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PHOTO: Catholine Butler

GERRY O’'NEIL and his magnificent team of shire horses all

dressed in green will lead the St. Patrick’'s Day parade in
downtown Vancouver on Sunday, March 15.

[For more about CelticFest Vancouver 2015, see page 6]

2015 SEATTLE IRISH FESTIVAL
March 12-15
[Full details, Pages 28 & 29]

WIN FREE TICKETS

Win free tickets to see Spirit of The West at the Commodore Ballroom
Vancouver, on March 14 (see page 4 for details). Entry by: March 12.
Mark your entry: Spirit of the West.

Win free tickets to Vancouver CelticFest to see: April Verch (Ottawa
Valley step-dancer) w/guests Elsay at the Annex (825 Seymour Street,
2" floor), March 16, doors open 7 PM. Show 8 PM (see page 8 for de-
tails). Entry by: March 13. Mark your entry: Verch.

Win free tickets to see Zakir Hussain’s Celtic Connections at the
Chan Centre at UBC, on March 21 (see page 7 for details). Entry by:
March 18. Mark your entry: Zakir.

Win a free CD by Derek Warfield & The Young Wolfe Tones, Let Ye
All Be Irish Tonight. Entry by March 18. Mark your entry CD.

Entries by e-mail only. Mark the name of the event on your entry, in-
cluding your name and daytime telephone number. (Only one entry per
person.) Send to: chutler@telus.net.

Publication
Mail Agreement:
40009398

HOLLYWOOD actor Michael
Sheen delivered a fiery anti-
austerity speech on St. David’s
Day in Tredegar, South Wales,
the birthplace of Aneurin
Bevan. He quotes the Welsh
Labour Party politician who es-
tablished the British National
Health Service in 1946 and who
was a lifelong champion of so-
cial justice and the rights of
working people.

[For more, see page 30]

BITTER memories endure 30
years after the end of Welsh
coal miners’ strike on March 3,
1985. [Read more on page 30]

[Artwork: Hamish Burgess]
AFTER an amazing 50 years
of touring and entertaining with
their irrepressible Irish charm,
The Irish Rovers will soon be a
rovin’ no more. The band is
now on their final western
Canada tour. Pictured above is
the cover of their new triple
disc CD The Irish Rovers - 50
Years.
[For more, see page 20]
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The Return of Sprmg
at . Patrick’s Day

. Patri ck’sDay isacelebra-
tion of thingsquaint, historic,
cultural and noble. Itisaday
that capturestheimagination,
and holdsit fast.

Ostensibly the feast day of a
Catholic saint, St. Patrick’sDay
floats atop an occasion far older
than mankind —the vernal equi-
NOX.

Observed since prehistory, this
balance of day and night wasapor-
tent of better weather, longer days
and the retreat of starvation.

Thisyear, thevernal equinox occurson
Friday, March 20 at 3:45 PM PDT.

Fromitscelestial height, the balance of
days seems magic.

When grounded in the story of amor-
tal man made saint, themagicisbrought
tolifeinwonder tales. Magic becomes
miracle.

Moreintimate still arethe struggles of
the mortal man himself, Patricius
Magonus Sucatus. A slavein histeens,
Patricius later turned missionary in a
foreign land where he later died, after
years of work and struggle.

Thisman could livetoday and earn our
respect for his passion in the service
of others.

T the surface, Saint Patrick’s Day is an
Irish festival. Another look reveals the
deeper reason for its enduring popular-
ity —resilience.

By CYNTHIA
WALLENTINE

Halfway between mortal and myth re-
side the symbols of the season. The
wearin’ of the green is an Irish tradi-
tion, but speaksto the mystery and fer-
tility associated with the greening of the
world at spring.

Thetrickery and charmsof theweefolk
narrate the elusive shifting of bounda-
ries and moments in human life when
we flirt with destiny or settle for fate.

It isthese tales and traditions that the
Irish Diaspora carried upon their exo-
dusfromlIreland. A hardlifelay inwait
for those who survived the shipsfrom
Ireland to the United States and
Canada.

Wave after wave of Irish immigrants
lived the hard life. Some prospered,
somedid not.

In common with immigrants of today,
these people personify resilience, the
concerted determination to live and
make a better life for themselves and
descendants — to persevere.

Itisthe nature of the season of spring,
to push on, ever forward, to find an
opportunity for lifeandliveit. Onethou-
sand years, one hundred years or one
day ago, Irish or not, we look to the
skies, welook to the road ahead —and
we press on.
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

My Tl

CAI.B;\RIY
APRIL1 » 7:30 P

JACK SINGER CONCERT HALL AT ARTS COMMONS
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: ARTSCOMMONS.CA 4

~ EDMONTON
APRIL19 e 7:30 PM -

WINSPEAR CENTRE
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: WINSPEARCENTRE.COM

VANCOUVER
APRIL 22 © 7:30 PM

VOGUE THEATRE
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: VOGUETHEATRE.COM

#

ERNAN

0UT OF THE memen

HAHAHA.COM/TOMMY

Just
for
laughs
Live




MARCH 2015

Solar eclipse
will plunge UK
Into twilight

LONDON — The most spectacular

www.celtic-connection.com

Centennial Theatre

North Vancouver Recreation & Culture

a Play

Presents

Pace 3

a Pie &

A Lunchtime
Theatre Experience

eclipse of the sun for 15 years will
. ' plungeBritaininto twilight for two hours
i N ; A thismonth.

DOORS 6:30%

b

In arare astronomical alignment the
moon will passdirectly betweenthesun
and the earth, blocking out most of the
light from around 8:40 AM GMT on
March 20.

Northern Scotland will have the best
view of the partial eclipse, where more
than 98 percent of the sun will be cov-
ered. For London and the South East it
will bearound 85 percent.

Dr. Edward Bloomer, an astronomer at
the Royal Observatory Greenwich, said
the eclipse would be spectacular be-
cause the moon was closer to the earth
than it had beenfor 18 and ahalf years.

“This March there is an exact aign-
ment so nearly all of the light will be
blocked out.”

The place in Britain that will see the
best eclipseisthewest coast of thelsle
of Lewis, closeto Aird Uig. There 98
percent of the sun will be obscured at
mid-eclipse at around 9:36 AM.

Viewerson Skye and Orkney could see
around 97 percent of the sun covered.
But anyone wishing to seeatotal solar
eclipse will haveto visit the Faroes or
Northern Scandinavia, where the sun
will betotally covered for around two
minutes.

; . § Dr. Steve Bell, of the HM Nautical Al-

RN manac Office, said, * The path of total-

ity lieswell to the northwest of the UK,

Rlﬂ THE"RE"CKHS.CA making landfall over the Faroelslands

= 2 and Svalbard astotality movestowards
the North Pole.

DOORS 9
SHOW 9:30™

LTIC ENSEMBLE
Wednesday, March 18 at 12:00 pm

=
NORTH SHORE
CE

Celtic, roots, folk and more. A riveting experience for all!
And following the performance, enjoy a meat or veggie
pie provided by the Aussie Pie Guy and a beverage of your
choice in the lobby.

DOUBLE BILL  SNGLE MOVEE

1) ADVANCE /IN COSTUME § 5 ADVANCE /N COSTUME
14 RESULAR  §f AT one

Tickets $20 -
Includes a Play,
a Pie & a Pint!

centennialtheatre.com
Box Office: 604-984-4484

ST. PACRICK'S 0aU a@a
PARCY

~

GREAT BEAR PUB - BURNABY

[

ROO’S PUB - COQUITLAM

. WIN A ONE-WAY TRIP TO IRELAND!

$500 flight center gift card

 WIN A ONE-WAY TRIP TO IRELAND!

$500 flight center gift card

live encercainmenc live encercainmenc
starting at 2:30pm

2:00 PM
5:00 PM

8:30PM

Spirit Cool
Anne Guite Irish Duo
Paul Filek

Anne Guite Irish Duo
Penk 0'Donnell School of Irish Dancers
Mad Man Lindsay Band

FOOOD FEaTURrES

Guiness Irish Stew - $9.95
Lamb Burger - $12.95

| GUINNESS

www.greatbearpub.com 5665 Kingsway, Burnaby 604-433-2388

FOOD FEATURES

Guiness Irish Stew — $9.95
Lamb Burger - $12.95

)y

—

GUINNESS

GREAT BEAR PUB 5665 Kingsway, Burnaby  www. greatbearpub.com ROO'S PUB 2962 Christmas Way, Coquitlam www. roospub.com
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Rogue Folk Club

Celebrating 28 Years of the best Celtic & Roots!
www.roguefolk.com
Sunday, March 8 Friday, March 20

Brazilian Roots meets Bluegrass! |Old time tunes & sweet harmonies

MATUTO SWEET LOWDOWN

- de'd#?‘%;T Ma:'(éh 1?; - Sunday, March 22
asa s usica. - omedy: iNON prilitant young trad quintet from

With giiest fiacler/Anhe Lindsay Limerick - the new sound of Eire!

ARROGANT WORMS o - %
mj- f:.-" ‘Y

Thursday, March 19
GOITSE

Legendary Donegal band returns
with amazing new CD!
: g I Saturday, March 28
i Ollie Swain, Emily Braden & Ben
Sollee - hot banjo, cello & voices

“The Hottest r.@poﬁ in the Celtic Realmaj
AN i y -Bastis Gioke
THE SPARK TOUR

ALTAN
Centennial Theatre, N. Van and lots more!
St. James Hall (3214 West 10th Ave.)
Tickets & Info (604) 736-3022

CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY WITH

11

SPIRIT OF T H EWES

i
B L

-

SATURDAY MARC
COMMODORE BALL

prLI S 5 I n M U S ic Serving families since 1980

FIDDLES
GUITARS
HARPS
MANDOLINS
BANJOS
WHISTLES
ACCORDIONS
BODHRANS

3607 W.BROADWAY
VANCOUVER BC
604.736.3036

WWW.PRUSSINMUSIC,CON

SALES
RENTALS
LESSONS

Across the Universe

to Planet Folk and Back!

ANCOUVER-
Star-date:
20150221.
Planet Folk.
Somewhere a
long way from here. A dark-
ened room full of expectant
explorers, all alittle groggy
from traveling in space and
time—andwiththeir earsbrim
full of music, music, music.

Thelightscomeup, our intrepid
Canadian leader — one Aengus
Finnan - reachesthe podiumand
introduces his fellow country
man, Colonel ChrisHadfield,
NASA astronaut, engineer, and
musician.

Christakestheassembled“chosen” on
aremarkablejourney, from launching
pad at Cape Kennedy, through the
stratosphere and out into
space.....floating in atin can, asthe
David Bowie song goes.

Chris recorded that song — Space
Oddity—insidetheInternational Space
Station.

Bowietold himlater that it had himin
tears, and that it wasthe most moving
rendition of the song he’ d ever heard.

(Chris had been taught the chords by
PEI singer Lennie Gallant a few
weeks earlier, according to Lennie’'s
nephew, Rowen, who mentioned this
during theofficia showcase of hisband
Ten Strings & A Goatskin the night
before Chris' keynote address. You can
catch this fine young trad trio at The
Rogue on May 30, by the way.)

Chrisrepeatedly emphasi zed theimpor-
tance of music asacommunication me-
dium acrosstime, space and language.

“Give me aguitar and within 10 min-
utes| could have any people anywhere
onthe planet smilingandjoininginwith
asong,” he quipped.

With hisfaithful hinged-neck Larrivee
travel guitar velcroed to his space
“bunk,” hewould compose songs, sing
and share music with Russian cosmo-
nauts aboard the |.S.S.

Back on earth he frequently teams up
with Col. Kady Coleman on flutein
his acoustic quartet, which showcased
later that day.

Kady plays on The Chieftains' 50"
anniversary CD / DV D Voice Of Ages,
playing aslow air on flute whilefloat-
ing around that tin can, before Paddy
Moloney joins in and the band takes
over.

Itwasamagical, inspirational keynote
address, illustrated with didesand mov-
ies and anecdotes — and a little music
too.

It made our 1,500 mile journey thor-
oughly worthwhile—evenif we hadn’t
heard any great music!

But of course, Margaret and | heard
heaps of great music that weekend,
from Quebec, Wales, Tennessee, PEI,
Teesside, Vancouver, New Zeadand, and
even Estonia (oh, those Estonian bag-

pipes!!)
Crash-landing back on earth was —

thankfully — a lot less traumatic than
Chris customary descent into the desert

w:--h:“-?""_—'-—:.m—"" = SN
DONEGAL'S magnificent Altan
make a welcome return to
these parts — at North Vancou-
ver's Centennial Theatre on
March 19.

of Kazakstan (asoft landing in Seattle
and a drive up I-5 is much easier to
bear!).

Like Chris, we brought home musical
memories and new friendships from
Folk Alliance 2015 (subtitled, Planet
Folk).

But we were soon thrust back into the
maelstrom of life on The Edge, with
stellar concerts featuring some of the
finest musicians on planet earth at The
Rogue — and stages beyond — aradio
Fundriveand festival s of Quebecoisand
Celtic music — enough to fill a space
flight journal or two!

Within 36 hours of “splashdown” we
were hosting the marvellous soul singer
Karen Savoca and B.C.’s Shari
Ulrich at The Rogue.

Thenext night L unasaintroduced their
new fiddler, Colin Farrell (not that
one! Thisguy isfrom Manchester, and
he'sbrilliant!) at the Blueshore Stage
at Capilano University.

Next came two extraordinary nights
with Canadian songwriter Fred
Eaglesmith and histravelling roadshow
— with my CiTR Fundrive edition
“live” on the morning between.

The next day we set out for Festival
du BoisinMaillardville, with great sets
by the aforementioned Lennie Gal-
lant, by B.C. fiddle prodigy Jocelyn
Pettit, and Quebec’s wonderful “gold
diggers’ Les Chercheurs d’'Or, and
more.

Therewasaso alovely rolling session
involving —amongst others—Michael
Viens and Rosie Carver from
Blackthorn with local accordionista
John Krieger, fiddler Deborah
Jackson, two visiting Breton musicians
from Seattle, and thewonderful young
fiddler Michael Burnyeat.

Now I'm writing this column in the
lobby at Cap, listening to Welsh trouba-
dour Martyn Joseph through the in-

house speakers.

Tomorrow it'sCraig Car diff'ssold out
show at CBC Studio 700, then another
four hour radio show on Saturday on
www.citr.ca, a contra dance that
evening, and the unlikely yet wondrous
blend of Brazilian and Appalachian
music concocted by MatutofromNYC
at The Rogue the next night!

A “diet” of (Arrogant) Worms on
March 13 at St. JamesHall (3214 West
10th Avenue) heraldsthe arrival of the
heart of CelticFest Vancouver.

Thisincludes, aCeilidh at The Imperial
on Main Street on the 14" featuring
The Paperboys and Mark Sullivan
and co., and the St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade on the 15,

Roguelele (shillelagh?) night is next,
on the 17, with 150 ukulele players
jamming and singing aong.

On March 19 Donegal’s magnificent
Altan make awelcomereturn to these
parts — at North Vancouver’s Centen-
nial Theatre, where they last played
herein 1999!

Their brand new CD, The Widening
Gyre, isnamed after alinefromaYeats
poem—sung on the new record by guest
vocalist Mary Chapin Carpenter.

Altan have played at The Rogue seven
times, dating back to 1989 at the Wise
Hall.

Mairead ni Mhaonaigh stills sounds
impeccableonfiddleand her gorgeously
delicate voice haslost none of itsreso-
nance and beauty |o these 26 years.

Ciaran Tourish addsfiddleand M ar-
tin Tourish isthe new accordion player
in the band. The rhythm section is
Ciaran Curran onbouzouki and Daithi
Sprouleon guitar (and vocals).

The new CD may have been recorded
in Nashville with such luminaries as
Tim O’Brien, Alison Brown, Darol
Anger and Jerry Douglasjoining them
to explorethe common musical ground
between Ireland and Appalachia, but it
still sounds quintessentially Altan —
honed inthehillsand loch shores of Co.
Donegal.

Come and feel the Emerald Islefilling
the sonic landscape of the Centennial
Theatre on March 19!

Ticketsare available from the Centen-
nial Theatre box office (604) 984-4484,
aswell asat Prussin Music on Broad-
way & Dunbar and at all Rogue events.

Old Time music with deliciously beau-
tiful harmonieswill fill St. JamesHall
on March 20 with Victoria's The
Sweet L owdown —threelovely young
womenwhowereabig hitat TheMis-
sion Folk Festival last summer and
who have become the darlings of the
BBC since then.

On Sunday, M arch 22 come and hear
the new sound of Irish trad. with the
Limerick quintet Goitse at The Rogue
at St. James Hall.

Kevin Crawford of Lunasaassuresme
that it’'s pronounced “g'witcha” (it
means “come here” in Gaelic, appar-
ently).

This superb young band recently won
Trad Group of theYear intheLivelre-
land Awards, and was voted Group of
the Year by the Chicago Irish Ameri-
can News.

Based on the powerful rhythmsof All-

[Continued next page]
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LIMERICK quintet GO|tse play The Rogue at St. James HaII on
Sunday, March 22. This young trad band recently won Trad
Group of the Year in the Live Ireland Awards.

[Continued from page 4]

Ireland Champion bodhran player Colm
Phelan and thedriving guitar of Colm
O’Kane, the band features Aine
McGeeney on vocals and fiddle, ac-
cordionist Tadhg O’Meachair and
mandolin / banjo virtuoso James
Harvey.

Their 2012 CD Transformed was pro-
duced by Irishlegend Donal L unny and
met with worldwide acclaim.

Their follow up, Tall Tales &
Misadventures, hasjust been released.
I’'m really looking forward to seeing
them on their first Canadian tour.

It'scertainly going to beawildridethis

o

month! Fasten your seat-beltsand come
orbit themusical globe at The Rogue—
and the CelticFest —in the green month
of Marchinthisgreen and pleasant land
on the left coast of Canadal

Bigthanksto NASA Cols. Hadfield and
Coleman for casting planet earth in
such a fascinating new light, and for
underlining the incredible power and
universality of music.

Inthese often troubled timesmusic has
the power to heal and uniteand inspire
us.

I’m listening now to the audience sing-

ing along with M artyn Joseph: “there's

still a lot of love around here.” There
sureis!

Sainte

Seve

ELTIC

TREASURE

CHEST

British Groceries, Teas, Deli Products,

""qug}_s. Bagged Candies, Gifts & Suqunirs»*' &

As close as your going to get to
Irish Products without a plane ticket

Working

A Play, a pie

& a pint for lunch

N. VANCOUVER - Inspired by the
wildly popular Scottish theatre series
that originated at the Oran Mor Thea-
tre in Glasgow, Centennial Theatreis
delighted to continue with the success-
ful, new Lunchtime Theatre series, ‘a
Play, a Pie & a Pint’ at 12 noon on
Wednesday, March 18.

The performers are the well-known
local North Shore Celtic Ensemble
(NSCE). The Ensemble has been ex-
tremely well received in Aberdeen,
Scotland, Washington State, Quebec
and the Festival duBoisinB.C.

What started as a Celtic repertoire is
now aspirited and dynamic mix of mu-
sical influences, including Celtic, clas-
sical, jazz andfolk.

Throughinnovativemusic programs, ar-
tistic collaborations and community
eventssuch asthis, the NSCE inspires
kidsto push themselvesartistically and
to explorewho they are asmusicians.

The energy, talent and charm of these
young performerswill haveyou tapping
your feet and smiling widely long after
the performanceisover.

The performancewill befollowed by a
meat or veggie piefor lunch provided
by the Aussie Guy Pie and abeverage
of choiceinthetheatrelobby.

Centennial Theatre is located at 2300
Lonsdale Avenuein North Vancouver,
B.C. Tickets are $20 and includes a
play, apieand apint! Ticketsavailable
at the Centennial Theatre box office.
Call (604) 984-4484 or online at:
tickets.centennialtheatre.com.

& you estination for

Imports from the British Isles

NEW PRODUCT LINES

directly from

Ireland, Scotland, England & Wales
Take us home with you

BACON & S&USAGES

TEAS
When was
the last time
you had a
Irish Fry-Up
or Welsh,
Scottish,
Manx or
English
Breakfast

Black & White Pudding, Sausages &

38 Brands ol
IMPORTED

Barrv's, Bewlev's

Check our web site for details

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
www.celtictreasurechest.com

Irish. English Sweets,
Bagoed Candics, &
Chocolates

IMPERIAL
LEATHER
& Radox

=

Extensivelineof |-
Groceries and other |-
products from the
UK.

Bacon, Heinz Beanz, Irish Potato Cakes,
Melton Mowbray, Scotch Pies, Pork Pies,
- Scottish Kippers & Haddock, Corned Beef
| Patty’s, Scottish Black Top Bread, Pasty’s,
d  Marmalades, English & Irish Cheese,
Irish Champ Patty, Trad. Cornish Pasty,
HAGGIS & HAGGIS PIES & even more.

MEAT PIES & PASTY’S
Steak & Guinness, Steak & Kilkenny,
. Steak & Kidney, Steak & Mushroom, Pub
:  Pies, Steak & Potato, Steak & Vegetable,
Minced Beef, Cheese & Onion, Chicken
& Mushrunm-. Curqr Chinken. etc.

=<

YOUR U.K. GIFT, SOUVENIR

& SOCCER SPORTS CENTER
Irish Tea Towels, Scarfs, Toques, Caps, &
Flags, Cups, Mugs, Decals, Pins, Lanyards,
Badges, Car
Flags, etc.

ik
Z

British Import Stores |
5639 DUNBAR ST.

VANCOUVER, B.C.
(60} 261-3688

414, 7550 RIVER ROAD |

DELTA, B.(
(604) 9403366

v HAPPY
ST. PATRICKS DAY

LADIES, MENS AND
HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORIES

AT 70% OFF REGULAR RETAIL
From

Wamae

SCOTTSDALE MALL
Delta

FASCINO
travel & leisure

SEYMOUR & GEORGIA

Vancouver

CENTRAL CITY
Surrey

ORCHARD PARK

Kelowna

MARLBOROUGH MALL
Calgary

INTERNATIONAL VILLAGE

Vancouver

MILLWOODS TOWN CENTER

Edmonton

www.fascino.ca

THE NORTH-SHORE IRISH
ST. PATRICK'S DAY CELEBRATION

+ LIVE MUSIC &y JiMmy COLE & THE
ROGUES AND TINKERS

+ [RISH DANCERS FroM PENK
O'DONNELL SCHOOL OF DANCE

+ TRADITIONAL IRISH FOOD

THE EAGLES CLUB
170 WEST 372 5T, NORTH VANCOUVER

TUES MARCH 17, 2015 AT 12 NOON — 1AM
TICKETS $10
CHILDREN WELCOME UNTIL 8PM (FREE)
CONTACT JAMES 6043467727 OR
BERMARD 504-218-7524

lf
$o
do
g
g
%
g
%
%
19
;,
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade: Vancouver CelticFest

MARCH 2015

event, the 11t

The parade route flows along Howe
from Davieto Georgia Street drawing
thousands of spectators, many decked
outin their own takeonthisgrand Irish
tradition.

They cheer on acouplethousand lively
parade participants. marching bands,
Celtic music groups, acrobats, drill
teams, Irish and Scottish youth dance

N ELTICFEST’S jewel and most popular

annual St. Patrick’s Day

parade livens up downtown Vancouver
on Sunday, March 15, starting at 11 AM.

groups, and many others.

Vancouver’s St. Patrick’s Day parade
welcomes peopleof al backgroundsand
culturesto shareinthisspecia and fun
event honouring Ireland’s patron saint.

THE PARADE RouTE
The St. Patrick’s Day parade begins at
Howeand Davie Streetsat 11AM, and
proceeds north on Howe to Georgia

Street, ending at Georgiaand Granville

Streets.

CELTIC VILLAGE
The good times continuethroughout the
day on Sunday, March 15.

After the parade, the Celtic Villageis
the place to go.

On the weekend of March 14-15, the
Celtic VillagefillsGranville Street be-
tween Robson and Nelson with music,
dance, fun and frolic, food —and shop-
ping, too!

Thisfree weekend-long street fair fea-
tures music from some of the hottest

e\TICFes

@®VANCOUVER®
MARCH 6-17

12 DAY

DOOLIN'S "' -
IRISH PUB Q:;:m ﬂ:’

DELHI 2 DUBLIN
with guests Troy MacGillivray and Mairi Rankin
Sunday, March 15 « Imperial

CELTIC VILLAGE
March 14 and 15
Granville Street Downtown

o
|h 1| THE IRELAND FUND OF CANADA

FREE!

Canadlan
Heritage

Patrimoine

i+

CITY OF Y
I Ambusdid nn hEir
VANCOUVER ¥ I Embissy of Irel [nnd
» Ambassade d'Irlande
Ottawa

VANCOUVER WELSH MEN’S CHOIR

De Danaan Irish Dancers
Frlday, March I3 Ghnst Church Cathedral

APRIL VERCH
_ with guests Elsay
" Monday, March 6 * Annex

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

¥ PARADE %
Sunday, March 15, llam

BRITISH

i@ COLUMBIA

TED seriighe

OF EXCITING FREE AND TICKETED
CELTIC PERFORMANCES & EVENTS!

CELTICFEST CEILIDH
The Paperboys « Fasta
Mark Sullivan & Andy Hillhouse
Saturday, March 14 « Imperial

with guests

10278% @EV

PHOTO: Catholine Butler

DON'T MISS The Celtic Connection entry at this year’s St.
Patrick’'s Day parade with our wonderful leprechaun who dis-
penses sweets to children and does the occasional dance with
the crowd. We also have St. Patrick who offers greetings and
blessings to all and a team of little fairies who distribute free
copies of the March issue of The Celtic Connection.

Celticmusic groupsaround on Doolin’s
Music Stageon Granville.

Folkscan hear fiery folk quartet, Elsay,
balladsfrom Victoria sKnacker’'sYard,
the traditional Irish sounds of Crikey
Mor, Cape Breton’sTroy MacGillivray
and Kimberly Fraser, the West Coast
Fiddlers, Sarah Anne Chisholm, and the
Jocelyn Pettit Band.

L ook for the captivating antics of street
performer The Green Man as he de-
lights passersby inthe Village.

Academie Duello returnsto showcase
their amazing brand of sword fighting,
and the Society for Creative Anachro-
nism entertains in medieval costume:
playing musical instruments, singing,
spinning, and playing ancient board
games.

Village visitors can shop at the Street
Market for avast array of Celtic treas-
ures and the works of gifted artisans,
and sample from a wide selection of
food and fare. Friendsand familiescan
gather and wander, soaking in that spe-
cia Celtic spirit all weekend long.

Throughout the March 14-15 weekend,
TomLeeMusicHall on Granville Street
hostsaseriesof fascinating (and, again,
free) CelticFest performances and
workshops.

The Demonstration Team from the
Vancouver Branch of the Royal Scot-
tish Country Dance Society performs,
along with the O’ Connor-O’Brien
School of Irish Dance.

Gliga Violins Canada

Visit us at:
18-636,Clyde Ave.
West Vancouver, BC V7T 1E1

-
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beginsiwithia'Gliga V_|cI|n

VANCOUVER
CELTICFEST

St. Pat’s Parade
Sunday, March 15

The Dylan Thomas Circle of Vancou-
ver presents the one-man play Dylan
Thomas 100 (1914-2014).

Workshops include: Kalissa Landa's
Fiddle Workshop and Fiachra
O’ Regan’sUilleann Pipesand Whistle
Workshop.

The festival presents twelve jam-
packed days with dozens of free and
ticketed concerts and events.

In addition to the St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade and Celtic Village, other highlights
include: Delhi 2 Dublin (March 15, Im-
perial); award-winning Irish play The
Weir (March 14, Billy Bishop Legion);
CelticFest Ceilidh with The Paperboys,
Mark Sullivan and Andy Hillhouse, and
Fésta (Imperial, March 14); and April
Verch (March 16, Annex).

CelticFest program guidesareavailable
at selected Starbucks Coffeelocations
throughout the Lower Mainland and at
festival venues.

For more paradeinformation dongwith
full festival & event ticket details, visit
the festival’'s website at
www.celticfestvancouver.com.

778-280-8035
i

Ccaelc 1o
A TUISCT

download weekly at
www.worldbeatcanada.com
Sundays @ 4pm, AM 1470, CJVB Vancouver
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Zakir Hussain brings
his Cdtic Connectionsto the Chan

VANCOUVER - Legendary tablavir-
tuoso Zakir Hussain isrevered around
theworldfor hismasterful talent on per-
cussion and esteemed inter-cultural col-
|aborations.

This March, he brings his acclaimed
Celtic Connections: The Pulse of the
World project to Vancouver’s Chan
Centrefor the Performing Artsat UBC
for its Canadian debut.

Hussain's Celtic Connections project
wasinitially created out of acommis-
sion he received for the opening of
Glasgow’s annual music festival in
2011.

Hussain assembled agroup of brilliant
Celtic artists, as well as Indian musi-
cians Rakesh Chaurasia (bansuri
player) and Ganesh Rajagopalan
(Carnatic-styleviolinist), todevelop a
90-minute program that was so well-
received it was chosen by the UK
Council of theArtsto play at the Lon-
don 2012 pre-Olympic performances.

Asthe BBC reported, “It was avicto-
rious opening concert for Celtic Con-
nections 2011 — astorming beginning
tothefestival demonstrating that Indian
and Cdltictraditionshave plenty of com-
mon ground.” The group has since per-
formed throughout the United States
and India.

Now embarking on aNorth American

tour, the performancein Vancouver will
feature awonderfully talented group of
Celticmusiciansin additionto Hussain,
Chaurasiaand Rajagopal an.

Gracing the Chan Centre stage for the
first time ever will be Ireland’s famed
John Joe Kelly on bodhran; fiddle
player Charlie McKerron of Scot-
land’s Capercaillie; Scottish piper
Fraser Fifield; Dublin based guitarist
Tony Byrne; Scottish fiddle player
Patsy Reid (formerly of the band
Breabach); and French flautist Jean-
Michel Veillon.

Hussain hassaid of the ensemble; “Mu-
sicians are the same the world over.
There’'s no meter that hasn’t been
played, no rhythm that hasn’t been com-
posed.

“It'sthe musicians' own qualities that
allow them to make music different —
that’swhat’s exciting about this project
for me. It'sfresh music sparked by the
humanity of thoseinvolved.”

The performancewill highlight thedis-
tinctive percussive sounds of regions
worldsapart, amesmerizing collabora-
tion between lively tablabeatsand ethe-
real Celtictunes.

“Celtic music hasabeautiful spiritual-
ity toit that resonatesvery strongly with
audiences,” says Chan Centre co-man-
aging director Joyce Hinton.

Featuring Celtic musicians
John Joe Kelly, Fraser Fifield,

Patsy Reid, Tony Byrne,
and Capercaillie’s
Charlie McKerron.

“Hussain has an impressive ability to
seamlesdy blend together Indian sounds
conveyed through the tabla'sdeep and
methodical beats with many different
styles.”

Zakir Hussain ishailed anational treas-
urein hishome country of Indiaand his
contribution to world musicisnothing
short of staggering.

With a career that began at the age of
12, Hussain has collected countlesshon-
oursand accol ades, among them multi-
ple Grammy Awards and the prestig-
ioushonour of the U.S. National Herit-
age Fellowship.

Considered onethe greatest living mu-
siciansof our time, Hussain has collabo-
rated with world-class artists such as
George Harrison, Yo Yo Ma, BélaFleck
and The Grateful Dead.

While Hussain has graced the Chan
Centre stage severa timesover the past
decade and performed to sold out
crowdswith hisMasters of Percussion
ensemble, this new and innovative
project iscertainto amaze both lifelong
fansand new audiences alike.

Zakir Hussain’s Celtic Connections
plays the Chan Centre for the Per-
forming Arts at UBC (6265 Crescent
Road) on Saturday, March 21 at 8
PM. Tickets start at $36 and are
available at chancentre.com.

CHAN CENTRE

SERIES

CHANCENTRE.COM

/akir Hussain’s

At Mahony & Sons,

we do Irish all year round.

Whether it's St. Paddy’s day or any other day,
you can enjoy delicious Irish food, drinks and
warm hospitality at Mahony & Sons.

SfraKare
&' Joreo

STAMPS LANDING (False Creek)
604.876.0234 | stampslanding®mahonyandsons.com

BURRARD LANDING (Convention Centre)
604.647:7513 | burrardlanding®mahonyandsons.com

UBC (UBC Campus)
604.827.4444 | ubc®mahonyandsons.com

i /mahonyandsons [ #mahonyandsons A ) ,67‘ é; (ﬁ 220"
MAHONYANDSONS.COM —=-=-=_—-=-—r-==—==—-

COME IN AND
ENJOY OUR SPECIAL
PROMOTIONS!!!

NEIGHBORHOOD
PUB.

*Our Birthday Promotion
If you come in on the day of your birthday and
bring a friend you eat a free meal

*Blarney Time Promotion
Blarney Time is after 9:00 PM
Order 2 appetizers and pay $12

* Happy Hour Promotion

Starts at 2:00 PM and runs till 6:00 PM

Single Cocktail $3 - Local and Domestic Draft $4
our House Wine $5 for an 8oz pour

God Created Alcohol To Stop The
Irish From Taking Over The World
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Celtic Connections

Carlos O'Bryans Kitsilano

1774 W. 7th Avenue, Vancouver
604-732-0010 - www.kobcob.com
Facebook: www .facebook.com/carloskitsilano
Instagram: @carlosobryanskitsilano

L[/

CHAN CENTRE

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

-----------

aplace of mind
THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA




A BRILLIANT fiddle wunderkind, exuberant step-dancer and
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silver-voiced singer, April Verch was immersed in folk music
and dance practically from birth.

April Verch: Direct
from the Ottawa Valley
to Vancouver CeticFest

VANCOUVER - If you don’t know
fiddler, singer, and step dancer April
Verch, not only are you about to bein-
troduced to thisextraordinary artist here
—but you have achanceto see her live
in concert at CelticFest Vancouver on
March 16.

For lovers of traditional music played
with passion, respect, and that special
Verch quality —It'saconcert you don’t
want to miss.

The story of how Verch came to be a
brilliant interpreter of traditionisjust as
striking asthe results.

She'sof ageneration far morelikely to
have spent itsformativeyearstakingin
MTYV thantaking partinany sort of tra-
ditional music scene, and yet practicaly
from birth she was immersed in folk
music and dance from her native Ot-
tawaValley.

The area is a melting pot of Franco-
Cdticflavorsbrought by the hard-work-
ing loggerswho settled the area.

Ferried to dance-filled ol d-time gather-
ings and country and western jambo-
rees by her music-loving parents, she
followed her ol der sister into step-danc-
ing at age three, and picked up the fid-
dleat age six.

Moving from exuberant step-dancer to
fiddle wunderkind and silver-voiced
singer, Verch started recording at 13.

By thetime she graduated high school,
she had won the Canadian Open Old
Time Fiddle Championship and rel eased
apair of albums.

Topr 10 CeLtic Hits FOR MARCH

Celt In A Twist is local contemporary Celtic radio heard weekly on AM

1470, CJVB in Vancouver.

www.worldbeatcanada.com.
The following is the Celt In A Twist Contemporary Celtic Top Ten:

1. Length of Space by Kila - Suas
Sios on Kila Records.

2. The Hunger & The Fightby The
Mahones - The Hunger & The
Fight (Part 1) on Whiskey Devil
Records.

3. Nunca Jamas by The
Paperboys - Af Peace With
One's Ghosts on Independent.

4. Leaving of Liverpool by
Homeland - That Show on
Independent.

5. Chasse-Galerie by MAZ -

Celt In A Twist Pick Of The Month:
The Paperboys - At Peace With One’s Ghosts -
(Independent)

6. The Ferryman by Basco & DR

7. The Tin Key by Altan -
8. Ta Se na La by Firkin - Finger in

9. Loch Lomand by Firkin - Finger

This was followed by a year at Bos-
ton’s prestigious Berklee College of
Music and awin at the Canadian Grand
Masters Fiddling Competition, which
made her the first woman ever to take
both of her country’stwo top contests.

Now on her milestone tenth album The
Newpart (release: April 7,2015), Verch
digsdeep into songs and tunesfrom the
era before the mid-century heyday of
bluegrassand folk.

Harkening back to vaudeville and be-
yond, Verch and her trio paredown their
arrangements, highlighting the simple
pleasures of upright bass, guitar,
clawhammer banjo, mandolin, voices,
fiddle.

Attheheart liesVerch’'sdelicate voice,
energetic footwork, and stunning play-
ing —atrifecta of talents.

Shekeepsthe community-fired celebra-
tory side of her music at the forefront,
honing a keen awareness of how to
engage contemporary listeners.

“It's all about touching people, about
bringing them together in acommunity
to celebrate music.

“1"ve understood that better and better
as time has passed: how to take this
music that is at the center of my life,
and make it live and breathe for other
people.”

April Verch plays Annex (825
Seymour St., 2nd Floor) on Monday,
March 16 as part of CelticFest Van-
couver. Tickets at
celticfestvancouver.com.

Chasse Gallerie on
Independent.

Big Bad - Live at DR Byen on
Go! Danish.

The Widening Gyre on Compass.
the Pie on Pump Jump Records.
in the Pie on Pump Jump

Records.

10.Liliwiau by 9Bach - Tincian - on
Real World.

The Dubliners’ singer
Jim McCann has died aged 70

DUBLIN — The folk singer Jim
McCann has died at the age of 70.

A member of The Dublinersfrom 1974
to 1979 he returned to the group for
their 2002 re-union tour, but hasbeenill
with throat cancer since then.

“He had a beautiful voice,” said John
Sheehan, thelast remaining member of
theoriginal Dublinerstoday. “Wetrav-
elled theworld together and we always
had great times together.”

He had a big hit with the song Grace
and as a member of the Dubliners he
sang slow ballads like Carrickfergus
and Four Green Fields.

As a young man, McCann attended
University College Dublin asastudent
of medicine, but became interested in
folk music during asummer holiday in
Birminghamin 1964.

He began to perform in folk clubsin
thearea, and, upon hisreturnto Dublin,
hejoined agroup called theLudlow Trio
in 1965.

Inthefollowing year, the Ludlow Trio
had ahit withtheir recording of Dominic
Behan's The Sea Around Us, which
reached number oneinthelrish charts.

Following the Ludlow Trio’s breakup,
McCann released a second album,
McCanned, made a television special
called Reflections of Jim McCann, and
then hosted aseries called The McCann
Man.

It was on The McCann Man that he

JIM McCANN

met fellow folk artist, Luke Kelly of The
Dubliners. During this appearance,
Kelly did hisonly televised performance
of the Phil Coulter song Scorn Not His
Smplicity, asong that he choseto per-
form sparingly out of respect to the sub-
ject matter (Coulter’sintellectually disa-
bled son).

McCann subsequently performed
aongside Kelly in the original cast of
Jesus Christ Superstar in 1973, in the
role of Peter.

InApril 1974 Kelly asked McCann to
join The Dubliners temporarily, to re-
place Ciaran Bourke during aperiod of
illness.

REBECCA

 BLAIR

W i

Harpist uses | rish

dance

to teach music worksnop

VANCOUVER - Dance and music
will cometogether at aCeltic harp work-
shop.

Thisretreat which runs from April 17
to 19 in the beautiful Silver Hills Re-
treat Centre, one hour east of Vernon.

Established 16 years ago by harpist
Caroline McKay, this weekend class
attracts harp studentsfrom all over the
province.

Thisyear she hasinvited notablelocal
harpist, RebeccaBlair to betheinstruc-
tor.

During the three days, Rebecca will
focus on dance which lies at the heart
of Celticmusic.

Shetapsinto her 15 yearsof Irish danc-
ing experience to help demystify the
dances’ different rhythms so that harp
students can breathe lifeinto the melo-
diesand add ‘lilt’ into their playing.

“So many students have learned the
notes of atune, but don’t know how to
express the rhythms,” Rebecca says.

“I'll show them how to visualize the
danceandtrandateit into their fingers.”

Other topics covered at the workshop
will includetipson practicing, arrang-
ing and improvisation.

Rebeccabringsover 25 years of teach-
ing and performing experienceto this
workshop.

Sincemoving to Vancouver in 1999, she
has established astudio of harp students
whose numbers have grown along with
her reputation.

In addition to her teaching, Rebecca
keeps a busy schedule of performing
and recording.

Recently she joined the group
Triskellion, atrio featuring well-known
local musicians Rosie Carver and
Michelle Carlide.

Whether playing or teaching, Rebecca
seesmusic asmovement. “ To me, play-
ing and dancing arethe same, so | love
to share that magical experience with
students and audiences.”

To find out more about the upcoming
workshop or Rebecca’ s upcoming per-
formances go to her website at
www.dancingharp.com.

However, he became a permanent
member soon afterwards, when Ronnie
Drew left the group to pursue a solo
career.

McCann remained with The Dubliners
until theend of 1979, during which he
toured incessantly, also recording sev-
eral albumswith the group.

Hedid rejoin The Dublinersin 2002 for
their 40" anniversary tour and later at
Vicar Street in 2012 for their 50™.

MUSIC REVIEW

By CATHOLINE
BUTLER

KILLARNEY
About Time

The legendary Killarney have finally
released their much anticipated CD,
About Time. The recording had been
intheworksfor over ayear....and yes,
it was about time.

Band member Michael Cronin said,
“Thetitlefor the CD came about from
our fans who had been waiting for a
longtimeforitsrelease.

“We bounced around a bunch of dif-
ferent titlesbut it always came back to
About Time, mainly because whenever
wetold peoplewe had an albuminthe
works, they always said, ‘it's about
time'. The song list is a compilation
fromtheir vintage Celtic repertoire.

Anyonefortunate enough to attend the
‘Hooley for The Connection’ fundraiser
for The Celtic Connection on Febru-
ary 15 at the Vancouver Fan Club would
have had an opportunity to hear
Killarney perform every track fromthis
new release.

Thereisno doubt about it....they area
hard act to follow.

Recently I" ve been playing About Time
inmy car as | drive and the one song
that stays in my head and keeps me
humming for daysisThe Galway Girl.

Other tracks include: The Kesh;
Muirsheen Durkin; Fiddlers Green;
Heave Away; Rambles In Spring;
Lock Lomond; The Irish Rover;
Fairytale of New York; The Bold
O’ Donoghue; Sally MacLennane;
Denis Murphy and John Ryan's
Polka, and Dear Old Donegal.

Since 1985 and up until a year ago
Killarney wasthe resident house band
at the Blarney Stonein Gastown.

Their legions of fanswill be delighted
to know Killarney will be back at the
Blarney Stonefor St. Patrick’sto con-
tinuethetradition.

There can be no doubt that over St.
Patrick’scelebrations, Killarney will be
playing thereelsand tunesfrom About
Time.
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Hozier unvalsnew video

for Someone

DUBLIN — Hozier has said he
never imagined his Grammy-
nominated track Take Me to
Church would be played much
on theradio and its success has
surprised him.

The Bray-born singer-songwriter said,
“1 didn’t think it would be played on
radio. Just becauseit’s not aradio pop
song and it doesn’t sound like the other
stuff that radios [stations] play.

“1 wasvery, very surprised by the suc-
cess of thisstuff because | madeacon-
scious decision not to write music just
toimpress people. It'scertainly encour-
aged meto trust myself more and trust
my instincts a bit more and to go with
my gut.”

Take Meto Church was nominated for
the Song of the Year award at the 2015
Grammys.

Hozier recently unveiled the new video
for hisnew single Someone New which
stars Game of Thrones and The Tu-
dors star Natalie Dormer.

Dormer’s appearance in the video is
bound to draw alot of attention from
Game of Thrones fans as they eagerly
await the next series, dueto start back
inApril.

The promo was directed by Dormer’s
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video Someone New.

fiancé, Irish director Anthony Byrne,
and the treatment was written by
Hozier'sbrother Jon Hozier Byrneand
David Reilly at Stoneface Films.

Speaking about her involvementin the
video, Dormer said, “I find Hozier’'s
music alwaysdealsin themost visceral
way with the contradictionsthat make
us human.

“Heisanincredibly talented lyricist and
the most wonderful musician and vo-
calist.

“It was ajoy to be apart of the Some-
one New video, which for me explores
the struggle in al our heads between

DOOLIN'S
IRISH PUB

l_\_Iew

=

HOZIER AND NATALIE DORMER on the set of his new music

thereal andimaginary.

“It plays with ideas of how loneliness
andisolation aretwo different thingsand
the weight or lightness we can attach
toloving another person.”

Hozier’ssalf-titled debut album rel eased
in October 2014 is nominated in the
Meteor ChoiceMusic Prizeand hissin-
gle From Eden is also nominated for
the Meteor Choice Song of the Year.
The awards ceremony takes place on
March 5.

Hozier will support Foo Fighters at
Slane Castle on May 30 and will also
co-headlineLongitude Festival thisJuly
inMarlay Park.

CELTIC WEEK

JOIN US FOR LIVE CELTIC ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY

MARCH T-7TH

ST. PATRICKS DAY - TUESDAY, MARCH 17TH

TO SEE THE FULL ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK @DOOLINS

654 NELSON @ GRANVILLE | MUST BE 19+ | SUBJECT TO CAPACITY

johnnie Fox’g
IRISH SNUG

1033 GRANVILLE
WWW.JOHNNIEFOX.CA

e pell SPY

For More Information
www.johnniefox.ca ® 604.685.4946

The Foggy Dew Irish Pub

Coquitlam

Is the place to be for all your entertainment needs.
We offer a select menu, great daily Irish specialty
Jfood & beverage, great music, great service,
[friendly faces and lots of fun!

CATCH ALL THE SPORTS ACTION AT THE DEW!
on our 10 plasma & 20 satellite screens

MARCH/APRIL

EVENT CALENDAR
ENTERTAINMENT EVERY Celebrate St. Patrick’s all week-end
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT from March 13th — St. Patrick’s Day

with: DJ GARY GUNN
Playing all your favourite music

Live music and Irish Dancers on the
17th

» Seleet UFC Games

T y *
Wenow have Call pub first to check

26 Craft Beer on Tap

14 are local Craft Beer :
4 » Brunch served every day unlil 3pm
+ .40 cent wings all day to close Monday

WWW.FOGGYDEWIRISHPUB.COM

405 North Road >
{in)lh(- Executive Plaza Hotel) _| BE]D W (604)
Coquitlam, B.C. = 937‘5808

with the Claddagh ring
~ meaning love, friendship & loyalty ~

Wide selection of styles available in gold, silver,
diamonds and semi-precious stones.

Find this collection and other fine items at

Celtic Creations

Tel: 604-903-8704 | 2nd level Lonsdale Quay Market
www.CelticCreations.net Email: Celticereations@telus.net
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Scottish Football looks better from a distance

ball in particular.

With Cdltic exiting the UEFA
Europa League (itself akind of
compensation for an earlier de-
feat in the Champions L eague)
there are no Scottish teams left
inany European competition. In
fact, the others disappeared
many monthsago and at the ear-
liest possible opportunity.

South of the border, massive amounts
of cash are about to be pumped into
the English Premier League, aresult of
arecord-breaking television deal that
wassigned in early February. Scottish
football will receive apittance by com-
parison.

In the meantime Scotland’s other club
with alargefollowing— Celtic’stradi-
tional rivals Rangers—is making head-
lines for its boardroom shenanigans
rather than its performance on the pitch.

In short, the current state of Scottish
clubfootball isbest summed up by the
national poet Robert Burns: But, oh |
backward cast my eye / On prospects
drear / And forward, though | cannot
see/ | guess and fear.

Fortunately, palliationarrivedintheform
of aseries| have been writing on Scot-
tish fansabroad. In general, they seem
to beabuoyant lot who arelessinclined
to seefootball in their homeland asan
extended exercisein managed decline.

Take, for instance, Angus Campbell and
Billy Kelly who are the only two mem-
bers of the Celtic Supporters Club in
Fort McMurray, Alberta.

They watch games in the Blackhorse
Pub, sometimes setting out from home
at 5AM intemperatures of -40 degrees.
Billy told methat they rent aphoneki-
osk for their annual general meeting but
don’'t change anything because they
never vote the same way.

With some assistance from Angus, |
soon found myself interviewing Celtic

DINBURGH - It has been another trying
month for Scottish sport and Scottish foot-

supportersin Rio de Janeiro, New York,
Philadel phia, Montreal and anumber of
other placesfar from Fort McMurray.

Next up was Edinburgh-based
Hibernian Football Club and thistime
the centre of the fan web turned out to
belocated right in VVancouver.

Local Scot Darren Hutchison not only
played for Hibsasaschoolboy but later
wrote a dissertation on the rebranding
of the club’s corporateidentity.

With Darren’s help, | found Hibs sup-
porters from San Francisco to Saudi
Arabia

Partick Thistle, sometimes known as
Glasgow's " other team’, hasits univer-
sal fan headquarters in Telford, Eng-
land, whereaman called Hugh Cooper
organizesitsglobal supportersclub.

‘TheNomads', asthe Thistle diaspora
isknown, has a500 member Facebook
account.

Hugh used it to connect meto fansin
Onchan, Goslar, Al Khobar, Pahoa,
Baku and other places, some of which
| had never heard of.

There is even a team called ‘Partick
Thistle Las Vegas which was set up
by Billy Smith from Glasgow when he
moved to the self-styled  Entertainment
Capital of theWorld'.

PTLV now has two adult teams, both
top of their leagues, and they havewon
40 trophiessince 1999.

Talking to Scottish football fansall over
theworld turned out to be aquick way

SCOTLAND NOW - Angus
Campbell and Billy Kelly who
are the only two members of
the Celtic Supporters Club in
Fort McMurray, Alberta.

to restore faith in the game. For one
thing, itisnot all about football.

Perhaps nostalgiaisn’t what it used to
be, but don’t tell that to the global fol-
lowers of Scottish football teams.

Many of their stories revolve around
placesthey used to livein Scotland and
childhood memoriesof attending games
with fathers or school friends.

And fansof acertain ageleft Scotland
when it had a number of good, even
great, teams and players.

Older Cdltic fansremember winning the
European Cupin 1967, afest that seems
impossibletoday; Hibsfollowershave
their great teams of the ' 70sto rejoice
in; and even Partick Thistle, not re-
nowned for trophy hoarding, won the
Scottish League Cup when it defeated
Celtic4-1in1971.

In an age when you can live-stream
football games on the computer, it's
heartening to find Scottish football fans
around theworld still taking thetrouble
to forgather and watch games for the
sake of community and friendship.

Andbest of all, theactivity isn't dways
restricted to watching football. Angus
and Billy in Fort McMurray, for in-
stance, organize darts tournaments to

Five architects shortlisted to restore
Mackintosh’s Glasgow School of Art

GLASGOW —The Glasgow School of
Art has named five architects in the
running to lead the restoration of the
M ackintosh Building, which was dev-
astated by firelast May.

Avanti Architects, John McAslan &
Partners, LDN Architects, Page\Park
Architects and Purcell have all made
the shortlist of firms in the frame for
the restoration of the iconic building,
which suffered serious damage after
the accidental fire.

Theblaze broke out in the basement of
Charles Rennie Mackintosh’sArtsand
Craftsbuilding around noon on May 23.

The main damage was sustained by the
west wing, built between 1907 and 1909,
and includesthe unique Mackintosh li-
brary and the studio aboveit whichwere
destroyed.

The library housed rare and archival
materialss, including periodicalsfromthe
early Nineteenth Century and publica-
tions about Mackintosh.

In a statement the Royal Institute of

FORENSIC archaeologlsts begln S|ft|ng through the ashes of
the damaged historic Mackintosh Library following a fire on
May 23, 2014.

British Architects said, “Damage to a
building of suchimmensesignificance
and unigquenessisaninternational trag-
edy. Itisirreplaceable.”

The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service
was able to save most of the structure
and around 70 percent of the contents,
including archivesand collectionswhich

needed immediate conservation.

Working with heritage body Historic
Scotland, the GSA's Digital Design Stu-
dio laser scanned the building’s West-
ern Gable to create a 3D plan of what
survived thefire, while specialist stone-
masons have been working to repair
sections of thefire-damaged stonework.

fundraisefor thelocal food bank.

The prize for the most affecting story,
however, goesto Bill Garriock wholives
in Malta but meets Hibs fans every-
where he goes by the simple expedient
of wearing histeam’s shirt.

He told me, “One guy stopped me in
West Edmonton Mall and begged me
to accompany himto the hospital tovisit
his father who was dying of cancer.

“His father was a Hibs fan and he
thought thiswould beareal pick up for
him. | gave him my baseball cap asa
memento.”

As | write, requests have just arrived
for articleson theglobal fansof thetwo
teams in Scotland’s top division that
begin with the word ‘Saint’ — St.
Johnstoneand St. Mirren.

‘When the Saintsgo marching out’ isa
headline for their scattered fans that
writesitself.

BILL GARRIOCK, who lives in
Malta, is pictured at the Space
Needle in Seattle. He wears his
team’s shirt everywhere he
goes and constantly meets up
with other Hibs fans.

And experience has taught me where
to find them: start at the ends of the
earth and work backwards.

North Sea oll industry
shake-up calls

ABERDEEN, Scotland — The new
North Searegulator has issued an ur-
gent cal to actionin areport setting out
the immediate risks ahead for UK oil
and gasindustry.

Last month Andy Samuel was ap-
pointed chief executive-designate of the
new Oil and Gas Authority (OGA) to
be set up in Aberdeen.

The establishment of the OGA wasan
integral part of the recommendations
made by Sir lan Wood as part of the
review into maximising the UK’s off-
shore oil and gas resources.

The government fast tracked the rec-
ommendations of the Wood Review to
maximisethe potential of the North Sea
and make sure the whole of the UK
benefits.

Samuel’s appointment isamajor mile-
stonein establishing the OGA. He has
already been fully involved in some of
thedecisionsvital to the establishment
of the OGA.

The future of the oil and gas sector
dependson collective leadership from
the industry, the government and the
authority, he said.

The report comes a day after the UK
industry reported itsworst annual per-
formancein 40 years. Industry body Oil
& Gas UK reported a negative cash
flow of £5.3 billionin 2014 —theworst
figuresincethe 1970s.

UK energy secretary Ed Davey an-
nounced that an urgent commission was
being set up to consider the impact of
plunging global oil pricesonthe North
Sea.

Thepriceof oil fell to below $50 abar-
rel over the past six months, and isnow
hovering around $60 a barrel, raising
doubts about the future of the offshore
industry.

Samue published hisinitia findings say-
ing that while the UK remains a sub-
stantial producer of oil and gas, and“sig-
nificant” potential remainsin parts of
the North Sea, profit marginsareon a
steep downward trend, leading many
firmsto reduce new exploration, infra-
structure investment and staffing over
the past six months.

The report identifies the two most im-

OGA CHIEF Andy Samuel said
a more competitive and effi-
cient operating environment
must be created to sustain the
North Sea oil and gas indus-

try.

mediate risks facing companies oper-
atinginthearea. Thefirst isthe danger
that the profitability of current oil and
gasfieldswill beinsufficient to attract
continued investment.

According to thereport, thiscould lead
to the premature decommissioning of
North Sea infrastructure and lead to
valuableoil and gasresourcesbeing left
intheground.

The resulting “domino effect” could
have a negative impact on all areas of
theindustry, including employment and
technologica innovation.

The second identified risk isthat aloss
of confidencein the future potential of
the UK Continental Shelf could result
in the UK failing to secure the long-
term investment needed to maximise
economic recovery of North Seaoil and
gas resources.

Samuel said, “ Significant hydrocarbon
resources and economic value are yet
to be delivered from the UK North Sea,
but to unlock thispotential wemust cre-
ate a more competitive and efficient
operating environment, where costsare
effectively managed and companies
have the confidenceto invest.”

He said “The future of our oil and gas
industry dependsonit.”
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S-U Pipe Band's ‘ Pipe Up for Cancer’
dedicated to long-term band merrber

VANCOUVER —Aspart of the Simon
Fraser University Pipe Band's Pipe Up
for Cancer fundraising concert dedi-
cated to long-term band member
Andrew Bonar, agroup of players(and
onewife!) from the band have pledged
to shave their headsto raise fundsfor
this great cause.

Band members will be “Balding for
Boney” as part of the concert event
onMarch 28.

Confirmed shavees so far include such
well known-names as Andrew Leeg,
Alastair Lee, Steve Foley, Graeme
Mack, Kevin McLean, Derek Milloy,
Tano Martone, Grant Maxwell, Duncan
Millar, Blair Cooper, Kyle Wallis,
Andrew Hayes, and Rachel Parkinson.

Lead Drummer Reid Maxwel | has pub-
licly stated that if the fundraising total
reaches $7,000, he too will have his
head shaved.

Those who know Reid will know that
he prides himself on histhick head of
hair (albeit rather grey these days).

He'snot at all keento bebald, and is
pretty confident the band can’t raise
$7,000, so they need your help to make
this happen!

Jack and Terry Lee have also stated

[PHOTO: File]

JACK and Terry Lee promise to shave their heads in support
of the fundraising campaign if the campaign reaches $10,000.

they will shavetheir headsif our cam-
paign reaches $10,000!

The fund is currently at about $2,645
so they have quite a bit of ground to
make up to make this happen!

Please get behind “Boney’s balding
bunch” by donating at the band’s Pipe

Up for Cancer donation site: http://
donate.bccancerfoundation.com/goto/
pipeupforcancer

Every dollar helps in the search for
more effective cancer treatment, and
support of those affected by cancer.
Plus.....they really want to see Reid,
Jack and Terry havetheir heads shaved!

Clutha Vaults Bar in Glasgow
‘to reopen in May’

GLASGOW — The owner of the
Clutha Vaults bar in Glasgow,
where a helicopter crashed onto
it 15 months ago, hopes to reopen
it by May.

Theaircraft was operated by Bond Air
Services for Police Scotland and was
being crewed by acivilian pilot and two
policeofficers.

Since the disaster on the night of No-
vember 29, 2013, the bar has been shut
and left largely untouched. But building
work isnow under way.

Theadjoining VictoriaBar isto bere-
furbished, while the beer garden at the
back of the Cluthawill be covered over.

Owner Alan Crossan has not yet de-
cided what to do with the area of the
building where the helicopter crashed.

Hesaid, “It'sdifficult. It'staken me a
year and abit to even get to this stage.
Maybein six months, maybein ayear,
I’ll know better what to do with this.
Obviously, when we get peopleback in
and the music starts again, we'll get a
better idea of what we can do.

“The name will stay. The Clutha, be-
fore the accident, was pretty famous,
so the name will always stay. The
Cluthameansthe Clyde and we' reright
next door to the Clyde.”

The bar area of The Clutha took the
mainimpact of the crash, while people
in the area where a band was playing
wereinitialy unawarethat ahelicopter
had crashed into the building.

Ten peopledied inthe accident: al three
who were on board the helicopter and
six on the ground, with another person
dying two weeks|ater frominjuriesre-
ceived inthe pub.

Inside The Cluthatoday, the scenelooks
largely asit did onthe night of thedis-
aster, when customersfled the building
inpanic.

EMERGENCY workers seal off the area around the Clutha Vaults
by the River Clyde in Glasgow on the night of November 29,
2013 after a police helicopter crashed through the roof of the
pub.

A glass stands on the bar counter with
change next to it, while an unfinished
drink is on a crate on the stage. Scat-
tered flyers lie on the floor near the
stage, whilethick dust covers surfaces.

Aninitial report said the aircraft had
suffered enginefailure. Thefinal con-
clusions of the Air Accidents Investi-
gation Branch are expected to be re-
leased later thisyear.

Dougie Naismith told how he was in
the bar when the helicopter crashed.
He had been drinking with a friend,
Eddie Waltham, in another pub but | eft
insearch of livemusic.

Naismith, who was afirefighter before
he retired, had experience of being in
unsafe buildings, but on that night he
was scared. He broke his shoulder and
suffered injuries to his neck in The
Cluthaaswell as suffering psychologi-
cal trauma.

But hesaid, “I’m oneof thevery, very
lucky ones—no-one has got to tell me
that.”

OWNER Alan Crossan has not
yet decided what to do with the
area of the building where the
crash occurred.
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Don't forget the B.C. HIGHLAND GAMES
on June 20th, in Coquitlam
www. behighlandgames.com

We Need Volunteers For The Games

Contact: bchgames.field@gmail.com

Scottish Cultural
Centre

Happy St. Patrick's Day to Everyone

Don't forget the B.C. HIGHLAND GAMES
on June 20th, in Coquiflam
WWW. bchlghlundgcmes com

THREE FLOORS OF ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR RENT!
CALL US AT (604) 263-9911 OR FAX (604) 263-9510
The Scottish Cultural Centre 8886 Hudson St. (at 73rd) in Vancouver

@(’(r///u% %Kf//(‘/(ﬁ(/ﬁ (_%:/7(‘.’//_(7

Working for Scotland in Canada

Business, Culture, Education and Government
Go to the Tebsite: www.scottishcanadianagency.com
Or Contact Harry McGrath

Emaifl: harry@scottishcanadianagency.com

Learn to play pipes
and drums with the
World Champions!

Interested?

The SFU Pipe Band’s
world-famous teaching
program for children starts
immediately.

Lots of fun ¢ Great instruction

For information, call:

(604) 942-5118
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St. Patrick’s Day: A unique Turning The World Green
worldwide celebration  for 3. Patrick's Day 2015

SOME of the world's most
iconic buildings and land-
St. Patrick’s Day Festival in Trinity marks will take on a green
) College' sdining hall, TD Michadl Ring
stressed that the national holiday was

glow this March to help cel-
ebrate St. Patrick’sDay 2015

ultimately a family day out and not a
day for drinking.

instyle—with London’sNel-
Headvised St. Patrick’sDay revellers

Square leading the charge.

“destroying the day for others” by stay- For thefirst timethe 170-foot tall monu-

son’s Column in Trafalgar
intent on drinking to excess to avoid

ing at home.
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PW Trenchless
Construction Inc.
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DON'T DIG IT 1!

LET
PW SPLIT IT!!!

| 1&18-130th Street, Surrey, B.C
Ph. 604 580 0446 Fax 604 589 4698

e-rrail: dawd@pwirenchless corr
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Wishing Friends and Customenrs

% A Happy St. Patrick’'s Day
CLARE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

THE GRAND MARSHAL at the
St. Patrick’s Day parade in
Dublin on March 17 will be ac-

claimed actor Brendan
O’Carroll best known for his
portrayal of Agnes Brown in
the BBC television sitcom Mrs.
Brown’s Boys.

“That’s not the image we want... | say
to the spoilsportsif you can’'t enjoy the
day without destroying it for othersthen
you should stay home,” he said.

“We want to focus on the culture and
talent...thisisafamily day and afamily
festival.”

The minister went on to say that most
countries would “give their right arm
and their right leg” to have a national
day celebrated on such aglobal scale.

“There is no other country that New
York City stops for,” he said. “We
should be proud of that.”

The organisers of this year’s festival
are confident the 2015 Grand Marshal
will help draw more overseas tourists
to Irish shoresthisyear.

Brendan O’ Carroll isan award-winning
actor/director script-writer, playwright,
and stand-up comic who is best known
for portraying foul-mouthed matriarch
AgnesBrownintheBBCtelevision sit-
com Mrs. Brown’s Boys.

ment will ‘Go Green’ at 6 PM on pa-
rade day, March 15, as the fun of the
London St. Patrick’s Day Festival
drawsto aclose.

It will befollowed by greeningsacross
the capital and theworld —asthelrish
all over theglobe enjoy ahost of events
marking Ireland’ s national day.

In years past some of the well-known
sitesto belit up on March 17 havein-
cluded Niagara Falls, the television
tower in Berlin’s Alexanderplatz, the
London Eye and Table Mountain in
South Africa.

Thetheme continues across Europethis
year —wherethe greening tradition will
finditsplaceinItaly, where the Colos-
seum in Rome will turn green for the
very first time.

In France the Sacré-Coaur Basilicain
the fabled district of Montmartre in
Paris will also make its debut in the
worldwide greening stakes—alsojoin-
ing the trend for the very first timein
2015.

Ireland’s Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Trade Charlie Flanagan,
commended thework of the Irish Em-
bassies acrosstheworld and their part-
ners at Tourism Ireland in organising
the greenings of buildings and monu-
ments around the globe ahead of St.
Patrick’s Day.

“1 am delighted that the Colosseumin
Romeisto begreened for thefirst time,
on the initiative of our embassy in
Rome, and that the embassy in Paris
has secured the agreement of the mayor

Lo s . Bl W

THE SKY TOWER in Auck-
land, New Zealand turns green
on St. Patrick’s Day. It is the
tallest free-standing structure
in the Southern Hemisphere
and has become an iconic
structure in Auckland’s skyline.

of Paristo thefirst-timegreening of the
Sacré-Coaur Basilicain the district of
Montmartre overlooking the city of
Paris,” he said.

“The greening of iconic sitesis sym-
bolic of the great friendship that exists
between Ireland and so many countries
around theworld.

“It presents us with an invaluable op-
portunity to deepen existing friendships,
strengthen awareness of Ireland and our
rich heritage, and forge new ties,” he
added.

Niall Gibbons, CEO of Tourism Ireland,
said, “Thisisthesixth year of Tourism
Ireland’sGlobal Greening initiativeand
each year | am delighted to see even
morewell-known attractionsand land-
mark siteswishing to get involved and
joinour St. Patrick’s celebrations.”

Festival director Susan Kirby predicted

A PRAYER ON ST. PATRICK’S DAY

CoNPOMININ Iog/neé é\‘/‘g?ﬂg é%ﬂ?;%\;viuea;’gs\tliev iar\l] Iir re]: One of the most powerful prayers attributed to St. Patrick is The Deer’s
RESTORATICN jecting apredicted EU122 million into Cry, aso known as The Breastplate of &. Patrick and The Lorica.
SPECIALISTS the economy. Thefollowingisan abbreviation of that prayer: Christ with me, Christ be-

foreme, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above
me, Christ on my right, Christ on my left, Christ in breadth, Christ inlength,
Christin height, Christ inthe heart of every man who thinks of me, Christin
the mouth of every man who speaks of me, Christ in every eye that sees
me, Christ in every ear that hears me.

“We should see a growth in overseas
visitorsfrom last year, especially with
the popularity of Brendan O’ Carroll. |
can seelotsof people getting out to see
him,” Kirby said.

(604) 813-4582

IRISH HERITAGE

SOCIETY OF CANADA

Thetheme of thisyear’sparadeis’ Cel-
ebrate Now’. For full details on this
year's event, see:
www.stpatricksfestival.ie.

NG/
PR

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Gl‘f"f‘tillgﬁ from the
Irish Heritage Society of Canada

See you at the St. Patrick’ Parade on March 15th,
Look for the Irish Heritage Float in the Parade

Come join us at our
Annual Golf Tournament
June 14
Delta Golf Course
WW w.dvhagu”i:] ub.com

|

Irish Quotes
When | came back to Dublin | was
court martialed in my absence and
sentenced to death in my absence,
so | said they could shoot me in my

absence.
— Brendan Behan [1923-1964]
(Irish author noted for his earthy

satire and powerful political
commentary.)

THE WHITE ROCK lIrish Festival 2015 kicked off with a huge
flash mob gathered at the historic pier on March 1. Brilliant
sunshine and mild temperatures brought hundreds down to the
iconic boardwalk to launch the celebration. The month-long
festival is filled with music, poetry, workshops, contests, danc-
ing, food and beverage tasting at various locations throughout
White Rock.

For more information contact George McDonnell at: (604)-948-2885

WWW.IRISHHERITAGESOCIETY.CA
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Beannachtai na Féile Pddraig

Happy St. Patrick's Day!
to all our friends around the Pacific Northwest
from Seattle's Irish Heritage Club and the
Seattle Gaels Gaelic Footballers and Hurlers

For details on
SEATTLE’S IRISH HERITAGE WEEK 2015
or information on our activities, visit our
website at: www.irishclub.org

IRISh SPORTS ano Social sociecy comoncon

12546-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta TSL 0X3 Tel: (780)453-2249 Fax: (780)451-5069

Wishing Everyone a Grand & Glorious
St. Patrick’s Day

- Martin Doyle (Carlow)
President

When visiting in Edmonton, drop into the Irish Club
and enjoy our friendly Alberta hospitality

www.edmontonirishelub.ca

THE PRINCE GEORGE CELTIC CLUB

WISHING EVERYONE

A HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY
From the members of the

Prince George Celtic Club

- Catherine Mills, President

For inquiries and information about
club activities call: Jackie Maslen - (250)562-1696

The Welsh
Society of

Vancouver
HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY

to all our Q&f )
J “’-\_

¥ 2ogayg 60t

IRISH CELTIC FRIENDS ',
from

Cambrian Hall, 215 East 17th. Ave.,
Vancouver, B.C. V5V 1A6

David Llewelyn Williams, President

WelshSociety.com 604 876-2815

. /

St. Patrick’s Day —
What's it about?

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY is cel-
ebrated worldwide by Irish peopleand
increasingly by many of non-Irish de-
scent.

Celebrations are generally themed
around all thingsgreen and Irish; both
Christiansand non-Christians celebrate
the secular version of the holiday by
wearing green, eating I rish food, imbib-
ing Irish drink, and attending parades.

The St. Patrick’s Day parade in Dub-
lin, Ireland is part of afive-day festi-
val, with over 500,000 people attend-
ing last year’s parade. The largest St.
Patrick’s Day parade is held in New
York City and it iswatched by two mil-
lion spectators.

The St. Patrick’s Day parade wasfirst
heldinBostonin 1737, organized by the
Charitable Irish Society. New York
City’scelebration began on March 17,
1766 when Irish soldiers marched
through thecity.

Ireland’s cities all hold their own pa-
radesand festivals. Thesecitiesinclude
Dublin, Cork, Belfast, Galway, Derry,
Kilkenny, Limerick and Waterford.
Parades also take place in other Irish
townsand villages.

Other large parades include those in
Cleveland, Manchester, Birmingham,
London, Coatbridge, Montreal, Boston,
Houston, Chicago, Kansas City, Savan-
nah, Pittsburgh, Denver, Sacramento,
Scranton, and Toronto. Large parades
also take place throughout Europe, the
Americas, Australia, andAsia.

Aswell asbeing acelebration of Irish
culture, Saint Patrick’s Day isaChris-
tian festival celebrated inthe Catholic
Church, the Church of Ireland and some
other denominations. The day always
falsinthe season of Lent.

In many partsof North America, Brit-
ain, andAustraiaexpatriateIrish, those
of Irish descent, and ever-growing
crowds of peoplewith no Irish connec-
tionsbut who may proclaim themselves
“Irish for a day” also celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day, usually by drinking in-
credibleamountsof a coholic beverages
(lager dyed green, Irish beer and stout,
such asMurphys, Smithwicks, Harp or
Guinness, or Irish whiskey, Irish cider,
Irish coffee, or Baileys Irish Cream)
and by wearing at least one article of
green-coloured clothing.

Wishing
the Blessings
of St. Patrick
To all our
Celtic
Readers

from all

of us at......
The Celtic
Connection

Maura DE Frermas - Publisher/Editor
CAatHOLINE BUTLER - Advertising
& Promotions Manager
CoLLEEN CARPENTER - Proofreading/Distribution
AnsLEY BaLpwiN - Ad Assembly - PHILoMENA DALy - Accounting
Distribution in Vancouver: ARLYN LINGAT
* Tom BUTLER * ALLison Moore * Linpa Ross
* Douc MEDLEY in North Vancouver *
NeviLLe TaoMmas & Eirion WILLIAMS in Burnaby & Coquitlam
* GaBrIEL CLARK in Coquitlam & Port Moody
* FraNK DUDFIELD in Surrey & Langley
* DigrpRrE O’RuaIre & Ray & Mary Fynes in White Rock
* B Duncan in Maple Ridge

o JoannE LonG in Mission & Abbotsford
* OLIVER GREALISH in Edmonton
¢ Nanct SPIEKER & HEATHER MURPHY in Seattle
Thanlk You to All Our Dedicated
Writers and Volunteers

La Fhéile Padraig
Shona Daoibh!

Happy St. Patrick's
Day

to all our friends, members and family here and far!

The Irish Sporting and
Social Club of Vancouver
provides the opportunity
to enjoy a very social and

sporting community.
Being Irish is certainly not
a requirement to play
Gaelic Games.

R

ISSC Vancouver offer the following Gaelic Games:

Men's Football Ladies Football Hurling Camogie

Youth Camps School Demonstrations

If you are in the Greater Vancouver region, estab-
lished or new, and wish to join the ISSC as a playing
or social member, please contact us at:

isscvancouver.com

info@isscvancouver.com
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day
to all our
Customers and Friends _— sunset

At The Foggy Dew Pub GRILL

TAP HOUSE & WHISKEY BAR

Thanks for your great
* support and we wish you
the best of Irish luck always Celebrate St.Patricks in
County Kits

Tuesday, March 17th

Paul & Staff at The Foggy Dew

WWW.FOGGYDEWIRISHPUB.COM gy L Mill St. Brewery Presents:
T OTIERE DSy Singer/Songwriter
%ﬁ?l]l:%it:llf;;%d?klza Hotel) '\{@\Dfﬂj—l{j)}f? 93(76%)3)()8 ,—-1_(_7 & r RObbie O,E"er
oquitlam, B.C. = B | - 3 - L / - A
! v AT (1 Tickets $5.00
lf'fl &< %1. 5 :
3 ,_L*f;. P Great food & drink specials
Y *=a /_QL 4 Over 60 whiskeys &
On the Waterfront at Lonsdale Quay Market ’.u‘- *{_’v 17 craft beer taps
ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION % ‘;:P& ()‘:ﬁ, 2204 York Ave.
' ‘ ’ — ' T [ & ':q’ one block south of kits beach
| B R : A 501 Res: 604.732.3733
r ;&_‘ ' _ ’ : et “‘u\ Q\ji‘x sunsetgrillvancouver.com
—a . “v a":ﬁ o Ja o t: @SunsetGrillKits f: SunsetGrillVancouver
" s . 3' ;lt (& 1 instagram/@Sunsetgrillkits

Tuesday, March 17th
2 — Seatings: 5pm & 7pm

Traditional Irish Folk Music Featuring:
IRISH PAPER MOON
Celtic Dancing, Featuring:
CHAMPION EIRE BORN IRISH DANCERS

&
Q;;%C\? Ii5i Long & McQuade

* %), | mmmm MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS %

_— They . . ® (T
Cheshire Gheese 98 I S B vtV oV 0%
ond Floor Lﬁgggalit%ll;}\%ﬁé}lglggt, I;I:;)gth Vancouver q“._ o .;i ’:‘ i B
servati 4-987-3322 _ )
www.cheshirecheeserestaurant.com ?/_g *{ the MUSIC Ol
\ : ft’ la B et € i
oo DEGINS )
ST PATAILK 3 i)

[ #74 | Experience Canada’s ||f
2" | #1 Music Store |

ey “al Sales / Rentals / Repairs
(‘&?fg * Lessons / Print Music

S[AY PARTY

11E MUSIC - BAG PIPERS - IRISH DANCERS

A In-Store Financin N/
G 221 a2 | L g | |
Eceili's S 1S % {/
it i C f'?i.. N jg Now with 60 locations to serve you / .
s - MONDAY MARCH 16TH - Jl\ = «& L from coast to coast, including = y .
ST. PADDYS DAY @< = | 368Terminal Ave. X
| aum _ 0 2 1: Vancouver
S EATROTS IAY C\M}m RAINKENLIVE '7 ‘tf?\ « | 604.734.4886
BOOK YOUR TABLES NOW MIKEGECEILIS.COM %’ /'D'—’ LPJI
LNEENTRTANMENT & SHDNCES & IRISH DANCERS b

0..
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e o ,ﬁ JE "\ Shop online at
ETAILS, TICKETS ESERVATIONS! QA_ \ lli_'

STER HWY RICHMOND = AP p. 2 ta www.long-mcquade.com




THE SHAMROCK

There’s a dear little plant that grows in our isle,/
‘“Twas St. Patrick himself sure that set it. / It
thrives through the bog, through the brake, and
the mireland; / And he called it the dear little
shamrock of Ireland.

— The Green Little Shamrock

Andrew Cherry (1762-1812)

DRUMKEERAN
Vi Howss )7

O IvEY Lakn &

A CeLmic Country House

IIEAL FOR
SPECIAL CMOCASIONS AND
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Fish, Golf, Hike, Cycle, Horse Ride, Canoe, Kayak, Swwim, Ski, Skate, Snowshoe, Snowmaobile
or just RELAX!

604-894-6946 « info@drumkeeran.ca - www.drumkeeran.ca
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HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY
TO THE IRISH!

Al & Maureen Gerrard
Pets Agree Ltd.
(creators of gourmet dog biscuits)

Our thanks and appreciation to The Celtic Connection
Sfor providing such lerrific service to the Celtic community!

Pets Agree Ltd 604-882-7505 www.petsagree.com

BEAUTIFUL,
FUNCTIONAL
WEBSITES

BOXCLEVER.CA

780.485.1230
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BOX CLEVYER

DIGITAL MEDIA AGENCY
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) pifecting Wy Located in:
é\\\\iew hers o Kent, WA
SEA I 3 Calgary, AB
I A A Oakville. ON
4 NEW'WEE‘:N"IJ New Westminster, BC
— Please contact our Office
% 7y 5 - {\OQ for more information
ARE Gypsum ReSY” 604 534 9925

WWW.NWgypsum.com

Benjamin Kupka (Limerick) — President
ben.kupka@gmail.com

Facebook Page: \\'\\'\\'.faccblmlc.cum/pagcs/()kanagun- Irish-Society/200149416734818

WEST/LIMERICK HoLpiNnGSs LTD.

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT and MANAGEMENT

;: PRESIDENT ‘~

THoMASs O'FLYNN
TeL: (604) 879-3485 * Fax: (604) H?OALJO}

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY FROM THE O’FLYNNS

Happy St. Patrick's Day

to all our customers and friends
from Catherine Brennan-Schwarz
and all the drivers and staff at

The Legal
- | = Alternative

(L.A.C. Courier Div. of 387164 B.C. Ltd.)

Guaranteed Economical Overnight
Delivery Service For Barristers and
Solicitors Throughout the Lower Mainland

* Two days to Victoria
* We deliver to all Government offices in Victoria

Call (604) 873-3738
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3 Vancouver Q\
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LY . MARCH ENTERTAINMENT LINE-UP AT FOX'S -
R ™ Wed - March 11 - Sloe Gin 2N
F H_A'E'z' ruring: Elegwen O'Maoileoin & Michael Viens - 7 PM - /S8
e Thurs — March 12 — Tim Hewine— 7 PM %:_
O Fri — March 13 — Sloe Gin . B
- Featuring: Flegwen ichael Viens - 3PM
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www.johnniefox.ca = 604.685.4946

Rogue Folk Club

Celebrating 28 Years of the best Irish music!
www.roguefolk.com

TransGold
DISTRIBUTION LTD

HAPPY
ST. PATRICK'S
DAY?

From the Coughlan Family
& All the staff at TransCold Distribution Ltd
For inquiries regarding
Frozen Storage and Trucking Services:
Phone: 604.519.0600
Email: info@transcold.com
Website: www.transcold.com

Now with Offices in Vancouver, Nanaimo,

Calgary, Edmonton, Burlington, Seattle & Portland.




* Watch all Canucks Hockey here!
6 Flat Screen TV's

incl, 2-55" plus screens s.r, PATHICK’S DAY

% Doors open 12:00 pm

¢ From 3:00 pm - close: LIVE BAND

% 8-8:30 pm - BC Regiment Irish Pipes & Drums

% 8:30 pm - 9:00 pm - Irish Dancers

W % $20 Tickets (guarantee you enter)
50% off for UBC Students

e & Win Prizes on St. Patrick’s

AR - must be at Dentry’s to win
% e f We Have WI-Fi

Celebrate your events at Dentry's.
We can accommodate large groups and provide group discounts.

4450 West 10th Avenue (between Trimble & Sasamat) 604-224-3434
Visit us on: FACEBOOK — Dentry’s Irish Grill

Happy St. Patrick's Day
from the Kearney - Crean

Family and Staff

FUNERAL SERV:EEESJ

Locally Family Owned & Operated Since 1908

Vancouver Mew Westminster Cloverdale
450 W, 2nd Avenue 219 Gth Strect 5772 176th Street
Vimncouner New Westminster Surrey
(604) 736 - 0268  (604) 521-4881 (604) 574-2603

WWW. kﬁﬂ.l’l’lt}’f s.Ccom

Wishing Everyone
A HAPPY
ST. PATRICK'S DAY
| OFFER THE BEST
» REAL ESTATE
. el ADVICE,
— HELPING YOU
ROYAL LEPAGE TO MAKE THE
A R NACCCCRRRO O BEST REAL ESTATE
Foothills Real Estate Services D ECISIONS.
Deirdre Halferty
For all your Calgary Real Estate needs
(403) 813-5337 | LOVE REFERRALS
www.dhalferty.com a
dhalferty@shaw.ca

A Canadian company with an experienced Irish realtor”
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WHITE ROCK'S

IRISH FESTIVAL e
=iy W"'

La Fhéile Padraig Sona Daoibh

ST PATRICK’S DAY
GREETINGS
FROM
THE IRISH CLUB OF WHITE
ROCK

Come join us and our partners in the
White Rock Irish Festival - our March-
long celebration of Irish culture and
heritage
See our FaceBook page for details!
www.whiterockirishclub.com
Ph:Deirdre O'Ruairc 604-538-6765

Comemmfiy Fartiay
Irii® Clg® pf Whie Back | Samishmsd BRI | CHE of White Fech | Teurtem White Rack
Wties Fack BIL | WhHE Fack Litreey | SSEWT Chawmber of Commnrce | e faw Mpsigager

Event datatis of InWhtheRock com

to all - now and through the year

\ HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY

William Kelly & Sons Plumbing
Contractors (1989) Ltd.

* Mechanical Contractors *

Located in BC - AB - SK
Telephone: (604) 278-3553
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Dublin: An historic city
filled with literary ddights

You can imagine | got abso-
lutely no sympathy —1 had to
indulgeinalittle shopping to
find a few lighter things —
shopping inDublinisaways
apleasure

Some placesreliably stay the sameand
yes, Dublin and Ireland havethat dis-
tinct Irish vibe and Celtic flavour but
| noticed on this visit there is a re-
newed scene of purpose and energy
on the streets.

Ireland was hard hit during the reces-
sion and most people were affected
one way or another.

Yet, thelrisharean inventiverace and
when one door closes, another opens.
They have to set about creating new
businesses for themselves and | saw
the results of those efforts on my re-
centvisitto Dublin.

Coffee shops, cafes and chocolate
shops have sprung up with very tempt-
ing offerings.

Dublin pubswerealso hard hit during
the recession, of course. There were
so many of them, some didn’t makeit
and those | visited were offering not
just agood pint of Guinnessbut music,
food and general ambiance.

Gone are the dusty brown pubs with
hard chairs and depressing
athmosphere.

| am always amazed at the youth and
energy in Dublin, it transforms itself
tothestreet level and | felt aspringin

PHOENIX PARK, DUBLIN

SPENT aweek inbalmy Dublininlate
September last year. My rain coat Stayed
inthe casewhilel complained | had all
the wrong clothes for the heat wave.

By MARIE BRUCE

my own step as | walked around.

Dublin is an old and historic city and
Tourism Ireland has opened up and
transformed more and more places of
interest and made it easy for the trav-
eller to get around, tourist information
isreadily available.

Thefriendliest peopleintheworld are
always pleased to assist with directions
and bitsof local information, don't hesi-
tateto ask for help, you will enjoy the
encounter.

I checked into the very central Trinity
City hotel, just minutes from Grafton
Street and all the action. It included a
delicious breakfast buffet every morn-
ing.

Despitean array of sensiblechoices, |
wasunableto resist thefull Irish break-
fast.

| dug into such calorific delightsas ba-
con, sausage, tomato, beans and eggs,
| enjoyed it immensely and then felt
guilty so | had no option but to walk
thefeet off myself around Dublin.

| hoofed up Dame Street to Dublin Cas-
tleand visited the gorgeous state apart-
ments, the church on the grounds and
theworld renowned Chester Beatty i-
brary.

At that point | had to stop for arest and
acoffeewhilel waited for my energy
toreturn.

Then up the steep hill to the glorious

Tenth Century St. Patrick’s Cathedral .

St. Patrick’shasalong history and will
always be associated with Jonathan
Swift or Dean Swift as he is referred
toinlreland.

Hediedin 1745 and hisgrave and epi-
taph can be seen at the cathedral. He
will also beremembered for hischarity
to the poor and sick of Dublin. It is
worth reading his epitaph:

“Here lies the body of Jonathan
Swift,
Doctor of Divinity and Dean of this
Cathedral,
Where savage indignation

can no longer lacerate his heart
Go traveller and imitate if you can,

this dedicated and earnest cham-

pion of Liberty.”

The sun continued to shineso | decided
to investigate Phoenix Park. The park
is huge, said to be the largest walled
park in Europe with 700 hectares and
the best way to get around the outside
of the park ishiking.

Thereisabikerental conveniently situ-
ated at the park gates and soon we
were fitted with panniers, our saddles
were adjusted and our route marked out
for us on the free maps.

The young guy who helped us was
cheerful and witty and he sent us on
our way to have abig adventure.

Phoenix Park is home to the president
of Ireland inArasan Uachtarain. There
isthe wonderful Dublin Zoo, gardens
and polo grounds, cricket and playing
fields.

The park provides miles of tracks for
runnersand walkersandismuch loved
by Dubliners. Thebike paths are amaz-
ing, flat and wideand | loved the open
space and the wonderful big old trees
mostly broadleaf species such as oak,
ash, lime, beech etc.
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AN AVID gardener, Marie Bruce enjoyed Dublin’s magnificent

botanical gardens,

GRAFTON STREET in the
heart of Dublin is one of the
city’s main shopping streets.
It is mostly only open to pe-
destrian traffic.

We spotted alarge herd of fallow deer,
deer have beeninthe park for hundreds
of years, there is no shortage of
grasslands for them.

Every so often we checked our map,
we didn’t want to get too far off the
beaten track, one could get lost in Phoe-
nix Park.

Hunger and a need for a break veered
usin thedirection of Farmleigh House
which is owned by the state and used
tohousevisiting dignitaries.

Farmleigh Houseisamust seewhenin
Dublin. The houseisopento the public
when not in official use and we were
just intime for one of their free tours.
It was one of the highlights of my trip.

Afterwards we had lunch in the tea-
room sitting outside on a sunny deck
overlooking thepond.

It wasperfect and | couldn’t help think-
ing that there is always somewhere to
eat and drink in Dublin just when you
need a break.

After lunch westrolled around the well
laid out gardens before we headed back
up the other side of the park.

Another day | rented one of the Dublin
bikes — there are racks of them every-
where and cyclists were whizzing
around all over thecity.

| biked along the canal banks and all
over the south side of thecity. You can
leavethe bikes back at any rack in dif-
ferent parts of thecity, | loved the self
lock so it was possible to stop for cof-
feeand pop into ashop without worry-
ing the bike would be gone when you
came out.

Not to be missed for foodiesisthe Fabu-
lous Food Tasting Trail. | booked ahead
and showed up at the appointed meet-
ing on Dawson Street on a Saturday
morning —one of 14 other tourists.

Wewalked through the cobbled streets

around Grafton Street and beyond with
our wonderful guide.

Irishfood isso good and wholesomeit
doesn’t need much adornment.

We sampled several cheeses, smoked
salmon, Powerswhiskey inthe historic
Swan pub, then off for chocolates, raw
oystersand wine, somewhat in that or-
der and finished up in that enticing food
emporium Fallon and Byrne.

| loved the tour but suffice to say my
stomach felt a bit queasy and | didn’t
need food for the rest of the day.

| am a gardening fanatic and | like to
takein afew well known gardenswhen
| visitany city. Thistimearound | man-
aged areturn visit tothe venerable Bo-
tanical Gardenin Glasnevin and high
onmy listwasavisitto Helen Dillon’s
famous garden.

The Dillon garden ison reduced visit-
ing hoursin September, itisin Ranelagh
very closeto the centre of Dublin and
easy to reach on a bus. Helen Dillon
herself showed me around the garden
and pointed out all the changes, ahigh-
light and amust see for any gardener.

Dublin is proudly the Unesco City of
Literature and | recommend the liter-
ary pubtour, itisafun andinformative
introductionto Irishwriters.

The guides are humorous in fact they
aredownright funny. They mention all
the greats from Joyce, Beckett. Shaw
and Wilde etc. There are stops at pubs
along theway and yes, Guinnesstastes
deliciousin Ireland, every pintisaper-
fect pint.

The Dublin City Gallery isapersonal
favouriteof mine, itisfreetothepublic
and houses some amazing works of art
including theforemost collection of Irish
painters like Sean Keating and Jack
Yeatsaswell asaRenoir, Pissarro and
Francis Bacon's messy studio. There
isan excellent coffee shop in the base-
ment.

The hop on and off bus tours is the
best way to get on€e’sbearings, the buses
are all over Dublin and with over 30
stopson thetour it makesit easy to visit
some of the furtherest sites, like
Jameson’'s whiskey and Dublin City
Gallery.

Must see’s when in Dublin are Guin-
ness Brewery and Kilmainham Jail,
however there are more places of in-
terest than time permits so save some
treatsfor thenext timeyou visit because
Ireland will call you back again and
again and Dublin never disappoints.
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A Brief Biography

of St. Patrick

“| arise today
Through a mighty strength,
the invocation of the Trinity,
Through belief in the Threeness,
Through confession
of the Oneness
of the Creator of creation.”
— . Patrick

St. Patrick of Ireland (387 —
461 A.D.) was born in Roman
Britain at Bannaven Taburniae,
and was the son of Calpurnius
(a deacon) and his wife
Conchessa.

Ashesayshimself hewasnot avery
piousyoung man growing up, and one
day when he was about 16, he was
taken captive by pirateswith agreat
number of other people.

He was sold as a slave in Ireland,
and worked for hismaster asashep-
herd. There, he began to turnto God
inhisexile.

As he writes in his Confessions,
“Thelove of God and hisfear grew
inmemoreand more, asdid thefaith,
and my soul wasroused, sothat,ina
singleday, | have said asmany asa
hundred prayers and in the night,
nearly the same. | prayed in the
woods and on the mountain, even
before dawn. | felt no hurt from the
Snow or iceor rain.”

Hewasaslavefor about four years
when he heard a voice in a dream
telling him to make his escape and
that “hisship wasready” and that it
was 200 miles away.

Hefound the ship asdescribedin his
dream, and after severa years, many
adventuresinvolving his pagan sail-

ing companions and being captured
yet again, he managed to reach home
at last.

However, soon afterwards he had a
dream in which (as he himself de-
scribed it), “1 saw aman whose name
was Victoricuscoming asif from Ire-
land with innumerableetters, and he
gave me one of them.

“1 read the beginning of the letter:
‘TheVoiceof thelrish’, and as| was
reading the beginning of the letter |
seemed at that moment to hear the
voice of those who were beside the
forest of Foclut, which is near the
western sea.

“They were crying as if with one
voice: ‘We beg you, holy youth, that
you shall come and shall walk again
among us' . And | wasstung intensely
in my heart so that | could read no
more, and thus | awoke.”

Hestudied for the priesthood, was or-
dained abishop, and wassent to Ire-
land, and arrived there on the Feast
of theAnnunciation, March 25th, 433
at Slane.

For the rest of his life he tirelessly
preached the Gospel to theIrish, con-
verting and baptizing thousands,
founding monasteries and dioceses
and churches, and ordaining priests
and working many miracles.

Heendured countlesstrials, hazarded
hislifeon numerousoccasions, faced
theviolence of the elements, theenvy
of the Druids, the hostility of those
who hated him and Christianity, chains
and imprisonment and a whole host
of otherills.

He died at Downpatrick, Ireland on
March 17, 461 A.D.

NI

to White House for S.

BELFAST —Northern lre-
land’'spolitical leadersare
set tomeet U.S. President
Barack Obama in the
White House to mark St.
Patrick’s Day celebra-
tions.

It will bein marked contrast to
the more muted reception last
year, when the collapse of the
Haass talks soured the atmos-
phere. Now the U.S. adminis-
tration wants to show its sup-
port, particularly for investment
in Northern Ireland.

This year's St. Patrick’s Day cel-
ebrations in Washington DC. will
stretch for nearly a week for Pe-
ter Robinson and Martin
McGuinness.

TheFirst and Deputy First Ministersare
travelling for anumber of appointments
arranged by Invest NI. It will be an op-
portunity for them to takeavictory roll
after concluding the Stormont House
Agreement in December.

It will also be an opportunity for them
to market Northern Ireland on the ba-
sis that corporation tax is going to be
reduced here in two years.

The DUP wants to reduce this tax on
business profitsto 10 percent but Sinn
Fein prefers 12.5 percent — the same
rate as the Republic, where it has led
to amajor influx of investment from
American electronic and drug compa-
nies.

Alll na Sear

EGEND has

it when St.

Patrick in-

troduced
Christianity to Ireland,
some of the old magical
rituals of the past were
abandoned.

This angered the Tuatha Dé
Danann — the pantheon of
Celtic deities — who were
masters of magic.

In protest they used their magi-
cal powersto transform them-
selves into horses and they
galloped to Kilcornan where
they hid for centuries in the
Kilcornan caves(‘the Cavern
of theWild Horses').

rach (Leap
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The Cliffs of Moher are the crowning glory of the Clare coast-
line. Like a viewing platform for prehistoric giants who wish to
peer over the edge of Europe, the cliffs provide an unrivalled
view across the vast boiling wildness of the Atlantic Ocean, a
world unchanged since the pre-Celtic masters of magic, the
Tuatha Dé Danann ruled Ireland.

Many years passed, until oneday seven
foals emerged from the caves.

They were startled by the bright sun-
light and bolted, galloping all alongthe
edge of the cliff.

Eventually, perhapstill dazzled by the
sun, they plunged over theedgeinto the
ocean to their deaths.

The spot where they met their awful
fate is now known as Aill na
Searrach, or the Leap of the Foals.

political leaders welcomed back

Patrick’s Day

PRESIDENT OBAMA is flanked by Peter Robinson and Martin
McGuinness at the White House’s St. Patrick’s celebrations in
2013.
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irish Fub +& @ @+Restaurant

Irish Forks
are Smiling

Lucky for you, it's our St. Fatty's Day Feast!
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WHERE ELSE WOULD YOU WANT TO BE?
The best St. Patrick’s Day Party....

2:30 pm to 5:00 pm - SLOE GIN SIDESHOW
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm - O'CONNOR O’BRIEN IRISH
DANCERS
8:30 pm to late - IRISH WAKERS

Cover Charge - $10

Tons of great prizes will be given out the whole
afternoon/evening

3617 West Broadway
THEWOLFANDHOUND.COM
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Two champion dancers  The Irish Rovers: Cherished
open new Irish dance

school 1n Vancouver

VANCOUVER — RC Kells Academy
of Irish Dancewasfoundedin 2014 by
two champion Irish dancers.

Bronagh Rogan and Emma Cronin
started dancing together at the young
ageof fiveandfell inlovewith dancing
immediately.

The two friends always held a dream
of oneday opening their own school and
their strong friendship, along with alot
of hard work, hasfinally allowed them
to bring that to reality.

Both are world-class dancers and dur-
ing their competitive dancing careers,
they performed locally, nationally and
internationally.

Following thisperiod, both Bronagh and
Emmajoined aprofessional Irish dance
show called Celtic Legends.

Over the course of ayear, they had the
opportunity to tour theworld perform-
ing for audiences in Canada, United
States, France and China.

Upon return from the tour, thetwo de-
cided the time was right to take their
passionfor Irish dancetothenext level,
opening RC KellsAcademy.

The name represents both of them
(Rogan and Cronin), alongwiththerich
history of Ireland (Kells).

The school gives children of all ages
the opportunity to discover positivelife-
changing lessons, experiences, and build
friendships, al whilelearning the art of
Irish dancing.

RC KellsAcademy has created an en-
vironment that meetsthe needs of each
individual dancer, and continuously
builds confidence, self-esteem, andin-
stillsthe excitement, love and passion
that Irish dancing has brought to them.

TWO champion Irish dancers
Bronagh and Emma have
opened the RC Kells Academy
in Vancouver.

DANCERS with RC Kells Acad-
emy at competition.

RC Kells Academy of Irish Dance is
located in Kitsilano (Vancouver), Brit-
ish Columbia and offers beginner
classes on Mondays and Wednesday.s

For moreinformation, e-mail Bronagh
and Emma at RCKellslrishDance
@gmail.com, or visit www.rckellsirish
dance.com.

Ennis secures Fleadh
Cheoll na hElreann 2016

ENNIS, Co. Clare — Clare County
Council haswarmly welcomed the an-
nouncement by the Ardchomhairle of
Comhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann of itsde-
cisionto name Ennis asthe host venue
for the Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann in
2016.

Having narrowly missed out on winning
theright to host the prestigious annual
event in the past four years, Ennishas
been named ahead of Sligo and
Drogheda as the host venue for the
event at aceremony in Dublin earlier
thismonth.

It isanticipated that Fleadh Cheoil na
hEireann will attract an estimated
300,000 visitors to the Clare County
Capital next year.

“Everybody concernedisthrilled by this
decision,” commented Councillor John
Crowe, Cathaoirleach of Clare County
Council.

The Cathaoirleach said potential eco-
nomic spin-offsfor Ennisand County

Clare as aresult of hosting the event
are “considerable, hence the substan-
tial time and effort that has been in-
vested by many organisationsand indi-
vidualsacross Clareto bring the event
here.

“| feel this decision is atribute to the
unrivalled contribution of traditional Irish
music artists and groups throughout
Clare over theyearsto preserving and
promoting aunique part of Irish culture
and heritage,” added the Ennis Mayor,
Councillor Johnny Flynn

Hesaid, “Ennishas not hosted the event
since 1977 and | firmly believethat the
awarding of the Fleadh Cheoil na
hEireannto thetown isthoroughly de-
served, especially considering the fact
that the town has and continuesto host
arangeof cultureand artsfestivalsthat
areof nationa and international renown,
including the Fleadh Nua and the an-
nual EnnisTrad Festival. | am delighted
to have been a member of the Fleadh
Working Group here in Clare for the
past year.”

Celtic mus

VANCOUVER - One §

thing constant in all our
lives is change. Some
change we welcome
gladly...others not so
much. There are some
that leave a lifetime of
happy memories and we
never want to end.

Thismonththelrish Roverswill return
home to celebrate their 50" anniver-
sary and St. Patrick’s Day whilefilm-
ingtheir final DVD —all inthemidst of
their final world tour.

After 50 yearsof recording, touring and
crisscrossing Canada, the United
States, Europe, Ireland, New Zealand
and Australia, the Irish Rovers have
announced planstoretire.

The band has entertained generation-
after-generation of loyal fans at their
rollicking, rousing, and sold out perform-
ances, always leaving their audiences
wanting more.

The Celtic Connection spoke with
GeorgeMillar shortly after heand The
Roversarrived back into British Colum-
bia and before their concert at the
Massey Theatre in New Westminster,
onMarch 13.

I NTERVIEW
BY CATHOLINE BUTLER

Q: George with your final tour com-
ing to completion soon isthere a feel-
ing of relief or a little tinge of sad-
ness?

A: | think sadness, but you know it's
about aging. Asyou get older you just
can’t tour likeyou usedtoinyour twen-
ties, your thirtiesor eveninto your for-
ties.

But we're not completely givingit up.
WEe'll be doing folk festivals, special
eventsand thingslikethat.

We're really just getting off the daily
grind that we've been on for the past
50 yearsand, inmy case, since | was
18yearsold. So, that’swhat’s coming
to an end.

There’'s a big folk festival in Spain
where we have been asked to play, not
this summer but next, and that's the
kind of thing we' relookingto do. With
folk festivalsyou can play ahalf dozen
folk festivalsintwoweeksand | don’'t
mind doing that.

But wewill keep our handsin and still
write songsand put out aCD every 18
monthsor so. [Laughs] You' re not go-
ingto get rid of us quite that easy.

[Laughing] You know, we're awfully
lucky we don’t weigh 110 poundsand
wear spandex at our age. For Celtic
music it's OK to put on afew pounds
with your stomach out over the belt.
We certainly picked the right genre
when we started all those years ago.

Q: What will you miss most when the
tour finally comes to an end?

A: The people. It doesn't matter how
long your day is, or that you weredriv-

THE IRISH ROVERS are currently on their final world tour and
will be home in B.C. to play the Massey Theatre in New West-

minster on March 13.

ing 300 milesjust to get to the next town,
that you' retired and your back is hurt-
ing, assoon asyou get on stage, it'sall
forgotten.

That’syour pride at the end of the day,
and you’'re with the people. It may
sound cliche, but welovethe peopleand
our fans, that’swhat keeps us going.

It'sthat littlejab in the arm when those
lights come on—even though it may be
The Black Velvet Band or The Uni-
corn which we have sung 10 million
times — it doesn’t matter. We're still
enjoying what we're doing and that’s
communicating with the people.

Q: When you started your music ca-
reer, did you ever dreamit would still
be going 50 years later?

A: | never thought it would last thislong.
I was finishing school in Toronto and
playing on weekends for extra money
and making $15 or $20 a night, and |
thought that was great.

Wedidit strictly asalark in those days.
Then my brothersWill and Joe decided
that since people liked what we were
doing, maybewewouldtry it for ayear.

Folk music was very big at the time
around 1963 and 1964, although the
Eagleswerejust hitting the scene, folk
was still pretty big. All these clubsin
the U.S, started booking us, and that’s
basically how it all started.

AN

GEORGE MILLAR relaxing at his home on Vancouver Island.

After each year we would decide to
giveitjust one moreyear and now, af-
ter 50 years, | suppose we're still say-
ing that.

Q: Tell me about the newly released
“The Irish Rovers, 50 Years' triple
CD set?

A: Wedid abit of across-section of all
theyears, | evenlooked at some of the
oldabums.

We have included some of the early
oneslike Jimmy Ferguson singing My
Old Man’s a Dustman, and that was
recorded 40 years ago.

What | really liked was our very first
versions of The Black Velvet Band,
which was on the flip side of the Uni-
cornsingle.

We brought The Black Velvet Band into
the studio and, after the second verse,
we put in the new band.

First you hear my 17-year-old voice
singing and thenyou hear it...well, let's
say when I’ m over 40.

So you hear the two voices, onetaking
over from the other and we fused both
bands together and it sounds a bit
creepy, it makes my hair stand up on
end. You generally have to be dead to
do asolo with yourself. Modern tech-
nology isan amazing thing.

He is looking forward to a break from touring, recording and
crisscrossing Canada, the United States, Europe, Ireland and
New Zealand for over 50 years with The Irish Rovers.
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CELEBRATING OUR 25th ANNIVERSARY

Thanks to all our supporters

both suppliers and customers
in the Celtic Community and beyond

ProCoat Coatings Ltd. is a proud supporter
of the annual Celtic Connection golf tournament
Sunday, September 13, 2015

Pat McCay — Owner

6632 - 90th Avenue S.E.
Calgary, Alberta T2C 2T3

Email: procoatc@telus.net
Tel: (403) 236-0988 Fax: (403) 236-0993
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FRIENDS met up for a relaxing Sunday afernoon and njoyed

to the great entertainment.

NOVENAS

NOVENATO
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary (never
known to fail). O most beautiful flower of
Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendour of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God.
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in this my
necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. O show me herein
you are my Mother, Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee
(three times). Sweet Mother, | place this
cause in your hands (three times). Holy
Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all
roads so that | can attain my goal. You
gave me the Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me. This prayer must be
said for three days, even after the request
is granted and the favour received, it must

be published.
—KLSMC, PMKMC, MJF, DF, ADB, CSKB,
CC, CKB, LC, SLMKR, CTK

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE

Most holy apostle, St. Jude, faithful serv-
ant and friend of Jesus, the Church honors
and invokes you universally, as the patron
of hopeless cases, of things almost de-
spaired of. Pray for me, | am so helpless
and alone. Make use | implore you, of that
particular privilege given to you, to bring
visible and speedy help where help is al-
most despaired of. Come to my assist-
ance in this great need that | may receive
the consolation and help of heaven in all
my necessities, tribulations, and
sufferings, particularly - (Here make your
request) and that | may praise God with
you and all the elect forever. | promise, O
blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this
great favor, to always honor you as my spe-
cial and powerful patron, and to gratefully
encourage devotion to you. Amen

—-PMC, MJF, CB

Publication of this prayer is $25 monthly

(Canadian residents include 5% GST)

Vancouver'’s
finest Cdtic
musicians
played at
our Hooley

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
VANCOUVER - The second an-
nual ‘Hooley for the Connection’
was held on February 15 at the Van-
couver Fan Club.

This was an important fundraiser for
The Celtic Connection and some of
Vancouver’s finest Celtic musicians
generously volunteered their time and
talent to support the paper.

The music was amazing with no less
than eight Celtic groups singing, play-
ing reelsandjigs, and offering up aday
of excellent entertainment. There was
no repetition of material and each group
offered anew, fresh and exciting show.

It wasall topped off with dazzling and
intricate footwork by dancerswith the
Scoil Rince De Danaan, and our ever-
graciousmaster of ceremonies George
McDonnell of the Irish Heritage Soci-
ety of B.C.

From the bottom of our heart, Maura
and | want to thank each and every one
of the performers — you are all truly
champions. Thank you alsoto all those
who came out to support this impor-
tant fundraiser for the paper. We truly
appreciate your presence.

Special thanks also to Waide Luciak,
owner of the Fan Club for once again
providing the venue.

Among the groupswho took part were
Raven and Dovefeaturing Marion and
Martin; Braidwater with Ray and Mary
Fynes, Sloe Gin Sideshow with Michael
Viens and Elegwen O’Maoileoin;
Blackthorn; the Pat Chessell Band;
Killarney; and Roguesand Tinkers.

Some performers not listed on the bill
included George McDonnell who joined
Roguesand Tinkersduring the last set
for a great rendition of The Fields of
Athenry. Bernard Ward was also per-
suaded to perform one of hisfavourite
songs Carrickfergus.

Newfoundlander, Jimmy Cole of the
Rogues and Tinkers finished off the
evening with a rousing set of New-
foundland and Maritimefavourites, be-
cause he said the groups before him al
did the music that he planned to do.

Thank you for
a wonderful
night of music

Dear Editor:

| am writing in regards to the
benefit function in the Fan
Club on February 15, 2015 for
The Celtic Connection.

| would like to thank you for the
wonderful night of music.

It was great to see so many tal-
ented musiciansthat we have here
in the Lower Mainland. However
| was saddened to see the poor
turnout from the Celtic community.

| was very disappointed in the
Celtic community not showing their
support for you when you do so
much to support our community.
Hopefully the next event the Celtic
community can come through.
Bernard Ward
North Vancouver, B.C.

i

BRAIDWATER WITH MARY AND RAY FYNES
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‘| didn’t realise how hard it would be
to copewith thelittle things

DUBLIN —CrosscareMigrant
Project is a project of
Crosscare, the social support
agency of theDublinArchdio-
cese. The Migrant Project
works with people emigrat-
ing and with Irish emigrants
returning home.

Recently, the agency launched a
new website “Mindhowyougo.ie”
to help support others who are
planning to leave Ireland.

Included on the website are accounts
by recent emigrantswho open up about
coping with the loneliness and home-
sicknessthey have experiencedintheir
new environment. They havetold their
storiesto help support others planning
toleavelreland.

The website was launched earlier this
month by Minister for the Diaspora
Jimmy Deenihan at Buswell’sHotel in
Dublin.

Deenihan said, “ It isapleasureto par-
ticipate in the launch of Crosscare’s
new website — Mindhowyougo.ie —
which has been part-funded under the
Emigrant Support Programme.

“This website seeks to assist future
emigrants by providing simple but ef-
fective advice and toolsto deal withthe
inevitablechallenges.

“Thisrangesfrom pre-departure prepa-
rations to early days abroad when the
initial experience may not match expec-
tations.

“For those that are experiencing par-
ticular difficultiesvery practical advice
isprovided on coping mechanisms.

“| believe that both current and future
emigrantswill find it an extremely use-
ful portal to providethetools necessary

Cross fa\care migrant project

“Homesickness could be dismissed
as ‘just a natural reaction’ but
we do urge emigrants to give

gpecial attention to their emotional

and mental health while abroad.....

DO YOU OWN

A PENSION IN THE
UNITED KINGDOM?

Recent changes in pension legislation now allows for a smooth
and tax-efficient transfer of foreign pension assets to Canada.

The Canadian government has recently updated its policy regarding the
transfer of UK-based pensions into the Canadian retirement system.

These changes now provide the most tax-efficient opportunity for
individuals to consolidate their assets into the Canadian retirement
system if they qualify based on certain tax variables.

to navigate the often challenging expe-
rience of emigration.”

The site was devel oped following ex-
tensive consultation with 500 recent
emigrants to establish how they were
coping emotionaly with their new lives.

With guarantees of anonymity, the hon-
est responses paint a picture of sadness
and longing for home that Skype and
socia mediahavenot been ableto over-
come.

Missing family, friends and homewas
the most commonly cited challenge
aong with employment rel ated i ssues
and difficulty making friends.

The website charts seven different
stages of emigration and givesanyone
planning to leave honest, realistic ac-
countsof what to consider before mak-
ing up your mind, before you go and
whenyou arrive.

On apositive note, many recorded their
happiness at meeting many new peo-
ple, and welcomed the bond shared by
emigrants abroad.

From a career perspective, many oth-
ers spoke of how they were in chal-
lenging and rewarding jobs that they
could not havefound at home.

Being away from Ireland’s “binge
drinking culture” was noted by onere-
spondent while another observed the
benefitsof redising “Irelandisn’t at the
centre of the Universe!”

Among the biggest challenges outlined
by emigrantswere long hoursand low
pay, being over qudified for work avail-
able and missing special family occa-
sions at home like birthdays and wed-
dings.

Irish Abroad networking officer with
Crosscare Migrant Project Joe O’ Brien
said, “thevaluethat thiswebsite brings
is the accumulated wisdom of 500 re-
cent Irish emigrants.

“Thereisreally good and practical ad-
vice about what to do before you go
and after you arrive that every intend-
ing emigrant should ook at.

“For those already abroad we would
recommend looking at the section on
homesickness.

“Homesickness could be dismissed as
‘just anatural reaction’ but wedo urge
emigrants to give specia attention to
their emotional and mental healthwhile
abroad and take on board some of the
advice of their peers.”

Global Irish: Irdand’sDi

aspor a

Policy launched thismonth

DUBLIN —The Govern-
ment of Ireland published
the first state commis-
sioned plan for diaspora
policy earlier this month
— a welcome develop-
ment for citizens living
oversess.

Taoiseach Enda Kenny, Ténaiste
Joan Burton, Minister for Foreign
Affairs Charlie Flanagan and Min-
ister of State for Diaspora Affairs
Jimmy Deenihan spoke at the
launch of Global Irish: Ireland’s
Diaspora Policy to acknowledge
the importance of the Irish abroad
to the economy and the nation.

Kenny also acknowledged economic
crisisasamajor factor inthelargenum-
bers of Irish people moving abroad in
recent years, noting that for many it was
not considered amatter of choice.

Political discoursein responseto mass
emigration has often been at oddswith
public sentiment, framing departure as
alifestyle choice, where trendswould
suggestitisactually linked to highyouth
unemployment and austerity cuts.

Asoutlined in the policy document, the
strategy for diasporaengagement over
the coming yearsincludes serious com-
mitmentsto prioritisewelfarefunding
for vulnerable members of the commu-
nity abroad, create a “Global Irish”
onlinehub to open*“ better two-way com-
muni cation with recent emigrants.”

The new hub on the Department of
ForeignAffairswebsitewill providepre-
departureinformation for emigrantson
the most popular destinationsfor Irish
people, with details of Irish organisa-
tionsand networks, and tipsand advice
on settling into anew home abroad.

It will also provideinformation on re-
turning to Ireland, with details of jobs
and training opportunities, housing, edu-
cation, and how to set up your own busi-
ness. Emigrantswill beabletosignup
to an onlineregister to receiveregular
newsletters by e-mail.

A Global Irish MediaFund will be set
up to support mediaoutletsin Ireland
and abroad to tell stories about Irish
emigration and the diaspora, and the
impact of emigration on those | eft be-
hind.

Cultural projectscelebrating Irish sport,
music, dance, language and literature
will continue to be supported through
the ESP, aswill business networks con-

necting Irish professionalsand compa-
niesworldwide.

A fourth Global Irish Economic Forum
will beheldin November.

Following a similar model to the eco-
nomicforum, “ordinary Irish emigrants’
and community leadersoverseaswill be
invitedtothefirst ever Global Irish Civic
Forumin June, which will meet to dis-
cuss the challenges facing the Irish
abroad.

The policy document does not include
acommitment to extend voting rights
to Irish citizens overseas, which
Deenihan had been hopeful of introduc-
ing when he was appointed as minister
last year.

The Constitutional Convention recom-
mended in 2013 that emigrantsbegiven
avotein presidential elections.

Deenihan said that while the issue of
voting rightswas“ of enormousimpor-
tance to many Irish citizensabroad,” it
would be“challenging to introduceand
to manage.”

He said the government had decided it
is“necessary to analyse the full range
of practical and policy issuesthat would
arisein any significant extension of the
franchise, before any decision could be
made on the holding of areferendum.”

Should you integrate your foreign pension into Canada?
Are there risks for leaving it in the UK?
Are there risks moving it to Canada?
What are the advantages of integrating it into Canada?
What variables do you need to consider?
And do you qualify for the new tax-efficient transfer options?

OUR TEAM IS UNIQUE.
BRYN HAMILTON, CFP & CHRISTIAN WHITE, CFP

We specialize in advising individuals on the advantages and
disadvantages of consolidating foreign pension plans to Canada. These
types of transfer require an advance knowledge base of the pension
systems both foreign and domestic. To request a free no-obligation
review of your current foreign pension accounts please contact

Christian White at 604-682-5431 Ext. 4222
Christian.white@investorsgroup.com

The Plan

" Investors
Groupr

Imvestors Group Financial Ssrvices Inc.
Financlal Servicos Firm

® [IAPPY
ST, PATRICK’S DAY

G.B. Nixon & Associates Inc.

Tax CONSULTING
ACCOUNTING & FINANCIAL PLANNING

RALPH MUELLER, B.A.(Econ.), CMA
C.I.C.A. In Depth Tax Course

993 West 8th Avenue

Tel: (604) 737-8122 Ext 24
Fax: (604) 737-7245
Email: ralphm@telus.net
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for 10,000 Canadian working holiday visas

ANCOUVER - With a sluggish eco-
nomic recovery in Ireland and expand-
Ing job opportunities across Canada, the
imminent release of 10,700 two-year
|EC (International Experience Canada) Working Holi-
day visas by the Canadian Government is eagerly
anticipated by thousands of young Irish men and

women.

Last year’s quota of 8,000 open visas
was allocated over two dayswith each
allocation sdlling out within 30 minutes.

“We fully expect each allocation for
2015 to sell out within the hour, so
preparation is crucial,” states
Moving2Canada.com founder Ruairi
Spillane.

“We'vecreated FAQ articlesand online
forumsto help people beready to move
quickly and get their golden ticket. Us-
ing third parties agenciesis|ess com-
mon in recent years. Our goal is to
empower applicantsby providing trans-
parent information for free.”

Western Canada has seen a huge in-
creasein Irishimmigrantsover the past
five yearswith cities such as Vancou-
ver, Calgary and Edmonton now boast-
ing tight-knit Irish communitiesthat are
working hard to support newcomers.

Spillane pointsthat Irishimmigrantsare
finding their way to every corner of
western Canada.

“In September, | spent amonth driving
around Alberta and Northern British

By RUAIRI
SPILLANE

Columbiaand wasamazed to find Irish
people settled in more rural locations
such as Red Deer, Grand Prairie, Fort
St. John, Prince George and Prince
Rupert.

“Likethe Irish immigrants of the Six-
tiesand Seventies, they arequickly re-
alizing that there are huge opportuni-
tiesoutside of themajor cities.”

Despite the downturn in Alberta,
Spillane predicts that western Canada
will remain asought after location.

“Having spent timeinAustraiarecently,
it's evident that there is a clear
slowdown in proposed projects mean-
ing lots of Irish peopleworkingin con-
struction will be looking at upcoming
LNG opportunitiesin British Columbia.

MANY IEC applicants are skilled tradespersons, construction
workers, or engineers looking for a fresh start after experienc-
ing limited opportunities in Ireland.

“2015 lookslikeit could beachalleng-
ing year with low energy prices but
western Canadaisstill agreat placeto
be. It's a case of adapting to a more
competitivejobsmarket.”

The |EC visas allow Irish citizens be-
tween 18-35 years old to travel to
Canada and work for atwo-year term.

The application processisonlinewith
applicants likely to have their visain
hand within 6-8 weeks.

Participation fees for each successful
applicant is EU170 ($250). The visas
have been split into three categories. the
standard working Holiday Visa, asmall
number of internship visasfor third-level
graduates (International Co-op), and
visasfor peoplewho havejob offersin

A leading Irish economist
recalls ‘nasty personal attacks

DUBLIN —Oneof Ireland’smost high-
profile economists was subjected to
personal and nasty attacksover hispro-
phetic warnings about an imminent
banking crash, he hastold aninquiry.

David McWilliams, al'so acolumnist and
broadcaster, said hewasvilified for pre-
dicting and regularly cautioning about a
looming crisisin theyears running up
to the country’s spectacular economic
collapsein 2008.

The former central banker, who con-
tributesto several Irish newspapersas
well as the Financial Times, said he

as"“slapped down” by fellow econo-
mists over his gloomy forecasts and
accused the media of an “undoubted
herd mentality.”

McWilliams said people now are
“swanning around” withtitleslikebank-
ing expert who “ didn’t open their beak”
whilelivinginIreland intherun-up to
thefinancial nosedive.

Senior bank bosses cautioned him about
“dangeroustalk” and hewastold “don’'t
frighten the horses.”

But hetold the Qireachtas (parliament)
Banking Inquiry in Dublin that editors
never “muzzled” him.

McWilliamssaid it was“very hurtful”
when his motives were publicly ques-
tioned and he was upset about hiswife
and mother reading the attackson him
at thetime. “It was very personal and
quite nasty.”

DAVID McWILLIAMS is one of Ireland’s leading economic com-
mentators and was the first economist to identify the Irish boom
as nothing more than a credit bubble, warning of its collapse
and the consequences for the country.

Thebanking inquiry iscurrently hold-
ing amoduleinto early warnings, diver-
gent and contrarian views during the
run-up tothecrisis.

Despite his high profile warnings,
McWilliams said he was never con-
tacted by anyone in power until the
banking meltdown reached boiling point
in September 2008.

“Categorically, not one advisor, not one
minister, not onecivil servant, not one
member of the regulator, nobody,” he
said, when asked who contacted him.

“Inactual fact, | would have beentoxic
to all of them and they would have
avoided melikethe plague.

“All thiswas going on and never once
was | asked my opinion about anything,
by anybody informally or formally.”

But after meeting then Finance Minis-
ter Brian Lenihan during aradio inter-
view on September 6 that year, they
swapped telephone numbers and
Lenihan called to hishomein Killiney,
south Dublin, 11 days|ater.

their areaof qualification (Young Pro-
fessionals).

“Last year, the take up on the 2500
Young Professionals Visas was ex-
tremely low so we expect that it was a
case of not being aware that they could
come to Canada subject to ajob offer.

“ At Moving2Canada Recruitment, we
helped four Irish construction and en-
gineering professiona sfind anemployer,
which meant they could get their two-
year visa despite the main allocation
being sold out.”

Cathy Murphy, executivedirector of the
Irish Canadian Immigration Centre (1/
CAN) based in Toronto, says that the
IEC program is a wonderful opportu-
nity for both Irish emigrantsand Cana-
dians.

“The expanded numbers for the IEC
suggest agreat privilegefor al involved.
We are thrilled that the Canadian and
Irish Governments have been able to
work together onthisinitiativethat ben-

efits both Irish and Canadian youth.”

Since 2011, the Moving2Canadateam
has hel ped tens of thousands of tempo-
rary and permanent migrants to
Canada.

Spillane, originally from Kerry, immi-
grated to Canadain February 2008 and
set up Moving2Canada to help other
Irish people aong the same path.

Moving2Canada.com operates as a
‘one-stop shop’, sharing freeinforma-
tion on everything a migrant needs to
know from the application process to
major cities, how to adapt to the Cana-
dian job market, how and where to set
up home, and how to build aquality so-
cia lifeinafaraway place.

With over 80,000 monthly visitors, the
Moving2Canada team is focused on
making life easier for would-beimmi-
grants.

The' Getting Started Success Program’
guide, available asafree download on
Moving2Canada.com, focuseson help-
ing potential migrantsunderstand what's
required to maketheir Canadian dream
areality.

WhileMoving2Canadaset about build-
ing avast network of international mi-
grantsto Canadanot only from Ireland
but the UK and Australia, Canadian
employers quickly saw value in
leveraging thisnetwork.

Moving2Canadaoperatesarecruitment
agency for the engineering and con-
struction industries and has been plac-
ing skilled candidates in jobs across
western Canadasince July 2012.

Many IEC applicants are skilled
tradespersons, construction workers, or
engineerslooking for afresh start after
experiencing limited opportunitiesin Ire-
land.

Sponsored holidays
for Irish diaspora

DUBLIN — Sponsored holi-
daysfor young third-genera-
tion Irish adults abroad will
beginthisyear, inabidto en-
courage members of the
disaspora to settle here with
their families.

The scheme comes asthe Irish Gov-
ernment also considersspecial tax cuts
to encourage large numbers of work-
ing, Irish-born, emigrants to return
home.

The Coalition announced measuresfor
the diaspora ahead of the St. Patrick’s
Day ministerial exodus.

DiasporaMinister immy Deenihansaid
new 12-day culturetripsfor young adults
of Irish descent would eventually see
several hundred travel to Ireland when
apilot project iscompleted thiscoming
autumn.

Aer Lingus is examining discounted
flightsfor the groups being encouraged
totravel, from asfar afield as Canada,
the United Statesand Australia, he said.

“They’'ll beimmersed in history, culture
and heritage.

“We' re bringing thethird generation to
keep their connectionsto Ireland. Hope-
fully they’ll return to holiday, for col-
lege or with their families.”

Theschemewill be called Fréamhacha
or “Roots’ and begin with apilot project
involving 25 young adultstravelling here
thisautumn.

Deenihan added, “We're speaking to
Aer Lingus about special ratesto keep
travel budgets at acceptable levels. In
the first year we hope to get 100 par-
ticipants, but multiples of this after-
wards.”

The Irish diaspora worldwide is esti-
mated to be around 70 million people,
tensof millions of whom arethought to
bethird generation.

Meanwhile, Foreign Affairs Minister
Charlie Flanagan confirmed thegovern-
ment is considering introducing special
tax incentives to encourage emigrants
to return home.

Itisunderstood the measures could be
announced asearly asnext month, when
the government unveilsits spring eco-
nomic statement.

Flanagan added, “ Therewill bealot for
them to come home to, with full em-
ployment by 2018.”
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New Iron Tracker app will help
people with Hemochromatosis

EREDITARY hemochromatosis, or iron
overload, is an iron metabolism disorder
prevalent in people of Celtic and northern
European descent.

Thedisorder causesthe body to absorb
two to four timesthe normal amount of
iron. Left untreated, the excess iron
builds up in vital organs, tissues and
joints, whereit can cause a number of
debilitating and potentially fatal compli-
cations and diseases.

An estimated 125,000 Canadians have
two copiesof themutated genethat puts
them at risk for hereditary
hemochromatosis.

Over 3.5 million Canadians carry one
copy of the mutated gene; these indi-
viduals are called “carriers.” This
number issignificant becausewhentwo
carriershave children, the offspring are
at risk of having both genes, and thus
at risk for iron overload.

Two Canadian university professorsand
their students have created a mobile
application that will help people with
hemochromatosistrack their ferritin lev-
elsasthey continuethrough their life-
long treatment.

PHOTO: Courtesy
of Mt. Allison University.
DR. ANDREW Hamilto-Wright.

Dr. Gary Grewal, of the University of
Guelph, along with Dr. Andrew Hamil-
ton-Wright, of Mount Allison University,
in partnership with the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society, led the de-
velopment of the Iron Tracker app to
fill aneed for people to monitor their
de-ironing progressand iron levelsdur-
ing their mai ntenance phase.

Grewal, whose mother is Scottish and

father from northern India, was diag-
nosed with hereditary hemochromatosis
in 2010 after feeling extremely ill for
about ayear.

Hissymptomsincluded chronic fatigue
and abdomina pain and swelling. Blood
tests revealed a high level of ferritin.
He was referred to a liver specialist,
who diagnosed him  with
hemochromatosis.

He underwent treatment that involved
regularly scheduled bloodlettings, also
known as phlebotomies.

Hebegan to monitor hisconditionusing
a spreadsheet but later decided to de-
velop an app that could help otherswith
the condition.

“| feltit would be useful to have amo-
bile app to keep track of my progress,”
he says. “I had a sense of my own
wellness.”

“There's nothing out there like this,”
says Grewal of the app, which helps
patients keep track of their bloodwork,
monitor their de-ironing progressusing
a graph, and predict when their next
phlebotomy will be needed.”

The app also helps patients keep track
of their appointments and which arm

Your |rish blood could put you at risk
of several genetic disorders

Come March we are all proud of our
Irish blood. This St. Patrick’s Day
Saintewould likeyou to beabit wary
of it too.

If you are of Celtic heritage, you are at
risk of developing several genetic dis-
orders. Both of these“ Celtic diseases’
arelifethreatening when not treated but
both can be controlled through simple
means.

The first disease is Hereditary
Hemochromatosis (HH) which is
caused by amutation in the HFE gene.
HH causesthebody to over-absorbiron.

The human body hasno way to excrete
excessiron so it stashesit away in the
liver, thejoints, the heart, the pancreas,
thepituitary gland, the skinand the bone
marrow.

During the early yearstheextraironis
used by the body for growth and young
women are able to excrete some of the
excess iron during menstruation and
childbirth.

Asaresultitisusually middle age be-
foredamage from theiron deposits ap-
pear as heart failure, cirrhosis or can-
cer of the liver, or diabetes and other
endocrine problems from pancreatic
damage.

Other symptomsinclude achesinjoints
(especially thefirst two finger joints),
chronic fatigue and weakness, impo-
tence, abdominal pain, leg pain, memory
loss and a bronze pigmentation in the
skin. These symptoms can lead to a
misdiagnosis of fibromyalgia, chronic
fatigue syndrome, irritable bowel syn-
drome, and even dementia.

If you are of Celtic descent and have
been diagnosed with any of the above
disorders or if you have any of these
symptoms, you oweit to yourself to be
tested for HH. The two blood tests to
request are transferrin saturation test
and serum ferritin.

Sometimes a liver biopsy or genetic
tests are necessary for adefinite diag-

SLAINTE — TO YOUR
GOOD HEALTH!

4 By
. MAUREEN
J  KEANE

nosis. Onceyour doctor hasgotten your
iron levels down to normal, the treat-
ment for HH isregular blood draws or
donation.

Next timeyou goto an Irish event, take
alook at the other four peoplesitting at
your table. Chances are at least one of
youisacarrier for HH. When two car-
riershavechildren, thereisaoneinfour
chancethat one child will have HH. Is
that child you?

The second Celtic Disease is Celiac
Disease aka Celiac Sprue.

Thisisprobably more familiar to most
people given the large amount of glu-
ten-free products flooding the market
today.

Most people can safely consume glu-
ten, aprotein found in wheat, rye and
barley and crossbreeds of thesegrains.

Itisnot found naturally inriceand oats.
However, when peoplewith celiac dis-
ease eat gluten, it triggers an
autoimmune reaction that causes the
immune system to destroy thelining of
thesmall intestine.

In effect it strips the intestine of the
microvilli necessary for food to be ab-
sorbed.

Many doctors think of celiac disease
asmainly amalabsorption disorder that
causes symptomsrel ated to mal absorp-
tion such asdiarrhea, nutrient deficien-
ciesand weight loss.

However, aMayo clinic survey discov-
ered that at least half of the celiac pa-
tientsthey questioned had other symp-
tomsnot considered typical.

Half did not havedaily diarrhea. Some
did not have weight loss, some were
overweight, even obese, and many of
the latter lost weight once they were
onagluten-freediet.

Other unexpected symptoms were ab-
dominal pain (often after eating), spe-
cificfood cravings, nauseaand vomit-
ing, lactoseintolerance, and abdominal
bloating.

The treatment for celiac diseaseis not
complicated; gluten must be removed
from the diet. Once gluten isgone the
lining of the small intestinewill regrow.

Your doctor can do asimple blood test
to check for gluten antibodiesin your
blood. Do not start a gluten-free diet
until after you have had your blood
tested.

Thereisone other medical problem that
can be caused by our Irishness and that
isour lovely pale Irish skin. Pale skin
burns easier and is more prone to de-
veloping skin cancers. As aresult, we
plaster ourselveswith sunscreen with-
out redlizing that sunscreen preventsour
skinfrommaking vitaminD.

We already live at a geographic loca-
tion that makesit difficult to get enough
winter sun on our skin to produce suffi-
cient vitamin D. Theresultisavitamin
D deficiency.

Lack of thisvitaminisassociated with
muscleandjoint pain, autoimmunedis-
orders, and some cancers.

The staff here at Sainte (one person
plus a cat) wish you al avery happy
St. Patrick’s Day and reminds you to
drink responsibly.

Maureen Keane MS CN is the author
of 14 books on health and diet and a
member of the Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics. Read her blog at
keanenutrition.com.
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PHOTO: Courtesy of University of Guelph

PROFESSOR Gary Grewal and his student Andrew D’Angelo
show the Iron Tracker app they helped develop.

wasdrawn from during their last phle-
botomy.

Bob Rogers, CEO and Executive Di-
rector for the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society, is excited
about the app.

“There are so many people suffering
from this disorder who aren’t diag-
nosed,” he says.

“Thisapp isone of thetoolswe'll use
to support those who have
hemochromatosis and to propagate

awareness. Gary, Andrew and their
team are making a big difference in
people’slives.”

The Iron Tracker app isfreeto all us-
ers and is available for download
through the Google Play™ Store and
App Store. More information and in-
structions on how to use the app can
be found at www.irontracker.ca.

For information on hereditary
hemochromatosis, visit
www.toomuchiron.ca.

Colour Tec
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S T U D1 O

“Masters in the Art of Colour & Hair Design™

Specializing in Colour Correction

Vdlley Centre Shopping Mall
113-20151 Fraser Hwy, Langley, BC
www.colourtechhairstudio.com

604-533-4441

Are You of

European or
Celtic Ancestry?

If so, YOU are at risk for
Hereditary Hemochromatosis

If you have two or more of the following symptoms that
are otherwise unexplained, contact the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society to inquire about the proper

tests for iron overload.

Chronic fatigue
Loss of body hair

Loss of libido & sex drive;
impotence

Abdominal distension and
discomfort (bloating)

Thyroid problems
Sudden weight loss

Elevated liver enzymes, glucose &
triglyceride levels

Personality changes, mood swings;
anger & depression

Canadian\m
HEMOCHROMATOSIS
S O C | E Y

Société canadienne de I'hémochromatose

Menstrual irregularities, premature
menopalse

Arthritis and joint pain (check knuckles
of thumb, first and second finger}

Chondrocalcinosis
Diabetes (adult onset type 2)

Enlarged liver, liver diseases
including cirrhosis

Bronzing or graying of the skin
Cancers (metastasized from the liver)
Heart arrhythmia, cardiomyopathy

Heart disease; congestive heart failure

Toll Free: 1-877-BAD-IRON
(1-877-223-4766)
office@toomuchiron.ca
www.toomuchiron.ca
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Left of Centre?
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Nowadays, even when poli-
ticiansseemto beirreducibly
in the clutches of one side or
another, circumstances can
change — the party whip gets
to work on them, or they get
elected, and volte-faces are
then al therage.

Occasionally, a whole government is
elected that constitutes adefinite swing.

The Greek right-wing party, Golden
Dawn, whose membersvisited random
attacks on immigrants and rallied to a
Nazi flag, scored only 6.3 percent in
their recent general election.

The story could have been very differ-
ent had the outgoing government not in-
stigated a spate of arrests two years
ago, taking down Golden Dawn'’slead-
ership.

Thefar right in Greece, becauseit was
too far right, devoured itsown children
and very few people take it seriously
today. Good riddance.

The party that triumphed in the Greek
election in January has Europein atail-
spin nonetheless.

That party, Syriza, hashad thetemerity
to say that Greece's EU315 hillion
($357 hillion) national debt isunpayable
for an economy seemingly doomed to
irreversible deflation, and therefore it
will never be paid, so let’s discuss an
alternative settlement like adults.

They arecalled (and smultaneoudy dis-
missed as) left wing for arriving at that
formulation. Hmm.

Could it bethat for Greece, asfor Ire-
land, a profiteering cadre of bankers
hasusurped theworkingsof parliaments
who are controlling national govern-
ments through blackmail and other
forms of pressure?

Could it be that one gentle, or not so
gentle, push to exposetheillegitimate
role that finance plays in governing
Europe now would be enough to cause
ittorelent?

Watching Irish politicians squirm over
the past month hasbeen, if nothing el se,
amusing.

Initially, asthe newly appointed Greek
prime minister was rebuked by
Eurogroup (aconsortium of Eurozone
financeministers), the Irish Government
was content to see Greece’s new leader
as someone who needed to learn the
ropes.

You know, arelatively young idealist
with cavalier views who needs to be
groomed in the ways of theworld.

The criticism against the new Greek
cabinet became personal of course:
what would a cohort of engineers and
professors of economics know about
running acountry incrisis?

The Greek prime minister and hismin-
ister for financekept playing their trump
card —we get anew deal or we are out
of the Eurozone — European leaders
began to reluctantly edge towards the
other side of the table. This left Irish
politiciansinamuddle.

=N Sisoftentheway...
cut when it began. It was easy at the
outset to work out what Left and Right
wing politics meant.

Itwasall very clear

THE VIEW FROM
IRELAND

By
'y MAURICE
‘ FITZPATRICK

If the leaders of strong European
economies (Holland and Germany)
swing towards acceptance of awrite-
down of Greek debt, do we stand with
the Greeks or with their antagonists?

Put it another way, are Irish interests
better served by arguing that we arein
the same boat as the Greeks or in hop-
ing that if someforbearanceisextended
to Greeceit might filter to Ireland even-
tually?

Theanswer isclear, but do not hold your
breath to hear it articulated by our
elected representatives.

Here is our Minister for Agriculture
Simon Coveney, “What we are saying
islet’sberealistic about what ispossi-
ble.

“Ireland like other countrieswill try and
be hel pful aswe can but | think we have
to be firm that the same approach and
the same standards have to apply to
Greece as to every other country that
hasfound themselvesin difficulty over
the last number of years.”

Our current Minister for Finance
Michael Noonan had thisto say: “Our
debtisinavery good position now; it's
affordableand it’'srepayable.”

They both have the 2016 general elec-
tion ontheir minds, but itisclear from
Coveney’sgentlebending that heisless
convinced of the current arrangements
in Europe, and more solicitous of his
future political career, than Noonan.

Coveney is the younger man and he
wantsto have afuturein politics.

Yet, come next year, if Greece has se-
cured asubstantial reductioninitsdebt
through whatever device (bridging loan,
warehousing of debt, federalisation of
debt, Eurobonds or gentleman’s ar-
rangement), practicing politiciansinIre-
land today will be confronted with ac-
cusations from the electorate that they
could have, and should have, secured
similar concessions.

THE 2015 Greek election has resounding implications for Ire-
land. If the Syriza party are successful in securing a write-
down of Greek debt, where does this leave Ireland’s EU214

billion debt obligations?

Their stancestoday will, at that stage,
retreat to that ever amenable touch-
stonepositionin Irish politics, the phrase
and mentality “we are wherewe are.”

The pressure that a write-down of
Greek debt would exert on Irish politi-
cal partiesishighly desirable.

In that scenario, the probable realign-
ment that next year’selectionwill bring
— a coalition of the centrist parties,
FiannaFail and FiannaGael, inabidto
keep Sinn Féin out of power (with
Lucinda Creighton’s new party prop-
ping up the rear, if it can find a name
foritself) —might not bethe biggest news
of theelection.

If Greece advancesout of itsmire, how
will thosevying for votesin Ireland ac-

count for their failure to act as the
Greeksdid?

Thisissuetruly does matter. Ireland’s
debt stands at EU214 billion ($242 bil-
lion). Theill-effectsof that groaning fis-
ca burdenfiltersdown to hospital beds,
to placesin schools, to oppourtunities
for young peopletofind ajob and make
alifeinlreland.

The approach successive Irish Govern-
ments have taken over the past seven
years hasadiplomatic dance: the gov-
ernment played it long, hoped for the
best and assured the electorate that
thereisjust one more hurdle to cross.
Theresults have been dismal.

Greece stalled as well, but now it has
found a government that is willing to
make demands. Can Ireland do the
same?

Sormont Agreement bringsrenewed hope
for iIngght into Dubl INn/M onaghan bombings

DUBLIN — The Stormont
House Agreement signed in
December 2014 between the

Northern Ireland political par- §
ties with the support of the

British and Irish Governments
brings renewed hopeto learn

more about those killed dur- F=*

ing the Troubles.

An Independent Commission on
Information Retrieval (ICIR) will
allow perpetrators, or others, with
knowledge of killings during the

Troubles to give the commission &

information on the basis of limited
immunity from prosecution.

Sean Sherlock, minister of state at the
Department of Foreign Affairs, said, “I
am optimistic by nature and | hope that
we can make some progress on these
issues.”

Sherlock, who has responsibility for
North/South co-operation, addressed
parliamentariansat the British/Irish Par-
liamentary Assembly in Dublin.

“On Dublin/Monaghan we hope that
through the Stormont House Agreement,
the creation of the Independent Com-
mission on Information Retrieval
(ICIR), we hope that through that proc-
ess—it will require legislation and we
are committed to that — this may pro-
vide some sort of an avenueinrelation
to these matters.

“Also there needs to be amechanism, |
think the ICIR provides some mecha-
nism, where we can try to make

THIRTY-THREE PEOPLE were killed and almost 300 people were injured when the bombs
exploded without warning in 1974.

progress on alot of these outstanding
issues.”

Thirty-three people, including a full-
term pregnant woman, werekilled and
almost 300 people wereinjured in the
Republic of Ireland during a co-
ordinated series of car bomb attackson
the evening of May 17, 1974.

Three bombs were planted in Dublin
city centre and one in Monaghan and
no warning wasgiven.

Thedeathswerethebiggest lossof life

inoneday inthe Troubles. Most of the
victims were young women, although
the ages of the dead ranged from five
monthsto 80 years.

Nobody hasever been charged in con-
nection with the attacks and aspects of
the circumstances leading up to the
bombing remain controversial.

The Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), a
loyalist paramilitary group from North-
ern Ireland, claimed responsibility for
thebombingsin 1993.

Relatives allege that the UVF carried
out the attacks with the knowledge and
assistance of elements of British secu-
rity and intelligence servicesin North-
ern Ireland.

Anlrish Government inquiry led by Jus-
tice Henry Barronin 2003 was hindered
by the British Government’srefusal to
release key documents.

Thevictims' families and others have
continued to campaign for the British
Government to release these docu-
ments.
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Passenger

planesdodged

Russan bomber s off thelrish coad

DUBLIN — Passenger jets had to
dodge two Russian bombers that
had “cloaked” their presence dur-
ing anincursioninto Irish airspace,
according to mediareports.

Aninvestigation by the Irish Examiner
found that two Tu-95 bombersflew just
40 kilometres off the coast of Ireland,
and crossed through civilian airlinetraf-
ficlanes February 18.

As aresult, planes carrying hundreds
of passengers had to be diverted or de-
layedto avoid apotentia collisionwith
the bombers.

At thetime, the UK scrambled fighter
jetstointercept and escort thetwo Rus-
sian military aircraft flying closeto the
British coastline.

Royal Air Force Typhoons operating
under North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion command were deployed from an
air base at Coningsby in eastern Eng-
land, the UK Ministry of Defence said.

The Russian planes were escorted un-
til they were out of the UK areaof in-

terest, according tothe MoD statement.

Now, the Irish Examiner has reveal ed
that the Tu-95 bombers entered Irish
airspace with their transpondersturned
off, and disrupted commercia flight traf-
fic before they were escorted back to
international airspace.

Thiswasthesecondincursioninto Irish
airspace.

ThelAA saiditsair traffic controllers
were notified by British counterparts
that they needed to take action to en-
surethe safety of commercial aircraft,
because yet again the Russian bomb-
ers had entered Irish area of airspace
control with their transponders turned
off.

The aircraft could have flown into the
path of the bomberswhich were by that
timein British-controlled airspace.

ThelAA aso confirmed that “asapre-
cautionary measure to ensure safety
was maintained, the routing of one en
route aircraft was changed to ensure
that itstrack was sufficiently separated
from thetrack of thetwo Russian mili-

tary aircraft.”

Thefirst Russian incursion into Irish-
controlled airspace was 88 kilometres
off the coast. The second was much
closer, just 19 kilometres outside Irish
sovereign airspace and the incursion
|asted four hours.

In both cases, the bombers travelled
toward British airspace, where they
were met by RAF Typhoon jets.

Defence Minister Simon Coveney said
the government “was clearly not
happy” that Ireland was not told that
Russian bomberswere approaching on
Irish airspace with their transponders
turned off again.

However, he added, “1’d be surprised
if it was a Russian tactic to upset Ire-
land, and the IAA managed the inci-
dent safely and effectively.”

It is believed that the Russians were
testing British air defensesand sending
amessage to London that they did not
want any political interferencein their
internal affairsor in Ukraine.

Cornwall? Can you say
Cdtic fluffy dippers

LONDON —Greetings! In Londonthe
newsisdominated by more, sad, seedy
shenanigans of our paliticians.

On this occasion two ex-government
ministers, Sir Malcom Rifkin, the ex-
Conservative Foreign Secretary and
Jack Straw the ex-Labour Home and
Foreign Secretary have been caught
dipping their greedy snouts in the
trough.

They weresecretly filmed offering their
servicesto aprivate firm for cash.

The familiar protest that they had not
broken any parliamentary rules does
nothing to diminish the sense of betrayal
that the public feels and reignited the
debate about whether members of par-
liament should take on any outside
work.

With agenera electioninMay, itisdif-
ficult tofind anyoneto votefor that one
feelshasany integrity.

Still, no more of this depressing non-
sense becausetoday isMarch thefirst.
Saint David’'sDay. Winter isonitsway
out and daffodils have appeared to her-
ald thearrival of spring.

Apparently daffodils are dangerous.

Supermarketsacross Britain have been
asked by health officials to keep daf-
fodils away from food areas because
they are poisonous and some non-Eng-
lish speaking customers have mistaken
them for akind of spring onion or Chi-
nese vegetable.

If eaten they can makeyouill, causing
abdominal pain, diarrhoea, eczemaand
vomiting, but if worn on the lapel on
March 1 they can make you happy be-
cause it means you are Welsh.

Last week | toured Cornwall, the Celtic
part of England.

Cornwall hasamajestic, rugged coast-
line. Its beautiful beaches and fishing
coves and wonderful natural light at-
tracts paintersfrom all over theworld,
anditisreputed to have the mildest cli-
matein Britain.

| don't think it isthe driest part of the

POSTCARD
FROM LONDON

country, but the rain is definitely
warmer. Bob Hope once said that if you
do not likethe British climatejust wait
a minute and that was borne out in
Cornwall where we enjoyed torrential
rain, snow, high winds, and warm sunny
spellsinthe matter of hours.

The Cornish cantracetheir rootsto the
ancient Britons dating back beforethe
Roman conquest and shared the
Brythonic language with the Wel sh, but
today oneof themain attractionsissurf-
ing.

Newquay isthe surfing capital of Brit-
ain. | am not asurfer and | had no in-
terest in the amusement arcades, bet-
ting shops and surfing emporiumsthat
disappointingly seem to make up
Newquay’'s main street.

| visited the factory shop of acompany
called Celtic & Co. They manufacture
sheepskin boots and slippersand | was
fortunate enough to meet the owners
Nick and Kath Whitworth and hear their
story.

Asateenager Nick had joined the Royal
Air Force, and trained to be afitter. He
was sent to abase near Newquay, where
he met local girl Kath, at adance, and
they fell inlove.

On hearing that hewasto betransferred
to Germany, Nick madethedecisionto
leavetheR.A.Fandtry tofindwork in
Cornwall.

One evening he saw an advertisement

in the local paper which read “ Sheep-
skin Boot Factory for Sale.”

Despite having no experience in the
commercia world, they decided to pool
their savings and buy the company for
the princely sum of £15,000.

The company wascalled “ The Original
Ugg Company” and the vendor gave
them four hourstuition on how to make
the bootsand left themtoit.

In the early days Nick worked on his
own in the factory manufacturing the
boots by day while Kath kept her job
asasecretary to help make ends meet.

Most evenings they worked together,
but according to Nick they werereally
struggling to keep the company going.

Oneday they received aletter froman
Australian company offering them a
great deal of money for thename UGG

They accepted the offer and used the
money to begin production of sheepskin
boots and slipperson amajor scale.

Twenty-five years since their adven-
ture began Nick and Kath still work to-
gether, but now the company sends out
over two million cataloguesinthe UK,
and has a turnover of £10 million per
year.

Their range of products has expanded
and the catalogues offer Sheepskin
coats and beautiful clothing which,
wherever possible, ismanufacturedin
theBritish Isles.

They have sent their products all over
the world, but are now looking to ex-
pand into export markets.

They told me that they were just back
from Japan, wherethereisgreat inter-
estintheir products, solook out for them
because they now have an American
website.

Up until now Cornwall has been famous

for itsbeauty, tin mines, clotted cream

and pasties, but who knows, inyearsto

come people might think Cornwall?Ah
yes, Celtic fluffy dlippers.

All for now,

Kind regards, Elfan.

* Complete Mechanical Contracting™

Locations in: British Columbia * Alberta * Saskatchewan * California
Call us at: (604) 278-3553 or visit our website at: www.wkellyandsons.com
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< Alternative

(L.A.C. Courier Div. of 387164 B.C. Ltd.)

Guaranteed Economical Overnight
Delivery Service For Barristers and
Solicitors Throughout the Lower Mainland
* Delivery within 2 days to Victoria.
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Vancouver to Seattle &
SeaTac Airport,

There and back! Quick and Easy!
For Reservations call:

604-940-4428

FAIRFIELD INN BY MARRIOTT

192631 International Bivd.

Sealac WA 98188
1-206-824-9909
Includes Continental Breakfast

FOR HOTEL & BUS PACKAGES IN
VANCOUVER OR SEATTLE
CALL: 604-940-4428




XAl Www.celtic-connection.com

WwWoRMING FORN

AFFINMATION

MARCH 2015

CHUNECHES

:I.ilLIllanrlh omo

CHANGIRGATT

[y

GAY rights campaigners have hailed the announcement of a
vote by Irish citizens whether to allow same sex-marriage.

Irdland to vote thisMay

whether
same-sex

DUBLIN - Irish voters will
decide this May whether to
allow same-sex marriage.

The vote comes as Northern Ire-
land remainsthe only regioninthe
UK to not allow same-sex mar-
riage.

The wording of the proposed reform
was agreed by government ministersat
aspecial cabinet meeting with Justice
Minister Frances Fitzgerald saying vot-
ers were being given an option of re-
movingimpedimentsto marriagefor gay
people.

“Theissueisoneof equality, marriage
equality. It isabout removing the barri-
ers which deny some couples the
chance of marrying and of having rela-
tionshipsthat are constitutionally pro-
tected,” she said.

“The question iswhether or not anew
category of couples can have an equal
right to marrying and to enjoying the
protection of marriage afforded by the
Congtitution.”

“Ultimately it isfor the people of Ire-
land to decide. | hope we can have a
constructive and respectful debate
which will help to inform and engage
citizenson thisimportant issue.”

If the proposal is passed it will be the
34th amendment to the Constitution.

to allow
marriage

It says, “Marriage may be contracted

in accordance with law by two persons
without distinction asto their sex.”

Gay peopleinIreland can currently only
enter into civil partnership rather than
afull marriage commitment.

The announcement of the wording for
the referendum comes after Health
Minister Leo Varadkar becamethefirst
openly gay minister inan Irish Govern-
ment.

Inan RTE Radiointerview inwhich he
discussed his sexuality, Varadkar said
he wanted it to be clear that he had no
hidden agendas during the referendum
campaign.

Gay rights campaigners hailed the an-
nouncement as historic.

Chair of the Gay and L esbian Equality
Network Kieran Rose said the refer-
endum was about moving astep closer
to full inclusion for gay peoplein the
Condtitution.

Ireland decriminalised homosexual acts
in 1993 following a campaign spear-
headed by Senator David Norris and
backed by high profilefiguresincluding
former presidentsMary McAleeseand
Mary Robinson.

Civil partnerships—weddingsinvolving
same-sex partners in front of aregis-
trar office —hhave been taking placein
Ireland since the start of 2011.

FREE SERVICES
AVAILABLE

person’s religious, social or economic
background.

opportunities, limited immigrant legal
assistance, advocacy and support in

abuse, family crises, senior issues,
poverty, etc.

to Irish people in need, regardless of the

Consultation and referrals, networking

handling drug, alcohal, child or spousal

Call toll-free 877-517-3559 or email info@irishseattle.com
P.0O. Box 75123, Seattle, WA 98175

www.irishseattle.com

SEATTLE IRISH WEEK FESTIVAL 2015

‘ THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2015 ‘

MATT TALBOT DINNER, 6 PM, F X McRORY'S, 319
Occidental Ave S. — A fund-raiser for the Matt Talbot
Center (www.mtcenter.org), Seattle’s downtown program
for the homeless. For information and reservations, call
(206) 256-9865.

\ FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2015 \

ST. PATRICK’S DAY MASS FOR PEACE, 10 AM, ST.
PATRICK’S CHURCH, 2702 Broadway E (Roanoke & I-
5), Seattle — The celebrant is Seattle Archbishop Peter
Sartain assisted by priests of the Archdiocese. For de-
tails, call (425) 290-7839.

MAYOR'’S IRISH WEEK PROCLAMATION/ IRISH SEN-

IORS’ LUNCHEON, F X McCRORY’S, NOON - Proclama- :

tions of Irish Week 2015 are issued by Seattle Mayor Ed
Murray, with special guests including the Mayor of Gal-
way Donal Lyons and the St. Patrick’s Day parade Hon-
orary Grand Marshals, Danny and Cathryn Quinn, along
with other local dignitaries.

This is also the annual St. Patrick's Day luncheon for
Irish seniors and their spouses or significant others. For
more information, call (206) 361-1713.

ST. PATRICK’S LANDING at Lake Union, 6 PM — St.
Patrick was originally brought to Ireland by pirates around
400 AD. Over 1,600 years later, Seattle’s Pirates of the
Emerald Isle will bring him back to the Emerald City, drop-
ping him off at South Lake Union (near MOHAI) at 6 PM.

Not exactly trusting the pirates, St. Patrick is bringing
along his bodyguard U.S. National Boxing Champion
Queen Underwood. All are welcome to join the fun by
climbing on board the Ride the Ducks’ boat at F X
McRory’s at 5 pm for the trip to South Lake Union.

The Ducks boat will bring everyone back to McRory’s by
6:30 PM for the Green Stripe Laying. No admission fee
and kids are welcome. For more information, call (206)
548-9859.

GREEN STRIPE LAYING ON 4THAVE, 7 PM —Thisisa
mini-parade to mark the route of the St. Patrick’'s Day
parade down the center of 4th Avenue, starting from
Jefferson Street at 7 PM.

There is no charge to participate and all are welcome
aboard the flat-bed truck at F X McRory’s at 6:30 PM!
Free and children are welcome. For more information,
call (206) 548-9859.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2015

IRISH FLAG-RAISING, 12:20 PM — The parade Grand
Marshals and other dignitaries will raise the Irish Tricolor
in front of the King-County Administration Building, fol-
lowed by the playing of the Irish and U.S. national an-
thems.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE, ON 4TH AVE, 12:30 PM
— At 12:30 PM, the St. Patrick’s Day parade Grand Mar-
shal and the honorary parade Grand Marshals lead
Seattle’s 42nd annual St. Patrick's Day parade up 4th
Avenue.

The parade travels north from Jefferson, and after pass-
ing the reviewing stand at Westlake, goes via the Mono-
rail to the Seattle Center for closing ceremonies at the
Irish Festival in the Armory at 2:30 PM. For more infor-
mation, call (206) 412-2960.

GRAND MARSHAL - Seattle Mayor Ed Murray will be
the Grand Marshal of Seattle’s 2015 St. Patrick’'s Day
parade.

Mayor Murray has strong ties to Seattle’s Irish commu-
nity and to Ireland. He is a member of several local Irish
organizations and just last September led a Seattle Sis-
ter City delegation to Galway.

As a State Senator for 18 years in Olympia before be-
coming mayor, he opened doors in the state capitol for
Irish Government officials and for dignitaries from Gal-
way, made arrangements on numerous occasions for
meetings with the Governor, the Attorney General and
others.

He has visited Ireland about 15 times and even lived in
Ireland for a year in 1974. He has participated in busi-
ness missions from the Seattle area to Dublin, Belfast,
Derry and Galway.

DONAL LYONS, the Mayor of Galway, will be
marching in Seattle’s St. Patrick’s Day parade
on March 14 and participating in the various
other events that weekend celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day in Seattle.

With his four grandparents all born in Ireland, Murray is
Seattle’s most Irish mayor since John Collins, a native of
Co. Cavan, served as Seattle mayor in 1873!

IRISHWEEK FESTIVAL, SEATTLE CENTER'S ARMORY,
Saturday Noon - 6 PM, Sunday 10 AM - 6 PM (8 hours)
— The weekend festival on Saturday and Sunday at the
Seattle Center’'s Armory (formerly Center House), with
booths selling Irish and Celtic products, Irish food and
libations, Irish music, singing, dancing, the Irish Reels
Film Festival, workshops, lectures, cultural displays, an
Irish art exhibit, children’s contests and activities, etc.

On Sunday afternoon, there’s a drawing for free round-
trip tickets to Ireland, courtesy of Tangerine Travel in
Redmond. For more detailed information, call (253) 237-
2811.

COCKTAIL RECEPTION FOR THE MAYOR OF GALWAY,
5-7 PM — Chandler’s Crabhouse, 901 Fairview Ave N,
Seattle (South Lake Union). Organized by Irish Network
Seattle, the visitors from Seattle’s Sister City of Galway
are hosted at a reception that is co-sponsored by the
Seattle Galway Sister City Association. No admission
charge.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2015

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DASH, 8:30 AM, Seattle Center —
This four-mile fun run is in its 31% year — a family event
with something for everyone. Expect 14,000 runners and
there is no race-day registration. For registration and
more information, visit: stpatsdash.com.

IRISH COMMUNITY HAPPY HOUR, Seattle,5 PM—The
St. Patrick’'s Day Happy Hour runs from 5-7 PM at the
Harbor Club. Join the Friends of St. Patrick, Irish Net-
work Seattle, the Seattle Gaels and the Irish Heritage
Club.

Tickets are $30 per person which includes free parking,
two free drinks and hors d’oeuvres. Irish music,
stepdancing, bagpipers, silent auction, and more. Busi-
ness attire please! For details, call (425) 821-3044, or
visit fosp.org.

FRIENDS OF ST. PATRICK BANQUET, Seattle, 6:30 PM
— Black-tie optional dinner and dance, the 75th annual
dinner of the Society of the Friends of St. Patrick, is be-
ing held at the Knights of Columbus Banquet Room, 722
E Union, Seattle.

Tickets are $100 per person, and include parking. The
Friends have been an institution in Seattle since 1941.
For details, visit fosp.org, or contact (425) 821-3044.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2015

IRISH GENEALOGY WORKSHOP, 13047 Greenwood
Ave N, Seattle, 9-5 PM — Luther Memorial Lutheran
Church Hall, 13047 Greenwood Ave N, Seattle (#5 Bus
line).

A full day of Irish Genealogical Research classes con-
ducted by regional specialists Eva Doherty Gremmert,
Ann Moloney Lamb, Steven W. Morrison, and Jean A.
Roth. For reservations and more details, call (206) 782-
2629.

IRISH WEEK INFORMATION: IRISHWEEK.ORG
or 253-237-2811
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SEATTLE IRISH NEWS

PASSINGS
¢ Kathleen Fahlbeck (72), a native
of Co. Leitrim, died in Tacoma on Feb-
ruary 21.

¢ John Sanford Hopper (53), a
Seattleite who was general manager
at Microsoft Ireland back in the early
days, died on February 19 in Croatia.

* Betty Smith (83), the daughter of
Irish immigrants and longtime office
manager at Bellarmine Prep, died in
Tacoma on February 12.

CONGRATULATIONS — Among the
people honored in New York recently
at the Irish Echo’s 40 Under 40
awards dinner were Seattleites Aoife
Blake and Matthew O’Toole.

The dinner celebrated Irish and Irish
Americans across the U.S. who have
distinguished themselves in their re-
spective fields of work before reach-
ing the age of 40, and Aoife and
Matthew are the first two honorees
from Seattle.

Aoife is a native of Dublin who emi-
grated to Seattle in 2012 after gradu-
ating from UCD with a Masters De-
gree in Regional and Urban Plan-
ning.

She works as an assistant planner
with the City of Kirkland while in her
spare time is an Irish Network Seattle
board member and is a member of
the Seattle Gaels.

Matthew is a native of Galway who
graduated in 2004 from NUI, Galway
with a Masters Degree in Accounting
and worked with Price Waterhouse
Coopers in Dublin.

In 2008 Matthew joined Microsoft, Ire-
land and in 2012 transferred to
Microsoft in Redmond where he is a
senior finance manager. He is also
an Irish Network Seattle board mem-
ber and a member of the Seattle
Gaels.

IRELAND CONNECTIONS —Accord-
ing to the Washington Council on In-
ternational Trade, Ireland is the third
largest destination for Washington
state services exports, which may
reflectits role as a key European hub
for Microsoft.

Visitors from Europe, many of whom
are from Ireland, account for a third
of Washington state’s foreign visitors.
The top 10 markets receiving Wash-
ington manufacturing exports also
has Ireland listed at #10.

By
JOHN
KEANE

IRISH NETWORK Seattle’s
Aoife Blake was recently
honored in New York at The
Irish Echo’s 40 Under 40
Awards dinner.

IRISH NETWORK Seattle’s
Matthew O’Toole was recently
honored in New York at The
Irish Echo’s 40 Under 40
Awards dinner.

IRISH GAELIC — A class in Simple
Irish is being offered at Bellevue
College Continuing Education for the
first time. The class is most suited
for students with no or a little Irish.
No exams or worries, only good craic.
They will be using Buntls Cainte, part
1 as the text.

Registration is now open and the
class begins April 6 for nine Mon-

SEATTLE MAYOR Ed Murray will be the Grand Marshal of
Seattle’s St. Patrick’s Day parade on March 14. He will also
attend the Proclamation Luncheon, the Irish Festival and the
Friends of St. Patrick Banquet.

days. For more information call (425)
564-2263.

IRISH MUSIC WEEK — Registration
is open for Cascadia Irish Music
Week from July 19-25, at The Ever-
green State College, Olympia.

This year’s teachers include:
Angelina Carberry — tenor banjo,
tenor guitar, mandolin; Antoin
MacGabhann — fiddle; Josephine
Marsh — button accordion; Caitlin Nic
Gabhann — anglo concertina; Sean
Gavin — flute; Josh Dukes — guitar

IRISH FIDDLER Antoin

Pace 29

MacGabhann, ‘The Master Musman of

Mullahoran’ who will be one of the teachers at the Irish Music
Week in Olympia from July 19-25.

accompaniment; Miray Campbell —
intro whistle and flute; Randy Vic —
intro fiddle; and Randal Bays — ear
training for trad musicians.

Full details about the week can be
found at www.cascadiairish.org.

MISCELLANEOUS

« Seattle’s next Irish Book Club meet-
ing is Tuesday, March 24. For de-
tails, e-mail: hudit@comcast.net.

¢ The Emerald City Feis dates an-

Celebrating our 36th
Seattle Irish Week

Occidental Ave S & S King St » Seattle 206 623-4800

Sing Oance 6C Celetrace
On St. Pacricks Oy

Irish Favorites
Guinness & Harp
Corned Beef & Cabbage
Irish Stew

No Cover Charge

nounced is again at the Washington
State Convention Center at Conven-
tion Place on April 18 and 19.

¢ You're invited to join the Irish choir
which will be singing at the St.

; S Q. 5. n &
Patrick’s Day Mass and again in Oc- Mon - Sat 11-5 - Sun 12-5
tober for the Mass in Gaelic. Con- * Swealers, capes, scarves & hats from Ireland & Scotland
tact miriamjdoyle@gmail.com. = Irish dance ghillies. hard shoes & poodle socks
» Check out the Irish community cal- ¢ Claddagh & Celtic jewelry, Belleek china, Galway crystal
endar on the Irish Heritage Club’s * CDs. music books & DVDs: books in English & Gaelic

website at www.irishclub.org.

MULT!I ANNIVERSARIES — March
2015 sees the 75" anniversary of the
Friends of St. Patrick in Seattle; the

7518 15th Ave. NW,

Travadlaithe na Saillimnhe

* Bewley's, Barry’s & Lyons teas. & varnious [ood items

www.galwaytraders.com

ALWAY TRADER(

Seattle. WA 98117 / (206) 784-9343

45" anniversary of the St. Patrick’s

Day parade in Seattle; the 35" an-
niversary of the Irish Festival at the
Seattle Center; the 31 anniversary
of the St. Patrick’s Day Dash; and the
29" anniversary of the signing of the
Seattle Galway Sister City Agree-
ment, an event that is marked by a

gy M3 Wher,
0“:

New WEST‘

visit to Seattle by the Mayor of Gal- 9 ed

way, Donal Lyons. € Gypsum R

However and whatever you celebrate Documentation for LEED
y certification i

during Irish Week 2015, we hope you
have a wonderful St. Patrick’'s Day.
Beannachtai na Féile Padraig.
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available! i

Whether you call it Drywall,
Gypsum Wallboard or Sheetrock,
its all 100% recyclable to us!

“A product designed for your safety and made to be
infinitely recycled into pew gvpsum wallboard!
A true closed-loop product”

Now accepting New and Used gypsim @Kent, WA

SUBSCRIBE |
TODAY!

Subscription Rates:
Canada......$35/year
U.S......§50/year
oOverseas......5$95 /year

Name:
Address:

City:

Prov/State:
Postal/Zip:

Country:

PLEASE RETURN
COMPLETED FORM
with your cheque or M.O.
to: The Celtic Connection
#4522 - 4111 Hastings Sireet,
Burnaby, B.C. V5C 6T7
CANADA
To pay by VISA
or Master Card, call
(6G04) 434-3747
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THE GROUP OF SIX enjoying post-dinner in the Red Dragon
— (clockwise) Billy Parker (Tramor), Angela Smith (secretary),
Matthew Parry, Don Smith (executive members), Kevin King
(Tramor), and John Good (Tramor leader).

S. David’s Day
at the Cambrian Hall

By EIFION WILLIAMS
VANCOUVER - This year’s St.
David’'s Day dinner at the Cambrian
Hall featured the traditional music of
Tramor led by John Good from Phoe-
nix, Arizona, ably assisted by mandolin
virtuoso Billy Parker and percussionist
KevinKing.

The Céltic trio entertained an enthusi-
astic audience before and after dinner
with avariety of musical numbers, in-
cluding traditional Welsh folk music,
bluegrass and Wel sh pipe music.

John Good iswell-knownin hisnative
Wales and throughout the U.S. west,
south and midwest as a multi-instru-
mentalist, Welsh piper, singer/song-
writer, storyteller and poet.

He is a veteran of many Celtic festi-
vals and concerts, including the 2014
North American Festival of Walesin
Minneapolis. Heisalso president of the
ArizonaWelsh Society.

Tramor was introduced by Welsh So-
ciety president David Llewelyn
Williams, who acted as master of cer-
emoniesfor theevening’sprogram. Fol-
lowing the dinner, David introduced
several speakers to present the tradi-
tional St. David's Day greetings and
toasts.

Welsh Society secretary Angela Smith
read out alist of Welsh societiesfrom
across the world that had sent greet-
ingsto the Vancouver Society thisyear,
including many from Canada, the U.S.
and Australia, and also including the
Welsh Society of Singapore.

Angela also read out a message from
Carwyn Jones, the First Minister of
Wales, who highlighted the ways in
which Wales had beenin the newsover
the past year. Last September, thelarg-
est gathering of heads of government
ever to take place on British soil came
to Newport for aNATO summit.

Waleswas also very much in the news
inmany partsof theworld last year due
to the cel ebration of the 100" anniver-
sary of the birth of Dylan Thomas. And
this year there will be many celebra-
tionsof the 150" anniversary of thear-
rival of Welsh settlersin Patagoniaon
board the Mimosa.

Thefirst minister also mentioned some
memorable Welsh achievementsin the
sporting world, including winning 36
medalsin last year’s Commonwealth
Games. Wales also held some major
sporting events such as golf’s Ryder
Cup, international test cricket and Ol-
ympic Games soccer competitions.

Perhaps of greater significance isthe
fact that visitors to Wales rose by 14
percent in thefirst nine months of last
year and the country boasted its best

PRESIDENT David Llewelyn
Williams was presented with
greetings from Ottawa by Don
Davies MP.

WELSH SOCIETY secretary
Angela Smith reading greetings
from kindred societies.

inward foreign investment figuresin 25
years.

Thisyear’sguests of honour were Don
Davies, Member of Parliament for Van-
couver-Kingsway, and hiswife Sheryl
Palm. Davies presented the Toast to
Canada and spoke of his own Welsh
heritage and of thelarge number of eth-
nic groups residing in Vancouver-
Kingsway.

The Toast to St. David was presented
by Antone Minard in Welsh and Nerys
Haqgin English, intheform of Prayers
to St. David.

The Toast to Waleswas given by Eifion
Williams who described some of the
changes Wal es has undergone over the
past 50 years.

At theend of the evening, whilethank-
ing al theevening's performersand pre-
senters, David Llewelyn Williams also
expressed the Society’sgratitudeto the
social committee, to treasurer Gaynor
Evans, and to al those members who
had worked to make the evening asuc-
cess.

Asusual, arousing round of applause
wasgiven to Tim Jordan of Jordan’sIn-
ternational Food Designsfor providing
the deliciousdinner.

Bitter memories 30 years after
the end of Wdash coal miners drike

CARDIFF-Bitter memories
endure of a year-long strike
which saw Welsh miners re-
turn to work on March 3,
1985.

Thestrike ended following aNa-
tional Union of Mineworkers vote
toreturntowork. It wasadefining
moment in Britishindustrial rela-
tions, and its defeat significantly
weakened the British trade union
movement.

The strike united communities but dev-
astated the coal industry and changed
hundreds of Welsh communities for-
ever.

It wasalso seen asamajor political vic-
tory for British PrimeMinister Margaret
Thatcher and the Conservative Party.

Between 1979 and 1981, two million
manufacturing jobs were lost which
some ascribe to Thatcher’s hardline
policies. Othersseeit astheinevitable
result of decades of nationalization of
unproductive industries in the face of

rising competition from lower cost pro-
ducers.

Following anarrowly averted strikein
1981, the government announced on
March 6, 1984 itsintention to close 20
coal mines.

Masswalk-outs and strikes began fol -
lowing thisrevelationin March, includ-
ing the widely reported Battle of
Orgreave between 5,000 miners and
5,000 policeofficers.

Last October, Shadow Welsh Secretary
Owen Smith said new revelations
showed the ‘disdain’ with which
Margaret Thatcher’s government
treated Wales.

MPs accepted a motion which said
Margaret Thatcher’sgovernment “ mis-
led the public” about pit closure plans
during the 1984 miners' strike.

Themotion, tabled by the Labour Party
for an Opposition Day debate in the
Commons, was not opposed by govern-
ment MPswhen Speaker John Bercow
caledittoavote.

It meant the Commons accepted the

terms of themotion, which also said the
government of the day had sought to
“influence policetactics’ without adi-
vision of MPs.

The claims were made on the basis of
Cabinet papers released under the 30-
year rule and on which Labour MPs
had previously claimed demonstrated
untruths.

Cabinet papersfrom the 1980srel eased
by the National Archivesindicated the
|ate Baroness Thatcher’s government
had secret plans to close 75 pits and
considered sending in troops to break
the 1984/85 strike.

During the debate, Labour said Parlia-
ment must face up to thefailures of the
miners’ strike in the same way as
Bloody Sunday and Hillsborough.

Shadow Welsh Secretary Owen Smith
said, “The revelations from Cabinet
papersthat Thatcher’sgovernment mis-
led the public about the extent of the pit
closure programme and sought to in-
fluence police tactics during the min-
ers strike, did not come as a surprise
to peoplein Wales.”

‘By God...bdieve in something,
Michadl Sheen tellspoliticians

TREDEGAR, Wales—Michael Sheen
made apassionate St. David's Day ad-
dressin defense of Britain’smost treas-
ured institution, the National Health
Service.

The actor’s electrifying speech about
complacency and theimpact of auster-
ity measures resonates across political
boundaries.

Speaking against the Conservative par-
ty’sausterity cuts, Sheen said that it was
afar cry from the passion that under-
pinned the NHS under Aneurin “Nye”
Bevan.

Bevan was aWelsh Labour Party poli-
tician who is best known for oversee-
ing the creation of the National Health
Service after the Second World War.

Sheen said, “It was long term, it was
far-reaching. Visionary inits scope and
revolutionary initseffect. He[Bevan]
had cast-iron integrity and araging pas-
son.

“This was a man who had no fear in
standing up for what he believed in, and
he made no bones about how he felt.

“Thisisamanwho publicly stated: ‘No
amount of cgjolery, no attempt at ethi-
cal or social seduction, can eradicate
from my heart a deep, burning hatred
for the Tory party’.”

Sheen, who has played Tony Blair on
screen twice, also attacked politicians
fromall partiesfor being too “careful,
tentative, scared of saying what they
feel for fear of alienating a part of the
electorate.”

Many took to Twitter to heap praise on
the Welshman, including Labour MP
DianeAbbott, who posted alink to his
“brilliant speech.”

Comedian Wil Andersonwrote, “If only
politicians defended the people they
represent with this sort of passion,”
while musician Peter Hooton said
Sheen“showspaliticianshow it'sdone.”

Paul Evans, director of campaign group
NHS Support Federation, said it was
great to see someone with such a pub-
lic profilediscussing theissue.

The full text of Michael Sheen’s speech:

This [Aneurin Bevan] was a man
who publicly stated that “no amount
of cajolery, and no attempts at ethi-
cal or social seduction, can eradi-
cate from my heart a deep burning
hatred for the Tory party.”

In today’s political climate, where
politicians are careful, tentative,
scared of saying what they feel for
fear of alienating a part of the elec-
torate under the excuse of trying to
appear electable, all parties drift
into a morass of bland neutrality.

The real deals, the real values, we
suspect, are kept behind closed
doors.

Is it any wonder that people feel
there is very little to choose be-
tween?

Bevan said, “We know what hap-
pens to people who stay in the mid-
dle of the road — they get run
down.”

When people are too scared to say
what they really mean, when they’re
too careful to speak from their
hearts, when integrity is too much
of risk, it's no surprise that people
feel disengaged with politics.

There is never an excuse to not
speak up for what you think is right.
You must stand up for what you be-
lieve. But first of all, by
God....believe in something.

There are plenty out there who be-
lieve in grabbing as much as they
can for themselves, who are con-
stantly sniffing around for markets
to exploit, for weakness to expose.

They won't say it of course. They're
too smart for that. Nobody says they
want to get rid of the NHS.

Everyone praises it across all par-

ties — it's about as powerful a sym-
bol of goodness as we have. It
would be dangerous not to.

But for decades now, there has
been a systematic undermining of
its core values. This is beyond party
politics. The Labour government
arguably did as much damage to
the NHS as any Tory or coalition
[government].

This is about who we want to be as
a nation and what we believe is
worth fighting for.

Too many people have given too
much and fought too hard for us to
give away what they achieved and
to be left with so very little.

To those across the whole party-
political spectrum — and to anyone
in any position of power or author-
ity — | ask you to search your heart
and look at who and what you serve.

To those who have discarded all
principles, save that of all profit be-
yond all else; to those who have
turned their back on the very idea
of a truly democratic society and
aligned themselves to nothing but
self-interest; to those who have be-
trayed the vision of equality and jus-
tice and compassion for all, that vi-
sion that provided the crucible from
which came forth the National
Health Service...| say to you, as
Aneurin Bevan said in Trafalgar
Square in 1956:

“You have besmirched the name of
Britain. You have made us
ashamed of the things of which for-
merly we were proud. You have of-
fended against every principle of
decency, and there is only one way
you can even begin to restore your
tarnished reputation: Get out, get
out, get out!”
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Can Wales stop theincredible
|rish winning machine?

OVER one million viewers
tunedinfor Ireland sbrilliant
Six Nationswin over England
at theAviva Stadiumin Dub-
lin on Sunday, March 1.

Joe Schmidt’s men romped to a 19-9
victory to securetheir third win out of
three matches in this year’s competi-
tion.

The audience for RTE’s coverage
peaked at 1.2 million while an average
of 1.1 tuned in with 756,000 of those
watching thefull gameand 100,780 live
streams recorded on RTE Player.

With every passing match, Ireland be-
gin to have the look of genuine World
Cup contenders.

Thedismantling of England madeit 10
wins on the spin for Schmidt’s men,
leaving Warren Gatland'sWales asthe
next nation in line to try and halt the
green juggernaut.

So, just how good are the Irish? And
are Wales capable of stopping their
march to the Grand Slam?

The deserved win over England comes
ontheback of winning last season’s Six
Nations, doing the double over Argen-
tinain the summer and beating South

Africaand Australialast autumn.

And it will remind pundits of the roll
Wales got on under Graham Henry in
1999, when they built momentum fol-
lowing afirstwinin Parisfor 24 years
and went on to defeat England, Argen-
tinaaway and South Africafor thefirst
timein history.

Belief will beimportant but Waleswill
also have it, having beaten Ireland in
the quarter-finals of the World Cup and
on the way to championships in 2008
and 2012.

All eyes will be tuned to the clash in
Cardiff on Sunday, March 15.

Probe into sectarian songs
on Glasgow-Perth train

GLASGOW - ScotRail pas-
sengerswereleft “disgusted”
by football supporters’ sectar-
ian singing as they returned
from amatch, police said.

British Transport Police received com-
plaints about a group of men singing
offensive songsonthe 11:36 PM Glas-
gow to Perth service on February 19.

They haveappedledfor thepublic’'shelp
to trace the men, thought to have been
returning from a Europa L eague match
in Glasgow. Celtic had taken on Inter
Milan at Parkhead on the day of the
incident.

Constable John M cErlane said the be-
haviour will not betolerated.

He said, “There realy is no need for
such unsavoury behaviour on the rail
network and the actions of themen dis-
gusted other passengers, prompting
complaints, and | am anxiousto speak
with anyonewho witnessed it to getin
touch.”

Welsh Society
welcomes new
members

The Vancouver Welsh Society has
recently begun acampaign to encour-
age a number of young people of
Welsh background, particularly re-
cent immigrants, to events at the
Cambrian Hall. The society wishes
to assist these new arrivals.

It will also bring added enthusiastic
support for the many activities the
Wel sh Society sponsors.

On Friday, March 20, there will be
an ‘Evening of Welcome’ for new
members in the Red Dragon at the
Cambrian Hall, starting at 7:30 PM.

Thiswill bean opportunity for mem-
bersto socializein apub atmosphere.
Anyone and everyone is welcome,
whether or not of Welsh background.

THE SECTARIAN incident happened on February 19 aboard
the 11:36 PM Glasgow to Perth rail service.

GAA fund helped
bring bodies of 60
young people home

DUBLIN —A fund set up by
members of the GAA 19
monthsago hasrepatriated the
bodies of 60 young Irish peo-
plewho died abroad, accord-
ing toformer GAA President
Liam O Néill.

O Néill and director general of the
GAA Pé&raic Duffy were beforethe
Oireachtas Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee to talk about the role and
interaction of the GAA with the
Irish diaspora.

O Néill told the committeethat in New
York 20 monthsago Kevin Bell, ayoung
man from Co. Down, lost hislife.

He said, “ There were funds raised to
repatriate his body and there were re-
sidual fundsleft over sotheKevin Bell
Repatriation Fund was set up to bring
bodies of people homefrom abroad.

“The fund was set up by members of
GAA abroad and so far it has repatri-
ated 60 bodies of Irish young peoplein
19 months.”

He also said that that iswhat members
of the GAA do, hel ping out and al so that

“people are building communities
abroad.”

O Néill also told the committee that
Gaelic Games is now on the formal
school curriculumin Britanny, France,
the only place in the world where this
isthe case.

Duffy offered the committee detail s of
the extent of the reach of the GAA
across the globe.

He said that there are 29 clubsin New
York and 97 in North America; 83 in
the UK; 20 in Canada and 63 in Aus-
traia

He said that the newest GAA County
Board was opened last year inthe Mid-
dle East. Recent development of the
organisation includesthe establishment
of the South AfricaGaelsand the Hurl-
ing Club of BuenosAires.

Duffy said that clubs abroad aretrying
toreplicate clubs at home by develop-
ing their own clubhouses and he cited
the developmentsincluding Rockland
GAA clubinNew York; Ruidlipin Lon-
don; Shannon Gaelsin New York and
Willawong Park inAustralia.

He added that the GAA hashelped with
the funding for these grounds.
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ROBBIE HENSHAW celebrates the only try of the game against
England at Lansdowne Road on March 1.
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Irish Club Entertainment Listing

IRISh SPORTS and soclal society comoncon

12546-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0X3 Tel: (780)453-2248 Fax: (780)451-5969

Jam Sessions - Almost every Thursday

Call: 780-480-7402 to confirm bring your

March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day - Doors open 1:00 PM musical mstruments & drop into the Irish

Trad Irish Music & Irish Dancing Centre for a good ole Irish Jam Session
§:00 PM - The Chancers & Irish Dancers
GAA - Football & Hurling LIVE - on St. Patrick’s morning — breakfast served
Do vou want to be the next Irish Rose?

Application deadline: March 22 - E-mail: westerncanadarose@gmail.com
Mar 29 - AGM
April 7-8 - Volunteers needed for upeoming Casino - for two days to work a shift

Contaet: Rory Brady - 780-720-3010
The Wolfe Tones will be celebrating 40 yvears with a gala on September 261h.
Contact: kimberlydbudd@me. com for details.

www.edmontonirishelub.ca

Our ﬁ!lll”i} serving yjour ﬂ!nlfl’_i}[ with
compassion for over one hundred years.

¢ We provide a full range of funeral & cremation services

* Fair and affordable prices

¢ No commissioned sales people

* We welcome inquiries about pre-planning & pre-paid funeral trusts

* Our offices are open six days a week, available by phone 24/7

Cloverdale @ South Surrc_v
604-574-2603
#101- 5772 176" Street
Surrey V35 4C8

THE CELTIC CONNECTION

ISSUE 24 VOLUME 2 - Established in 1991
#452 - 4111 Hastings Street, Burnaby, B.C. V5C 6T7
Tel: (604) 434-3747 « www.celtic-connection.com

Maura De Freitas - Publisher - « E-Mail: maura@telus.net
Catholine Butler - Advertising - « E-Mail: cbutler@telus.net
Colleen Carpenter - Copy Editor  Ainsley Baldwin - Ad Production

Distribution: Arlyn Lingat « Tom Butler ¢ Allison Moore ¢ Linda Robb « Kathy
Griffin and Frank Dudfield in Surrey ¢ Neville Thomas in Burnaby & Coquitlam
* Eifion Williams in Burnaby & Coquitlam ¢ Doug Medley in North Vancouver ¢
Gabriel Clark in Coquitlam & Port Moody ¢ Joanne Long in Mission ¢ Bill
Duncan in Maple Ridge » Nanci Spieker and Heather Murphy in Seattle « Oliver
Grealish in Edmonton.

New Westminster
604-521-4881
219- 6" Street
New Westminster V3L 3A3

VE!.]I.I'.'.OI.I\’Q['
604-736-0268
450 West 2 Avenue

Vancouver V5Y 1E2

Published 10 times peryear. Unsolicited submissions welcome butwill notbe returned.
Please retain a copy for your files. Contents copyright 2015 The Celtic Connection.
Opinions expressed here are not necessarily those of the publisher but rather a
reflection of voices within the community. All correspondence must include a name,
address and telephone number.

Canada Post Canadian Publications Agreement 40009398




RXSRPAl Www.celtic-connection.com MARCH 2015

-
|

!

L 5

4 ~ | b |
GLASSESUP 72 SONG 232 STORM

N




