We can answer all your questions

CHRISTIAN WHITE, CFP &
BRYN HAMILTON, CFP

Torequest a FREE
no-obligation review
of your current
foreign pension
accounts contact
Christian White at 604-682-5431 ext: 4216

Recent changes in pension legislation now allows for a smooth
and tax-efficient transfer of foreign pension assets to Canada.

DO YOU OWN A PENSION

+ Should you integrate your foreign pension into Canada?

+ Are there risks for leaving it in the UK?

+ Are there risks moving it to Canada?

+ What are the advantages of integrating it into Canada?

+ What variables do you need to consider?

+ And do you qualify for the new tax-efficient transfer options?

IN ENGLAND, IRELAND,
SCOTLAND OR WALES?

The Plan
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LUGHNASADH by Jeni Kubicek.

UGHNASADH
(pronounced oo’ -
na-sadh) is the
feast which marks

thejourney from summer into
autumn beginning August 1.

Now it'stimeto get the crops har-
vested and brought in safely —into
the cool, dark storehouse of our
inner selves.

For our ancestors, the final harvest
meant wonderful fairs and markets, a
time of sacred peace between tribes
that might usually beinwar.

These events are connected and re-
calledin oneform or another in myths
surrounding life-in-death and death-in-

[READ more about the artist on page 2]

Lughnasadh: TheJourney
from Summer into Autumn

life aspects of gods and goddesses in
virtually every cultureandreligion.

Lughnasadh is the time of the barley
moon. In older times, the last stalk of
grain was ceremonially cut and crafted
into acorn dolly, which could represent
both the god and the goddess.

One aspect of the god who ishonoured
by some Celtic traditionsat thistime of
yearisLlew Llaw Gyffes, aWelsh god
of light who died and cameback to life.
Hewastheripener of thegrain, thesun.

In Ireland, he was called “Lugh, the
Long-Handed.” He owned a magic
spear which thirsted for blood, and
which flashed fire and roared aloud in
battle. Lugh was the first to use the
horseinwarfare, and nobody could gaze
upon hisface without being dazzled.

August 1 was called Lammas by the

Publication
Mail Agreement:
40009398

Saxonsfrom theAnglo-Saxon hlaf-mas
or “loaf feast,”
that are baked from the first grain har-
vested. Thisisthefirst harvest festival
of the year and this celebration of the
harvest of the first grain tiesin nicely
with Lughnasadh.

[READ CYNTHIA WALLENTINE'S
COLUMN ON PAGE 14 FOR MORE.]

referring to the loaves |

MHAIRI BLACK, the 20-year-old Scottish Nationalist Party MP
delivers an electrifying maiden speech in the British House of

Commons on Tuesday, July 14.

[READ MORE ON PAGE 9]

i b [
A NATION IN MOURNING — Six Irish students died after a
balcony collapsed in Berkeley, California. (Clockwise from top
left) Eimear Walsh, Eoghan Culligan, Olivia Burke, Lorcan
Miller, Ashley Donohoe, and Niccolai Schuster. [See pace 15]

Hoop DRreaMS:
A SON’s JOURNEY
TOo THE SPECIAL
OLympric GAMES

ByAnn Carr
Page 13

CoNoR M cGREGOR:
| RELAND’S FIRST
UFC cHAMPION

IN LAS VEGAS
Page 18

FLOWERS on the beach near the Imperial Marhaba Hotel fol-
lowing the attack in Sousse, Tunisia. The British and Irish Gov-
ernments have warned against all but essential travel amid fears

of a fresh terror attack.

WIN FREE TICKETS

Win a pair (2 tickets) to a Taste of
the Highlands at the Canmore
Highland Games in Canmore, Al-
berta on September 5, plus a pair (2
tickets) to the Canmore Highland
Games (Ceilidh not included), on
September 6. (See pages 3 & 6 for
details). Entry by August 7. Mark your
entry: Canmore Highland Games.
Entries by e-mail only. Mark the name
of the event on your entry, including
your name and daytime telephone
number. (Only one entry per person.)
Send to: chutler@telus.net

[SEE PAGE 11]

Tohnnic "4

JOHNNIE FOX’ S IRISH

SNUG on Granville Street in
Vancouver has announced
a new ‘Fly to Ireland’ com-
petition for their valued cus-
tomers. [SEE PAGE 4]
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PHOTO: Tony Butler
AN honour guard of upraised hurley sticks by members of the
Vancouver lrish Sporting and Social Club at the removal of
Tom Butler’s casket from St. Patrick’s Parish in Vancouver.

The Boys of the County Mayo

Far away from the Land
of the Shamrock and Heather
Insearch of aliving
as exiles we roam.

But whenever we chance
to assembl e together
We think of the land where
we once had a home.

But these homes are destroyed
and our soilscultivated.
The hand of the tyrant brought
plunder and woe.

And thefriends of our youth,
may God always be with them.
They too are exilesfrom
the County Mayo.

From historicKillaa,
from Swinford to Ballagh,
Ballyhaunisand Westport

and oul’ Castlebar,
Kiltimagh and Claremorris,

Belmullet and Erris,

Kilkelly and Knock,
that's famed near and far.

Our firesare long dead
and our hearths desolated
I'n our once happy homes

inthe County Mayo.

Balla, Ballinrobe, Ballinaand Bohola,
Keel Oaksand Foxford,
afew milesbelow,
Newport and Cong
and oul’ Straideand Manulla,
Charlestowntoo,

"Tismany long yearssince
with heartsfull of sorrow,

The Land of the Shamrock inthe County Mayo.
weleft far behind. Chorus:
Thedays of our youth ’

‘Now Boys, pull together
inall kinds of weather,
Ne' er show the white feather
wherever ye go.

Act each like a brother

it's now we regret them,
And thefriends of our childhood
whomwestill bear in mind.

Ah! The days of our youth

we'll never forget them and help one another,
They clingto our visions Likethe stout-hearted men
wherever we go. from the County Mayo.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Our cover artist this month is Jeni Kubicek, a freelance artist based in North
Carolina, U.S.A. She has wanted to be an artist since she was five, but started
being serious around age 14. She didn’t take lessons or classes but instead
drew what she loved and drew inspiration from other artists.

She was home schooled K-12 then, instead of going to college, Jeni traveled
the world, worked and continued to learn about art. Since then she got mar-
ried and worked numerous jobs. She now works from home as a freelance
artist.

Her fanart features various books and series, including Wildwood Dancing by
Juliet Marillier, The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, Warm Bodies by
Isaac Marion, and the Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling.

For more information about Jeni Kubicek, visit her Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/jenikubicekart.
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In Memory of Tom Butler

December 28, 1930 - June 25, 2015

ANCOUVER - Friends and family gath-

ered from far and wide on the morning of

Saturday, July 4, 2015 to say afinal fare-

well to aman who had alarge presencein
the local Irish community for almost 60 years.

- By MAURA DE FREITAS

Tom Butler was born in Kilmaine, Co.
Mayoinlreland on December 28, 1930
and he passed away after alongillness
on June 25, 2015 in Vancouver at the
age of 84.

Predeceased by his first wife Annie
Teresa, he islovingly remembered by
hiswife Catholine Butler, children Kevin
Butler and Mary Ann Segarty (Grant),
step-children Maura De Freitas (Jose)
and Patrick McCay and grandchildren
Angela Logan (James), Susie Segarty
(Mike), Liam Segarty (Sandra), Teresa
Segarty (Chad) and hisgreat-grandchil-
dren, sisters and brothers, nieces and
nephews and many friends in Canada,
the U.S.A. and Ireland.

It felt so appropriate to say farewell to
Tom at St. Patrick’s Parish in Vancou-
ver with Father James Hughes cel ebrat-
ing hisfuneral Mass. Thiswasthe par-
ish where so many Irish emigrants of
his erafound ahome and acommunity
upon arrival inthiscity.

Over theyears, Tom'sdoor was always
open with awarm welcomefor hisfel-
low Irish exilesand many will remem-
ber thelegendary gatheringshe and his
late wife Teresaheld in the Fiftiesand
Sixties.

Their home served asthe unofficial Irish
centrewhere so many wonderful gath-
eringstook place with music and songs
shared. Loneliness and homesickness
were dispelledin such fine company.

Tom played akey rolein theformation
of many of thelocal Irish organizations,
particularly the Sons of Erin and later
the Vancouver Irish Sporting and Social
Club (1SSC).

Oneof themost remarkable demonstra-
tionsof support followed Tom’sfuneral
Mass when members of the ISSC —
both men and women, young and old —

TOM BUTLER — A proud Mayo
man to the core.

donned their green and gold jerseysand
formed a silent guard of honour with
uplifted hurleysleading all theway out
of the church.

That wasan incredibletribute to aman
whose name graces the GAA Western
Canada Division men’s championship
award: The Tom Butler Cup.

Thank you also to Catherine Flynn and
LeeCookefor their hel p putting together
the wonderful slide show presentation
at the reception afterwards.

Tom alsowill beremembered for al his
volunteer work with the Vancouver St.
Vincent de Paul Society where he
helped with meals for the Downtown
Eastside and worked on many renova-
tion projects.

Personally, it was a privilege to know
him and | will never forget how very
good hewasto me.

Hewas my beloved step-father and he
first came into my life about 22 years
ago when he married my mother
Catholine. From that time forward he
took me under hiswing and treated me
like another daughter.

| was never so proud to have him walk
beside me as on my wedding day when
he escorted me down the aisle to my
bridegroom.

We shared so many joyous and happy
family celebrationstogether and it was
Tom’s generous spirit that will always
leavealasting impression.

| am very grateful for all the support and
encouragement Tom consistently
showed mewith my work publishing The
Celtic Connection. | know hewasvery
proud each month to help distribute the

paper.

Over the years his presence brought us
agreat deal of stability and there were
many momentswhen hisvery practical
common sense helped to guide us
through some very turbulent waters.

In more recent years it was because of
Tom that | worked to organizethelrish
seniorsluncheonsthrough thelrish Be-
nevolent Society of B.C.

| became aware of the great contribu-
tion so many of theseearlier Irishimmi-
grants made to our community and in
their golden years| wanted to help bring
theselovely peopletogether where once
again they could sing and dance and
enjoy each other’s company.

During the past few weeks | have read
so many of the numerous condolence
messages received and the one quality
that shines through all the grief is that
Tom will be remembered as a gentle-
man and a man of honour, and | think
there can be no finer tribute.

On behalf of my mother Catholine But-
ler and dl the Butler family, | wouldlike
to extend our warmest thank you to eve-
ryonewho called or sent messages, and
who attended the prayers and funeral
Mass. Your support has been greatly
appreciated.

[The family has requested in lieu of
flowers, donations to the Vancouver
St. Vincent de Paul Society with the
Archdiocese of Vancouver.]
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TOM GIBBONS Cup and the Tom Butler Cup— ladies and men’s
GAA Western Canada championship trophies.

Best of luck to all the GAA teams
competing in the 2015

Western Canada Championships

Best of luck to all the teams participating in the 2015 GAA
Western Canada Championships in Edmonton, Alberta on
theAugust long weekend.

Eight distinct clubs spread through three provinces are preparing for the chal-
lenge, including: The Fraser Valley Gaelsand the Vancouver Irish Sporting and
Socia Club from British Columbig; the Calgary Chieftains, the Edmonton Wolfe
Tones, the RedBridge Eire Og, and Fort McMurray Shamrocks from Alberta;
and the Regina Gaels and Chlann na Gael Saskatoon from Saskatchewan.

SENDING BEST WISHES and
best of Irish luck to our West-

ern

Cassandra Sampson of Fort
McMurray, Alberta, at the finals
taking place in Ireland in Au-
gust for the International Rose
of Tralee Festival.

A total of eight men’steams are scheduled to compete for the honour of hoisting
the Tom Butler Cup, while five women’s teams will compete for the Tom Gib-

Canada Rose 2015, bons Cup.

Congratul ations as well to the EdmontonWolfe Tones whose 40" anniversary
coincideswith the championship weekend.

No doubt it will be a tough competition and a weekend to remember as it is
predicted to be the largest tournament staged in the history of thedivision.

Saorins
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TREASURE CHEST

British Groceries, Teas, Deli Products,
Sweets, Bagged Candies, Gifts & Souvenirs

British Import Stores

Cevric Treasure CHEST
5639 DUNBAR ST.
Sdlst, & Dunbar™
VANCOUVER, B.C.

(604) 261-368%
wWw '“-.L‘l"h Ictreasure l'hL'LLL';l

It is time to Retire!

Are you passionate about products made in
the U.K.? Have you ever wished you could
own a British Import store? Are youin a
position where your job is going nowhere
and you would like independence and pride
of owning your own business? Here is your
once in a life time opportunity to own a very
successful and profitable business.

D R e R T B e T C e B B D e

Cevric Treasure CHesT
#14, 7550 RIVER ROAD
*Tilbury ark™
DELTA, B.C.

(604) H0-5366
www, britisheuropeanimparts.ca

To remove any false rumours here are the
facts. Our intention was to run the
businesses thru Christmas and then after
Robbie Burn's day put the stores and
property up for sale. The word that we
were planning to retire got around and we

] L [ e et S E B T T e i S SR P

have had interest in both the Dunbar and British Istes in Canada T
Delta properties. The Dunbar retail store, e tor Dictrihnts g
the Delta retail store are available with or [ AR LA
without the property. Both stores are for & Wholesale Co. Ltd. gi
sale with all fixtures, equipment and stock 5
included. It includes web site, U.K. contacts and suppliers, Canadian suppliers, mailing [
list of customers, ete. Price includes many exclusive deli and U.K. product lines not |
available anywhere else in Canada.

The wholesale division is also up for sale! :j-‘

Serious inquires only, No triflers or curious inquires please. Open to offers. {
= | . i
EXmm 2 P
sl I 3

T Taplaar T Tzl Tl e ol I i Tz I Tl a el Toalial T

ARE YOU AN ACCOMPLISHED
SIDE/SNARE DRUMMER?

City of New Westminster Pipe Band are ready
to welcome accomplished side/snare
drummers into the band.

Due to job changes and retirements, we are in
need of more drummers.

if you enjoy a Pipe Band and the camaraderie
with bandmates and making music together,
but are not really into competing, then we are
the Pipe Band for you.

For more information contact:
Pat Buchannon: pbuchannon@newchelsea.caor

John Davie: Cell: 604-785-1645
www.cityofnewwestminsterpipeband.ca

Irish Club Entertainment Listing

August 1, 2 & 3 — Heritage Days
Be sure and visit our Pavilion at Heritage Days & taste our
delicions traditional Irish Food - our potato bread is outstanding!

IRISh SPORTS and soclal society comoncon

12546-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0X3 Tel: (780)453-2248 Fax: (780)451-5969

Jam Sessions -

Almost every Thursday
Call: 780-48g-7402to
confirm bring vour musical

Edmonton Wolfe Tones GAA Club are hosting the 2015 Western Canadian instruments & drop into the
GAA Championship Tournament on The August 1st, long week-end - 3oy i
: Irish Centre for a good ole
Everyone welecome Lo come out and support all the teams 5y
Irish Jam Session
For entertainment listings in August & September - call the club

The Wolfe Tones will be celebrating 40 years with a gala on September 26th.
Contact: kimberlydbudd@me.com for details

www.edmontonirishelub.ca

ames

Centennial Park, Canmore, AB
25th Anniversary
Sept 5-6, 2015

- Yaaar o Ve S
Taste of the Highlands | Highland dancing | Piping & Drumming | Vendors
Sheep dogs | Celtic entertainment | Heavy Sports | Traditional food

Beer garden | Evening Ceilidh | Rain or shine | Heated festival tent

PR

Taste of the Highlands Saturday, September 5,5-9 pm

Sunday, September 6, 8 am - 5:30 pm

Full Highland Games
Evening Ceilidh

Sunday, September 6, 6 - 11 pm

Advance tickets now available
Buy early to avoid disappointment
www.canmorehighlandgames.ca
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Summer Festivals and Trad Sessions

from Vancouver to Dingle

FINBAR FUREY
The Rogue is delighted to
bring Finbar Furey to St.
JamesHall onAugust 15!

Finbar has left his mark on the music
of Ireland and indeed taken Irish music
around theworld for morethan 40 years
as the lead singer, banjo and uilleann
pipes player for The Fureys, agroup
he shared with hisbrothersEddie, Paul
and George.

He has toured extensively in Britain,
America, Australia and Europe, treat-
ing audiencesto evenings of purelrish
magic, great music, good humour, and
the charm and sparkling wit associated
with one of Ireland’sgreat raconteurs.

From hisearly folk daysinthelate Six-
tiesto hismore contemporary, raw and
emotional styletoday, hismusicisde-
termined, irresistibly intriguing and re-
flectiveand re-affirmshisstatusasone
of Ireland’s great folk heroes.

Hewaslast here around 20 years ago,
| think, at The Cultch. | still recall that
concert asthenight | witnessed acom-
prehensive master classon the uilleann
pipes. What a great player he is, and
such agreat communicator too!

From earliest memory, music played an
essential rolein Finbar’sfamily home
inBallyfermot, Dublin.

Hisfather played fiddle and pipesand
his mother played five string banjo.
Finbar won several all-Ireland champi-
onshipson the uilleann pipesasateen-

ager.

Asaduo with his brother Eddiein the
late Sixties, the two left Ireland and
were soon playing in folk clubs, col-
leges, then festivals and concert halls
throughout Europe where their ap-
proach to the music was soon noticed
and influenced succeeding generations.

Finbar has always experimented with
instruments and designed and had made
aset of pipesin stainlesssteel, thefirst
ever made.

In 1971 he designed anew styleof flute
and commissioned Bernard Overton to
make it and so the Overton flute (or
low whistle as it is called nowadays)
was born and isnow played worldwide
inevery Irish and Celtic band.

In 1978 they asked younger brothers,
Paul and George with their bandmate,
Davey Arthur, tojointhem and formed
The Fureysand Davey Arthur.

The band achieved worldwide fame
with Finbar asfrontman, with such hits
as Finbar’'s Lonesome Boatman and
songs like Sweet 16, The Green Fields
of France, The Red Rose Cafe and
many more.

In 1995, Finbar |eft thegroup to launch
a solo career and his reputation as a
solo artist hasincreased with every per-
formancewith hisgutsy, emotional and
innovative approach to music. Hiscon-
certs are nights packed with lots of
music, songs, passion and fun.

Finbar hasal so added acting to hiscred-
its, playing a singing role in Martin
Scorsese’s Gangs of New York fol-
lowed by a lead acting role in Mark
Mahon's Srength and Honour along-
sideVinny Jones, Richard Chamberlain,
Michael Madsen and Patrick Bergin.

Thiswasfollowed with astunning role
asamentaly ill ex-gamekeeper inthe
short film Paris/ Sexy and then a part

FINBAR Furey has left his
mark on the music of Ireland
and indeed taken Irish music
around the world for more than
40 years as the lead singer,
banjo and uilleann pipes player
for The Fureys. He plays The
Rogue Folk Club in Vancouver
on August 15.

in RTE's feted drama series, Love/
Hate.

In 2013 Finbar won The Hit with the
beautifully written The Last Great Love
Song and followed thiswith hisalbum
Colours becoming his first Number
Onein 30 years since When you were
Sweet 16 in 1983.

Finbar’s back in the charts now with
hisnewly released instrumental and in-
spirational album on pipesand flute, The
Slender Promise. For more, see:
www.finbar furey.com.

OYSTERBAND
Two days earlier, The Rogue presents
Anglo-Celtic Folk Rock pioneers,
Oysterband at St. James Hall.

They makeakind of modern, folk-based
British music, acoustic at heart but not
awaysquiet. They’ ve been doing this
for alongtime, and they’ re pretty good
atit by now.

At first purely adance band (The Oys-
ter Ceilidh Band), Oysterband soon
started experimenting with radical ar-
rangementsof traditional songsand with
home recording, determined that tradi-
tional music should not bejust abranch
of the heritageindustry.

Musicians came and went, the name
shortened, and in 1986 they released
their first breakthrough album Sep
Outside.

During the late Eighties Oysterband
toured acrossthe globe, including Scan-
dinavia, Eastern Europe, and North
America

They have played alongside the likes
of Michelle Shocked and Billy
Bragg, toured for the British Council

inIndia, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Japan,
Malaysia, Indonesia, and Morocco.

These travels had a powerful impact
ontheir attitudesto both theworld and
to song writing.

In 1990 they recorded Freedom And
Rain with the great English folk diva
June Tabor.

Although essentially atrad and covers
collection, the songs were shrewdly
chosen, and the album was very well
received, particularly inthe U.S. where
Rolling Sone commented “imagineif
Aerosmith and Madonna announced
they wereto tour together...!!”

The Rogue brought them to Vancouver
in1991: June Tabor in achain mail vest
singing White Rabbit with the Oysters
rocking the backbeat and searing the
air at 86 Street Music Hall with their
fiddle, melodeon, and guitars. Ah yes.
Happy days!

Meanwhile in the UK the ground was
shifting.

As Oysterband expanded from their
folk background, others were expand-
ing from rock into folk, and the conver-
gence became a new scene including
The Pogues, The Levellers, The
Water boys, and Celtas Cortos.

The high-point from this period was
probably Holy Bandits (1993); thefirst
song When I'm Up | Can't Get Down
waslater asubstantial hit for Great Big
Sea.

In the early to mid-Nineties,
Oysterband recorded collaborations
with ElizaCarthy, The Handsome Fam-
ily, and others, aswell as establishing
the hugely popular festival The Big
Session.

Morerecently the band have found re-
markable success from their reunion
album with June Tabor, Ragged King-
dom, released in 2011.

Twenty-one years after Freedom And
Rain may seem perverse, but it was
well worth thewait.

Ragged Kingdom earned no less than
three BBC Folk Awards (Best Trad
Track, Best Album, and Best Group).

With astunning new album, Diamonds
On The Water, and after such a long
career, Oysterband can’t help feel that
themost fruitful timemight beright now.

Make sure you don’t missthisincred-
iblereturntoform.

Currently, QOysterband consists of
founder members John Jones (vocals,
melodeon), Alan Prosser (guitars, vo-
cals), and lan Telfer (violin, keyboard,
vocals) with Dil Davies (drums), Al
Scott (bass guitar, mandolin, vocals),
and Adrian Oxaal (cello, guitar, vocals).
www.oyster band.co.uk.

Dick GAUGHAN
On September 12, The Rogue presents
Scots singer Dick Gaughan at St.
James. It's been a few years since he
was last here.

Few singerscan convey the raw power
of traditional song and contemporary
protest anthem with such authority, and
hisguitar work isbrilliantly intricate at
times, and mind-blowingly truculent at
others!

His 1984 album Handful Of Earthwas
voted Album of the Century by readers
of British magazine fRoots, a celebra-
tion of his versions of Burns' Now
Westlin® Winds, Leon Rosselson’s

World Turned Upside Down and Ed
Pickford’s Workers Song.

He usually starts his shows with Si
Kahn's What You Do With What
You've Got and his renditions of bal-
lads like The Cruel Brother and
Glenlogieare spine-tinglingly good.

His cover of Pete Seeger’s\Waist Deep
In The Big Muddy is equally memora-
ble.

We can’t wait to hear what he's been
up to lately. For more, see:
www.dickgaughan.co.uk.

SUMMER FESTIVALS

IN B.C. AND ALBERTA
We just got back from Island
Musicfest in Courtenay. I' m till buzz-
ing frommy first taste of Seeleye Span
in concert!

The band that first rocked out on trad
ballads like Thomas The Rhymer and
Cold Haily Windy Night and went to
the top of the charts with All Around
My Hat and asong in Latin (Gaudete)
made their first ever B.C. appearance
last weekend.

| spokewith Maddy Prior afterwards
and shetold meshewould loveto bring
the band to VVancouver ontheir next tour.
I’ll makeit happenif | can!

PEI's Ten Srings & A Goatskin was
the only other Celtic band on view, and
they were a huge hit with the crowd.

Thiscoming weekend I’m looking for-
ward to seeing Richard Thompson,
Rory McLeod, Breabach, Ross
Ainslie & Jarlath Hender son, Sam
L ee, and The Once — amongst others
— at the Vancouver Folk Music Fes-
tival (www.thefestival.bc.ca).

Thenit'sMission and more piping from
Ross and Jarlath, Canadian fiddling
with Pierre Schryer and Jocelyn
Pettit, the Irish pipesof Martin Nolan,
and theamazing harmoniesand Galician
pipes of lalma (July 24-26).
www.missionfolkmusicfestival.com.

Next month it's the Edmonton Folk
Festival, the Rolls Royce of festivals,
with Cape Breton's Coig, Ireland’'s
Sinead O’ Connor and | Draw Slow,
Scotland’s Brian McNeill, Quebec’s
LeVent Du Nord, and England's Ri-
chard Thompson and Oysterband.
(August 6-9). www.edmonton
folkfest.org.

Then there's the Princeton Tradi-
tional Music Festival
(www.princetontraditional .org) and
Salmon Arm’s Roots & Blues Festi-
val (www.rootsandblues.ca) to choose
from (August 14-16). So much fabu-
lousmusic, solittletimel!

DooLIN FoLk FEsTIVAL
On our trip to Ireland last month we
took in the third annual Doolin Folk
Festival in Co. Clare

It was held at the Doolin Hotel on the
main street (Fisher Street) in a wed-
ding tent and garden at the back.

The tent holds around 700 people, |
reckon. Maybe more. There are two
barsinthe garden, plusone upstairsin
aroom with a second stage.

Therewas ahuge open firewith atwo-
metre pan on it cooking Thai Chicken
Curry.

Big open braziersburninglogs, thesmell
of woodsmoke disguising the smell of
cigarette smoke.

Three craft vendors, abusy cafe at the
front serving bespoke pizza, apub next
door with sessions every night spilling
out into the courtyard by day.

Dublin Porter (the original Guinness
recipe) and Smithwick’'s Pale Ale on
tap, and the very popular StellaArtois
Cidreinlargebottles.

Three nights of music and only half a
miletowalk hometo our B& B, which
had views out to the Cliffs of Moher
(and we could hear thelast bands play-
ing on into the night from our room!).
What great bands, too!

Doolinisbasically one street with four
pubs and a few houses, a couple of
shops and hostels and fields of cows
and sheep.

Aswedrovein, wespied L ukaBloom
walking along the road. We knew we
werein theright place!

Wewere amongst thefirst to arriveand
set up camp in the comfy chairsin the
wedding “lounge,” where Irish TV
were conducting interviewswith some
of the performers.

Shar on Shannon wasthe big nameon
the Friday night, and she played with
threemusicians—Jim Murray on gui-
tar, Alan Connor on piano and guitar
and vocals and | can’'t remember the
fiddler’'sname but hewas brilliant!

Next up was songwriter Declan
O’Rourke — check out his gorgeous
songs Galileo and Whatever Else Hap-
pens.

Thelast band started at 12:45AM each
night, and | just couldn't stay awake
long enough to hear the very excellent
young band Moxie.

On Saturday we cruised over to Inis
Oirr in the Aran Islands and then un-
derneath the Cliffs of Moher —what a
great way to see them!

Made it back to the festival to see We
Banj o 3 (two sets of brothersand only
two banjos!) What a great band!

Young guyshaving fun and playing and
singing brilliantly. Trad and related mu-
sic delivered with lotsof smiles.

We wandered around to the sessions
and even managed to stay for the first
half of thefinal set by Aldoc, compris-
ing two former members of Grada
(from Ireland and New Zealand) plus
musiciansfrom Germany and Holland,
I think.

Their CD, From Tallaght To Halle, is
excellent; asort of trippy ambient blend
of Irish trad and dub — a bit like Afro
Celts perhaps. Live they didn't quite
carry it off, but the flute player isquite
amazing.

The tent was absolutely packed with
lovely young women dressed to the
ninesand young Irish lads as pissed as
newts!

A French visitor asked to take a photo
of the empty kegs as he'd never seen
so much beer consumed in one evening!

On Sunday we viewed the Cliffsfrom
the top and then headed back to the
festival intimeto seeNoCrows, aSligo
sextet with a Siberian fiddler, a Swiss
cellist and aMallorcan guitarist!

Great stuff again, touching on trad and
blending songs in Catalan with horas
from eastern Europe and excellent
songsand original tunes.

[Continued next page]
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“1 thought
they were starting
to sound like an
Irish trad version
of Spinal Tap here,
with band members
disappearing
suddenly!”

[Continued from page 4]

Paddy Keenan, the master uilleann
piper, was next, in an ever-growing
band which featured local accordionist
Dermot Byrne (ex Altan) amongst
others.

They had the crowd dancing madly.
L uka Bloom then introduced his new
trio O Sahara, singing Limestone
Desert Blues — all new songs written
in hisnew home closeto the Burren.

Thisincrediblelimestonelandscapejust
north of Doolin iswhere exotic plants
grow inthe cracks of ancient rocksand
underground riversflow to the sea.

Theonly song I’ d heard beforewasthe
encore, Don’'t Be Afraid Of The Light
That Shines Within You.

All therest were new songs, many with
astirring Arabic feel reminiscent of Ali
Farka Toure at times. Spellbinding!

| spoke with him afterwards and heis
desperate to come back to Vancouver
next year. Hooray!

Thelast band we saw was Stockton’s
Wingwith Kieran Hanrahan on gui-
tar and vocals, Paul Roche onfluteand
Tommy Hayes on bodhran.

Their fiddler, Maurice Lennon, was
in hospital in Minneapolis (“He'll be
fine,” said Kieran) and hewasreplaced
by Tara Breen a young fiddler from
Enniswho had never played with them
before that afternoon.

Guitarist Seve Cooney was taken ill
on hisway to the gig and wasin hospi-
tal inLimerick.

(“He'll befine,” said Kieran. | thought
they were starting to sound likean Irish
trad version of Spinal Tap here, with
band members disappearing suddenly!).

Anyhow, they drafted in the excellent
Jen Butterworth on guitar and the
band sounded just as good as they did
in 1985 when | first saw them. Walk
Away, Beautiful Affair, and The
Golden Sud wererounded out with the
stirring Skidoo as an encore. A great
way to finish thismemorable event.

DiNGLE
The next day we drove to Dingle and
found even more music, notably from
Tommy O’ Sullivan, who now runs a
wonderful pub there (The Old Court-
house, with live music every night and
superb local organic porter ontap).

We saw Teresa Horgan & Matt
Griffin there. Teresareplaced Vancou-
ver’'s Norah Rendell on flute and vo-
calsinthe Outside Track, and she had
just released her first solo CD — three
daysearlier.

We also saw Seamus Begley’'s
daughter Maeve — again with Matt
Griffin on guitar —the previous night.
What a great accordion player and
singer sheis, too.

There’sso much great musicin Dingle,
and so many great young musiciansand

TEROGUE preets Anglo-Celtic Folk Rock pioner,

Oysterband at St. James Hall in Vancouver on August 13.

singersliving there.
Please tune in to my radio show, The
Edge On Folk every Saturday, from

8 AM to noon on CiTR FM 101.9 in
Vancouver and www.citr.ca to hear
music by all these performers and
more!

Rogue Folk Club

Celebrating 28 Years of the best Celtic & Roots!
www.roguefolk.com

Thursday, AUGUST 13
Ano-Ceftfc Folk Rock ‘Pioneers

%, -

Saturday, AUGUST 15
Legendary uilleann piper / singer /

storyteller / banjo player

OYSTERBAND
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 12

Scottish singer /
guitarist / activist

DICK
GAUGHAN

'

and lots more to come!/

St. James Hall (3214 West 10th Ave.)
Tickets & Info (604) 736-3022

Don’t miss
Johnnie Fox’s Irish Snug
‘Fly To Irdand’ Contest

VANCOUVER - Johnnie Fox’s Irish Snug has announced a new ‘Fly to
Ireland’ competition for their valued customers.

With every pint of Guinness, or featured entrée of the week purchased, cus-
tomerswill receive aballot ticket with achanceto win afreetrip for twoto
Ireland.

Each completed ballot isentered into a contest draw box at Johnnie Fox’son
Granville Street and every two weeks aticket will be drawn.

Thiswill givethefinalist agoldenticket valid for thebig finaleto beheld on
August 22. A total of eight golden tickets will be given out.

Six will be drawn from the entry box at the pub over the course of the
competition, the other two from a social media competition online. Watch
Johnnie Fox’s Irish Snug Facebook page or drop in to the bar for more de-
tails.

Thefinale draw will take place on August 22 with all golden ticket holders
present, or they can nominate a person to represent them.

A big party will beheld for thefinale at Johnnie Fox’s I rish Snug with lots of
Guinness prizesfor all the people present.

For moredetails, check out the Johnnie Fox’s I rish Snug Facebook page.

johnnie Fox’g
IRISH SNUG

1033 GRANVILLE
WWW.JOHNNIEFOX.CA

For More Information
www.johnniefox.ca ® 604.685.4946

Topr 10 CeLic Hits FOR JuLy

Celt In A Twist is local contemporary Celtic radio heard weekly on AM
1470, CJVB in Vancouver.

www.worldbeatcanada.com.
The following is the Celt In A Twist Contemporary Celtic Top Ten:

6. Tired Of Your Tears by Feufollet
- Two Universes on Feufollet
Records.

1. Kometens Hales by Jansberg -
Terra Nova on GO' Danish.

2. The Chase by Natalie
MacMaster and Donnell Leahy 7.
- One on DLL Music.

3. What You Do With What You've

Nunca James by
The Paperboys - At Peace With
One’s Ghosts on Independent.

Got by Qristina & Quinn 8. Catch Me by The Real
Bachand - Little Hinges on McKenzies - Rats in the Burlap
Independent. on Fat Wreckchords.

4. Au revoir Grand Mamou by 9. The Hunger & The Fight by

Steve Riley & The Mamou
Playboys - Voyageurs on
Mamou Playboy.

5. The Vapourer by Spiro -

The Mahones - The Hunger &
The Fight (Part 1) on Whiskey
Devil Records.

10.Leaving of Liverpool by
Welcome Joy and Welcome Homeland - That Show on
Sorrow on Real World Records. Independent

Celt In A Twist Pick Of The Month:

Jansberg - Terra Nova
(GO’ Danish)

The Foggy Dew Irish Pub

Coquitlam

Is the place to be for all your entertainment needs.
We oﬁer' a select menu, great daily Irish specialty
food & beverage, great music, great service,

friendly faces and lots of fun!

CATCH ALL THE SPORTS ACTION AT THE DEW!
on our 10 plasma & 20 satellite screens

JULY/AUGUST
EVENT CALENDAR '

Patio now open!
ENTERTAINMENT EVERY - Weather permitting
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT NEW
with: DJ GARY GUNN Minors are now allowed into our
Playing all your favourite music

establishment from open to 8:00 PM — must
be accompanied by a parent or guardian
‘We now have

26 Craft Beer on Tap
14 are local Craft Beer

» Select UFC Games
Call pub first to check

» Brunch served every day until 3pm
= .40 cent wings all day to close Monday

WWW.FOGGYDEWIRISHPUB.COM

405 North Road <

(in the Executive Plaza Hotel) (6 04)
Coiguitarii, B.C. 937-5808
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THE 25" annual Canmore Highland Games presented by the Three Sisters Scottish Festival
Society will be held in Canmore, Alberta on September 5-6, 2015.

CanmoreHighland Games
to Ceéebrate 25" Anniversary

ANMORE, Alberta—After uncertainty with

financial difficulties, the Three Sisters Scot-

tish Festival Society announced in Febru-

ary that they will present their signature sum-
mer event this year. They are deeming their “ Save
the Highland Games” fundraiser a success.

With this accomplishment, good
budget control, and the help of a
bridging loan of $15,000 from the
Town of Canmore, they are
proudly saying that their 25" an-
niversary Canmore Highland
Gameswill take place on Septem-
ber 5-6, 2015.

“We are thrilled with the support we
havereceived,” saysorganization presi-
dent Sandy Bunch.

“The response has been tremendous,
from the radio stations and newspapers

to the private and corporate donations
of amountssmall and large.

“We are so happy to bein the planning
stages of our event for 2015.

“This year we salute the Alberta par-

ticipantswho hel ped us start our Games
25yearsago,” says Sally Garen, enter-
tainment coordinator for thefestival.

Hired talent for thisyear’s events will
include Stratus (Alberta’s version of
Peter, Paul and Mary with some hilar-
ity thrownin), local favourites Cabot’'s
Crossing of Calgary and St. James Gate
of Red Deer.

Completing theline-up will bethe Regi-
mental Pipesand Drums of the Calgary
Highlanders and performers from the
MJP Academy of Irish Dance.

New to thefestival thisyear will bethe
addition of several food truck vendors
to supply awide range of fare for all
palates at the Sunday games, and gour-
met food itemswill beadded to the Taste
of Highlands events on Saturday, Sep-
tember 5.

Thefestival isprepping for agreat pres-
entation of Celtic cultureinall itsforms
—dance, music and sports.

“We would like at least 25 bands this
year —aband for each year of thismile-
stone anniversary,” says Piping and
Drumming coordinator Audrey Third.
“So bandsmen, please join us for the
biggest event ever thisyear!

“We haveissued aFacebook challenge
toall fire, police, EMT, pubsand com-
panies to enter a team for the tug of
war. Prize money isin place for both
men’sand women'’sdivision winners—
$2,000in each division —winner takes
all,” saysBunch.

Overheard at a drum major workshop
in Calgary earlier thisyear wasacom-
ment by one of the participants saying
that Canmore's Games are undoubtedly
held in the most beautiful venue in
North America.

“Thethrill of the massed bands beneath
the rugged mountain peaksis beyond
comparison, definitely the placeto be
on the Labour Day weekend.”

More at www.canmorehighland
games.ca.

Royal Family Gathers
for Chrigening of Princess Charlotte

ONDON - Kensington Palace has released
the first official photographs from the chris-
tening of Princess Charlotte, showcasing the

| .

A LARGE crowd

of royal fans
passed through security to the
area around the Church of St.
Mary Magdalene where Prin-
cess Charlotte was set to be
christened in front of the
Queen and close family.

tographer Mario Testino, who snapped
Charlotte’s late grandmother, Princess
Diana, for afamous 1997 Vanity Fair
issue.

Dazzlingin her ornate christening gown,
the two-month-old princessis pictured
alongside her parents, the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge, and older
brother, George.

Thenewly released photosgiveaninti-
mate behind-the-scenes look at the
family’sbig day hours after thousands
of royal watchers camped out near the
. Mary Magddene Churchin Sandring-
ham, wheretheroyal family tradition-

ally gathersfor Christmas service

There were just 21 guests, including
two-month-old Charlotte, her five god-
parents, the Queen, Prince Philip,
Prince Charles and the Duchess of
Cornwall, as well as grandparents
Michael and Carole Middleton and
Kate'ssiblings Pippaand James.

Charlotte’s godparents were named as
two cousinsfrom both sides of thefam-
ily—Michadl Middleton’snephew, Adam
Middleton and Diana’'s niece Laura
Fellowes—aswell asthreeclosefriends,
James Meade, Thomas van
Straubenzee and Sophie Carter.

For the ceremony, the Archbishop of
Canterbury sprinkled Charlotte’shead
with water from the River Jordan, in
which Jesus Christ was said to be bap-
tized, inthefabled silver gilt Lily Font,
apart of the Crown Jewelsonloan from
the Tower of London.

The New Westminster
Pipe Band
welcomes new pipers
and drummers

NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C. — The
New Westminster Pipe Band was offi-
cidly bornin 1991 after the City of New
Westminster, British Columbia passed
aspecial resolutionin council allowing
the British Ex-Servicemen’s Pipe Band
(which had originally been formed in
1979) to use the city’sname.

Theband currently consistsof 18 mem-
berswith 13 pipersand five drummers,
and aprofessional instructor.

The band practices Monday evenings
from 7:30-9:30 PM and on one Sunday
afternoon per month from 12:30-3 PM
inthehall at the South Burnaby Legion
Branch#83, at 5289 Grimmer Streetin
Burnaby.

The pipe band wears the Military
Gordontartankilt, with either afull High-
land uniform, or aformal day/evening
uniform.

Serving as an on-going ambassador for
the City of New Westminster, and also
South Burnaby Royal Canadian Legion
Branch #83, the band performs at a
wide variety of community days, fairs,
fund-raisers, parades and Scottish cel-
ebrationsin and around the British Co-
lumbia Lower Mainland, the Gulf |s-
lands, Sunshine Coast, Vancouver |s-
land, as well as in the state of Wash-
ingtoninthe U.S.A.

Theband especially strivesto play for
non-profit organizationsinvolved inwor-
thy community programs such as serv-
ice clubs, veterans' clubs, seniors
groups (including those living in long
term carefacilities), and charities.

The band also performs at annual Re-

membrance Day Ceremonies on No-
vember 11.

The City of New Westminster Pipe
Band welcomes new pipersand drum-

mers who are interested in being part
of an active community pipe band.

The band enjoys performing at many
local specia events, and at Royal Ca-
nadian Legion, and Army, Navy and Air
Forcefunctions, and joining with other
bands such as the Metro Vancouver
Firefighters' Brass Band, the Royal
Westminster Regimental Brass Band,
the Port Coquitlam L egion Pipe Band,
the Mission Legion Pipe Band, and
Gibson's Pipe Band in doing special
parades and public performances.

Individual members of the pipe band
regularly volunteer their timefor com-
munity events such asofficial ceremo-
nies, installation of officers, pipingin
dignitaries, citizenship court, playing the
lament at veterans' funerals, etc.

Individual members of the band also
competefromtimetotimein piping and
drumming competitionsif they sowish,
such as at the B.C. Highland Games.
The pipeband asawhole does not com-
pete.

InAugust of 2014 the band travelled to
Prince Edward Island to participatein
the 150" anniversary of the PEI High-
land Games and Scottish Festival.

Theband isamember of the B.C. Pip-
er'sAssociation and isavailable year-
round for bookingsfor paradesand spe-
cial events.

Theband isaself-supporting, charita-
ble organization, and donationsfor per-
formances are gratefully accepted.

To receive moreinformation about the
City of New Westminster Pipe Band,
or to book the band for an event, please
call Pipe Major Mike Carpenter, at
(778) 988-9621, or Pipe Staff Sergeant
and Secretary/Treasurer Patrick
Buchannon at (604) 689-8639.

THE pipe band wears the Military Gordon tartan kilt, with either
a full Highland uniform, or a formal day/evening uniform.

THE first official photographs of the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge with their children Charlotte and George.
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Canadian police officer originally
from UK shot dead in Edmonton

EDMONTON - Shocked
British police officers re-
member their popular former
colleague who was shot dead
while on duty in Canada on
June8.

Father of two, Daniel Woodall
(35), was gunned down while
searching ahousein south Edmon-
ton to look for a suspect involved
in a hate crime.

Constable Woodall had served with
Greater Manchester Police for four
years before emigrating to start anew
lifein Albertawith hiswife Claire and
two young sons, joining the Edmonton
Policein 2006.

Speaking to mediaat Edmonton Police
Service headquarters, Police Chief Rod
Knecht said more than 50 bullet holes
were found at the scene, some going
through the house and into a garage
across the street.

Wooddl washit multipletimesand killed
at the scene. A second officer, Sgt.
Jason Harley (38), was shot inthe back,
but survived because of the body ar-
mour he was wearing. Woodall was
also wearing body armour, but it did not
protect him from hisinjuries.

Thekiller, Norman Raddatz (42), took
hisown life. He died inside the home,

CONSTABLE Daniel Woodall
was shot dead while search-
ing for a suspect in Edmon-
ton, Alberta on June 8. He
served with Greater Manches-
ter Police for four years be-
fore immigrating to Canada
with his family to join the Ed-
monton Police in 2006.

which burned to the ground after the
shooting.

Knecht said officers were going to
Raddatz's hometo serve abylaw war-
rant and another warrant for “ extreme”

criminal harassment related to alengthy
hate crimeinvestigation with evidence
going back to February 2014.

Constable Woodall, originally from
Salford, started his career with Greater
Manchester Police (GMP) in August
2002 and left for Canadain December
2006.

“Hewasatruly ebullient man—aways
volunteering for new challenges and
experiences,” said GMP Det. Insp. Jim
Faulkner.

“| can't really comprehend thishas hap-
pened and | am in shock. It redly is
tragic and my heart and thoughts go out
to hisfamily and colleagues.”

Constable Woodall isthe first Edmon-
ton policeofficer to bekilledintheline
of duty in 25 years. Hisdeath ledto an
outpouring of support and sympathy for
him on social mediain Canadaand the
UK.

Hundreds of police officersfrom across
Canadaand around theworld gathered
to march through the streets of down-
town and fill the Shaw Conference
Centrein Edmonton to honour Woodeal|
at aregimental funeral on June 17.

Treesthroughout the city werewrapped
with blueribbonsin hishonour and resi-
dents lined the streets and stood on
rooftops to watch the procession pass
by. Many wiped tears from their eyes
asthey stood silently on the sidewalk.

DOOLIN'S
IRISH PUB

ON THE CORNER OF GRANVILLE AND NELSON

PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR A COMPLIMENTARY
PINT-SIZED APPETIZER WITH PURCHASE OF
BEVERAGE DURING HAPPY HOUR

“VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY | 3 - 6PM

LIMIT ONE PER PERSON | NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR OFFER | MUST BE 19+
654 NELSON ST. | DOOLINS.CA | €3 3 DOOLINS | SUBJECT TO CAPACITY | 2 PIECES OF ID REQUIRED
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$Ee482 MARY'S BRITISH HOME

Celebrating 33 years in Steveston

= Good selection of British
Groceries

= Ayrshire & Irish Bacon

= Black & White Pudding

= Bangers & Chipolata Sausage

= Free Range Eggs

= Baked Beans

= Barry’s, Bewley’s &
Yorkshire Tea

* Mackay’s Marmalade & Jam

= Haggis and Canned Haggis
year’round & for stuffing
poultry

Unit #4 - 3740 Chatham Street, Richmond, B.C. (Steveston)
Open 10:00 a.m to 5:30 p.m. every day

Telephone: (604) 274-2261

* New Shipment from
Marks & Spencer
Good selection of items incls:
* Ginger Biscuits
* Almond Biscuits
* Custard Creams

Good selection of Marks &

Spencer

Mustards incls:

* Hot, Strong & Dijon

* Pickled Onions

* Walkers Crisps

* Good selection of U.K.
soft drinks

weeedlld much more
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@
=

The Celtic Cradle of Life
reminds us that
our lives are forever
intertwined with the
lives of those we love.
These threads that
bind us to one another
help to weave our
own destinies - past,

present and future.

Find this collection and other fine items at

CELTIC CREATIONS

Td: 604-903-8704
2nd Level Lonsdale Quay Market

www.Celtic Creations.net

Email: Celticcreations(@telus.net

(L.A.C. Courier Div. of 387164 B.C. Ltd.)

" The Legal
- = Alternative

Guaranteed Economical Overnight
Delivery Service For Barristers and
Solicitors Throughout the Lower Mainland
* Delivery within 2 days to Victoria.

Call (604) 873-3738
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British weather
never fallsto underwhdam

POSTCARD FROM
BOURNEMOUTH

HE weather
here is disap-
pointing. One

day itis 22 de-
grees and everybody
thinks*hurrah summer is
here.”

The next day the temperature
slumps to 12 degrees and moods
fall accordingly.

| have no ideawhy | am surprised
when this happens.

ThisisBritish weather. Thisiswhy
barbecues are not aregular event,
and we all book holidaysin Spain.

Cambridge University wasfoundedin
1209 and is the second oldest univer-
sity in the English spesking world.

Notable alumni include Sir Isaac New-
ton, Charles Darwin, Stephen Hawk-
ing, and dozens of men and women who
have pushed the boundaries of aca-
demic research.

Thisweek theuniversity hasannounced
they areappointing aProfessor of Lego.
Thisnew professorship will overseethe
study of “play in education.”

The Lego Foundation which is part
owner of theworld famous Danish com-
pany isdonating £4 million poundsfor
aresearch centre within Cambridge's
Faculty of Education to explore how
childrenlearn through play.

| haveamental picture of undergradu-
ates sitting on the floor making little
bridges and houses from the coloured
bricksthen going hometo mummy and
daddy with a B.A. Hons in advanced
Lego?

Last weekend | visited friendsin The
Witterings. A bonny little area on the
south coast, eight milesfrom Chiches-
ter, with a history dating back to Ro-
man times.

East and West Wittering have a high
proportion of retired people and week-
enders living there, as well as several
celebrities.

Kate Winglett and Keith Richard are
two names | remember. Apart from the
beaches, the lovely old pubs and the
picturesque villages, it is the mix of
houses, and bungal ows that makesthe
place charming.

In one street there wasaNew England
style home next to classic Fifties bun-
galow and then homes created from
converted railway carriages, which
werejust beautiful.

| had never seen homes made from
converted railway carriagesand alittle

PHOTO: Wendy McFadden

THE WALES WINDOW FOR ALABAMA, created by artist John
Petts, was a gift to the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church from
the people of Wales, U.K., after the 1963 bombing. The Christ
figure is rejecting injustice with one hand and extends forgive-

ness with the other.

research on Googlereveal ed that peo-
ple have been converting carriagesinto
homes for at least a 100 years.

Theearliest referencel could find was
in a 1910 article in The Hamsworth
Magazine entitled: Railway Carriages
as Houses — A seaside village of
strange residences by H.L.Adam.

| quote“A town of railway carriages—
of carriages used as houses may be
seen on our Southern coast.

“Itissituated on the Beach at Shoreham
afew milesfrom Brighton.”

The article explains that disused car-
riageswere | eft by the beach to rot and
fishermen used them to store their nets
until one of them hit on theideaof liv-
inginone.

An entrepreneur in Shoreham saw an
opportunity and advertised them for
sale, as beach holiday homes, in sev-
eral London newspapers. He received
60 applications!!

Apparently all the carriages were sold
and thearticlementionsthat an old lady
paid £10 for acarriage plus£2 to have
it lifted onto the beach then soon sold it
for £40. Itisafun article, well wortha
read.

On September 15, 1963 in Birmingham
Alabama, four membersof the Ku Klux
Klan planted 15 sticks of dynamite out-
sidethe entrance to the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church.

Four children werekilled and hundreds
both inside and outside the church were
injured.

Two years later the church had been
restored and the new stained glasswin-

dow above the entrance is known by
the church members as “The Wales
Window for Alabama.”

Created by a Llansteffan artist, John
Pettsit depicts aJesus with black skin
on the cross and a shining rainbow
above hishead.

On the bottom of the window are the
words“ Given by the people of Wales.”

Back in those days many of the white
community were appalled at the depic-
tion of Jesus as a black man and re-
garded it as blasphemous.

Today, hopefully they haverealised that
he was not from Sweden, but from the
Middle East and consequently not likely
to have blond hair and blue eyes.
Back home, Penzance Council spent
more than £50,000 trying to beat the
world record for the number of pirates
on the beach at one time but fell short
by 77.

Therecordisheld by Hastingswho had
14,231 (mainly shopkeepers, hoteliers
and café owners | suspect).

Finally, there was big news from Bir-
mingham, England, yesterday. Britain's
first National Sperm Bank opened
there.

A good place for it, because there is
not much else to do in Birmingham.
Peoplejoke about it.

They say that the birdsfly upside down
there because they can't find anything
worth crapping on.

| play golf with achap from Birming-
ham, nicefellah, but | can’t understand
aword he says.

They really have aweird accent. A cup
of teaispronounced, “akipper tie.”

The first time | played with him he

thought | was deaf because | kept say-
ing pardon.

Enjoy the summer.

Elfan

)

DORIS LONG aka ‘Darig Doris’

éeils don the Sinner

tower in Portsmouth, Hampshire, on Sunday, July 12.

101-year-old

womaln

absells

from tower

LONDON —A 101-year-old
Britishwoman swung froma
94-meter tower disregarding
any feelingsof fear asshe sus-
pended from thetallest build-
inginthe UK outsideof Lon-
don, the Guardian newspaper
reported.

DorisLongsaid, “1 don’t fed afraid and
never have — | just have a placid na-
ture.”

Thisisnot the pensioner’sfirst timein
the air. Nicknamed Daring Doris, she
started abseiling at 85 and has even
abseiled alongside new Top Gear host,
ChrisEvans.

Long'sstintispart of an effort toraise
money for the Rowans hospice in
Waterlooville, Hampshire.

“1 have alook down at the crowd. | am
normally looking to see how the other
personisgetting on,” shesaidinrefer-
enceto any accompanying daredevils.

“It was very hard work, much harder
than last year,” she said after touching
ground.

“It was so windy | swung about a bit
but ohyes, | enjoyedit, | feel it'swell
worthit.

“My legs achelike anything —and my
right arm where | hold the rope — and
my hairisall sticking out.”

Despite the inconveniences posed by
theweather, Long said shewas*living
to hope” to suspend from thetower next
year, at the age of 102.

Long, who hasadaughter, three grand-
children, seven great-grandchildren and
two great-great-grandchildren, received
cheers and applause from the crowd
below, as a band played The
Proclaimers’ hit, I'm Gonna Be (500
Miles) as she reached the bottom of
the tower.

Her fundraising efforts have gained
Long a coveted Order of the British
Empire, or MBE, an award given to
thosewho have provided distinguished
service to the arts and sciences and
public services.

A 42-year-old mother of two, who com-
pleted the abseil earlier in the day,
commended Long and described her as
a“red inspiration.”

“| think she’s amazing, areal inspira-
tion. You have to be quite agile to get
the ropes down, but it's the bravery
more than anything. How she doesit |
havenoidea,” Jennie Watson said.

Event fundraiser KarenKay said“Doris
isan amazing lady and ahuge inspira-
tion. She has been abseiling for the
Rowans hospicefor morethan 10 years
now and has raised over £11,000.”

“We can't thank her enough for sup-
porting local hospice care. Everyone at
the Rowans hospice wishes Doris all
the best for this epic challenge.”

Wrongly released prisoner
enjoysashort beer break

BIRMINGHAM — A prisoner
wrongly released from jail
walked to hisold school friend's
pub for acouple of beersbefore
handing himself in.

Landlady of the Soho Foundry Tavern
Karen Clifford said Lewis Harwood
paid the pub avisit just after opening
on Monday, June 29, hours after hewas
let out of HM P Birmingham.

Her son Darren Clifford, who helpsrun
the bar, went to school with Harwood.

G4S, whichrunsthejail, said it had cor-
rectly followed its rel ease procedures
and put the error down to the late ar-
rival of acourt fax.

Clifford said Harwood popped in “now
and again” to the pub in Smethwick in
the West Midlands which is only 10
minutes walk from the jail where he
was being held.

“He'sanicelad, I’ veknown him since
hewasachild,” added the landlady.

She said Harwood knew he had been
wrongly released but had abacon sand-
wich washed down with two bottles of
Budweiser beer at the pub, beforevol-
untarily walking back to the prison.

Harwood, of Rugeley, Staffordshire,
was supposed to be let out after serv-
ing asentence for amotoring offence.
However, he was then supposed to be
keptinjail onremand for an unrelated
charge.
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Mhairi Black delivers fiery
UK commons Maiden Speech

o\
~
mons ablaze with a barnstorming first-ever speech

in the 300-year-old chamber.
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The 20-year-old, Britain’s
youngest MP since 1667,
cited Tony Benn, William
Wallace and even Margaret
Thatcher in her Westminster
debut, laying claim to La-
bour’s mantle of social jus-
tice.

It prompted a rapturous reception on
Twitter with support from Angus
Robertson, |eader of the SNPin West-
minster, Owen Jones, the embattled so-
cidist and newspaper columnist, fellow
MPs, and even The Sun newspaper.

Thenewly elected 20-year-old SNPMP,
said Labour was run out of Scotland
not because of nationalism but because
the party has forgotten what it isfor.

She attacked the Conservative Party as
themost “ uncaring, uncompromising and
out of touch governments that the UK
has seen since Thatcher.”

And criticising George Osborne' swel -
fare cuts for young people, she noted
that as an MP with a housing allow-
ance shewas “the only 20-year-oldin
the UK the chancellor is prepared to
help with housing.”

ES0] ONDON — The Scottish Nationalist Par-
ty’sMhairi Black proved on Tuesday, July
14 that ageisno barrier to dominating the
political agenda, setting the House of Com-

THE youngest British MP since
1667, 21l-year-old Mhairi
Black has captured national
attention with a passionate
maiden speech in the House
of Commons.

Black delivered one of the landmark
moments of May’s election when she
defeated Labour’s election campaign
chief Douglas Alexander to win the
Paisley and Renfrewshire South seat.

OnMay 7the SNPwon all but three of
Scotland’s 59 constituencies—leaving
Labour with just one.

SNP MPs filled their section of the
chamber to hear Black speak and were
told off for loudly applauding their col-
league after she pleaded with Labour’s
interim-leader Harriet Harman to op-
pose Oshorne’s cuts to tax credits.

“l have sat in this chamber for 10
weeks and | have very deliberately
stayed quiet and havelistened intently
to everything that has been said.

“1 have heard multiple speeches from
Labour benches standing to talk about
theworrying riseof nationalismin Scot-
land,” shesaid.

“All these speeches have served to do
is demonstrate how deep the lack of
understanding about Scotland thereis
within the Labour party.

“1, like so many SNP members, come
from atraditional socialist Labour fam-
ily and | have never been quiet in my
assertion that | feel it is the Labour
Party that left me, not the other way
about.

“The SNPdid not triumph on awave of
nationalism, in fact nationalism has
nothing to do with what has happened
in Scotland.

“Wetriumphed on awave of hope. Hope
that there was something different,
something better, to the Thatcherite
neo-liberal policies that are produced
from this chamber.

“Hopethat representatives could genu-
inely give a voice to those who don’t
have one.”

Woman who lay in crashed car

IN Scotland for

GLASGOW - The govern-
ment has ordered an urgent
review of al police call-han-
dling in Scotland after the
death of awoman who spent
three dayslying in a crashed
car next to her dead boyfriend.

Lamara Bell (25) was only found
barely conscious in the car along-
side her dead partner, John Yuill
(28), on Wednesday, July 8.

It emerged that amember of the public
contacted Police Scotland at about 11:30
AM on Sunday, July 5 to report they
could seethe vehicle down an embank-
ment near the M9 slip road at
Bannockburn.

The car was only found when officers
were called to the scene by another
member of the public. Thiswas about
72 hours after the accident was first
reported to police.

Bell was taken to Glasgow’s Queen
Elizabeth University Hospital whereshe
was reportedly placed in amedically-
induced coma.

She suffered kidney damage from de-
hydration after lying in the wreckage
for solong. Shedied at about 6:50AM
on Sunday, July 12.

Bell’sbrother Martin hasbeen vocal on
social media, posting in disbelief regard-
ing the details of the police'sfaled re-
sponse.

thre

B 4

WENT THROUGH BUSHES
AND LANDED IN A FIELD
ON THE OTHER SIDE

He posted updates regarding his sis-
ter’shealth assheclungtolifein hos-
pital, detailing her injuriesand treatment,
including effortsto relieve abuild up of
fluidinher brain.

He confirmed the bad news in a
Facebook post one week after the
crash, “My sister just passed away.”

Police Scotland Chief Constable
Stephen House has apologized and is-
sued numerous statementsregarding the
incident.

“That wefailed both familiesinvolved
is without doubt.” He confirmed the
first call was answered, but “for rea-
sons yet to be established” it was not
entered onto the police systemsand no
action wastaken at thetime.

Scottish politicians are calling for an

days dies

o

POLICE SCOTLAND chief Stephen House has apologized to
families of a couple left in crashed car for three days despite
the accident being reported days earlier.

inquiry into how the mistake happened
and whether it is connected to police
reorgani zation and budget cuts.

Scotland’s Justice Secretary hascalled
for areview into the department’scall-
handling procedures. House said here-
quested the review “in light of recent
tragic events.”

Scottish Lib Dem |leader Willie Rennie
has said the case for such an inquiry
was becoming “ unanswerable” and has
questioned the chief constable's asser-
tion that theincident centred around an
“individual failure” intheservice.

The M SP said workload pressure onthe
policeservicehasbeen“immense”’ since
thereorganisation of theserviceintoa
single force over two years ago — a
movewhichincluded the centralisation
of palice control rooms.
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GAELIC SIGNS on North Uist in the Western Isles.

Gadicboard
chief executive does

not

EDINBURGH — The new head
of Scotland’s Gaelic develop-
ment board does not speak the
language, it hasemerged.

Joe M oorewas appointed interim chief
executive of Bord na Gaidhlig after
former head lain Campbell resignedin
June, three months after starting thejob.

Theboard hasrecruited Gaelic-speak-
ing MG Alba finance director Neil
Graham to support Moore part-time.

Head of education Mary MacMillan,
who will step down is being replaced
onaninterim basisby former Highland
Council education director Bruce
Robertson, who also does not speak
Gadlic.

A spokesman for Bord naGaidhligin-
sisted it will be “business as usual”

gpeak thelanguage

when Moore takes over on Monday,
July 13.

ChairmanAllan MacDonald, who was
appointed last month, said, “Wewarmly
welcome Joe and Bruce to the Bord
and are grateful to them for their will-
ingness to support us at this unusual
time.

“Both cometo the Bord with excellent
skillsintheir respectiveareasand | have
no doubt these skillswill be beneficial
to us.

“Bord naGaidhligisasmall organisa-
tionwith ahugelinguistic responsibility
and we certainly wel comethe additional
support.”

Former chief executive Campbell, a
native Gaelic-speaker born on South
Uistinthe Western Isles, stepped down
for “personal reasons’ in June.

Learn to play pipes
and drums with the

World Champions!

Lots of fun ¢ Great instruction

Interested?

The SFU Pipe Band’s
world-famous teaching
program for children starts
immediately.

For information, call:

(604) 942-5118
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Swanky New Scottish Cultural Centre
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Proposed for Victoria, B.C.
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— Some years ago a gov-
ernment report on the Scottish diaspora
coined‘ affinity Scot’ asaway of describ-
ing people who were not born in Scot-

land but felt a strong connection to the place. The
term could have been invented for TheresaMackay.

By
HARRY
McGRATH

Theresa is a second genera-
tion Scottish-Canadian who
was born in Montreal, lived
in Toronto, grew up in Van-
couver and now resides in
Victoria.

Sheisthe executive director of theBC
M useumsA ssoci ation and owner of the
Larchgrove Marketing Group, a con-
sulting company which offers* contem-
porary advicerooted in Scotland’s past
with an eye on today’s global Scottish
culture.”

It's no coincidence that Theresa's
grandfather was born in the Scottish
village of Glenlivet (home of afamous
whisky) in ahouse called Larchgrove
which still exists today as a private
home.

Her great uncle Bert worked in bank-
ing in the same village and it was he
who came to Canada, subsequently
persuading hisbrother, William, tofol-
low. William's son, Robert (Bob),
Theresa sfather, wasbornin St. Albert,
Saskatchewan.

Theresa is studying for a Master of
Letters with Scotland’s University of
the Highlands and | slands and plansto
start her PhD with them in 2016.

Andif al of thisisnot enough, Scottish
affinity hasnow moved into athird gen-
eration.

She hastwo teenage daughters, one of
whom Highland dances and the other
isabeginner Highland snare drummer
inthejunior band programwith theVic-
toriaPolice Pipe Band.

AsTheresaexplains, “I have Scotland
inmy soul and | think when you have
that, you know how deeply that reso-
nates and how complex it can be.

“Scottish culture is part of my every-
day lifeand it stemsfar beyond Nessie,
haggis, heather and shortbread, which
formed my early understanding of the
land where my ancestors came from.”

British Columbiais, of course, particu-
larly richin affinity Scots, and thereare
otherson similar journeys.

However, | have yet to meet anyone
elsewith afamily, social, cultural and
professional lifethat connectsto Scot-
land in quite the same way.

Theresa's Larchgrove company pro-
vides“consulting servicesfor projects
with Scotland intheir soul, primarily in
the areas of marketing, operations,
events, tourism, and history.”

Her groupincludesexpertsintheir fields
who al so have a Scottish connection and
are as passionate about Scotland and
Scottish culture assheis.

Assheexplains, “ This expertise com-
bined with a Scottish connection cre-
ates a spark and dedication with our
clientsthat isn’t seen with more generic
consultants. It is the cultural connec-
tion and mutual understanding that
makes the difference in the work we
do with companiesand people, both lo-
cal and abroad.”

Of all the remarkable work Theresa
does, however, onething standsout. She
isontheboard of the VictoriaHighland
GamesAssociation and akey member
of the team responsible for the asso-
ciation’s successful acquisition of a

for the worldwide
family of Scots

groups and businesses
connected to Scotland

Are you .Scot yet?

.Scot is the domain name
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Ccaelc 1o
A T
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www.worldbeatcanada.com
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THERESA MACKAY is on the board of the Victoria Highland
Games Association and a key member of the team responsible
for the association’s successful acquisition of a long-term lease
of historic Craigflower Manor and Lands and the plan to de-
velop a Scottish Cultural Centre there.

long-term lease of historic Craigflower
Manor and Lands and the plan to de-
velop a Scottish Cultural Centrethere.

Craigflower Manor is a federally and
provincially registered heritage siteand
historic house museum that includesthe
Hudson’s Bay Company-built home of
Kenneth McKenzie.

McKenzie was originally from East
Haddington near Edinburgh and numer-
ous farm hands from Scotland settled
onthefarmin 1853 with McKenzietak-
ing therole asthefirst farm bailiff on
Vancouver Island.

The home's architecture mirrors the
design of McKenzie's childhood home
called Rentonhall, which still existsand
is now privately owned. The VHGA
maintains a connection with
Rentonhall’s current owner.

Plansfor Craigflower in the short term
include improvementsto visitor path-
ways, rest areas, wharf construction,
historic plantings, dry stonewallsand
new signage.

Once the grounds are open, the space
will be programmed to include public
tours, artsevents, educational classes,
and interpretation activities to foster
Scottish and Celtic culture.

Long-term plansinclude the construc-
tion of aScottish Cultural Centreonthe
site, transforming the areainto ahub of
Celtic culture and community activity
through the continued engagement of
Scottish and Celtic cultural groups.

Thevisionfor thisdevelopment includes
driving tourisminto the Pacific North-
west through concentrated marketing,
sponsorship and partnership arrange-
ments, and programming of year-round
Scottish and Celtic-themed events, thus

revitalizing the manor, landsand water-
front.

The proposed centre is 6,000 square
feet andisenvisioned toincludeagrand
entrance with alobby that honoursthe
heritage impact of the Scottish and
Celtic people on Vancouver Island.

It will have alarge community hall and
kitchen for banquets and other func-
tions; outdoor festival space; adminis-
trative officesfor the VHGA and other
long-term, non-profit tenants, and a
museum and archives, gift shop, thea-
treand library.

Once built, the venue may be used for
professional theatre, music, or dance
presentations or competitions, film
screenings, lectures, panel discussion,
educational coursesand small confer-
ences, many of aScottish or Celtic na-
ture. Fundraising has begun and con-
struction isset to get underway in 2018.

Theresa sees the Centre as “a legacy
project that is perfectly positioned ina
geographical regionfilled with Scottish
diaspora.”

Shesaid, “ The presence of the historic
Craigflower Manor will help usto tell
the story of Scottish emigration to the
west coast of Canada and connect us
to the past while the centre itself will
act as a gathering place, giving us
spaces to teach our children.”

In an age when Scottish centresall over
the world are struggling to cope with
diminished memberships and reduced
resources, thisisabrave and ambitious
venture.

It'sgoing to need a steady hand on the
tiller. Fortunately ‘Manu Forti’ (Witha
strong hand) is the motto of the Clan
Mackay.

THE KELPIES — The 30 metre
tall sculptures are the centre-
piece of the £43 million Helix
parkland project in Falkirk,
Scotland.

PrincessAnneled
flotilla of boats
along canal asshe
openstheKelpies

FALKIRK, Scotland — Princess
Anneled aflotillaof boatsalong
acanal as sheofficially opened
the Kelpiesvisitor attraction.

Morethan one million people havevis-
ited the giant horse head sculptures,
known as the Kelpies, since they
opened to the public last April.

It is estimated that the 30 metre tall
scul ptures, the centrepiece of the £43
million Helix parkland project, have
boosted thelocal economy by £1.5 mil-
lion per year.

Princess Anne unveiled a plague dur-
ing the official opening event on July 8,
which also marked the launch of the
new Forth and Clyde Canal extension
over which they stand guard.

Kelpies sculptor Andy Scott was
present for the occasion, as was
Clydesdale horse Duke — one of the
modelsfor the structure.

Scott said, “It's been fantastic today.
I1t’skind of the conclusion of amost 10
years, sincel first did little sketchesfor
these sculptures. An event like today
hasjust been wonderful.

“1 remember writing in one of my first
reports that they had the potentia to
becomeiconsand internationally-known
landmarks, and that turns out to kind of
bethecase, so|’m absolutely delighted
with theresponse.”

Covered in amost 1,000 steel panels
and standing at the same height as six-
and-a-half double-decker buses, the
K el piesweigh more than 600 tonnes.

Itisestimated morethan 50 million peo-
ple see the landmark every year from
the canal, the motorway and The Helix
itself.

Keith Brown, secretary for infrastruc-
ture, investment and cities, said, “1 am
delighted to be part of today’s event to
mark the official opening of the Kel-
pies and the new Forth and Clyde Ca-
nal extension.

“Thisambitious project, thanksin part
toacontribution of over £9 millionfrom
Scottish Canals and the Scottish Gov-
ernment, is an excellent example of
partnership working.

“Culture can be an important catalyst
for economic development and a pow-
erful forcefor regeneration.

“Aswell asattracting moretouristsand
further inward investment, the Helix
and the Kelpieswill support and shape
the local area, fostering and reinforc-
ing people'ssense of identity and com-
munity cohesion for many years to
come.”
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TUNISIA EVACUATION:
British and Irish Governments
warn another attack is‘highly likdy’

LONDON - Both the
British and Irish Govern-
ments have told tourists
to leave Tunisia— with
the UK Foreign office
forcing travel companies
to airlift holidaymakers |
home.

Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond
warned a further terrorist attack was
“highly likely” following the June 26
massacre in the coastal resort of
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State group has claimed responsibility.
Three Irish touristswerekilled in the
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Three months earlier, attackers fired
on tourists and others at the National
Bardo Museum in the capital, Tunis,
killing 22 people.
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A major operation has now been
launched to fly more than 3,000 tour-
ists home after Hammond warned it
was “too big arisk” to allow Britons
toremaininthe country.

The Republic of Ireland hasfollowed
the UK’sexample, advising citizensto
avoid all non-essential travel to Tuni-
sia—itssecond highest threat level.

Foreign Affairs Minister Charlie
Flanagan said “relatively few” Irish
touristsarebelievedto bein Tunisiaat
present.

But Tunisia’'sambassador in London,
Nabil Ammar, warned that the move
wasplayingintoterrorists’ hands.

He said, “This is what the terrorists
want. By damaging the tourism, by
having foreignersleaving the country,
they damage the whole sector and put
so many people out of work and on
the streets.”

The Association of British Travel
Agents (ABTA) has advised that holi-
day companieswill not send Britonsto
the country after the government im-
posed travel ban.
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“| strongly encourage Irish citizens

in Tunisia who are not yet registered

with the department but who plan
to remain in Tunisia to register

A spokesperson said the vast majority
of Britons who have booked a pack-
age holiday will be offered alternative
destinations or a full refund by their
tour operator.

Gillian Edwards said thousands have
already flown back to the UK or
scrapped plansto visit Tunisiafollow-
ing the attack in Sousse.

She said, “We estimate there are
around 3,000 British touristsout in Tu-
nisiaat the moment —that is dramati-
cally lower than you would normally
expect for this time of year because
of theincident.

“Normally it would be around 20,000
to 25,000 British holidaymakers out
there.”

Edwardssaiditisvery unusua for the
Foreign Office to take such a drastic
step, and shethought the vast majority
of British touristswill heed theadvice
and head home, but a“small minority”
who know the country very well might
stay.

She said, “For the Foreign Office to
issue thiskind of travel banishighly

without delay”

unusual, particularly for avery popular
tourist destination.

“The Foreign Officewould have taken
ahuge amount of information into con-
sideration that has come to light since
the attacks, they won’t make this deci-
sionlightly, soitisavery unusua situa-
tiontodothis.”

Foreign tourism accountsfor around 15
percent of Tunisian GDP. Britons are
among the biggest customers of the
country’stourist industry, and the travel
warning will seriously damagetrade, she
warned.

Sincetheattack, Tunisiahasdeclared a
state of emergency and announced that
it would build awall around its border
with Libyato keep out extremists.

The barrier will cover about 105 miles
of border with Libyaand include fenc-
ing, a sand wall, trenches and surveil-
lance posts.

Irish diplomatsnow rank Tunisiaaong-
side anumber of countrieswherewar,
terrorism, political instability or disease
isadanger including Lebanon, Egypt,
Pakistan, North Korea, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Sudan and
Guinea

Irish citizenstravelling abroad are be-
ing urged to register their detailson a
specia registration website — dfa.ie/
travel/citizens-registration—in order to
provide them with quick consular as-
sistancein the event of an emergency.

“| strongly encourage Irish citizensin
Tunisiawho are not yet registered with
the department but who plantoremain
in Tunisia to register without delay,”
Flanagan said.

“We keep our travel advice under con-
stant review and will continueto moni-
tor thesituationin Tunisiavery closely.”
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Ireland has become
fastest-growing
EUeconomy

BRUSSEL S—Eurozonelead-
ers have agreed to offer
Greece athird bailout, after
marathon talksin Brussels.

Amid one of the worst crises in the
EU’shistory, the head of the European
Commission said the risk of Greece
leaving the eurozone had been averted.

Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
said that after a“tough battle,” Greece
had secured debt restructuring and a
“growth package.”

The bailout is conditional on Greece
passing agreed reforms by Wednesday,
July 15. These include measures to
streamline pensions, raisetax revenue
and liberalise the labour market.

An EU statement spoke of up to EU86
billion of financing for Greece over
three years.

Thoughit included an offer to resched-
ule Greek debt repayments “if neces-
sary,” there was no provision for the
reduction in Greek debt —or so-called
“haircut” —that the Greek Government
had sought.

German chancellor AngelaMerkel has
said all 19 eurozone members believe
thebailout deal agreed with Greece can
work.

Taoiseach Enda Kenny admitted the
negotiations were difficult. “ This has
been apretty bruising experience,” he
said, “but it will allow the Greek
economy to thriveand prosper and con-
tinue to remain a member of the
Eurozone.”

Thedeal meansthat the European Cen-
tral Bank can continue to support
Greece's beleaguered banks, which
have come closeto collapse.

The crisis has plunged Greece into a
spiral of deflation and austerity. But,
while no one disputesthat things have
gone wrong in Greece, the argument
that fiscal consolidation necessarily
leads to never-ending recession is not
borne out by the facts.

Consider Ireland, which wasamong the
countries hardest hit by the global eco-
nomiccrisis.

Having become exceptionally bloated
during the pre-2008 boom years, Ire-
land’sbanks buckled under hugelosses
when the property bubble burst.

To avert a devastating bank run, the
government guaranteed the entire out-
standing stock of depositsand liabili-
ties.

As a result, government debt soared
from 25 percent of GDPin 2007 to more
than 120 percent in 2013. Add private
debt, and the Irish sit on adebt moun-
tain worth nearly 400 percent of GDP.

In Greece, where private debt ismuch
lower, total debt amountsto around 300
percent of GDP.

Nonetheless, Ireland regained access
to capital marketsin early 2013, and
investors have few qualms about the
country’s prospects.

Indeed, the economy isgrowing briskly,
unemployment is below the eurozone
average, and the government’ s borrow-
ing cost is one percentage point lower
than the U.S. Treasury’s.

Ireland has proven that even in a se-
verecrisis, resolute consolidation and

reform can quickly stabilize the
economy and prepare the ground for a
return to growth.

At the height of the crisis, Ireland’s
government cut public-sector salaries
and pensions, raised the retirement age
(to 68 by 2028), slashed welfare ben-
efits, and increased the val ue-added tax.

Of course, there are important differ-
ences between Ireland and Greece.

Austerity was bound to hurt Greece's
rigid economy — one of the least flex-
ible in Europe — much more than Ire-
land’s, whereaflexiblelabour and prod-
uct markets allowed massivejob losses
inthe housing, construction, and bank-
ing sectorsto be offset gradually by job
gainsin other sectors.

Thelrish economy also benefitted from
itsstrong emphasison exportsand close
tieswith therelatively thriving econo-
mies of the United Kingdom and the
United States.

But Ireland still holdsimportant lessons
for Greece — beginning with the need
to regain the confidence of financial
markets.

Anunwavering focuson putting its pub-
licfinancesin order and cleaning up the
banking sector enabled Ireland to exit
its EU67.5 billion bailout program as
planned at the end of 2013.

Moreover, the yield on 10-year Irish
government bonds, which peaked at al-
most 15 percent in mid-2011, now
stands at an al-time low of less than
one percent.

Though the European Central Bank’s
large-scale bond-buying program hel ped
tolower bond yields, thelrish Govern-
ment’ssuccessin returning to the capi-
tal market without the safety net of a
precautionary credit linefromitsinter-
national creditors — an example that
Portugal |ater followed — should not be
overlooked.

Onceinvestor confidencereturned, Ire-
land was ableto repay the EU12.5 bil-
lion it owed to the IMF early. It was
abletorefinanceitself morecheaply in
the markets, helping it to reduceitsin-
terest-rate bill further.

And, for Ireland, confidence and growth
have gone hand-in-hand. Having shrunk
by asmuch as six percent in 2009, the
Irish economy was outperforming the
other bailout countriesby 2011.

Last year, Ireland recorded a 4.8
growth rate— by far the highest in the
eurozone. And it is on course to grow
by 3.5 percent this year, double the
eurozone average.

Thisgrowth hasbeen driven by avari-
ety of factors. Wage restraint and pro-
ductivity gainshaveimproved competi-
tiveness, thereby boosting exports.

And now that lower oil prices and a
five-percentage-point drop in unemploy-
ment are bolstering consumption, the
recovery isexpanding to other sectors.

In short, the credibility that Ireland
gained through resol utefiscal policy and
reforms helped to restore confidence,
facilitating areturn to growth and thus
fiscal consolidation.

Of course, the precise policy approach
taken in one country cannot beimitated
elsewhere. But Ireland’s can-do attitude
and steadfast approach can serve as
an inspiration for Greece and other
struggling eurozone countries.

RCMP seek Cork tourigts
who saw crash near Pemberton

WHISTLER, B.C. — The
RCMP has issued an appeal
for Irish tourists who wit-
nessed the aftermath of aroad
crash in which three people
died to contact them.

In astatement issued on itswebsite, the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police said
they wanted to speak to three holiday-
makers from Cork who came across
the scene of the accident north of
Pemberton in British Columbiaon May
31

It isunderstood that acar hit three cy-
clists, killing two of them, aswell asa
passenger inthevehicle. Thedriver of
the car wasairlifted to hospital, whilea
third cyclist escaped unharmed.

Thecollisiontook placejust beforenoon
local time on Highway 99 in British
Columbia, 25 kilometres north of
Pemberton.

According to the police statement: “The
RCMP has dedicated a significant

number of resourcesto thisinvestiga-
tion and theinvestigatorsare hoping to
speak to the occupants of ablack Jeep
Cherokee who were vacationing in
B.C. from Cork, Ireland at the time of
thecollision.

“The witnesses are described as an
older male and female married couple
aongwith afemalerelative.

“Thethreevisitorshad been vacationing
in Whistler and were on their way to

Sun Peaks Resort when they happened
upon thefatal collision.

“Police believe the three visitors
stopped to assist at the collision and may
haveinformation to provideinvestiga-
tors.”

According to the RCMP, theinvestiga-
tionisbeing led by Seato Sky Traffic
Services with support from other sec-
tionsof the British Colombiapoliceand
fromthe local coroner’s service.

All of thevictimsintheroad crashwere
maleand locd newsreportsclaimedthe
driver of the car was“impaired”.

Corporal Ronda Rempel of the B.C.
RCMP Traffic Services said, “We are
hoping that, through social mediaand
thisnewsrelease, someonewill beable
to connect us with the three visitors
from Cork.”

Anyonewho has any information about
these holidaymakersfrom Cork isasked
to contact Cpl. Elizabeth Lynn of Sea
to Sky Traffic Services at (604) 815-
8261 and reference policefile# 2015-
3228.

THE IRISH CLUB OF WHITE ROCK

‘I nter degpendenceisthemutual
reliance between two or moregroups

By ANNE BOYLE
WHITE ROCK, BC. — Time
does not stand still, and that
becomes more apparent aswe
grow older. Wearemorethan
half way through 2015, and it
istime once again to let you
know what has been going on
with our club.

Therish style karaoke evening wasan
enjoyable evening and well attended.
Thiswasthefirst timewe have hosted
such an event, and wewill probably host
another onein thefuture.

The summer monthsaretypically slow
with not much going on, but therearea
few dates to be added to the Irish cal-
endar.

Keep Sunday, July 26" free for our an-
nual summer picnic —more details to
follow. Thiswill be afamily event, so
we are hopeful you will take the time
tojoin usto spend the afternoon rel ax-
ing and enjoying a bit of ‘ceol agus
craic'.

Last year, the weather did not cooper-
ate, and unfortunately that is something
beyond our control.

| recently attended the funeral for Tom
Butler, an Irishman well respected for
hiskindnessand hiscontribution to pro-
moting Irish culture and sport in Van-
couver.

The Mass was celebrated by Father
JamesHughesand during hishomily he
spoke about dependence, interdepend-
ence and independence.

“Interdependenceisthe mutual reliance
between two or more groups. In rela-
tionships, interdependenceisthe degree
to which members of the group are
mutually dependent on the others.”

Hetalked about this concept in the con-
text of how Tom Butler alwayshad an
open door and how he provided awel-
cometo all Irish men and women.

It was this that often helped the new
immigrants deal with the loneliness of

being separated from family, friends,
and thefamiliar.

Tom Butler will alwaysberemembered
for this, and this made me think about
what we try to do when we come to-
gether at our Irish Club events.

The event is just an excuse for us to
spend time together, and it helps usto
stay connected.

Thelrish arevery special and Irish hu-

mour cannot be easily imitated. In my

opinion, it provides the tonic often

needed when things are not as“ grand”
asthey could be.

Ismise le meas,

Anne Boyle - President

Calgary Businesses.
Thinking outsdethe box

CALGARY — Necessity is the
mother of invention. Overcom-
ing economic challenge by
fueling invention, innovation and
design, was the message that
Todd Hirsch left with business
leadersin Calgary.

Todd, who is the Chief Economist at
ATB Financial, addressed members of
Ireland-Canada Centre for Commerce
|ast month on how businesses can find
opportunities for growth even during
Alberta’s current economic slump.

The event, attended by business |ead-
ersand professionalsfrom awiderange
of industries, was focused on how in-
ternational trade not only allows access
to new markets, it also provides access
to abroader more creative approach to
thinking.

Heidentified “internationalization” as
oneof themost important thingswe can
do to add value to existing business
processes.

Attendees|eft with aheightened sense
of the potential that could be harnessed
by connecting businesses in Canada
with Ireland, and indeed other EU coun-
tries.

“Taking amoreglobal approachto how
we trade, sparks creativity,” said
Hirsch. “It also allows businessesto tap
into ideas and talent that they never
would have, had they taken the same
old, same old approach.”

Alberta, aprovincerichinlocal natura
resources, can be particularly inclined
to look inward for business success.
And giventhecurrent challengesbeing
faced with the oil and gas prices, busi-
nessesinAlbertaneed to belooking to
new marketsto access opportunities—
now more than ever.

The Ireland-Canada Centre for Com-
merce (ICCC) Calgary has been ar-
ranging regular events with business
leadersand professionalsfor fiveyears
now. For further information on events,
visit iccccal.com or follow the
ICCCCa onLinkdedin.
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Hoop dreams. A son’sjourney

to the Special Olympics

By ANN CARR

ANCOUVER
— In 2001,
my son
Shanewas 18
and passionate about the
game of basketball.
Throughout his youth, Shane was
integrated into his favourite sport

with histypical peersin PE. class
and community programs.

Helearned many skillsand could hold
his own on the court — despite the fact
that he has Noonan Syndrome (a de-
velopmental disorder) Shane becamea
very talented player.

However, Shane's physical ability and
cognitive understanding of the game
would not alow him to continue play-
ing within the typical basketball pro-
gramsoffered in hiscommunity.

The sport he had become so passion-
ate about, and had learned so much
from, wasno longer an option for him.

For thisreason, | started the first bas-
ketball programin British Columbiafor
youth with developmental challenges.

Any parent knowsthat when your child
finds something that makes them ex-
cited, motivated and happy you want to
encourage them to pursueit.

Thiswas how Shane was with basket-
ball. He learned everything through
basketball: socid skills, academic skills,
physical skills.

He lived for basketball, and he shone
when hewas onthe court like any other
teenage athlete. | was not about to see
him sit back and loseinterest in some-
thing that became an integral part of
hislife.

My program, the Developmentally
Challenged Youth Basketball Associa-
tion (DCYBA), gave young men like
Shane the opportunity to play the sport
they loved with non-challenged peers.
Shane was able to continue with his
passion...andit wasonly the beginning!

In 2003, the Special Olympics World
Summer Gameswerebeing heldin Ire-
land (my home country!).

Basketball wasplayed al over theworld
within Special Olympics (and wasone
of the largest team sports that would
be showcased at this event).

At the time, however, basketball was
not offered by Special Olympics in
Canada.

| decided | wanted to attend the World
Games as a volunteer to see individu-
als with challenges similar to Shane
compete; | wanted a measure for
where we could go in developing our
program.

Volunteering at the World Games be-
camemy quest. Eventually, | received
confirmation that my sister, Shaneand
| were accepted as volunteers within
the sport of basketball and off wewent!

Littledid | know | would betakenona
journey of alifetime.

Needless to say we were all very ex-
cited, especially Shane.

My sister, who coaches our DCYBA
players, was probably the most excited

Nl —

A PROUD MOM - Ann Carr holds the top place medal her son
won at the Canadian Special Olympics National Summer Games
in Vancouver. Now Shane and team Canada are heading for

A RECRUITMENT campaign by a Dublin-based marketing
agency has led to some people believing the message is racist
and anti-Irish, while the actual intention is to call young Irish
workers to come back home to new job opportunities.

Torontonians confused
and angered by anti-Irish’
recruitment campaign

TORONTO - A large sign
telling Irish people to “go

ing talented Irish workerswho' ve been
living abroad.

the 2015 World Championshps in Los Angeles in August.

“ At that moment | thought, anything is
possible...and it was. Shane's team won
the entire National tournament!”

as she had no previous experiencewith
coachingindividualswith challengesand
thiswould give her the confidence she
required to continueon.

We all learned so much; | saw what |
needed to see, which was the abilities
and courage of athletes from all over
the world playing a sport at often the
samelevel as college basketball.

Itwasin Ireland that Shane decided he
wanted to play for Special Olympicsat
the World Games one day!

From 2001 to 2014 the DCY BA pro-
gram took on alife of its own. We ex-
panded from one program of 10 play-
erstothree programswith atotal of 55
players participating.

During this time, Special Olympics
Canada sanctioned three new sports,
onebeing basketball.

Of course, Shane was thrilled! He
would now have another avenueto pur-
suethe sport heis so passionate about.

| led Shane and some of the other

DCY BA playersto the Vancouver Spe-
cia Olympicsprogram wherethey now
play every Saturday.

They competed inthe Provincial Games
and made it to the Canadian Special
Olympics National Summer Games,
whichwerebeing held at UBC last year.

As the Nationals got closer, Shane
turned to meand said “mom, maybewe
will have a chance to make it to the
World Games and play teams we saw
inlreland.”

At that moment | thought, anythingis
possible...and it was. Shane’steamwon
theentire National tournament!

The excitement and tears were flow-
ing on that day!

Littledid I know that my son’s dream
of playing basketball and my dedication
tomaking it possiblefor himwouldlead
to him playing for Canada at the 2015
Special Olympic World Summer
Games.

Dreams do come true!

Columbia.

licensing authority.

News for Irish drivers

applying for B.C. driver’s license

VANCOUV ER —RoadSafetyBC and the | nsurance Corporation of British
Columbia(ICBC), has confirmed theintroduction of simplified driver li-
cence application for new residentswho hold alicence from Ireland that
permitsthe operation of passenger carsand/or motorcycles.

Theholder of avalid Ireland driver’slicencewho appliesfor aBritish Colum-
biadriver’slicence must meet all requirementsincluding residency in British

The-applicant must surrender their Ireland driver’slicenceto ICBC. If the
applicant haslost or otherwise misplaced their Ireland driver’slicence, writ-
ten confirmation of thelicencefrom Ireland’s National Driver Licence Serv-
icemay be acceptedin lieu of surrendering the actual driver’slicence.

Surrendered Ireland driver’slicenceswill continue to be securely destroyed
by ICBC upon issuance of aBritish Columbiadriver’slicence, unless pro-
vided withinstructionsto periodically return theselicencesto the homedriver

home” was spotted on the
back of a truck moving
through downtown Toronto,
leaving behind it a trail of
very confused —if not down-
right angry — Canadians.

Containing only thewords“ GO HOME
IRISH!” and the URL
“PleaselL eaveCanada.com,” the ad
drew immediate criticism among those
who saw it live and those who saw pho-
tosof it uploaded to Facebook on July
9.

Otherswere confused by the presence
of such asign in Canada, where more
than 4.5 million residents listed them-
selvesashbeing of Irish ancestry during
the most-recent National Household
Survey.

Of course, it didn’t takelong for people
to figure out the sign’s actual purpose
by visiting the URL it displayed.

Pleasel eaveCanada.com redirects to
the homepage of a Dublin-based mar-
keting agency called The Social House.

Anoverlay currently in placeonthesite
revealsthat the billboards are part of a
recruitment campaign aimed at attract-

The company saysit believesthat it's
timefor al thosewho emigrated during
the economic crash to now come home
as there are many new job opportuni-
tiesspringingupin Dublin.

In a blog posted on their website, the
company addresses the thousands of
young Irish citizenswho’ve moved to
Canadafor work in recent years, says,
“We want you to come home. Not as
much asyour mum, but still.”

Whilethe ad agency may have had good
intentions, the feedback on social me-
diahas been mixed with many express-
ing aview that the campaign wasiill-
advised.

Some Canadiansfeel that the campaign
could be misunderstood by peoplewho
see the poster as anti-Irish sentiment.

Others called out the agency for mak-
ing light of or trying to capitalize on the
“anti-lrish sentiments that were ram-
pant in Canadaand theU.S. inthe 19th
and early 20th Centuries.”

The Social House blog reads, “We are
looking to hire Irish people who have
worked in other parts of the world.
We're not anti-emigration, but we'd
loveto lure some of theseinternation-
ally seasoned brainsback home by pre-
tending to be Anti-Irish-Canadians.”
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FUNERAL SERVIC

¢ We provide a full range of funeral & cremation services

* Fair and affordable prices

¢ No commissioned sales people

* We welcome inquiries about pre-planning & pre-paid funeral trusts

* Our offices are open six days a week, available by phone 24/7

Vancouver New Westminster Cloverdale @ South Surre_\'
604-736-0268 604-321-4881 604-574-2603
450 West 20 Avenue 219- 6™ Street #101- 5772 176" Street

Vancouver V5Y 1E2

New Westminster V3L 3A3

Our ﬁmlfﬁ; serving yjour fnlllff_i,[ with
compassion for over one hundred years.

Surrey V35 4C8
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William Butler Yeats:
‘Sex and death arethe only things
that can interest a serious mind’

THE VIEW FROM

IRELAND

MAURICE
FITZPATRICK

VMRS |LLIAM Butler
A % Yeats, who was
G2

born on June 13,
Ay W') 1865, hasjust fin-
ished celebrating his 150"
birthday.

In the case of most of us, death
has a pesky way of interfering
with the onward march of our
social calendar.

The celebrants of Yeats
sequicentennia birthday, however, are
quite unperturbed by the fact that the
birthday boy isno longer with us.

Between public readings, Georgian
houses in Dublin enlivened with
Yeatsian spirits and seances, academic
conferences and studies, Yeats' 150"
has been ahooley al round.

This blowout may risk the charge of
being crass and exploitative, but not a
hit of it. For Yeats, death itself wassim-
ply aman-made construct that any art
worthy of the name could outface:

Death and life were not

Till man made up thewhole,

Madelock, stock and barrel

Out of hishitter soul,
Aye, sun and moon and star, all,
And further add to that
That, being dead, werise,
Dream and so create. ..
(The Tower)

Yeats also claimed that death was an
inexhaustible fount of inspiration for
good poetry: “sex and death are the
only things that can interest a serious
mind.”

Such high-mindedness forced awedge
between he and some of the Irish read-
ing public. In response to this, Yeats,
morethan any other writer, wasrespon-
siblefor the creation of avision of Ire-
land that bore scant relationship to the
country where peasant farmers strug-
gled under the imperial and clerical
kosh.

He was explicit about hisview of Ire-
land’s proper identity: “A Druidland, a
Druid tune.”

He wanted to create an audiencefor it
too, hisvehicle being the Abbey Thea-
tre, the new national theatre of an emer-
gent nation forged partly to reflect his
view of what Ireland truly should be.

All theblather about fairiesand awhim-
sical, poetica peasantry would be diffi-
cult to bear were it not for Yeats' vi-
sionary brillianceinimagining theland
anew:
Imagining aman,
And hissun-freckled face

And grey Connemaracloth
(The Fisherman)

Yeats' vision of Ireland became en-

=

A FAMOUS Irish love story: William Butler Yeats and Maud
Gonne. When the poet first met the Irish Nationalist revolution-
ary Maud Gonne in 1889, he was enthralled by her beauty and
fire. He proposed to her four times between 1891 and 1901.
She turned him down each time, choosing instead to marry a
fellow Nationalist, Major John MacBride, in 1903.

meshed inthe particularly troubled poli-
ticsof therepublic.

Hislineson the Easter 1916 Uprising,
in response to the action of rebelswho
seized ahandful of significant buildings
in central Dublinincluding the General
Post Office and proclaimed the repub-
lic, will be quoted ad nauseam next
year during the centenary.

Yeats marrying of ancient Celtic myth
withradical, revolutionary politicsinhis
later verse will be less discussed and
lessunderstood:

When Pearse summoned Cuchulainto
hisside.

What stalked through
the Post Office?
(The Satues)

In his later years, the civic-minded
Yeats became, in the words of one of
hishiographers, BrendaMaddox, ‘avir-
tuoso of the committee table’, and he
got appointed to the Senate.

If acensoriousand patronising tone still
clung to his Senate speeches, it never-
theless stands asanoblerecord that he
defended the Protestant minority inthe
South, and spokein favour of theright
todivorce—civilising and modernising
issues that rattled the complacency of
the newly-founded Dublin government.

Yeats became a spokesman on artistic
and moral issues—theexcitableyoung
poet’selevation to the status of a* smil-
ing public man” would seem to have
been completein hislater life.

Not in the poetry, and the poetry attests
tothepower of hisimagination to with-
stand, and to stand a oof from, theflurry
of hisother mundane concerns.

The catalogue of Yeats' sillinessesand
snobberiesisaslong asitisoffensive.

Hisreputationin Ireland sufferstothis
day for hisunfair judgements of Irish
people and for his poses; hisflirtation
with fascism does him no favours ei-
ther. Yet thereis still the poetry.

W. H. Auden said thiswell in hiswon-
derful elegy for Yeats, “ You weresilly
likeus; your gift survivedit all.”

A censure and a pardon in one breath.
And what was the spur that honed his
gift?

Yeats, at the age of 23, fell for afiery
woman, a prominent revolutionary,
named Maud Gonne who would not
have him.

After aseriesof proposals, pining verse
and attemptsto woo her, hefinally re-
lented a little and went to work on
Gonne'sdaughter —who wouldn’t have
him either.

Meanwhile, he had turned 50 and
started a family with an ever accom-
modating English woman named
Georgie Hyde-L eeswho very soon un-
derstood the disposition of the man she
lived with (“hewould cut the wings of
an angel to write agood poem”).

Sherealised too that their marriage of
conveniencewould not stop Yeats wan-
dering eye, so she oversaw hismonkey
gland surgery (Steinach operation) to
rejuvenate Yeats sexually and arranged
meetingsfor himwith hisgirlfriendsin
London.

And he continued to rave about Maud
Gonne—even on hisdeath bed, hewas
till writing love poemsfor Gonne. Very
good onestoo.

That isthe point about Yeats. Whilesil-
linesspermeateshiswork, it never over-
whelmsit.

Every Irish person who has found his
disdain for Irish people problematic,
might neverthel ess addressthemselves
to the corpus of work he created and
acknowledge the magnificent achieve-
ment that it constitutes.

He was certainly one of the greatest
poets of the century and hisunceasing
energy to createthe possibility of anew
beginning was hugely important to Ire-
land during its transition to independ-
ence.

For all his crazy notions and undigni-
fied love pursuits, thankfully there still
isthe poetry:

Had | the heavens’
embroidered cloths,
Enwrought with golden
andsilverlight,
Theblueand thedim
and thedark cloths
Of night and light and the hal f-light,
| would spread the cloths
under your feet.
(He Wishes for
the Cloths of Heaven)

At 150, Yeats haslong outstripped the
standard Irish language platitude — go
maire td an céad/ that you may liveto
be ahundred.

Bring on another 150 birthdaysand his
work will still beread.

Life Setsin the Twilight
of SUmmer

By CYNTHIAWALLENTINE
Summer too shortly will turn
to autumn. Life always does.
Page after page, storiesbegin,
stories end.

The profundity of life is captured by
those who suffer real joy, sorrow, or
pain. The highs and lows of life —the
summer is nothing if not a season for
such things.

Every day it becomesmoredifficult for
meto reconcilethe clear beauty of this
world, withitsshocking, insatiable, pain
and horror.

At home, abroad, in the community, in
thenews, sorrow and pain far outweigh
joy. Still —joy rarely sells newspapers,
soitlikely my observationsare skewed.

For those who pass, an ending could
bring sweet release, or an abrupt shock
that life ended all too soon.

For thosein pain, adistancing fromthe
physical being, areckoning of mortal-

ity, and appreciation for all that can yet
still be done.

Deeper and deeper the experiences of
life coil at our feet, tripping usin the
dark. Or thebrillianceof birth, joy, and
love, blinding us—even momentarily —
to atougher road ahead.

| wonder and weighiit al, weeds push-
ing through concrete and lush flowers
pendulousin deep green mystery. Both
havetheir rights.

This issue of The Celtic Connection,
bridges summer and autumn, for
Lughnasadh arrives in the twilight of
August 1. So these words too — shall
bridge summer into autumn, light into
longer shadow, growing season into
harvest.

For thosewho suffer —may loving arms
find you, and may better timeslie ahead.
Benot accursed for deep feeling—high
or low — but be happy you are alive,
and havethe gift to notice, and nod, and
shuffleon.

Blessed be.

Irish Catholics can now
trace ancestry online
back to 1740s

DUBLIN —Almost 300 years of parish registers are now available online and
people of Irish Catholic ancestry can trace their origins back almost 300 years.

Taoiseach EndaKenny and Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht Heather
Humphreys officially launched the entire collection of Catholic parish register
microfilmsheld by the National Library of Ireland (NLI).

More than 370,000 digital images of the microfilm reels on which the parish
registers are recorded will now be accessible free of charge.

These parish register records are considered the single most important source of
information on Irish family history prior to the 1901 census.

Dating from the 1740s to the 1880s, they cover 1,086 parishes throughout the
island of Ireland, and consist primarily of baptismal and marriage records.

The NLI has been working to digitise the microfilms for more than three years
under what is described asits most ambitious digitisation programmeto date.

Ciara Kerrigan of the NLI said: “We have received a hugely enthusiastic re-
sponse from peopleworldwidewith aninterestin Irish family history.”

Further informationisavailableat registers.nli.ie.

NOVENAS

NOVENA
TO OURLADY OF GUADALUPE
Dear Mother, we love you. We thank you for
your promise to help us in our need. We
trust in your love that dries our tears and
comforts us. Teach us to find our peace in
your Son, Jesus, and bless us every day
of our lives. Help us to build a shrine in
our hearts, make it as beautiful as the one
built for you on the Mount of Tepeyac. A
shrine full of trust, hope, and love of Jesus
growing stronger each day. Mary, you have
chosen to remain with us by giving us your
most wonderful and holy self-image on
Juan Diego’s cloak. May we feel your lov-
ing presence as we look upon your face.
Like Juan, give us the courage to bring
your message of hope to everyone. You

are our Mother and our inspiration. Hear
our prayer and answer us. Amen. — C.C.
NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
“Blessed be God in His Angels and in
His Saints”
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints, your
love for God and charity for his creatures,
made you worthy, when on earth, to pos-
sess miraculous powers. Encouraged by
this thought, I implore you to obtain for me
(request). O gentle and loving St. Anthony,
whose heart was ever full of human sym-
pathy, whisper my petition into the ears of
the sweet Infant Jesus, who loved to be
folded in your arms; and the gratitude of
my heart will ever be yours. Amen.
—CTKB, PMKM, MJF, C.C.

Publication of this prayer is $25 monthly

(Canadian residents include 5% GST)
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PSNI officers lifted this car to rescue young girl in an incident
outside an Ardoyne shop during a clash with Loyalists in North
Belfast. The 15-year-old girl was taken to hospital with serious
injuries. The driver of the car was arrested.

Orange Order parades.
Missiles hurled
as PSNI block march

BELFAST —Loyalistshurled
missiles at Police Service of
Northern Ireland (PSNI) of-
ficers on the evening of July
12 when Orangemen were
prevented from parading past
the Ardoyne shops in North
Belfast.

Police erected steel barriersin the
Woodvale Road about 300 metres
from the shops to prevent more
than 3,000 Orangemen, loyalist
bands, members and supporters
parading on up the road to the
shops.

There was a stand-off between police
and protesters, with demonstrators
taunting and shouting at the PSNI of -
ficers when the parade arrived at the
barriersshortly before 7:30 PM.

Tensionswere high and after eight min-
utes missiles started raining down on
police and reporters who were cover-
ing the parade.

Some of the demonstrators sang the
Sash and the Famine Song —“the Fam-
ineisover why don’t you go home” —
as others pelted police with beer bot-
tles, full cans, bolts and other missiles.
Policequickly movedinwith Land Rov-
ersto strengthen thelines.

During the incident it appeared that a
young girl was struck by a car. Police
had to turn over the car onto itsside so
they could accessthegirl. Thegirl, who
police said was 15, was taken to hospi-
tal. Thedriver of the car was arrested.

Local Sinn Féin Assembly member
Gerry Kelly spoketo her family and said
he understood her injurieswerenot life
threatening.

A number of missileswerefired at po-
lice by nationalists as they sought to
maintain the scene.

A police helicopter hovered overhead
while police dogs and two large water
cannon trucks were placed on standby
at the top of the Woodvale Road.

There was a huge police presence at
the scene, with many in full riot gear
and bearing shieldsto protect them from
the bottlesand cans.

As well as the standoff on Woodvale
Road there was also trouble at the top
of Twaddell Avenue where loyalists
threw heavy bricksat policelines.

Missileswere also throwninthedirec-
tion of nationalists gathered at the

Thousands were expected to
take part in over 800 parades
across Northern Ireland with
many more expected to watch
the spectacle marking the vic-
tory of protestant King William
of Orange’s victory over
Catholic King James Il at the
Battle of the Boyne in 1690.

shops. Police responded with water
cannons and anumber of police offic-
erssufferedinjuries.

Earlier, the morning feeder parade to
themain Belfast parade, whichwasal-
lowed by the Parades Commission, con-
cluded peacefully.

Two republican protests were staged
in the morning. The Crumlin and
Ardoyne Residents’ Association
(CARA), which supports Sinn Féin,
unveiled alarge banner stating “ Reso-
lution is Possible” as the parade went
by.

The Greater Ardoyne Residents Coali-
tion (GARC), whichisviewed asbeing
sympathetic to dissident republicanism,
also protested at the shops.

Protestersat that demonstration, which
wasmore heavily policed, carried post-
ers with messages such as “March
where you're welcome,” “Treat our
community with respect” and “No pa-
rades, no violence.”

One protester was arrested and charged
with assaulting police and disorderly
behaviour. Hewasreleased on bail and
ordered to stay away from further pro-
tests.

The Orange Order condemned those
engaging in violence and al so appealed
for calmin north Belfast.

“Thoseinvolvedin violence should de-
sist. Itisnot only counterproductive but
aso plainwrong. Such actionsareonly
strengthening the hand of those who
wish to further curtail our parades,” a
spokesman said.

Thousands were expected to take part
in over 800 parades with many more
expected to watch the spectacle mark-
ing the victory of protestant King
William of Orange’s victory over
Catholic King Jamesl|| at the Battle of
the Boynein 1690.
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Berkeley balcony collapse that
killed six Irish students caused
by ‘rotting’ Wood beams

DUBLIN — The New York
Times has apologised for an
article on the Berkeley bal-
cony tragedy, admitting some
of the language used “could
beinterpreted asinsensitive”
tothevictims families.

The article referred to a tragedy in
Berkeley, California where a fourth
floor balcony collapsed in the early
morning hoursof Tuesday, June 16, kill-
ing six young Irish students. Another
sevenremaininjured in hospital.

The dead were named as Eoghan
Culligan, Nick Schuster, Lorcan Miller,
Eimear Walsh and OliviaBurke, all 21
yearsold and friends from south Dub-
lin.

The sixth fatality is Irish-American
Ashley Donohoe (22) from California
who was a cousin of Olivia Burke, a
summer student on a J1 work visa.
Ashley’sparentsareoriginaly fromIre-
land.

Tragically, thetraumahasnot ended as
some of the injured remain in critical
condition with some being treated for
what are regarded aslife-changing in-
juries.

The injured students are Hannah Wa-
ters, Clodagh Cogley, Niall Murray,
Sean Fahey, Jack Halpin, Conor Flynn
and Aoife Beary, all aged between 20
and 22.

Aninvestigation hassincerevealed that
the collapse was caused by “rot and
decay” in wooden supports on the bal-
cony, causing it to swivel 90 degrees
and slaminto thewall below, throwing
off 13 peoplewho fell 40 feet downto
the pavement.

In its report of the tragedy, New York
Times reporters said the J1 visa pro-
gram had been “not just a source of
aspiration, but also asource of embar-
rassment for Ireland.”

They stated that the scheme was
“marked by aseriesof high-profileepi-
sodesinvolving drunken partying and
the wrecking of apartments in places
like San Francisco and SantaBarbara.”

Eileen M. Murphy, vice-president of
corporate communicationsfor the New
York Times said the article in question
“was a second day story” that sought
to contextualize the collapse 24 hours
after the deaths had taken place.

“It was intended to explain in greater
detail why these young Irish students
wereintheU.S.

“We understand and agree that some
of the language in the piece could be
interpreted asinsendgitive, particularly in
such close proximity to this tragedy,”
shesaid in a statement.

“It wasnever our intention to blamethe
victims and we apologise if the piece
left that impression. We will continue
to cover this story and report on the
young peoplewho lost their lives.”

Labour Minister of State Aodhan O
Riordain was among those who called
on the paper to removethearticlefrom
its website and apol ogise to the fami-
liesinvolved. He described the paper’s
coverage of the collapsed balcony as
“completely insensitive and outra-
geous.”

Thelrish Ambassador tothe U.S. Anne
Anderson wrote a letter to the news-

MOURNERS lay flowers at scene of a deadly balcony collapse
in Berkeley, California.

paper’s editor saying the article had
caused “deep offence,” and also con-
tained “inaccurate” statements about
the J1 program.

“At thistime of searing grief, the mes-
sages of condolence and offers of sup-
port which are flooding in to the em-
bassy and our consulates are balm to
thesoul.

“They reflect far more accurately the
feelings of the American people than
doesyour article,” shewrote.

The New York Times declined to re-
movethearticleonline, itspublic editor
Margaret Sullivan said, adding, “Itisnot
the Times's policy to take a published
story off itswebsite.”

However, she said in a posting on the
site, clearly the journalists involved
“would write and edit the story differ-
ently now.”

Sullivan noted her office had “fielded
hundreds of complaints” from readers
who were “ quite understandably” up-
set about the article.

Following thetragedy, Philip Grant, the
Irish consul in San Francisco, spoketo
U.S. mediaand explained that Ireland
was asmall country where “very few
of ushave been left untouched by this

tragedy.”

He spoke asfamilies of theyoung vic-
tims began arriving in the city outside
San Francisco and said the country was
“frozen in shock and disbelief” and
“overwhelmed by the outpouring of sup-
port that we have received from al the
communitieshere.

“There are very many questions we
would liketo know the answersto, but
right at the moment what we are con-
centrating on isfinding out how every-
body is, to make surethat all thosewho
need to know how their loved onesare,
areinformed,” said Grant.

There are currently around 700 Irish
students in the Bay area of San Fran-
cisco. Thelrish consul said therewere
very few who wouldn’t know someone
at the tragic party.

Priestsrobbed at gunpoint
at their homein Omagh

OMAGH, Co. Tyrone—Two priestsare recovering after they
were robbed at gunpoint in Omagh.
Both priests were in the home on Brook Street when two men, one

armed with a suspected firearm, entered the properties looking for
money on the morning of Saturday, July 11.

One of thetwo men was brandishing agun and they stol e an undisclosed sum of
money and made their getaway. Neither of the priests was harmed.

Monsignor Joseph P. Donnelly, the parish priest of St. Joseph’s, Drumragh, was
one of two priests held up by assailants.

It is understood he went on to officiate at a wedding and mass following his
ordeal accordingtoalocal MLA.

The second priest was Father Piotr Zimnoch.

West Tyrone Sinn Fein MLA Barry McElduff called into the the parochial house
to convey hissupport for the priests. He said local peoplewere horrified at this
attack.

“My thoughtsarewith thetwo priests. | totally condemn this outrageous criminal
act and | would appeal to anyone with information asto the identity of the cul-
pritsto passit on to the PSNI.

“1 was speaking to Monsignor Donnelly and the most amazing thing was that,
despite histrauma, hewasjust getting on with ordinary pastoral duties. Hehad a
wedding to take later that day and he was continuing with mass as hormal on
Sunday.”

McElduff said such areaction wastypical of Monsignor Donnelly who always
went “quietly about hisbusiness’ and was highly respected by parishionersand
thewider community in Omagh.

Detective Sergeant lan Lyle said, “ Thetwo men involved in the armed robbery
are described as being aged in their 30s, with local accents and were wearing
green jackets and had their faces covered.”
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SEATTLE IRISH NEWS

PASSINGS
¢ TOM BUTLER - Members of the
Seattle Gaels were sorry to hear
about the recent passing of Tom But-
ler in Vancouver, B.C.

A native of Co. Mayo, Tom was a

sical favorites such as Some En-
chanted Evening and more.

Information and tickets online at:
emmetcahill.com.

GALWAY TRADERS - The closing
date for the sale of the building hous-

great GAA man all his life and always By ing Galway Traders, Seattle’s pre-
gave a friendly and warm welcome JOHN | miere Irish import store, has been
to members of the Seattle Gaels. KEANE

Over the years he provided beds and
breakfasts for many Seattle football-
ers and he was a great representa-
tive of Ireland. Sincere condolences

pushed back until next spring (ten-
tatively early May).

As a result, the store will host an-
other Samhain Harp concert in Oc-
tober, the usual Christmas activities

IRISH NIGHT at the Seattle Mariners on June 17. (L-R) [Front] to his wife Catholine and his wide cir-
Judge Mike Heavey, Seattle Police Chief Kathleen O’Toole, cle of family and friends.

and John Keane. [Back] Frank and Mary Shriane, Dean Arnold, , oM BEIRNE - A native of
Jane Sepede and Candace Dunne.

and the St. Patrick’s Festival next
March.

Owner Evi Murray is still hopin
Knockcroghery, Co. Roscommon, y ping

Iniversi s[Em
Seanle University School of Law

Five Thousa vl

PRESENTING A check for $5,000 from the Friends of St. Patrick
to the Seattle University Law School to fund the Costello Irish-
American Scholarship. (L-R) Mary Jo Costello, John Costello,
Leo Costello, Kip Toner, Law School Dean Annette Clark, Carol
Costello, Don Luby, and FOSP President Ryan Gallagher.

Tom Beirne died in Seattle on June 7
at the age of 90.

For the past 40 years, Tom and
Susie were active members of
Seattle’s Irish community, and were
very well known and liked.

He was always genuine and warm,
and his passing is widely mourned in
Seattle’s Irish community.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anam dilis
— May their faithful souls rest at God’s
right hand.

JULY 19 PICNIC — Seattle’s Irish
community picnic is Noon-6 PM, Sun-
day, July 19, at Lake Sammamish
State Park in Issaquah (exit # 15 off
1-90).

Games and fun for the entire family,
and all are welcome. Free hot dogs
and hamburgers will be provided but
bring your own drink and a dessert
to be shared.

There's a covered picnic area and
several BBQ grills if you bring char-
coal. The hurling games start at 1
PM followed at 3 PM by games and
fun for the entire family — tug-o-war,
sack-races, water balloon toss, etc.

For more information, email
Picnic@irishclub.org or call (425)
290-7839.

CASCADIA CONCERT — The Reel

IRISH TENOR Emmet Cabhill,
the former member of the world
renowned Irish music show
Celtic Thunder, performs in a
solo concert at Youngstown
Cultural Arts Center in Seattle
on Thursday, August 6.

EMMET CAHILL — Irish tenor Emmet
Cahill, the former member of the
world renowned Irish music show
Celtic Thunder, performs in a solo
concert on Thursday, August 6 at 8
PM at the Youngstown Cultural Arts
Center, 4408 Delridge Way SW,
Seattle.

This is a one-night only concert!
Widely regarded as Ireland’s most
exciting young tenor, he will take his
audience on a journey through the
classic Irish songs like Macushla, I'll
Take You Home Again Kathleen, Irish
Eyes are Smiling, as well as old mu-

someone will buy the shop and find
a new home for it so that she can
retire! For details, visit:
galwaytraders.com.

FOSP SCHOLARSHIP —On June 24,
members of the Friends of St. Patrick
presented a $5,000 check to the
Seattle University Law School to fund
the Costello Irish-American Scholar-
ship.

This year’s Costello Scholarship stu-
dent is Catherine Connell, editor-in-
chief of the Seattle University Law
Review. Catherine carries a 3.81
GPA, and is a summer associate (in-
tern) at Seattle law firm K&L Gates.

NEW OFFICERS — David Jacobsen
was re-elected president of the Irish
Heritage Club and most other offic-
ers and board members up for elec-
tion were also re-elected at the club’s
recent annual general meeting.

Newly elected to the board of direc-
tors was Diana Jacobsen replacing
Justin McMahon who was also nomi-
nated but deferred to Diana.

For more information, visit
irishclub.org.

CELTIC CENTER — Congratulations

[Continued on next page....]

Tradition — Ireland in the Northwest,
the Cascadia Irish Music Week Fare-
well Concert, is Saturday, July 25, 8

SEATTLE GAELS members Terry Creighton, Shawn Springer
and Paul McGarry in the Turf Club with track bugler Dan
Harrington at Irish Day at the Races at Emerald Downs on

June 28.

PM at Phinney Center Community
Hall, 6532 Phinney Ave N, Seattle.

Performances by some of the world’s
finest Irish traditional musicians in-
cluding Patsy Hanly — flute; Antoin
MacGabhann - fiddle; Sean Gavin -
flute; Josh Dukes - guitar; Josephine
Marsh - button accordion; Angelina
Carberry - tenor banjo, tenor guitar,
mandolin; Randal Bays — fiddle and
program director.

Tickets at BrownPaperTickets.com/
event/1692043 — adults $22; seniors
$18; youth (under 12) $12, under
five free. For more information, visit
cascadiairish.org, or call (206) 235-
2061.

IRISH BASEBALL NIGHT — The first
annual Irish Night at the Tacoma

ﬁb &%\1 e : - Rainiers at Cheney Stadium in T3

“Q"\% NN A% Tacomais Thursday, July 16 at 7:05 : i
B - - PM for the game Rainiers v ~ ] f !
MEETING Seattle’s new Irish-born Assistant Police Chief ata Sacramento. Tickets are $15 which % i o |
recent Seattle Police Foundation Breakfast (L-R) John Keane, includes a hot dog and chips. o T y e
Christine Adkins, Chief Lesley Cordner, Aly Shelby-Gardner, go tickets and more details, e-mail: o
Brid Nowlan, and Noreen McCormack. Chief Cordner was born  t3comarangers@gmail.com, or S : el =
in Portadown, Co. Armagh and has been with the Seattle Po- check the Tacoma Rangers on  SEATTLE GAELS players Jenna Volcko, Kerry Rezmer and
lice Department since 1989. Facebook. Aoife Blake at the Seattle Gaelic Games on June 13.
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THE SEATTLE GAELS Womens’ Gaelic Football team that played at the Seattle Gaelic Games

on June 13.
[Continued from page 16]

to The Celtic Arts Foundation in
Mount Vernon on the opening of the
Littlefield Celtic Center, located at
1124 Cleveland Avenue, Mount
Vernon.

The beautifully designed building will
accommodate seated meals, con-
certs and lectures for up to 150 peo-
ple, and other events celebrating all
things Celtic!

Already being held at the Center are
regular Irish stepdancing classes.
The Celtic Arts Foundation also runs
the annual Highland Games in Mount
Vernon.

CALENDAR
« Scoil Rince Slieveloughane present
the 18th Annual Dance for Life Feis
on July 17 - 18 at the Great Wolf
Lodge Grand Mound in Centralia.
For information, visit:
srsirishdance.com.

¢ Although the new statue of St.
Patrick was erected last May at St.
Patrick’s Cemetery in Kent, the offi-
cial blessing and unveiling of the
statue will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 3, at 10 AM.

« Irish Network Seattle will have their
very popular annual end of summer
party on Friday, September 12 at the

Pace 17

_ New Irish Postal Code

Service Launched

DUBLIN —Communications Minister
Alex White haslaunched Ireland’ sfirst
national post code service.

The country’s 2.2 million homes and
businesseswill be assigned individual
seven-digit ‘ Eircodes', which they will
receive in the post in the coming
weeks.

The optional service has cost EU27
million so far and isaimed at reducing
confusion surrounding non-unique ad-
dresses. About 35 percent of addresses
in the State are not unique.

An Irish post code service was first

proposed more than a decade ago.

Dublin’scodeswill start with theletter
D. For example, the postcode Dublin 1
will becoming DOL. Cork City is ex-
pected to get the letter T - while Gal-
way to get H.

The Eircode system will be optional.
Homes do not have to use their codes
if they don't want to and the system
will not eliminate any existing linesin
addresses.

All 2.2 million propertieswill bemailed

their codesin the coming weeks. Codes
can also be checked on Eircode.ie.
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Whether you call it Drywall,
Gypsum Wallboard or Sheetrock,
its all 100% recyclable to us!

‘A product designed for your safety and made to be
S infinitely recycled into pew gvpsum wallboard!

| Now accepting New and Used gypsuim @kent, WA

A true closed-loop product”

)
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FATHER Tom Marti celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordi-
nation on June 14. Among the Irish who helped him celebrate
were (L-R) [Seated] Maureen Keane, Mary Jo Costello, Fr.
Tom Marti, and Mary McKevitt. [Standing] John Keane, John

Costello, Bernadette and Pat Noonan, Dénal McKevitt, Mary
and Jim Sammon.

Novilhos Steakhouse, 901 Fairview
Ave N on lovely Lake Union. For in-
formation, visit:
irishnetworkseattle.org.

« Irish Reels Film Festival will be Sep-
tember 25-27 at the SIFF at the
Seattle Center.

» The newly elected Mayor of Gal-

way is Councillor Frank Fahy who
visited Seattle as Deputy Mayor in
2013 and who has already commit-
ted to visiting Seattle again in 2016.

« Join the Irish language choir which
will be singing for the Mass in Gaelic
in October. New voices welcome, with
a little Gaelic or a lot! E-mail:
miriamjdoyle@gmail.com.

Search underway for Irish woman
who ishear toafortune

AN IRISH womanbornMarie
Hilton is the last remaining
heir to an estateworth at |east
EU700,000 and shemight not
even know it.

Finders International, who help unite
heirs with money owed to them, have
been trying to track down the woman
bornonMay 17, 1943 in North Dublin.

Padraic Greenan from FindersInterna-
tional told Today FM’s Anton Savage
Show, “A man by the name of Michael
P. O’Hanlon passed away in
Southhampton in 2008. We were work-
ing away on the case but came to a
dead end, until recently.”

MarieHiltonisthelast remaining heir
to the estate of her half-brother andit’s
understood that she could living in Co.
Louth.

Marie was one of three children born

to Phyllis Veronica Hilton from Dub-
lin'sMountjoy Square. Phylliswasborn
in 1924 and died in 1979. She had three
children by different fathers and gave
them up for adoption.

Mari€e’'syounger sister, Phyllis Junior,
married aman called Patrick O Driscoll
from Ballyfermot. Herememberstrav-
elling to Drogheda about 10-15 years
ago with his wife to meet her sister
Marie.

Phyllis Junior has since passed away,
asdid her brother Michael P. O’ Hanlon,
who owned the estate to which Marie
Hiltonisthelast remaining heir.

Greenan said, “We have reason to be-
lieve that Marieisliving in either the
Drogheda or Dundalk area.

“Wedon't know if sheisstill alive, we
don’t know if she goes under the name
Marie Hilton or an adoptive surname,
she might have married, but we can’t
find amarriage certificate.”

Headded that if Marie has since passed
away, she could have children who
would beentitled to inherit the estate.

Grennan said there are hundreds of
unclaimed estatesin the UK which are
waiting to beinherited by Irishrelatives.

A website called unclaimedestates.ie
has almost 600 cases of peopleof Irish
originwho have passed away inthe UK
and have left behind estates.

“Thereisasearch engineonit and you
can seeif any of your distant relatives
who have moved to the UK areonit,”
he said.

If you know of aMarie Hilton, or who
was born Marie Hilton, daughter of a
PhyllisVeronicaHilton, half-sibling to
PhyllisHilton and Michael P.O’'Hanlon,
quite possibly living in the Drogheda
area, contact Finders International on
011-353 (1) 691-7252 or viathe Find-
ers International website at:
www.findersinternational .co.uk.

Vancouver to Seattle &
SeaTac Airport,

There and back! Quick and Easy!
For Reservations call:

604-940-4428

FAIRFIELD INN BY MARRIOTT
19631 International Bivd.

Sealac WA 98188
1-206-824-9909

Includes Continental Breakfast

FOR HOTEL & BUS PACKAGES IN
VANCOUVER OR SEATTLE
CALL: 604-940-4428

FREE SERVICES
AVAILABLE

to Irish people in need, regardless of the
person’s religious, social or economic
background.

Consultation and referrals, networking
opportunities, limited immigrant legal
assistance, advocacy and support in
handling drug, alcohol, child or spousal
abuse, family crises, senior issues,
poverty, etc.

Call toll-free 877-517-3559 or email info@irishseattle.com

P.0. Box 75123, Seattle, WA 98175  www.irishseattle.com
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PRESENTATION of jerseys to the newest club in the GAA West-
ern Canada Division, the Fraser Valley Gaels, by their spon-
sor Graham Construction. (L-R) Phil Gardner (originally from
Belfast) construction manager Graham Construction; Denis
Ryan secretary Fraser Valley Gaels; and Jason Glue district
manager Graham Construction.

Dail will not quiz FAI
chief over FIFA pay-off

DUBLIN — Irish politicians
have decided not to grill the
country’sfootball chief about
the five million euro pay-off
from FIFA for a Thierry
Henry handball that cost the
Republic aplacein the 2010
World Cup in South Africa.

John Delaney, the Footbal | Association
of Ireland(FAI) chief executive, re-
vealed last month the money was ar-
ranged by the FIFA president Sepp
Blatter after the team controversially
lost aplay-off against Francein 2009.

It was classed as a loan and used to
pay off debtsfor the redevel opment of
theold Lansdowne Road into theAviva
stadium.

Delaney was facing the prospect of a
potentially tricky Q&A in front of a
parliamentary committee over hishan-
dling of the secret deal, even though
the FAl isnot regulated by the Dublin

Government.

But, following a private meeting in
Leinster House, a spokeswoman con-
firmed, “the committee have opted not
to ask the FAI to appear.”

Delaney has not answered any ques-
tionspublicly sincetherevelation but the
FAI issued alengthy statement outlin-
ing the chronology of the FIFA pay-off
and where it was recorded in its ac-
counts.

He disclosed that the funds were se-
cured from FIFA after a heated ex-
changewith Blatter in hisoffice.

Delaney claimed the money was paid
to stave off athreatened lawsuit against
FIFA after officials missed the double
handball by Henry to set up agoal for
William Gallas.

Such a courtroom claim would have
been unprecedented in soccer history.

Thetermswereoriginaly confidential,
the FAI has said. But the money was
asoduetoberepaidif Ireland qualified
for last year’sWorld Cup.

Ae Lingus misplacesclubs
for Canadian PGA golfer

ST. ANDREWS, Scotland — Cana-
dian professional golfer Graham
Dal aet can finally practice with his
own clubsat the British Open...right
after he getsthem cleaned.

TheWeyburn, Saskatchewan native ar-
rived in Scotland on July 12 for the
major without hisgolfsclubs after Aer
Lingus misplaced his bag during his
travels.

After using somereplacement clubsin
apracticeround, Del aet finally got his
own set when hisbag arrived two days
later.

While no damage was doneto the bag
itself, aprotein powder explosioninside
the bag left the clubs alittle dusty.

After Del aet shared his lost luggage
story on Twitter, countless people
weighed-in to pressure Aer Lingus,
send their best wishes, and crack afew
jokes.

But not everyone understood why
Del aet’s lost luggage story was get-
ting so much attention.

One person tweeted: “I’mintunewith

sports, but lotsof “regular” peoplewait
daysto get their baggage found (or not
found at all).”

Towhich Delaet replied, “do ‘regular’
peoplehhaveajob worth apotential $1.8
million this week? It's a little
different...sorry.”

Dal aet is scheduled to tee off at The
Open on July 16 at 6:54 AM in Scot-
land.

The Open Championship, or smply The
Open (often referred to as the British
Open), is the oldest of the four major
championshipsin professiona golf.

Held in the United Kingdom, it is ad-
ministered by the Royal and Ancient
Golf Club of S. Andrewsandistheonly
major outside the United States.

The Open is currently the third major
of the calendar year, following The
Masters and the U.S. Open, and pre-
ceding the PGA Championship.

The current championisRory Mcllroy,
whowon the 143rd Openin Englandin
2014. The 2015 Open is scheduled for
July 16-19 on the Old Course at St.
Andrewsin Scotland.

Conor McGregor:
Ireland’s first UFC champlon

LAS VEGAS - Conor
McGregor has hailed the amaz-
ing support of hislrish fansfol-
lowing hisepic, bruisngwin over
Chad Mendes in Las Vegas on
July 11.

The 26-year-old floored Mendes with
just three seconds left in the second
round to be crowned interim feather-
weight champion at the memorable
UFC 189.

A brilliant right-left punch combination
from the Dubliner sent Mendes to the
canvas, proving to be the pivotal mo-
ment of an enthralling main event that
saw the more-experienced Californian
use hiswrestling prowessto very good
effect with some big takedowns and
dominant grappling.

Mendes had taunted the Irishman for
dropping too much weight and looking
scrawny, and inthefirst part of thefight
it seemed his words were being borne
out.

McGregor was hisusual self, taunting
Mendes and posturing for the Irish-
dominated crowd, while Mendes
seemed calm and answered
McGregor’santicswith agrin.

But the partisan Irish fansinthe MGM
Grand Garden Arena watched
McGregor answer the ‘wrestler ques-
tion’ in defiant fashion, as helaunched
a powerful left hand to Mendes’ chin
that sent his opponent toppling and ref-
eree Herb Dean was quickly in to stop
thefight.

AN EMOTIONAL McGregor celebrates after his interim feath-
erweight championship win in Las Vegas on July 11.

Afterwards, an exhausted McGregor
said, “1’mabsolutely blown away by the
support. | can’t put into words how
grateful | am.

“There were so many crazy, mixed
emotions. So just to comein here and
hear al the support, yesterday and to-
day, I'm shaking withit.”

Fighting in place of injured champion
Jose Aldo (who was ruled out with a
bruised rib), Mendes looked mightily
impressive in the first round, taking
McGregor to the mat to force him on
the defensive.

Helanded an elbow whichleft thelrish-
man bleeding above hisright eye.

However, McGregor knuckled downin
the second round, breaking out of a
three-minute hold to finally let hisfists

do the talking and come through the
toughest test so far in his UFC career.

After raising the interim belt with his
family, coaches and training partners
around him in the octagon, McGregor
now has his sights set on amouth-wa-
tering unification clash with Brazilian
Aldolater thisyear.

An emotional McGregor gave a spe-
cial mention to the fanswho travelled
to support himin LasVegas, aswell as
the people closest to him on thisjour-
ney to becoming Ireland’s first UFC
champion.

“| just want to thank my team, my fam-
ily, everyone that's come up with me.
It'satight, tight circle, peoplesince day
oneareherewith menow. Andthelrish
peoplethat support me...I swear to God,
I’ve donethisfor us,” he added.

England’s Lionesses welcomed
home with seX|st FA tweet

LONDON —A tweet from an
account run by the Football
Association was quickly de-
leted on July 6 after immedi-
ately runninginto controversy
— athough the organisation
behind England’s national
football team says the mes-
sagewastaken out of context.

It was meant to be atribute, but ended
up being criticised as* patronising” and
“sexist.”

The Twitter feed @England —the offi-
cial feed of the England national foot-
ball team, run by the FA — tweeted:
“QOur #Lionesses go back to being moth-
ers, partners and daughters today, but
they have taken on another title — he-
roes.”

The message was deleted soon after
posting, but not before being captured
and circulated on social media.

Soon criticism was heaped on the or-
ganisation behind what a \Washington
Post reporter called an “ appalling, sex-
ist tweet.”

Ishaan Tharoor wrote, “England’sLi-
onesses' — who are professional ath-
letes—managed to makeit to the semi-
finalsof amagjor tournament, something
the‘Lions haven’t donein nearly three
decades. Yet their great triumph has
yielded thissort of condescension. The
reaction on social mediato @England’'s
tweet waswonderfully swift.”

Some of thetweetsin responseincluded
L ee Jenkins who wrote, “For those of

ENGLAND S Women s World Cup team arrive home at
Heathrow Airport after clinching bronze.

youwondering what twitter would have
looked like in the 50s, @england has
helpfully obliged.”

Martin Belam comments, “ Imaginethe
people signing off on that @england
tweet and going ‘Nope, no problem
here. Can't see anyonethinking thisis
patronising’.”

“Maybe they go back to having actual
jobs & lives which DON'T revolve
around them being subservient to other
people???" asks Josephine Liptrott.

The @England account has nearly 1.2
million followers, and had been men-
tioned about 1,000 timeswithin an hour
of the “mothers, partners and daugh-
ters” tweet being posted.

Not all of those referenced the tweet —
many were simply welcoming the Li-
onesseshomeafter their third-placefin-

ish at the World Cup in Canada — but
most of the top retweeted messages
were discussing the controversy.

TheFA defended itself saying the tweet
linked to an online article on the FA's
website about the playersbeing reunited
withtheir families.

Theline about “ mothers, partners and
daughters” originally appeared in that
story aswell, but was | ater edited out.

“Thefull story was awider homecom-
ing feature attempting to reflect the
many personal storieswithin the play-
ing squad as has been told throughout
the course of thetournament,” saysan
FA spokesman.

“However, we understand that an ele-
ment of the story appearsto have been
taken out of context and the opening
paragraph was subsequently revised to
reflect that fact.”
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1916 Risng eventsto go
global as multi-million
euro plan unvelled
by Irish Gover nment

DUBLIN —Thelrish Govern-
ment is planning amulti-mil-
lion euro program of cultural
events around the world to
celebrate the centenary of the
1916 Rising.

Concerts, plays, exhibitions and
film events are planned in Wash-
ington, New York, London, Paris,
Rome, Buenos Aires, Brasilia,
Dubai, Hong Kong and Sydney.

Details of the programme were an-
nounced by Foreign Affairs Minister

Charlie Flanagan and Arts Minister
Heather Humphreys.

Flanagan said the programme of events
was aimed at encouraging “reflection
on the international dimension of the
Rising”.

Hesaid, “Many of theleaders of 1916
spent time in the United States and in

other countries — experiences that
shaped their thoughts and actions.

“We should remember that what hap-
penedin Ireland a century ago echoed
around the world and became arefer-
ence point for other countries seeking
independence.”

At thelaunch, Humphreys said the arts
would be used “ asaunifying force that
brings people together at home and
abroad”.

She said the best of Irish artswould be
brought to theworld’s greatest cities.

Theminister said it was*“ vitally impor-
tant” that the diaspora be included in
the 2016 celebrations. There needed to
bearecognition of their contributionto
Ireland over the past 100 years, she
said.

Theinternational eventswill run along-
side over 40 major eventsin Ireland,
with the centrepiece being awresath lay-
ing ceremony and paradein Dublin city
centre.

AerLingus
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RYANAIR cleared the way for British Airways owner Interna-
tional Airlines Group to take over Aer Lingus as it accepted an
offer for its 29.8 percent stake in the Irish carrier.

Ryanair accepts
Aer Lingus deal

DUBLIN — Ryanair cleared the way
for British Airwaysowner International
AirlinesGroup to take over Aer Lingus
asit accepted an offer for its 29.8 per-
cent stakein the Irish carrier.

Thelow-cost operator said itsboard had
voted to accept thedeal, sayingthe lAG
offer “maximises Ryanair shareholder
value.”

Ryanair was left as kingmaker in the
deal after a 1.4 billion euro offer was
accepted by the Aer Lingus board and
giventhegreenlight by thelrish Gov-
ernment, owner of aquarter of thecom-
pany, in May.

But the offer was conditional on accept-
ance by at least 90 percent of share-
holders and there had been speculation
that Ryanair might choose to “play
hardball” and force IAG to return to
thetablewith ahigher bid. IAG said it
would not raise theterms.

The background to the transaction is
complicated by along-running battle
fought by Ryanair against UK compe-
tition authorities, which have ordered it
to cutitsstakeinAer Lingus.

Ryanair chief executive Michael
O’ Leary said, “Webelievethe |AG of -

RYANAIR chief executlve
Michael O’Leary.

fer for Aer Lingusis areasonable one
in the current market and we plan to
accept it, inthebest interests of Ryanair
shareholders.

“The price means that Ryanair will
makeasmall profit onitsinvestmentin
Aer Lingus over the past nineyears.”

Hesaid the offer was“timely” because
itsoriginal strategy of using Ryanair as
amid-priced brand to competewith flag
carriersat major airportshad been over-
taken by its own Always Getting Bet-
ter program with asimilar aim.

Therevamp, also intended to improve
itsimage and attract business custom-
ers, is credited with helping latest an-
nual earnings soar by 66 percent.

Pace 19

EASTER RISING international commemoration program has been unveiled by the Irish Gov-

ernment.

CanadaProgramme
for 1916 commemoration

By RAY BASSETT
Ambassador of Ireland
to Canada

OTTAWA — The 100" anni-
versary of the Easter Upris-
ingin Ireland takes place next
year, 2016.

The events of 1916 had a seminal ef-
fect on thelong road to an independent
Statein Ireland.

Therefore, thishistoric anniversary will
bemarked in Ireland and throughout the
world asamajor occasion. Those of us
who are of an age, can remember viv-
idly the commemorationsin 1966 for the
50" anniversary.

At the outset, | want to make it very
clear that the commemoration of 1916
doesnot belong to any group, individual
or even theIrish State. It is part of our
common heritage.

Therefore here in Canada, | am seek-
ing to promote the widest community
participation. The commemoration here
will, inthe main, be decentralised and
locdl.

We are requesting all organisationsto

includethecommemorationintheir cal-
endar of eventsfor 2016.

Some organisations have aready indi-
cated to usthat it will anintrinsic ele-
ment intheir 2016 programme. | would
greatly encourage this approach.

Against that background, | would en-
visage ayear long list of activities, by
necessity thesewill likely peak around
Saint Patrick’s Day and even more es-
pecialy around April 23, theactual date
of theRising.

Whilel haveno desireto control events,
| would ask that organisations let us
know about their plansand also to com-
municate with each other, including
through social media, so that afull pic-
ture of the commemoration can be
readily availableto the public.

The Embassy of Ireland will include a
programme on its website to which
events across Canada can be added, if
organisations so wish. Elizabeth Keogh
at elizabeth.keogh@dfa.ieis the con-
tact point in the embassy.

The embassy will however be organis-
ing its own programme which | hope
will beamajor conferenceon 1916 and

also aconcert in OttawaonApril 23.

In addition, the embassy will ook tothe
authoritiesin Dublinfor some funding
to support community initiatives.

As| havetold anumber of groups my
persona preferenceisto support alarge
number of local activities rather than
major heavy invest expenditureonasin-
glebigticketitem.

That being said thereisno monopoly of
wisdom so if any organisation hasany
great initiative and/or idea, then please
shareit with therest of us.

Brendan Behan is credited often with
the observation that thefirstitem onthe
agendaof any Irishorganisationis“ The
Split.”

To prove that wrong, | would ask that
wehaveaninclusive, historically accu-
rate and whol ehearted commemoration
of an event which has shaped our coun-
try and provided inspiration for many
other countries who wished to regain
their independence.

For moreinformation, visit the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs website at:
www.dfa.ieand click onthelink: “ Our
Roleand Policies.”

Of Heaven and Earth: 500 Years

of Italian Painting from Glasgow M useums

PHOTO: Courtesy American Federation of Arts
ARCHANGEL MICHAEL AND THE
REBEL ANGELS [1592-93], by Cavaliere
d’Arpino, is featured in the exhibition at
the Vancouver Art Gallery. This painting
was bequeathed by Archibald McLellan
in 1856.

popular Italian paintings.

| esser-known masters.

trait “ Death of Cleopatr

VANCOUVER — Works by some of the greatest names in Euro-
| pean art will feature in an exhibition at the Vancouver Art Galley
from June 12 to October 4.

“Of Heaven and Earth: 500 Years of Italian Painting from Glasgow
Museums” offers some of the Scottish collection’s finest and most

| Thisprestigious exhibition examinesthe thematic and stylistic de-
velopmentsin Italian art — from the religious paintings of the late
MiddleAgesand Renaissance to the secular neoclassical and genre
paintings of the 19th Century.

Theremarkable breadth of the exhibition showcases the outstand-
ing quality of works by figures such as Giovanni Bellini, Sandro
Botticelli, Domenichino, Francesco Guardi and Titian alongside other

The works range from agolden-hued 1500 masterpiece depicting
Christ and the Magi to Francesco del Cairo’stragic 1645-1650 por-
a’ to Luigi Garzi’s dramatic rendering of
the Roman legend of the “ Sacrifice of Marcus Curtius.”

If you' reinterested in history, religion, or mythology, thereis some-
thing in thisexhibition that will interest you.

You can have awide range of interest in the humanities or culture
or even if you just want to look at art that’sjust beautiful, there’'s
really so many waysthat you can enjoy thisexhibition.

The accompanying cataloguewill feature essayson Glasgow’scol-
lections and the museum’s Italian paintings by guest curator Peter
Humfrey, aninternationally renowned specialistin Italian art his-
tory who teaches at the University of St. Andrewsin Scotland.
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Tidal lagoon power station
planned for Swansea Bay

By EIFIONWILLIAMS
The beautiful wide expanse of
Swansea Bay has become a cen-
tral focus of the continuing effort
to develop more sustainable
forms of energy in the UK.

The Welsh Government gave planning
permission last month for one of the
most ambitious‘ green’ energy schemes
ever seenin Britain.

Theproject isnot yet 100 percent con-
firmed as it must still wait on a sepa-
rate decision by the government to guar-
anteefuture subsidies.

The UK Government has already indi-
cated that it supports the project as it
promises to contribute to the Welsh
economy by providing clean energy,
jobs, investment opportunitiesand rec-
reationd facilities.

The planinvolvesthe construction of a
9.5 kilometre U-shaped sea wall in
Swansea Bay that would harness the
strength of thetides.

A number of hydro turbines would be
built under water, generating energy
from theincoming and outgoing tides.
Swansea Bay has one of the highest
tidesintheworld.

Tidal Lagoon Swansea Bay plc main-
tainsthat the power station could pro-
duce enough zero-carbon el ectricity to
power every homein Swanseafor 120
years.

As an extra benefit, the project would
create a giant man-made lagoon in
Swansea Bay that would attract thou-
sands of visitorsto enjoy water sports
withinthewall.

A road will be constructed along the

ILLUSTRATION of the proposed Swansea Bay Tldal Lagoon. If
fully approved, the plan would be one of the most ambitious
‘green’ energy schemes ever seen in Britain.

length of the wall for pedestrians, cy-
clistsand possibly electric peopletrans-
porters.

The Company’s Chief Executive, Mark
Shorrock, said on receiving the planning
permission,

“Wales led the way providing the fuel
for theindustrial revolution.

“We are now entering the era of the
climate changerevol ution —de-carbon-
izing our worldintimeto avoid two de-
grees of global warming — Wales can
now lead thisnext revolution.”

Shorrock also maintainsthat if the Swan-
seaBay project issuccessful, moretidal
energy projects could be built in other
parts of the coast such as Colwyn Bay
in North Walesand Liverpool Bay.

He says that such projects could gen-
erate 10 percent of the country’s elec-
tricity by 2023.

Environmental groups have generally
approved the plan. However, there has

been opposition from several sources.

The Wildlife Trust has warned of the
possihility of alossof breeding grounds
for birds or spawning areasfor fish that
the birds feed on.

Some groups have a so expressed con-
cern over the visual impact of the
project, athough the company saysthat
theouter wall will bebarely visiblefrom
shore.

More serious opposition has been ex-
pressed in Cornwall over a tentative
planto minestonefor the SwanseaBay
breakwater in an old quarry near St.
lves and shipping it through a marine
conservation zone.

It has also been pointed out that the
SwanseaBay Tidal Lagoon project will
produce cleaner and morereliable en-
ergy than the 19 wind turbines being
proposed for Mynyddy Gwair Common
just north of Swansea, aproject that has
received agreat deal of public opposi-
tion.

Clydebank Shipyard to be transformed
Into homes and hotel devel opment

GLASGOW — Hundreds of homes, a
hotel and a public boulevard could be
built on a Clydebank shipyard that has
lain unused for more than a decade.

West Dunbartonshire Council have
agreedto a£15.62 million regeneration
deal of John Brown'’sshipyard, paving
the way for more than £250 million of
privateinvestment.

After publicly-fundedinfrastructure and
ground works are undertaken by the
council, land owners Clydeside Regen-
eration are expected to build 1,000 new
homes (including 200 social homes)
alongside aretail unit, hotel and apub/
diner.

Also included in the developer’s pro-
posal isanew public boulevard leading
from Clydebank town centreto theriv-
erside.

The housing and retail development
comprising 10 separate land packages
will be known as Queens Quay.

Theformer John Brown’s shipyard was
the birthplace of some of the world’s
greatest shipsincluding the Queen Eliza-
beth 11, the Queen Mary and HMS
Hood.

After the last ship was built there in
1972, theyard was used to build oil rig
platformsuntil the gatesfinally closed
in2001.

The site was bought by Clydeside Re-
generation in 2004 and the public-pri-
vate Clydebank Urban Regeneration
Company later spent £16 million on
clearing and decontamination.

ARTIST'S IMPRESSION of the
rejuvenation project where hun-
dreds of homes, a hotel, and a
new public space will be built
on the John Brown’s Shipyard
Clydebank.

Itisexpected that workswill start early
in 2016 with theroad infrastructure and
site enabling work due for completion
by summer 2017, and the remaining
worksby early 2018.

Construction estimated at £250 million
is expected to create around 2,000
short-term construction jobs and sup-
port more than 50 apprenticeships.

The work will support developments
aready under way onthesiteincluding
the Titan Crane visitor centre, the de-
velopment of West College Scotland
and anew £22 million leisure centre.

The council have also launched plans
for a £19 million health centre and a
£10 million care homefor the area.

Patrick McGlinchey, convener for in-
frastructure and regeneration, said,

“This deal sets Clydebank up for the
most exciting period the town has en-
joyed for decades.

“It is the biggest and most influential
project the council has ever been in-
volved in as we look to transform the
former John Brown's yard into a bus-
tling community hub.

“To seeover 1,000 new homes built at
this stunning location overlooking the
Clyde, as well as a range of other
amenities, will helpto drive population
growth and bring anumber of economic
benefitsto Clydebank.”

Council leader Martin Rooney said, “ For
too long our once proud shipyard has
been aderelict Siteat the heart of Clyde-
bank, but that isall about to change.

“The potential benefitsare huge and it
isreally exciting to see how the plans
to link up the Queens Quay site with
the existing town centre will progress
inthe coming years.

“A great deal of thanks must go to the
council officersfor their hard work in
getting usto this stage and to our pri-
vate sector partners for working with
usto make this happen.

“We till need to keep the momentum
going and my focuswill beonworking
with the Scottish Government to secure
partnership funding to support the so-
cial housing element of the devel opment
plans.”

THE RHONDDA TUNNEL was shut down in 1969 The photo
above was taken during the first officially organized inspection
of the tunnel in more than 40 years.

New lease on life for
the Rhondda Tunnel

SWANSEA —A two-mileVicto-
rian railway linewhich was shut
down 50 years ago under apro-
gram of sweeping closurescould
reopen as Britain's longest cy-
cletunnel.

The disused Rhondda Tunnel, which
runs 1,000 feet beneath the Welsh hills,
was closed as part of the Beeching cut-
backs, a project which spelled the end
for thousands of stations acrosstherail
network in Britain.

But engineersvisited the 3,148 miletun-
nel thismonth for thefirst timesinceit
closed to see whether it is safe to use
asacycleroute.

Cyclists and walkers could retrace
steam locomotives' route from Rhon-
dda to Swansea. It would be world's
second longest cycletunnel, after 4,000
mile Snoqualmie Tunnel near Seattle,
Washington.

L eanne Wood, leader of Plaid Cymru,
said, “There is areal buzz about this
project which could transform these
valleysif thetunnel isopened up.”

Therailway tunnel, the seventh biggest
in Britain, runs beneath the mountains
under the Dunraven Forest in the South
WalesValleys.

It was opened in 1890 during the coal
boom, after afive-year building project,
which was overseen by the tunnel’s
chief engineer Sydney William Yockney,
apupil of Isasmbard Kingdom Brunel.

But both ends of the tunnel — at
Blaencwm in the Rhondda and
Blaengwynfi intheAfan Valley —were
filledin during the 1970s.

It came following areport by Richard
Beeching, acivil servant fromthelsle
of Sheppy, who wrote a report called
Reshaping of British Railways, which
led to far-reaching changesin thetrans-
port network.

The engineer had been employed to
make the entire network more profit-
able, prompting him to recommend the
closure of stations and railway lines
which did not make money.

Although some 3,000 miles of railway
lineswere closed before thereport, he
became infamous for causing the clo-
sures of several rural stations. The re-
port became commonly known as the
Beeching Axe.

After falling victim to the report, the
abandoned Rhondda Tunnel lay dormant
until the Rhondda Tunnel Society
formed afew yearsago in abid to se-
cure funding for the tunnel’s excava-
tion.

The Highways Agency Historic Rail-
way's Estate has now contracted acon-
struction and engineering company to
undertake the three-day inspection of

THE TUNNEL was bunt by the
demands of the coal industry
to run from pit villages
Blaencwm in the Rhondda Val-
ley under the mountains to
Blaengwynfi in the Afan VaIIey

WORKERS at the Rhonnda
Tunnel. It was a five-year build-
ing project which began in
1885.

thetunnel, alongside the Mines Rescue
Service.

Thefeasbility study booststhesociety’s
hopesfor thetunnel and will helpit de-
velop abusiness case. It will also help
identify potential funding sourcesfor the
project and will engagelocal communi-
ties.

Society chairman Stephen Mackey said,
“It'samajor step forward for usto see
itinblack and white. To haveit written
down and confirmed and knowing that
it'scommencing right now isvery ex-
citingindeed.”

Hesaid, “ The engineerswill be walk-
ing thelength of thetunnel acrossthree
dayslooking at the safety of the struc-
tureto seewhat it'slike after 47 years
andto seeif itispossibleto re-openthe
tunnel.

“Aswell asthestructural integrity they
will be checking for such thingsas sul-
phuric acid which can occur in stag-
nant water and to check carbon diox-
idelevelsto make sureit’s breathable
down there.”



