURRELL Dwynwen'’s Day celebration. In the foreground is Neville Thomas.

VANCOUVER - Inwhat has
become a tradition in recent
years, the Vancouver Welsh
Society celebrated St.
Dwynwen’'s Day at the
Cambrian Hall on Saturday,
January 30 (the actual feast
day fallson January 25).

Today, St. Dwynwen is regarded in
Wales asthe patron saint of friendship
and love, rivalling the popul arity of St.
Valentine.

WEel sh school children are now encour-
aged to celebrate the saint’s day and
St. Dwynwen’'s Day cards are popular.

Welsh Society president David LIewelyn
Williams once again organized and pre-
sided over the event, presenting avar-
ied and enjoyable evening's entertain-
ment with individual contributionsand
much audience participation.

Audience members also enjoyed des-
serts and fresh fruit platters prepared
by the Society’s Social Committee.

St. Dwynwen was a beautiful Celtic
princess who exiled herself to
Llanddwyn Island off the Anglesey
coast after being thwarted in apassion-
ate love affair.

At Llanddwyn Island she established a
church and nunnery where she was
joined by other heart-broken young lov-
ers.

Over the centuries, theruins of achapel
built |ater on the siteand anearby well
have become ameccafor young lovers
seeking assurance of their everlasting
love.

At the January 30 celebration, David
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MEMBERS of the Vancouver Welsh Society enjoying St.

Llewelyn Williams gave afascinating
account of the events in Dwynwen's
life.

Following hispresentation David distrib-
uted aSt. Dwynwen’'s Day card to each
member of the audience.

The stark beauty of Llanddwyn Island
was later shown in a video presented
by Paul Lievesley, who visited theis-
land last summer.

A short film, The Exiled Mind by Ron
Davies of Manchester, showed a se-
lection of beautiful Welsh landscape
scenes, accompanied by descriptive
words and music that aroused nostal-
gic memoriesin many audience mem-
bers.

The love theme continued throughout
the evening. Popular singer Sharon
Mclnty-Burrell, accompanied by Ruben
Federizon, sang a selection of well-
known sentimental love songs.

During the course of the evening the
audience also participated in commu-
nal singing of Welshlove songsin both
Welsh and English.

David Llewelyn Williamsand several
participants al so amused the audience
by reading out a number of entriesin
what has become a traditional St.
Dwynwen’s Day limerick competition.

The Vancouver Welsh Society is now
preparing for St. David's Day events.
There will be an open house at the
Cambrian Hall on the evening of St.
David's Day, March 1, while the an-
nual St. David's Day Dinner will also
be held at the hall on Saturday, March
5.

Further information on these eventswill
appear later on the Welsh Society’s
website.

WELSH PEOPLE SHOULD BE ON THE MONEY,
SAYS PLAID CYMRU MP

CARDIFF—Wales should be allowed
to issueits own banknoteswith famous
Welsh people while the name of the
Bank of England should be changed to
avoid causing offenceto the other Home
Nations, a Plaid Cymru MP has sug-
gested.

One of the aims of the Bank of Eng-
land and Financial Services Bill isto
provide flexibility to Scotland and
Northern Ireland on who can issue ster-
ling bank notesin those countries.

Wales remains the only nation in the
UK that is not allowed to produce its
own distinct bank notes.

Jonathan Edwards, the Plaid CymruMP
for Carmarthen East and Dinefwr, has
urged the government to change that.

At the moment the Lloyds Banking
Group holdstherightsfor the Bank of
Wales brand and Edwards wants them
to be given the right to issue Welsh
notes.

“| believe such an outcomewould come
as a much welcome boost to Welsh
national character, therecognitionasan
equal nation and as an economic en-
tity,” hesaid.

Edwards said that other countriesinthe
UK are able to celebrate and com-
memorate historic landmarks and
prominent people on their bank notes
so Wales should be allowed to do the
same.

He suggested that ex-prime minister
David Lloyd George and Aneurin

Bevan, the architect of the NHS, could
bepossihilitiesfor Wales.

Hesaid thelikesof CharlesDarwinand
William Shakespeare who appear on
notes currently circulating in Wales
have no link to the country.

Hesaid, “Many pounds of many Welsh
people over many years have contrib-
uted to the UK through an industrial
revolution to bank bailouts.

“l deem it entirely appropriate that
Wales'scontribution and standing within
the sterling zone is recognised and
would right what seemsto meto be a
clear injustice.”

Meanwhile, Edwards also suggested the
name of the Bank of England should be
changed to the Sterling Central Bank.

ST. DAVID’S Cathedral is considered the holiest site in Wales. It

is one of Britain’s oldest cathedrals and it stands on the site of a
Sixth-century monastery founded by Dewi (David), a Celtic Chris-

tian monk.

St. David’s

Cathedral:

An Important site of
Christian pilgrimage

ST. DAVID’S Cathedral in
Wales, one of Britain's old-
est cathedrals, stands on the
site of a Sixth-century mon-
astery founded by Dewi
(David), a Celtic Christian
monk.

Considered theholiest sitein Walesdue
toitsrelicsof St. David, the cathedral
was a major pilgrimage destination
throughout the MiddleAges. It remains
athriving church today.

David wasbornintheyear 500, the son
of St. Non and aprince of Ceredigion.
Legend states that Non gave birth to
himonacliff top during aviolent storm.

The present cathedral standsonthesite
of the monastery he founded inthein-
hospitable area known as ‘Glyn
Rhosyn.’

David and hisfollowerslived asimple
life; they refrained from eating meat or

drinking beer. David's symbol, now a |

national symbol of Wales, istheleek.

David rose to become a bishop in the
church and made several pilgrimages
including oneto Jerusalem duringwhich,
tradition states, he brought back with
him a stone which now sitsin an atar
in the south transept of the cathedral.

Thebest known miracle associated with
Davidissaid to havetaken place when
he was preaching in the middle of a
large crowd at the Synod of LIanddewi
Brefi.

When those at the back complained that
they could not hear him, the ground on
which he stood isreputed to haverisen
uptoformasmall hill sothat everyone
had agood view. A white dove settled
on his shoulder, asign of God's grace
and blessing.

David diedin theyear 589 and the mon-
astery issaid to have been ‘filled with
angelsas Christ received hissoul’. His
final wordsto hisfollowerswere: “Be
Joyful. Keep the Faith. Do the little
thingsthat you have heard and seen me
do.”

In the Twelfth Century Pope Calixtus
Il declared St. David's Cathedral to be
aplace of pilgrimage.

It was at this time that the medieval
shrine was constructed and situated in
the presbytery, closeto the High Altar.

Pope Calixtus Il aso stated that the
shrine was so important that two pil-
grimages to St. David's were equiva-
lent to oneto Rome, threewere equiva-
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STAINED glass window of Dewi
(St. David) depicted with a white
dove on his shoulder, a sign of
God'’s grace and blessing.
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ST. DAVID’S DAY celebrations
are now held both in Wales and
around the world.

lent to oneto Jerusalem.

Since then the path of pilgrimage has
been trodden by hundreds of thousands
of individuas.

The destruction of the shrineduring the
reformation caused a steep declinein
thisimportant religious practice; how-
ever, throughout the periods of religious
and political turmoil pilgrimshavecon-
tinuedtovisit thesite.

St. David isthe patron saint of Wales
and he is remembered at home and
abroad on March 1. Tradition holdsthat
he died on that day in 569. The date
wasdeclared anational day of celebra-
tionwithin Walesin the Eighteenth Cen-

tury.



