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A SEXUAL ASSAULT arrest in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan may
lead to developments in the high profile disappearance of a
pregnant hairdresser in Ireland 18 years ago. Fiona Pender,
a 25-year-old hairdresser and part-time model, was last seen

August 22, 1996 in Tullamore, Ireland. She was seven months
pregnant when she disappeared. [See page 23]
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The Deveoping Soul
SirsintheLight
of the Winter Solstice
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By CYNTHIAWALLENTINE
From the soft grey, out of thediminto
thedawn, it slips. Thethin edge of the
devel oping season, the emerging soul,
islooking to become new again.

Samhain, with its darknessis passing.
Exhausted from theinvolution, timehas
worn itself away, and looks to the be-
ginning of another season.

A myriad of winter festivalsreflect the
physical nature of our brightest daytime
star, the sun. Reaching its southern limit
at 3:03 PM PST on December 21, the
sun takesits shortest step of the year —
and returns.

Thispromised return of light, asillumi-
nation, heat or truth touches all souls,
setting a pattern for each day, season
and belief.

At the winter Solstice, all that is old
becomes new. There are few who do
not draw strength from the sight of light
in the darkness. One small light, one
candle, can draw and hold the attention
of many. But thereismore to the deal.

The origins of many common festival
traditionsarefound in the responsibili-
ties felt by our forbears to speed sup-
port to that newly born sun. Itisatwo-
way street.

Evergreentrees, festooned with figures
of luck, love and baubles of glassform
abridge between heaven and earth.

Whilegrounding the divine, these deco-
rationsand festivitiesreflect illumina-
tion upward, lending strength to the
young light. Reciprocity.

Winter traditions and religious practices
honor the hope of thisworld, thereturn
of light from the darkness.

5

For wewho still walk thisearth, inwon-
der tale and in personal life, the light
hascomealong way, from thereto here.

Crossing mountain, ocean and plain, it
traversed time to meet you and unfold
inthe coming year.

Asyou stand in thisplaceand watch it
arrive, so you shall stand next year and
watch it move off, continuing its end-
lessjourney from hereto there, leaving
you forever changed.

Just as the path of the sun dims and
brightens, so does ours. The moment
of winter Solsticeisone of emergence,
as close as your next breath or as far
as 93,000,000 milesinto space.

In the distance, something is waiting.
Itisaturn—of life, season, fortune, or
maybe just a phrase. It may change
your life, infact it probably will. Both
new and old, it iscoming. Blessings of
thewinter Solsticeto you and yours.
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President Obama imposed
sweeping immigration reforms
on November 20, easing the
threat of deportation for some
4.7 million undocumented immi-
grants, including an estimated
50,000 Irish living in the U.S.

[Read more on page 27]

A SPECTACULAR scene takes place each year on the last

Tuesday of January when a replica Viking ship is set ablaze at
the Up Helly Aa fire festival on the Shetland Islands off Scotland

to celebrate their Viking heritage. [Read more on page 9]

Our Special Annual
Christmas Greeting
Section - Page 15
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Irish-Canadian journalist
Kathy Gannon honoured with
the 2014 pressfreedom award

TORONTO - Irish-Canadian Associated Press re-
porter Kathy Gannon was honoured in Toronto with
the 2014 TaraSingh Hayer Memoria Award for cour-

ageinreporting.

Gannon serves as special regional cor-
respondent for Pakistan and Afghani-
stan for The Associated Press.

InApril thisyear, an Afghan police of -
ficer opened fire on Gannon and
Pulitzer-prize winning photographer
AnjaNiedringhaus.

Both veteran APjournalists on assign-
ment, thewomen were covering therun-
up totheAfghan national elections. The
nearest hospital wasa45-minutedrive
away.

In her first radio interview since the
attack, Gannontells As It Happens host

DEIRDRE and Brian O’Ruairc of the Irish Club of White Rock
were overnight recently in Port Townsend, Washington, where
they came across a lovely little Celtic shop called Wandering
Angus. Deirdre says, “great store with a wonderful selection of
Irish stuff.” Pictured here holding a copy of the November 2014
issue of The Celtic Connection is Deirdre O’Ruairc with Debbie
and Maxx Sonandre and Tracey Williamson of the Wandering

Angus.

A Child’s Christmas

“It snowed last year too: | made a snowman
and my brother knocked it down
and | knocked my brother down and then we had tea.”
— Dylan Marlais Thomas [1914 - 1953]
A Child’s Christmas In Wales

[Over 60 years after Dylan Thomas’ death, his writing is just as loved
now as it was then. The Swansea-born writer died in New York on No-
vember 9,1953, aged just 39, but by that time he had already written
works including Under Milk Wood, A Child’s Christmas In Wales, Por-
trait of the Artist as a Young Dog and Do Not Go Gentle Into That
Good Night.

His influence has continued to be felt by writers and artists down the
generations and he is celebrated each year in his home town with the
annual Dylan Thomas festival. This event took on special significance

Carol Off she was sure that she and
Niedringhauswere going to die before
they reached the hospital. “All | kept
thinkingis 'l want to go peacefully’.”

Tragically, AnjaNiedringhaus did not
survive the attack. But on December
3, her photography was celebrated at
the Canadian Journalists for Free Ex-
pression galain Toronto, where Kathy
Gannon was presented with the press
freedom award.

Gannon has covered theregion for the
AP as a correspondent and bureau
chief since 1988, a period that spans
thewithdrawal of Russian soldiersfrom
Afghanistan, the assassination of
Benazir Bhutto, the bitter Afghan civil
war between |slamic factions and the
riseand fall of the Taliban.

Gannon wasthe only Western journal -
ist allowed in Kabul by the Talibanin
the weeks preceding the 2001 U.S.-
British offensivein Afghanistan.

In addition to her coverage of South
Central Asia, shehascovered the Mid-
dleEast, including the 2006 | sraeli war
against Hezbollah in southern Lebanon,
and war in northern Irag.

A native of Timmins, Ontario, shewas
the city editor at the Kelowna Courier
in British Columbiaand worked at sev-
eral Canadian newspapers before her
career took her overseas. Shehaslived
inlsrael, Japan, Pakistan and Afghani-
stan.

In 2005 Gannon authored | isfor Infi-
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A KABUL court announced Wednesday, July 23, 2014, that the
Afghan police officer charged with killing Associated Press pho-
tographer Anja Niedringhaus, right, and wounding veteran AP cor-
respondent Kathy Gannon, left, has been convicted and sentenced

to death.

del: From Holy War, to Holy Terror,
18 Years Inside Afghanistan, an ex-
amination of the Taliban and post-
Taliban period, published by Public Af-
fairs.

Gannon istheyoungest of six children.
Her brother Brian, now retired, and her
late brother Lorne were al so respected
journaigts.

Her brothers Robert and Terry, both
retired, were prominent in their fields
and her sister, PatriciaAnn, wasanurse
in Canada's north for 40 years.

Gannon is married to highly regarded
Pakistani architect and artist Naeem
Pasha, and has a stepdaughter, Kyla
Pasha.

TARA SINGH HAYER MEMORIAL AWARD
TARA SINGH HAYER, publisher and founder of the Indo-Canadian Times,
was shot to death execution-style while getting out of his car in the ga-
rage of his home in Surrey, B.C. on November 18, 1998.

Hayer was a vocal opponent to violence in the Sikh separatist move-
ment. He was also due to give valuable testimony for the prosecution in
the bombing of Air India Flight 182 in 1985.

Following his death his statement to the RCMP became inadmissible as
evidence and was later cited as a reason why the suspects in the bomb-
ing were eventually acquitted in 2005.

ABOUT OUR COVER ARTIST

MARY MACARTHUR is our cover artist this month. She graduated
from The University of St. Thomas and the Glassell School of Art in
Houston, Texas, having studied theology, life drawing, English and
painting.

Since then she has been working freelance design and illustration
and has illustrated two books, Clare’s Costly Cookie by Julie Kelly
and Life is Crumbly by Jansina Grossman.

Mary is on a quest to become an illustrator and religious artist. For
more about her work, see: http://snowflakeclockwork.blogspot.ca.
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‘A Hooley for The Commection’
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A Day-Long Fun-Filleb
Pre-S¢t. Pat’'s Warm-up

MarkYour Calendar Now!
Prizes - Live Entertainment
All Day & Evening

Sunday
February 15,2015
| PM-11 PM

Doors Open at 1:00 PM
at the Vancouver FanClub
1050 Granville Street
COVER: $15 at the door

Your Host & MC

George McDonnell

of the Irish

Heritage Society of Canada

.l

i ' Lk el Y o FEATURING AN EXcITING LINE-UP

” T
: hEE'.‘I banaan ancers
WIiTH SoME ofF THE FINEST

So what's a Hooley you ask? For generations, LocatL CEeLTic BANDS
the highlight of Irish social life was the Hooley. INCLUDING THE LEGENDARY
Music, dance, song, good conversation KILLARNEY
and merriment flowed freely as described in THEVAGABONDS, SLOE GIN,

the Percy French song, "There's a Hooley on BRAIDWATER WITH RAY & MaRY FYNes,
BLackTHORN, THE PAT CHESSELL BAND,

in Hannigan's House Tonight. RAVEN & DOVE....

We hope you'll join us to help support ALong WiTH Many OTHER
The Celtic Connection newspaper SPECIAL GUESTS INCLUDING
Pap THE Fasurous DE DanaAN

-- the heartbeat of the local Celtic ScHoOL OF IRiSH DANCE
] gf- 2ArsS.
community for nearly 25 years For more details call (604) 434-3747

DON'T MISS THIS GREAT or e-mail: cbutler@telus.net

For updates visit us on Facebook:

WARM-W EVENT The Celtic Connection
TO ST. PATRICKS DAY Find the link on our website:

www.celtic-connection.com
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DE DANAAN IRISH DANCERS on the Irish Heritage Society of
Canada float in the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade in downtown
Vancouver in March. It is next scheduled for March 15, 2015.

VANCOUVER - The dates have
been announced for the 11" annual
CelticFest Vancouver in 2015.
From March 7-17, concert ven-
ues, pubs, clubs and city streets
will come alive with the sights,
sounds, and vibrant spirit of Celtic
culture.

An expanded festival promises 10
event-filled days of music, dance, fam-
ily fun, spectacleand discovery for folks
of all agesand backgrounds.

Western Canada’s largest Celtic cel-
ebration offers the best of traditional
and contemporary Celtic culturein all
itsdiversity, and vitality — and every-
oneisinvited!

“We'relooking forward to welcoming
peoplefrom all around theregion to our
11" festival,” says Festival Director
Nicole Sirockman.

“Join us in an exciting celebration of
traditional and contemporary Celtic cul-
ture, from great concerts and perform-
ances, to workshops, special events,
and, of course, thewildly popular Celtic
Village and the St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade.

“Festival Programmer Tom Landa, a
dynamic figure on the Celticand music
scene who has led The Paperboys to
international fame, is hard at work in
his new job at CelticFest with some
great plans for 2015. Stay tuned for
more detailsto come.”

The festival’s schedule of ticketed
eventsisa‘must-see’ list of events.

Here'saglimpse of what'son tap (with
full detailsto be announced January 21,
2015).

In addition to main stageticketed shows
spotlighting celebrated local, national
and international music artists, back by
popular demand isthe CelticFest Cei-
lidh onMarch 14. Thisrallicking, kick-
up-your-heelsnight of music and dance
sellsout every year.

Whisky enthusiastswill havetwo great
options to savour at the 2015 festival,
with the introduction of The Belmont
Whisky Tasting.

Both introductory and advanced ses-
sions are geared to delight and inform
both whisky newcomersaswell as sea-
soned tasting “ masters.”

The Belmont is the new name for the
beloved and refurbished The Cellar on
Granville Street.

Participating pubs and restaurants in
and around the downtown Vancouver
areawill offer near non-stop perform-
ances by musicians, bands and dancers
throughout CelticFest, and up to and
including St. Patrick’s Day on March
17.

In addition to an amazing range of
ticketed shows and events, CelticFest
2015 continuesitstradition of offering
avariety of FREE eventsfor everyone
toenjoy.

On the weekend of March 14-15, The
Celtic Village returns both to
Granville Street between Robson and
Nelson and to Robson Square with
music, dance, fun and frolic, food —and
shopping, too!

This FREE weekend-long street fair
features performances by some of the
hottest Celtic music groups around,
alongwithlocal dance groupsand other
entertainers, on multiple stages.

Visiting Villagers can shop at the Street
Market for an array of Celtic treas-
ures and the works of gifted artisans,
and sample from a wide selection of
food and fare.

Friends and families can gather and
wander, soaking in that special Celtic
feeling all weekend long.

To participate as a Street Market ven-
dor, completethe online entry form at
www.celticfestvancouver.com

CelticFest's signature event, the fun
andfabulousS. Patrick’sDay parade,
paints downtown Vancouver in aglori-
ous emerald green on Sunday, March
15, starting at 11 AM.

The parade route flows north along
Howeto Georgia Street, drawing spec-
tators from far and wide to cheer on a
couplethousand lively parade partici-
pants —marching pipe and drum bands,
Celtic music groups, acrobats, drill
teams, Irish and Scottish youth dance
groups, and many more.

To be part of this grand procession,
complete an entry form at
www.celti cfestvancouver.com

Sirockman says, “ We can't wait to open
the curtain on CelticFest Vancouver
2015! We've got agreat festival wait-
ing to be unveiled, and | look forward
to seeing everyone there!”

Event tickets go on sale, and the full
festival schedulewill be announced, and
posted online, January 21, 2015 at
www.celticfestvancouver.com.

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
VANCOUVER —Two yearsago Blake
Williams of the Irish Wakerswanted to
help raise funds for the Irish Benevo-
lent Society of B.C.

At the sametime, hewanted to provide
an evening of entertainment and social-
izing for many of the new Irish recently
arrived in Vancouver. Hefelt they might
feel lonely for their family and friends
at this special time of the year.

Last year's ‘An Irish Christmas Cel-
ebration’ — produced and directed by
Williams—was asmashing sold out suc-
cess. This year audiences can expect
more of the same warmth and enter-
tainment at St. JamesHall in Kitsilano
on Friday, December 13.

Speaking recently to The Celtic Con-
nection about plans for this year’s
event, Blake said, “We're very happy
to be back again for the second year. It
takes alot of work for the organizing
committeeto pull it al off.

“Wewill have TheIrish Wakersreturn-
ing, The Eire Born Irish Dancers, and
anew group thisyear called Raven &
Dove. RebeccaBlair, the well-known
harpist, will also be back with a new
singer Sarah Ann Chisholm.”

Something new thisyear will bethelrish
soda bread contest and we are accept-
ing registrations by the Irish counties.

So, therewill be oneloaf of sodabread
from each person registered and iden-
tified by county and wewill haveakind

BLAKE WILLIAMS

of fun competition among all the bak-
ers.

Speaking about what first prompted
Williamsto start * An Irish Christmas’,
hesaid, “ Theorigin actually startedin
Ireland as| wasvisiting thereand wal k-
ing alongtheLiffey in Dublin.

“1 was thinking about the large Irish
Diaspora and the role Canada played
and | was aware of so many Irish com-
ing to Vancouver.

“Later during my travelstoAustralia, |
also met many of the Irish who had
immigrated there.

“ThelIrish Wakers had just finished per-
forming in Australia and some of us
went off to apub to chat about things. |
began thinking about Christmas and
what an emotional time of year it can
be so far away from home.”

Blake reflected on the need to create
an event to offer a warm welcome to
Irish newcomers, something that would
have asharing and celebration of Irish
culture and where people could just

TN e ey An Irish Christmas Celebration:
Voot g =t A Warm Night of Entertainment

LineUp for 2015

exchange Christmas greetings.

Of course, one very important aspect
of ‘Anlrish Christmas' isthat it'satime
of giving and The Irish Benevolent So-
ciety helps peoplewith hope.

Oscar Wilde said, “Nothing shall be out
of the reach of hope, lifeishope,” and
it'sthat hope that the Irish Benevolent
Society provides to people who are
down on their luck or just need alittle
hand-up temporarily.”

Blakesaid, “Thatisredly just abig part
of the Irish community, and we are
happy to support it.”

Heisvery grateful for the support he
has received saying, “Fortunately, we
have received the gift of time and tal-
entsfrom the artists, the volunteers, the
support of the Irish pubs, The Celtic
Connection and of course Irish Am-
bassador Ray Bassett.

“So, it'sareal show of community and
even though it's only been done once
before at a sold-out concert, we are
encouraging peopleto get their tickets
early to avoid disappointment because
thehall will only hold so many.”

Tickets are $20 per person and can
be purchased at www.eventbrite.ca
or at The Celtic Treasure Chest, at
the Dunbar shop at (604) 261-3688
and The Celtic Treasure Chest shop
in Delta at (604) 940-5366. Also,
from The Celtic Connection at (604)
434-3747. For more information,
visit: www.irishchristmas.ca.

Winter Harp 2014:
A Magical Seasonal Favourite

VANCOUVER - For over two dec-
ades, thesights, soundsand magical fedl
of theWinter Harp concert tour hassim-
ply meant “ Christmas” to enthusiastic
audiences across western Canada.

Winter Harp has become amust-attend
show for scores of fans — an eagerly
anticipated event that regularly sells
out.

As one devotee says, “(Winter Harp)
hasbecomeanintegral part of themagic
of Christmasfor us.”

This year, the seven-member ensem-
ble plays 14 concertsin 11 cities, from
Winnipeg to Vancouver Island - includ-
ing multiple datesin the Lower Main-
land.

On the evening of December 20, they
play Vancouver’s awe-inspiring St.
Andrew’s-Wesley United Church.

The 2014 tour performancesfeaturethe
much-treasured elements that have
made the concert so popular.

Backdrops of cathedral and snow sets
the stagefor the golden Celtic and clas-
sical harps, drums, tambourines, tem-
ple bells, flutes and an assortment of
beautiful ancient and rareinstruments.

Featured isthe ethereal-sounding bass
psaltery (the only one like it in the
world), the organistrum (an early form
of the hurdy-gurdy) and the Swedish
nyckel harpa.

On stage, Winter Harp's outstanding
musiciansand singers, clad in beautiful
medieval attire, perform acollection of
music that ranges from familiar carols
to Celtic, medieval, world and Spanish
tunes: from Polish Lullaby to Parting
Glass, First Noel, A Gaelic Caral, El
Santo Nifio, and Christmas is Com-

ON STAGE, Winter Harp’s outstanding musicians and singers,

clad in beautiful medieval attire, perform a collection of music
that ranges from familiar carols to Celtic, medieval, world and

Spanish tunes.

ing to O Come All Ye Faithful.

Featured again thisyear isspecial guest
and celebrated Celtic harpist Kim
Robertson, whom Winter Harp Direc-
tor Lori Pappajohn calls, “A legendin
the harp world.”

Robertsonisaleader inthe renaissance
of the Celticharpin NorthAmerica, and
apioneer of thefolk harp movement.

Also returning is acclaimed singer,
Roger Helfrick, whose voice is de-
scribed by Pappajohn as “pure gold.”
Roger a so playsboth medieval harpand
plucked psaltery.

Other membersof theensembleinclude
Janelle Nadeau (pedal harp, vocals),
Lauri Lyster (percussion, vocals), Jeff
Pelletier (flute, bass flute, recorder,
wooden piccolo), Joaquin Ayala
(nyckelharpas, bass psaltery,
organistrum) and Lori Pappajohn
(Celtic harp, vocals).

Pappajohn says, “Itisour great pleas-
ure to present the 21% year of Winter
Harp.

“It isatrue honour to again bring our
specid concert of music, songsand sto-
ries, and to share the wonder of the
Christmas season with western Cana-
dian audiences.

“We welcome people of all ages and
backgroundstojoinusinthisuniqueand
joyful clebration of the season.”

In addition to the December 20 Van-
couver concert, other Lower Mainland
dates include the Chilliwack Cultural
Centre on December 16, the North
Shore Credit Union Centrefor the Per-
formingArtsat Capilano University for
two nights on December 17 and De-
cember 18, and Maple Ridge's The
ACT for two shows on December 21.

Full concert performance information
isat www.winterharp.com.



DECEMBER 2014/JANUARY 2015

www.celtic-connection.com PaGe 5

Last year’s sold-out show!

ATl

iRISH CHRISTIIAS

MusIC ~ OANCE ~ CRAIC

December 13, 2014
St.James Hall, 3214 W. 10 Ave., Vancouver

featurIngG
The Irish Wakers < The Eire Born Dancers
Rebecca Blair, Harpist <+ Raven & Dove

& special guests

Extending a welcome to new arrivals &
g
raising funds for the Irish Benevolent Fund of BC

tickets on sale now

at www.eventbrite.ca or visit www.irishchristmas.ca

Community
EventsListing

December 14, 16 to 21 at 8 PM,
December 13, 14, 20, 21 at 2 PM
— The Cultch presents Dylan Tho-
mas: Return Journey a Richard Jor-
dan Productions (UK), starring Bob
Kingdom. Original direction by
Anthony Hopkins at the Historic
Theatre at The Cultch, 1895
Venables Street, Vancouver. Tick-
ets from $19, call: (604) 251-1363,
or online: tickets.thecultch.com
December 22, at 7:30 PM - A
Child’s Christmas in Wales, Dylan
Thomas’ classic tale and an annual
holiday tradition not to be missed.
Live original music, readings and
your favourite carols with Russell
Roberts, Colleen Winton, Sayer
Roberts, Gower Roberts and Brian
Tate. Anvil Centre, New Westmin-
ster. Tickets, call (604) 521-5050,
or online at: www.ticketsnw.ca.
January 24 — Tam O’Shanter
Dancers, will host their annual
Robert Burns dinner/dance at the
Star of the Sea Hall, 15262 Pacific
Avenue, White Rock. Tx’s adults:
$55, Children 10 and under $30.
Call: Cheryl 604-535-8949 or Grant
604-345-5433.

Irish Language Classes in the
Lower Mainland — A conversation
circle every Monday evening from
7:30-8:30 PM. One week in
Kitsilano at Calhouns Café, 3035
West Broadway, and the next week
in East Vancouver at Café Napoli,
1670 Commercial Drive. No need
to be fluent it's a learning experi-
ence and all are welcome. E-mail
Mike Kelly at yllek20@hotmail.com
or call (604) 732-6986 or Scott
Oser, e-mail: oser@phas.ubc.ca.

Riverkook

CASINO RESORT

8811 River Road, Richmond - riverrock.com

A magical journey into the heart of Christmas
with carols & stories to warm the soul

I i;u'ps. flutes, medieval instruments, percussion, poetry & song

Dec. 16, Chilliwack Cultural Centre
Dec. 17 & 18, Capilano University
Dec 20, St. Andrew’s-Wesley, Vancouver
Dec. 21, The ACT, Maple Ridge

Ticket info at www.winterharp.com

straigh¢
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Where the Stars Come Out to Play!

IRISH
NORS

The Premiere Irish

Holiday Celebration Tour

.- P U
A (| FRIDAY « DECEMBER19 )

RONAN
TYNAN

ANTHONY
KEARNS

FINBAR
WRIGHT

DON’T MISS OUT!
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!

The Prevince

it akwrn harw

Tickets at ticketmaster.ca 1-855-985-5000 Also available at the River Rock Box Office
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Know your limit, play within it.
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Here'ssomegreat Celtic music to celebrate

Winter Solstice and the Christmas season

2014 has been an amazing year for Roots music in

Vancouver and beyond!

Concert highlights include |

sold out showsat TheRogue
with Alasdair Fraser &

NatalieHaasin January, The |

Fretless with Cara Luft in
February, Carlos Nunez

Quartet in February (andthe |

incredible concert at The Cen-
tennial Theatrein September
with all those specia guests!).

Welsh songwriter Martyn Joseph also
filled St. JamesHall inMarch, and we
had memorable and well-attended
shows with Ireland’s Caladh Nua,
Scots guitarist Tony McManus,
Scots & Irish pipers RossAinslie &
Jarlath Hender son, Quebecoistrad
trio De Temps Antan (twice!) and
Englishguitarist Martin Simpson.

My persond fave wasthe debut of Cape
Breton Celtic quintet, Coig. It wastheir
first gig west of Ontario and they were
instellar form!

Dervish madeararevisit to B.C. with
a stunning main stage set to close the
Mission Folk Festival in July, and
Cathy Jordan teamed up with Cana-
dian singer Ruth M oody for amemo-
rabletrad. song workshop earlier inthe
day.

Far and away the best celebration of
Celtic and Irish music at the summer
festivals was the Edmonton Folk
Music Festival in August.

Celtic music legends Shar on Shannon,
Lunasa, Donal Lunny & Andy
Irvine, Ron Kavana, Niamh Par sons
and Paddy Keenan were joined by
young Dublin folk / pop singers Hud-
son Taylor, and rockabilly queen
Imelda May delivered a magnificent
set on the Friday night main stage.

There were some great workshops /
sessions (Dublin-born Festival Producer
Terry Wickham likes to call them
“Wessions”) with most or all of the
above cramped onto Stage 5, including
amemorable party called The Pineap-
ple & The Potato, with Hawaiians
L ed Kaapanaand Jake Shimabukuro
jamming with Kavana, Lunny, Keenan,
Shannon and the Lunasa boys!

Canadians Lizzy Hoyt, Ruth M oody,
Pharis & Jason Romero, England’s
Jez Lowe and Baka Beyond, and
Americans Della Mae and Elephant
Revival were among my other high-
lights of the weekend.

Shorefest on Sunset Beachis presented
by L G104.3 and The Rogue, and the
Wednesday show with L ocar no (led by
Tom and Kalissa Landa) and Spirit
of the West was especially memora-
ble.

My favourite albums of 2014 include
thefollowing:

All Life Is Here by Manchester trio
Harp & A Monkey, and The Ballad
Beyond by Co. Durham singer Jez
L owe.

Two grest collectionsof songsabott life
inthe post-industrial north.

Bellowhead released their fifth CD,
Revival, towards the end of the year
and, if you're careful, you can get the

double CD coming in at just under 80
minutes with 20 amazing versions of
shanties and folk songs by the bellow-
ing hendectet (that’s the proper word
for an 11-piece band, by the way!).

Alsolook for The Elizabethan Session,
asuite of songswritten about thereign
of Elizabeth|.

It'saformidabl e piece of work, featur-
ing no lessthan eight musicianswho are
al singers as well (including Martin
SImpson, Nancy Kerr, and Seth
Lakeman.)

Nancy Kerr alsoreleased asuperb solo
debut album, Sweet Visitor in 2014.

Kathryn Tickell, renowned Northum-
brian piper, teamed up with two classi-
cal musiciansand aclog dancing accor-
dionist to record afabul ous a bum enti-
tled Kathryn Tickell & The Sde.

I’ d also recommend Wel sh band 9bach
for their amazing trad/ techno CD
Tinician and Manx-Gaelic singer Ruth
Keggin for her debut album, Sheear.

The pick of the Scots this year would
be Hebridean singer Julie Fowlis
(Gach Sgeul / Every Sory), Scots/
Cuban fusioneers Salsa Celtica (The
Tall Islands) and Emily Smith (Ech-
oes) while Oysterband also released
a superb song collection called Dia-
monds on the Water (they are coming
to The Roguein August, by the way).

| am also very impressed by the new
albums by Limerick’s Goitse (Tall
Tales & Misadventures), Caladh Nua
(Honest To Goodness) and We Banjo
3 (Gather The Good) while Donegal
sisters The Henry Girls deliver sub-
lime harmonies on their fifth CD,
Louder Than Words.

From Canada's east coast I'd heartily
recommend Coig’sdebut CD Fiveand
the new album by Antigonish sisters
Cassie & Maggie MacDonald, Ser-
ling Road.

Calgary’s Lizzy Hoyt is a superb fid-
dler and singer and harpist and her new
CD, New Lady On The Prairie, was
produced by Vancouver’'s John
Reischman.

Finally, Victoria's gorgeous old-time
band The Sweet L owdown have just
put out their third CD, Chasing The
Sun. They’ll beat The Rogue on March
20.

There's always heaps of Celtic music
to celebrate the winter Solstice and the
Christmas season. Here are a few of
them!

An Irish Christmas — December 13
at St. James Hall (3214 West 10th Av-
enue).

Christmas Roguelele Night — De-
cember 16 at St. James Hall.

Winter Harp —December 17 & 18 at
Blue Shore Financial Centre for the
Performing Artsat Capilano University.

ALADAI FRASER and Natalie Haas will make a return appearane at St. James HII in

Kitsilano for The Rogue this January 11.

Van Django Bells — The Rogue’s
Christmas Party - December 19 at St.
James Hall.

Dylan ThomasChristmas: A Child’s
Christmas in Wales, at Ryerson
United Church — December 19.

Winter Harp — December 20 at St.
Andrew’sWesley, and December 21in
Maple Ridge.

Winter Solstice Lantern Festival - |

December 21, at False Creek, Yaletown,
Chinatown, and Strathcona.

Blues for Christmas - December 21,
at The Commodore Ballroom.

Chelsea Hotel NY Party - December
31, at the Firehall Theatre.

2015 showsinclude:

Alasdair Fraser & Natalie Haas -
January 11, St. James Hall
(www.roguefolk.bc.ca).

N.Z.’s Don M cGlashan - January 16,
at Presentation House in North Van.

Martha Redbone - January 17,
Capilano University.

Roy Forbes - January 24, St. James
Hall.

Foghorn Sringband - January 30, St.
JamesHall.

and TheDuhks- February 1, St. James
Hall too.

Have agreat Christmas/ Solstice sea-
son!

Derek (Warrield

€ The Yoy Wolpe To

Ler Ue AU ‘Conight

WIN FREE CD

Win a free CD of Derek Warfield
& The Young Wolfe Tones, Let Ye
All Be Irish Tonight. Entry by De-
cember 30. Mark your entry CD
and include your name and day-
time telephone number. (Only
one entry per person.) Entries
by e-mail only to:
cbutler@telus.net.

THE DUHKS are a Canadian and American eclectic folk band,
from Winnipeg, Manitoba featuring banjo, fiddle, guitar, per-
cussion, and vocals. They blend folk music, along with tradi-
tional Irish dance music, integrating Latin-influenced percus-
sion as well as Celtic and Cajun influenced fiddle-playing.

Band Aid 30
tops the charts
despite controversy

LONDON - Band Aid 30’s Do They
Know It's Christmas? which features
a host of stars, has stormed to the top
of thesingleschart.

Thecharity single, organised onceagain
by Bob Geldof, shifted more than
312,000 copies to make it the year's
fastest-selling single, the Official Charts
Company said.

The track, with all proceeds going to-
ward the fight against Ebola in west
Africa, has outsold the rest of the top
five combined.

The reworked version features stars
including OneDirection, Bonoand Ellie
Goulding, Ed Sheeran and Chris Mar-
tin, and isexpected to raise millionsto
help fight the disease.

BandAid 30 hit the shelvesonthemorn-
ing of November 23, and within hours
has already reached the top of the
iTunes chart. The song raked in more
than£1 millionin pre-order saleswithin
minutes of being launched,

But there have been some complaints
over the song’s content, with some of

the lyrics changed to reflect the Ebola
crisis.

Onemajor criticism isthewhol e senti-
ment of the song, Do They Know It's
Christmas?, which wastaken from the
original recording 30 years ago and
hel ped famine-stricken Ethiopians.

The Washington Post saysthat accord-
ing to arecent survey, 87 percent of the
populationin Liberiais Christian, so of
coursethey know it's Christmas.

Many commentators, including Al
Jazeera, accuse the song of having a
“them and us’ feel about it. It claims
the song portrays the fantasy of an Af-
rica filled with victims waiting to be
saved.

Thereissome support for it however.

A blog by the Independent’s Benjamin
Parker is called “Band Aid 30: Leave
Bob Geldof’s Christmas anthem alone
—how much haveyouraised for Ebola?’

Despite the controversy, the new re-
cording isnow thebookies' favouriteto
claim the coveted Christmas number
one spot thisyear.
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RICHMOND, BC —Finbar Wright,

IriIsh Tenors:

releases has resulted in millions of al-

Irish Holiday Celebratlon

Anthony Kearnsand Ronan Tynan
areontour thisyear with Thelrish
Tenors Premiere Irish Holiday
Celebration and will perform for
one night only at the River Rock
Casino on Friday, December 19.

The trio have been touring together as
The lrish Tenors since 1998 with sold-
out shows at Radio City Music Hall,
Sydney Opera House, Carnegie Hall,
The Hollywood Bowl and major con-
cert hallsthroughout theworld.

Sincethey first joined voicesthey have
made countless traditional treasures
breathe with new life.

Moreover they’ ve proven themselves
gifted interpreters of a wide range of
material with such songs as My Heart
Wil Go On, Fairytale of New York
and even Jimmy Kennedy’s South of
the Border (Down Mexico Way).

Thesesongssit comfortably intheir rep-
ertoire alongside Danny Boy, Whiskey
in the Jar and Fields of Athenry.

All classically trained singers, Wright,
Kearnsand Tynan combineto produce
asound and concert experiencewhich
touches the heart and stirs the emo-
tions.

The magic they’ ve captured on their

bums sold and the upper reaches of
Billboard's music charts.

They have appeared on severa highly-
rated tel evision specialson PBSinclud-
ing EllisIsland and Live from Belfast.
The Irish Tenors continue to perform
around theglobethrilling old fanswhile
winning over new ones.

Tickets available at all Ticketmaster
Outlets or charge-by-phone 1-855-
985-5000 or order on-line at:
www.ticketmaster.ca.

THE IRISH TENORS -

(L-R)
Finbar Wright, Anthony Kearns
and Ronan Tynan.

Festival du Bois: Coquitlam’s

French-Canadian Festival

COQUITLAM - Festival du Bois has announced the dates
for its 26" annual festival in 2015.

From February 26 to March 1, an exciting roster of musicians and performers
slated to perform over the February 29 - March 1 weekend will grace the stages
of the big heated tentsin Mackin Park in Maillardville/Coquitlam, the centre of
francophone culturein B.C.

Fansof Celtic music will enjoy the featured musical artistsfrom Quebec and the
Maritimes, aswell as artists from other parts of the country and here at home.

Get ready to dance and sing along. There are workshops, exciting shows and
activitiesfor kids of all ages, crafts, delicious food —and so much more! Mark
your calendars, and stay tuned for the full festival announcement in mid-January
at www.festivaldubois.ca.

Long & McQuade

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS %

l ong- mcquade.com

Best Price.
Best Selection.

Sll

L

368 TERMINAL AVE | 604.734.4886

EXPERIENCE CANADA’'S #1

MUSIC STORE

Rogue Folk Club

Celebrating 28 Years of the best Celtic & Roots!
www.roguefolk.com

Fnday December 19 Sunday, February 1
The Rogue's Gypsy Jazz Celtic / Old Timey / Quebecois

Christmas Party! Cajun/Bluesy Soul - fr. Winnipeg
VAN DJANGO Bells The DUHKS
Sunday, JANUARY 11 Saturday, February 7

Canada's leading folk songwriter
James KEELAGHAN
Friday, February 13

Scots fiddle meets soaring cello

Alasdair FRASER
& Natalie HAAS

Saturday' January 24 Hot trad. quartet from Quebec
Popular BC Songwriter returns! Le VENT du NORD
ROY FORBES Sunday, February 15

String quartet plays Celtic & more.

Friday, January 30
The #1 Instrumental band of 20714

Old Time fiddles, strings & songs

FOGHORN The FRETLESS
STRINGBAND and lots more!

St. James Hall (3214 West 10th Ave.)

Tickets & Info (604) 736-3022

*Sweaters
*Scarves
*Blankets
*Donegal Hats
sJewellery
*Gift Cards
from Ireland
and Scotland.

Cover
up for
Winter!!

Christmas
gift ideas
to warm
the heart.

i ..

.._;;'«ﬁ,___;_‘_aﬁ
Vancouvers best Celtic Traditions
sweater store

3721 West 10th Ave.
for Women and Men Vancouver. B.C.
604-222-2299

www.celtictraditions.ca

WHISTLES MANDOLINS BANJOS
@

MUSIC

“The world of Peace and Joyjis at our ﬁngertips. We onh; needtotouchit.” —

GIVE A GIFT OF MUSIC
THIS CHRISTMAS:

Instruments and Lessons at
Prussin Music

GUITARS UKES BODHRANS FLUTES

PRUSSIN MUSIC

7 W. B]\(')Al)\Xf"'AY,\-":AN(1(_ YUVER
Www.prussinmusic.com

3607
604- 'wb 3036
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Jane Byrne honoured

by the Vancouver Welsh iety

ANCOUVER —

The annual Vancouver Cel-

ebration of Wales events was held at the
Cambrian Hall this year on November 1 and

2.

The opening event was a ‘Noson
Lawen’, atraditiona Welshfunevening
inthe Red Dragon, featuring guest so-
loist Nerys Jones from Seattle along
with afascinating account of both \Welsh
and Celtic customsand legends by Dr.
Antone Minard.

At one point during the evening, presi-
dent David Llewelyn Williams presented
former president Jane Byrnewith agift
and framed certificate of appreciation
in recognition of her many years of
serviceto the Welsh Society, including
nine years as president.

The certificatereads: “On behalf of all
the members, please accept our grate-
ful thanksfor your |eadership and your
vision for the continued success of the
Society. Your dedication and enthusiasm
keeps our Welsh spirit alive.”

On Sunday morning, November 2, there
wasabilingual church service, presided
over by Neville Thomas. The after-
noon Gymanfa Ganu (hymn-singing
festival) waswell-attended, with guest
soloist Nerys Jones stepping into the
breach as conductor.

Prior to the second half of the Gymanfa
programme, David Llewelyn Williams
drew the audience's attention to the
grievousloss of eight active members
of the Welsh Society who had passed
away during theyear.

Intheir memory, the president called for
aminute'ssilence, following which the
audience sang the beautiful and evoca-
tive Welsh hymn Gwahoddiad, which
had been especially requested by Eliza-
beth Murray in memory of her late hus-
band Don.

The president thanked the social com-
mittee under Gillian Rogersfor arrang-
ing such an enriching weekend and Ray
Batten for hisvaluable contribution as
accompanist during the weekend
events. He also thanked Nerys Jones
for conducting the Gymanfa Ganu at
such short notice.

Wel sh Society membersare now |ook-
ing forward to Russell Roberts' read-
ing of A Child’'s Christmas in Wales
on December 12 and 13. Unfortunately,
many who planned to attend this popu-

By
EIFION
WILLIAMS

lar event will be disappointed as both
evening performances are aready sold
out.

On Sunday, December 14 therewill be
abilingual Christmas carol service at
the Cambrian Hall at 11 AM, followed
at 2 PM by theannual children’s Christ-
mas party.

The Welsh Society’sannual Christmas
dinner, catered by Jordan’sInternational
Food Designs, will be held on Decem-
ber 20 at the Cambrian Hall. Tickets
areavailablefrom Gaynor Evans, (604)
271-3134.

Meanwhile, the Vancouver Welsh So-
ciety ispleased tolearnthat its popular
WEelsh language instructor Dr. Antone
Minard hasbeeninvited by Cymdeithas
Madog to be one of the instructors at
the 39" annual Cwrs Cymraeg (Welsh
course) gathering, to be held next July
at Lewisand Clark Collegein Portland,
Oregon.

Cymdeithas Madog, officially The
Welsh Studies Institute in North
America, isdedicated to helping North
Americans learn, use and enjoy the
Welsh language.

Its annual week-long course attracts
participants from across North
America and includes many social
eventsaswell aslanguageinstruction.

January is normally a quiet month for
the Welsh Society, but on January 24
members will again celebrate St.
Dwynwen'’s Day, the Wel sh equivalent
of St. Valentine's Day.

Theprogramishbeing arranged by David
LlewelynWilliamsand will includean
amusing limerick competitionleading up
to the event.

Tor10C

1470, CJVB in Vancouver.

www.worldbeatcanada.com.
The following is the Celt In A Twist Contemporary Celtic Top Ten:

1. The Hunger & The Fightby The
Mahones - The Hunger & The
Fight on Whiskey Devil
Records.

2. Chasse-Galerie by MAZ
- Chasse-Galerie on
Independent.

3. The Ferryman by Basco & DR
Big Bad - Live at DR Byen on
Go! Danish.

4. Sam Ham by Black 47 - Rise Up
on Black 47 Records.

5. Say Anything by Young

LTic Hirs FOR DECEMBER

Celt In A Twist is local contemporary Celtic radio heard weekly on AM

9. Chasin’A Rainbow by Railroad

10.Loch Lomand by Firkin - Finger
in the Pie on Pump Jump Records.

Celt In A Twist Pick Of The Month:

Basco & DR Big Band - Live at DR Byen
(Go’ Danish Records)

Dubliners - 9 on ¥D Records.

. Liliwiau by 9Bach - Tincian - on
Real World.

. Lime Juice Tub by Kamerunga -
Terra Australia on ABC Music.

. Leaving of Liverpool by
Homeland - That Show on
Independent.

Earth - Last of the Outlaws on
Black Bear Records.

DAVID LLEWELYN
WILLIAMS

Coca-Cola truck.

Hundreds turn
out in Cardiff to
see much-loved
Coca-Cola truck

Itisasymbol that Christmasiscoming
and hundreds of people flocked to see
theiconic Coca-Colatruck asit pulled
up in Cardiff on December 8.

The bright red truck, made famous by
the instantly-recognisable soft drink
adverts, was parked outside the St.
David's shopping centre through the
day.

The city was the 32nd stop for the un-
mistakablelorry, which hasaready vis-
ited Swansea, Wrexham, Newtown and
Caernarfon onits45-location tour.

Peoplefrom across South Wal esturned
out to seethetruck and havetheir pho-
tostaken on the Coca-Colapodium.

agreement believe the deal will impact health services.

Million across Europe
sign anti-free-trade
petition In protest

LONDON — More than a million
people across Europe, including
180,000 in the UK, have signed a
petition opposing trade deals be-
tween the European Union and
North America.

The World Development Movement
(WDM) said the Transatlantic Trade
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) had
provoked strong opposition, which crit-
icsclaim could lead to health services
being privatised.

Unions and campaign groups are op-
posed to the deal, which the govern-
ment maintains will boost businessin
the UK, create jobs and fuel the
economy.

Nick Dearden, director of the WDM,
said, “The European Commission is

desperately fighting to prevent acriti-
cal debate from taking place about these
trade dealswith North America.

“With TTIPthreatening labour rights,
environmental standardsand vital pub-
lic services like the NHS, it's not sur-
prising that more than amillion people
havevoiced their oppositiontoitinsuch
a short space of time.”

Trade Minister Lord Livingston said,
“Pressure groups are misleading peo-
pleinto believing that TTIPwill lower
standardsand put the NHS at risk. This
issimply not true, asthe EU, the U.S.
and the UK Government have all made
clear.

“TTIPwill, however, makeit easier for
small businessesto export and will mean
more choice for consumers and lower
pricesin the shops.”

SFU SCOTTISH STUDIES CENTRE

Upcoming lectures
and Presentations

VANCOUVER — The Simon Fraser
University Scottish Studies Centrewill
present a lecture by Dr. Ann Rigney
(Chair of Comparative Literature,
Utrecht University) entitled ‘Where
Walter Scott meets the Mahatma: Re-
flectionson Transnational Literature.’

It will be held in 7000 Earl & Jennie
Lohn Policy Room at SFU Harbour
Centre, 515 West Hastings Street in
Vancouver on Monday, January 12 from
7-9 PM.

On January 23 from 12 noonto 1 PM,
the SFU Scottish Studies Centre will
present a Robert Burns Day Celebra-
tioninthe Teck Gallery, SFU Harbour
Centre, 515 West Hastings Street in
Vancouver.

For the past three years, the centre has
hosted avery successful marathon read-
ing that has brought old and young to-
gether in celebration of the Scottish
bard.

L ast year’s marathon went for arecord
six hours! This year, they are asking
peopleto come down and make history
inadifferent way by joiningthem for a
mass reading/singing of Burns's most
popular works — To a Mouse and A
Man’sa Man —plusthetraditional hag-
gis-addressing and socializing.

Starting at noon, the celebration will also
feature performances of Scottish mu-
sic and song. Check their website for
more details closer to the event at
www.scottish.sfu.ca.



DECEMBER 2014/JANUARY 2015

www.celtic-connection.com Pace 9

Largest firefestival in Europe
takesplacein Scotland in January

LERWICK — Hundreds of Vikings
march through the Shetland town of
Lerwick each year bearing lit torches
inan annual celebration of their Norse
heritage at the Up Helly Aafire festi-
va.

Thisisthe largest fire festival in Eu-
ropeand it takesplace onthelast Tues-
day of January. The procession moves
through the streets before culminating
with the burning of areplicaship.

Thetradition originatesfrom the 1880s
and has been cancelled only ahandful
of times to mark the death of Queen
Victoriaand the First and Second World
Wars.

The current Lerwick celebration grew
out of theolder yuletradition of tar bar-
relling which took place at Christmas
and New Year aswell asUp Helly Aa.

Squads of young men would drag bar-
rels of burning tar through town on
sledges, making mischief.

After the abolition of tar barrelling
around 1874-1880, permission was
eventually obtained for torch proces-
sions.

The first yule torch procession took
placein 1876. Thefirst torch celebra-

tion on Up Helly Aaday took placein
1881.

The Scottish
island’s Norse (S
heritage is cel- [* (4"
ebrated at an-
nual Up Helly

Aa fire festival
and culminates
with burning a
replica Viking
ship.

Thefollowing year thetorchlit proces-
sionwassignificantly enhanced and in-
stitutionalised through a request by a
Lerwick civic body to hold another Up
Helly Aatorch procession for thevisit
of the Duke of Edinburgh.

Up Helly Aafeatures aband of |atter-
day Viking warriors, known asthe Jarl
Squad, and draws visitorsfrom around
theworld.

The first galley was introduced and
burned in 1889 and the leader of the
fire-bearing warriors is dubbed the
“Jarl.”

There is acommittee which a person
must be part of for 15 yearsbefore one
can be ajarl, and only one person is
elected to this committee each year.

The procession culminates in the
torches being thrown into areplicaVi-
kinglongship or galley.

Theevent happensall over Shetland and
iscurrently celebrated at 10 locations
— Scalloway, Lerwick, Nesting and
Girlsta, Uyeasound, Northmavine,
Bressay, Cullivoe, Norwick, the South
Mainland and Delting.

Eachyear itshardy residentsareforced
to endure the darkest of wintersin the
entire British Isles. Last year the spec-
tacular event went ahead despite storm
forcewinds.

And for those who could not be there,
the Promote Shetland local tourist au-
thority streamsthe ceremony liveonline
to thousands of viewers across the
globe.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31°T @ 8PM

TICKET INCLUDES A CHAMPAGNE TOAST AND PIZZA AT MIDNIGHT.
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETZONE.COM OR AT THE BAR.

Sfpmsonres

654 NELSON ST. | DOOLINS.CA | @ O3 & DOOLINS

(SUBIECT TO CAPACITY | 2 PIECES OF ID REQUIRED

1

2014-2015 Season

BlueShore Financial
CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Lunasa
Thursday, February 26 @ 8 PM

Award-winning Irish super group in a showcase of the best that Irish acoustic music has to offer.
Box Office: 604.990.7810 * Online: capilanou.ca/centre
% BlueS e TREF

cu CAPILANO

UNIYERSITY

2055 Purcell V

IRISH SNUG

1033 GRANVILLE

\\'\\-‘\‘-‘.JUHNN[}EFUX.CA
Sun & Wed - live Irish Music Session

Starts: 7:00 pm
Bring your instrument — all welcome

G e

we// spert

For More Information
www,johnniefox.ca ® 604.685.4946

The Foggy Dew Irish Pub

Coquitlam

Is the place to be for all your entertainment needs.
We offer a select menu, great daily Irish specialty
food & beverage, great music, great service,
[friendly faces and lots of fun!

CATCH ALL YOUR FAVOURITE W have!
GAMES RIGHT HERE! % Canmi
" raft Beer
on our 10 plasma & 20 satellite screens on Tap
14 are local
DECEMBER/JANUARY i
EVENT CALENDAR

* Seleet UFC Games
NEW YEAR'S EVE Call pub first to check
DEC 315t — TICKET EVENT
Call for details
ENTERTAINMENT EVERY
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT
with: DJ GARY GUNN

Playing all vour favourite music

+ Football Pool — weekly prize payout

« Chance to win an NFL Jersey al
Monday nite Football

« Enter Ballot to win a trip to Vegas
Draw at Superbowl

« Brunch served every day until 3:00 pm
« .40 cent wings all day to close Mumf]
* Happy Hour — Noon - 8:00 PM

Select Drinks — $3

WWW.FOGGYDEWIRISHPUB.COM

405 North Road
(in the Executive Plaza Hotel) (604)
937-5808

Coquitlam, B.C.

Monday — Mini Jugs of Canadian
- 57.25
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Migration surgeto UK
ablow to Cameron beforedection

LONDON - Prime Minister
David Cameron suffered a
blow to his re-election cam-
paign after his pledge to cut
migration to the tens of thou-
sands was undermined by
new data showing a net
260,000 people moved to
Britainintheyear to June.

The data, which showed net migration
was up more than 40 percent on the
previous 12 months, is awkward for
Cameron who is under pressure from
therisein popularity of theanti-EU UK
Independence Party (UKIP), which
wants to strongly curb the number of
peoplecomingto Britain.

Immigration has shot to thetop of voter
concerns before a 2015 national elec-
tion and Cameron has promised to re-
duce net migration to below 100,000 be-
fore the May vote, a pledge a senior
minister in his Conservative party said
the government was now unlikely to
meet.

Cameron, who has vowed to renegoti-
ate Britain’stieswith the EU ahead of
amembership referendumin 2017 if he
isre-elected, set out new plansto limit
EU migration in a highly anticipated
speech.

On November 28, he announced an ar-
ray of movesfor stopping EU migrants
from claiming benefits, but while atten-
tion was still focused on those moves
he backed off from aconfrontation with
his counterparts on the Continent over
proposalsto introduce a quota system
for migrants.

Under the European Union’s freedom
of movement rules, EU citizensareen-
titled towork anywhereinthebloc. That
has seen hundreds of thousands of EU
nationalscometowork in Britain, which
has the group’s fastest-growing
economy.

He put his emphasis on introducing
stringent welfare restrictions asaway
of reducing the“pull-factor” attracting
migrantsto Britain.

Heoutlined proposals, to beincludedin
next year's Tory election manifesto, to
ban migrants from receiving in-work
benefits such as tax credits for four
yearsand to stop joblessmigrants quali-
fying for unemployment benefits.

Thosewho cannot find ajob within six
monthswould berequired to leave the
country, hesaid.

The prime minister insisted the pack-
age of measures he is unveiling will
mean Britain hasthe toughest welfare
system for EU migrants anywhere in
Europe.

Hisretreat over Tory plansfor Britain
to impose a cap on numbers of Euro-
pean Union migrant workers received
a mixed reception from Eurosceptic
backbenchers who had been pressing
for atougher stance with Brussels.

The Conservatives had previously
floated the idea of restricting the
number of EU nationalsallowed towork
in Britain — a so-called “emergency
brake” —but it was conspicuously ab-
sent from his remarks, in the face of
opposition from other European capi-
tals.

Cameron said hisaim wasto introduce
pan-EU reforms, but he was ready to
implement them in Britain alone if he
did not gain support.

UKIP, which came under heavy attack

BRITISH Prime Minister David Cameron delivers his much-antici-
pated speech on immigration on November 28.

from Cameron, accused him of deceiv-
ing voterson theissue.

Nigel Farage, the party’s leader, said,
“Hecannot control immigration fromthe
EU and has dropped his suggestions of
acap or an emergency brake on num-
berscomingin.”

The Conservative MP for Amber Val-
ley, Nigel Mills, said. “1 think the mes-
sage we needed was that we would put
an absol ute cap on it because we have
too many people coming.

“Theonly comprehensibleway of stop-
ping that is to say ‘Look, here's how
many we are prepared to take each
year’.”

In his speech, delivered at a JCB fac-
tory in Staffordshire, Cameron empha-
sised the value to Britain of EU mem-
bership, insisting he believed he could
succeed inwresting powersback to this
country from Brussels.

But he also signalled he was prepared
toarguefor Britainto leave the Union
as alast resort if other member states
resisted his plansto cut benefitsto mi-
grants.

“If our concerns fall on deaf ears and
we cannot put our relationship with the
EU on abetter footing, then of coursel
rulenothing out. But | am confident that
we can and will succeed.”

And athough hedid not refer to UKIP
by name, he clearly had the anti-EU
party in hissights as he warned politi-
cians to take care over the language
they used about immigration.

“We must anchor the debatein fact, not
prejudice. We must have no truck with
those who use immigration to foment
division. We should distrust thosewho
sell the snake-oil of simple solutions.”

Nick Clegg, thedeputy prime minister,
said some of Cameron’s ideas were
“sensibleand workable.”

But he added, “There are some very
serious questions about whether others
will ever really happenin practice and
whether they are deliverable.”

The Labour leader, Ed Miliband, said,
“David Cameron is a busted flush on
immigration. He has broken his prom-
isesto the public and madefalse prom-
isesto hisparty.”

UK migrant threat
‘fantasy’ says senior
United Nations envoy

LONDON —Thenotion that acore
British culture is under threat
from immigration has been de-
scribed as a “fantasy” and
“prrEExx" by a senior United
Nations official.

Francois Crepeau, the UN’s special
rapporteur on migrant rights, also ap-
peared to criticise the British Govern-
ment’s stance on supporting search and
rescue effortsin the Mediterranean to
saveimmigrantstrying to reach Europe.

Hetold the Independent, “ The fantasy
is that there is a core British culture
that was created probably 2,000 years
ago and carried on, and now it’'s being
threatened by all those barbarians that
are coming to our gate.

“Thisisutter b******t but who isgo-
ing to say this? That iswhy | think we
have a problem with political conver-
sations that we can’t have.”

Hetold the paper he was concerned by
therise of anti-immigration sentiment
across Europe and even went asfar as
saying, “If Britannia is ruled by the
UKIP, or with UKIP-typepolicies, itis

not going to be cool.”

And of the European search and res-
cue mission, he said, “Not supporting
search and rescue operations means
lettingthem die.

“This is what happens, if you don’t
search and rescue them; they die. If
we accept that, | think we go well be-
yond the moral boundaries of our politi-
cal system.”

In October the government set out its
opposition to search and rescue opera-
tions, warning that they might encour-
agemoreillegal immigrantsto attempt
the crossing.

But after facing criticism in the Com-
mons, immigration minister James
Brokenshire said the UK would be pre-
pared to offer further support on top of
thesingle debriefing expert already al-
located.

An Italian mission that saved tens of
thousands of people making the treach-
erous journey from North Africa was
wound up and replaced last month by a
European Union initiative focused on
border control.
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THE SALTIRE FLAG was raised over 10 Downmg Street on St.
Andrew’s Day.

UK Politicians mark
St. Andrew’s Day

LONDON - Leaders from across
the political divide have reflected
on the referendum campaign as
they marked Scotland’s national
day on November 30.

While Prime Minister David Cameron
used his St. Andrew’s Day message to
stress the importance of working to-
gether for a “successful future,” the
new Scottish First Minister Nicola Stur-
geon said shelooked to the future with
“renewed focusand optimism” after the
independence debate.

Just over two months ago Scots voted
to stay part of the United Kingdom,
with 55 percent voting for theunion and
rejecting independencein thereferen-
dum.

Cameron said the Saltirewould befly-
ing “proudly” above 10 Downing Street
as he told how he was “just one of the
millions of peoplewho wererelieved,
proud and delighted that Scotland de-
cided to stay.”

He added, “There was one big mes-
sage at the heart of our campaign: We
can haveastrong UK and astrong Scot-
land—withitsownidentity and achieve-
ments to celebrate. That's what St.
Andrew’s Day isall about.

“As we celebrate St. Andrew’s Day,
we celebrate Scotland, this great na-
tion of culture and enterprise, of pride
and passion, whose countrymen and
women gave the world the steam en-
gine, the television, penicillin, James
Bond, Harry Potter — even the Higgs
boson.

“Today, Scotland’'s national day, the
world shows its admiration for those
achievements, and the bagpipeswill ring
out from the islands of Argyll to the
streets of New York.”

The primeminister continued, “ Every-
where you look around the globe, peo-
plewant abit of Scotland: inAustralia,
wheretartanisproudly worn; inthe Ba-
hamas and Canada, where haggis is
eaten; and in France, where they drink
more Scotch in a month than they do
Cognac in ayear.

“This St. Andrew’s Day, we will be
celebrating that huge global reach, fly-
ing the flag for Scotland at our UK
embassiesand high commissions.

“And when | think of the Saltire, set
against the sun in Dar es Salaam, bil-
lowinginthe Ottawawind, | think of all
theincrediblethingsthat we aredoing,
together, asaUnited Kingdom.

“Thekey to asuccessful futureiswork-
ing, asone, for thegood of usall. That
iswhy al of us—inevery corner of our
country — will be celebrating St.
Andrew’s Day and why nowhere will
the Saltire be flown more proudly than
here, above 10 Downing Street.”

Sturgeon, who succeeded Alex Salmond
as both first minister and SNP leader,
said St. Andrew’s Day was “a won-
derful time to reflect on Scotland’s
many contributionsto the world — our
people, our history and our culture.”

Shesaid, “2014 hasbeen ayear likeno
other for Scotland, during which we
welcomed the world for our Year of
Homecoming, the Commonwealth
Gamesin Glasgow, and the Ryder Cup
at Gleneagles.”

Sturgeon said Scotland wasan“ outward
looking nation” and added, “As first
minister, | recognise theimportance of
Scotland working together with our
friendsin Europe and acrossthe globe
to secure abetter, more prosperous and
peaceful futurefor all.”

Irish Minister
warns over
UK quitting EU

DUBLIN — Ireland has weighed into
the heated row over Britain’sfuturein
Europe, warning that any exit from the
EU would pull the two neighbouring
countries apart just asthey areforging
historically closelinks.

Dublin’s Foreign Affairs Minister
CharlieFlanagan said theIrish aredis-
mayed at the prospect of the UK going
it alone and could not simply sit by as
debate intensifies ahead of aproposed
make-or-break referendum on member-
shipin2017.

In a direct plea to Britain, he said,
“Whilel’mfully respectful of and sen-
sitiveto theinternal democratic reflec-
tion under way within the UK, | cannot
shy away from this debate.

“The UK’s continued membership of
the EU is hugely important to us and
thereistoo much at stake to remain on
thesidelines.”

Flanagan added, “Ireland’s position on
thisisunequivoca: wewant the UK to
remain afull, integral member of the
Union.”

Speaking in London at the European
Council on Foreign Relations, the sen-
ior Irish government minister, who also
hasresponsibility for trade, said the EU
laid foundationsfor unparalleled peace
and stability acrossthe continent.

“That ought to be appreciated herein
the UK, which sacrificed so much in
two world wars precisely because of
the absence of a settled European or-
der based on law,” he said.

“Therole of the EU in bringing about
and maintaining that peace and stabil-
ity should never be underestimated or
taken for granted.”
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Alex Salmond sets sights
on Westminster

EDINBURGH - Scotland’'s
former First Minister Alex
Samond has confirmed his
intention to stand for aseat in
Westminster at the general
electionin May.

He resigned as SNP leader and First
Minister just hours after the Yes cam-
paign lost the independence referen-
dum, and speculation over hispolitical
future has continued ever since.

Hewill runinthe Gordon constituency
whichiscurrently held by Liberal Demo-
crat MP Sir Malcolm Bruce, whoisre-
tiring.

The announcement of Salmond’s can-
didacy endsweeks of speculation about
apossiblereturn to the Commons.

Salmond told his Ellon audience that
thereisthe* prospect of real power for
Scotland” if the SNPwinsasignificant
number of seats at Westminster.

Since the referendum, support for the
SNP has swelled and the party’ s mem-
bership hasgrown from 25,000 to more
than 92,000.

Recent pollshave aso predicted large
gainsfor the party at next year’s gen-

SCOTLAND'’S former First Min-
ister Alex Salmond is to stand
for a seat in Westminster at the
general election in May 2015.

eral election, with one showing the SNP
leading L abour by 46 percent to 26 per-
cent in Scotland.

When standing down as First Minister,
Salmond described his seven-year ten-
ureasthe“privilege” of hislife.

Hewasgiven astanding ovation by his
party colleagues, and was embraced by
deputy Nicola Sturgeon, who has re-
placed him at the head of the Scottish
Government.

He said, “ Scotland has a new sense of
political confidence and a new sense
of economic confidence. That new po-
litical confidence, or engagement, isthe
point on which | wishtoend.”

The Gordon seat, which will now be-
come one of the most-watched in next
year'sgeneral election, waswonby Lib
Dem Bruce with a majority of 6,748
over the SNPin 2010.

Salmond, who was First Minister for
seven years, was recently named Spec-
tator magazine'sPolitician of the Year
at aceremony in London.

He said hewas “honoured’’ to receive
the award for a second time, having
previously been recognisedin 2011 af-
ter the SNP'slandslide win in the Scot-
tish elections.

Theformer SNPleader said, “ Thishas
been a momentous year for Scotland
and, while the Yes campaign may not
have won in the referendum, there is
no doubt that Scotland has been
changed utterly.”

Gordon Brown to quit
as M P and turnsdown
Seat 1n House of Lords

LONDON - Former Prime
Minister Gordon Brown has
confirmed in an emotional
farewell speech that he will
leave Parliament at next
May’s general election, after
32yearsasan MP.

Speaking in his Kirkcaldy and
Cowdenbesath constituency, he said he
would be leaving “public office” but
would continue hispublic servicein his
roleasthe United Nations' special en-
voy for global education.

He said he would turn down a seat in
the House of Lords and would never
return to frontline politics.

But he promised to intervenein future
to safeguard Britain’splacein the EU,
Scotland’s place in the UK and the
NHS. He also pledged to work for Ed
Miliband’'selection asprimeminister in
May and to help Labour in the 2016
Scottish Parliament elections.

Brown, who appeared with his wife
Sarah and sons John and Fraser, said
local people had shown “kindness’ and
given him “strength” when his daugh-
ter Jennifer Jane died after 10 days
some 13 years ago.

“We are not leaving Fife,” hesaid. “It
isLondonwe areleaving.”

Brown bowed out on ahigh after play-
ing apivotal role in heading off a'Yes
vote in the referendum on Scottishin-
dependencein September.

He played a critical role, along with
Tony Blair, inthe New Labour project
which made his party electable again
in 1997 after 18 years in the wilder-
ness.

Asthelongest-serving chancellor inliv-

FORMER British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown is to step down
as an MP.

“We are not leaving
Fife, it is London
we are leaving.”

ing memory, his 10 years at the Treas-
ury saw him pump billionsinto public
services and keep Britain out of the
euro — a decision that Blairites now
admit he got right and their man wrong.

But histenure was marred by feuding
between Brownites and Blairites. It
stemmed from his decision to stand
aside to give Blair a free run at the
L abour leadership asthe modernisers’
candidatewhen John Smith diedin 1994.

Hispremiership never really recovered
fromthe“non-election” of 2007, which
he called off at the last minute.

The National

newspaper
now permanent

EDINBURGH —A new Scottish
newspaper supporting independ-
ence is to become a permanent
fixture after asuccessful trial.

The National went on sale as part of
aninitial five-day run but will now con-
tinue after sales “beyond the wildest
dreams’ of publishers.

An editorial in the paper on November
28 thanked readersfor their support and
disclosed that 60,000 copieswere sold
on itsfirst day and that about 11,000
people have signed up for adigital sub-
scription to The National.

The newspaper costs 50p and the mast-
head describes it as “‘the newspaper
that supportsan independent Scotland.”

Itispublished by Newsquest, which al-
ready publishes the Herald, the Sun-
day Herald and the Evening Timesin
Scotland.

The Sunday Herald wasthe only news-
paper in favour of leaving the UK in
therun-up to September’sreferendum.
Its editor Richard Walker is also in
charge of The National.

The editorial in the paper today said,
“Ouir first edition sold out. We printed
100,000 copiesthe following day, and
salesstayed at ahigh level.

“They have slipped slightly since—as
salesinevitably do after alaunch edi-
tion. But they remain beyond our wild-
est dreams and are bolstered by more
than 11,000 digital subscriptions. It's
been an incredible — if challenging —
week.”

Former First Minister Alex Salmond
showed his support for the publication
as he carried a copy of The National
on stage as he was named Spectator
magazine's Politician of the Year at a
ceremony in London.

Will you be
going to the
- Superbowl?

ENTER TO WIN'ATRIP FOR TWO TO

THE SUPERBOWL IN GLENDALE, AZ.

Join us for the Bud Light party on Sunday,
January 18th, 2015 at Mahony & Sons (UBC).
Your VIP erip for roo includes:

» Flights

o Hotels

» Superbowl game tickets

o Shuttles

» And VIP partics

For every pint or bottle of Bud Light & Bud you purchase before the draw on
January 18th you will receive a chance to enter the draw. Must be at Mahony & Sons
UBC for the Conference Championship games party on the 18th at the time of draw
to win the trip. Must be 21+ years of age to win. Game times TBA.

I3 /mahonyandsons [ ®mahonyandsons MAHONYANDSONS.COM

"No purchase necessary to participate in Bud Light contest. Must be 21+ years of age to enter,
Ask server for details. ©/MD Anheuser-Busch, LLC
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irish Fakb» @ @+Restaurant

We'd like to thank all our customers
and the community of Kitsilano, from
the bottom of our hearts.

For your continued support and
patronage over the last seven and a half
years, that we have owned the business
.. without all of you The Woho wouldn’t
exist.

We hope you welcome the new owners
with open arms as you did for us, when
we we took over and continue to sup-
port The WoHo for the great neighbour
pub that it is.

Our sincerest thanks and appreciation.

Jen & Jesse Findlay
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Britain’s moving tribute
to her First World War dea

LONDON —1n 1914 theFirst
World War broke out and at
the eleventh hour of the elev-
enth day of theeleventh month
of 1918 it ended.

In the four years of conflict nine
million soldiers had been killed
and 21 million injured.

Among those casualties, 888,246 Brit-
ish and Commonwealth soldiers fell.
Now, 100 years on, to commemorate
their sacrifice, the same number of ce-
ramic poppieswere planted in the moat
surrounding the Tower of London.

Theartigtic visionentitled “ Blood Swept
Lands and Seas of Red” by ceramic
artist Paul Cumminsand Royal Shake-
speare Company set designer Tom
Piper, created the effect of ariver of
blood flowing around the castle, both
spellbinding and very moving.

Each day at sunset names of 180 Com-
monwealth troops, killed during thewar,
were read out as part of aroll of hon-
our followed by the playing of the Last
Post by amember of the armed forces.

Volunteers began planting the poppies
inAugust with thelast onebeing planted
onArmistice Day by 13-year-old cadet
Harry Hayes from the Reading Blue
Coat School Combined Cadet Force.

Having pierced the ceramic flower into
theground, he saluted the thousands of
peoplein the crowd completing the vi-
brant swathe of the breath-taking me-
morid.

My wife and | felt privileged to be
among the estimated five million peo-
ple who visited the Tower of London
and witnessed this extraordinary dis-
play.

Despite pleas and a petition to retain
the poppies, volunteers began remov-

ing them on November 12 and now the
site is bare and a sea of mud.

The ceramic poppies were for sale at
£25 each and all have been sold with
the proceeds being shared between six
military charities. Sadly, there are no
plansto repeat the display.

Last month’sissue of The Celtic Con-
nection mentioned that an effigy of
Alex Salmond was blown up at thean-
nual November 5 Guy Fawkes celebra-
tionsin Lewesin East Sussex.

PiersMorgan, the self-satisfied and ir-
ritating television presenter, advised
Salmond not to takeit personally asin
apreviousyear hiseffigy had suffered
the same fate.

Having had the great pleasure of at-
tending one of these riotous affairs, |
think it should beexplained that itisall
for fun and charity and noinsultisin-
tended to the individuals selected to
accompany Guy Fawkes on a sudden
journey tothe stars.

Itisall very much tongue-in-cheek, and
personalitiesin the news are often the

SOME five million people visited Britain’s moving tribute to her
First World War dead. The ‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas Of Red’
installation with 888,246 ceramic flowers planted under the Tower
of London represented every British or Commonwealth citizen
who died during the conflict. The display raised an incredible
£11.2 million for charity. The first flower was planted on July 17
and the last was put in place on November 11 to coincide with

Armistice Day ceremonies

subjects chosen by the Lewes bonfire
societies.

| witnessed effigies of both Angela
Merkel and the Olympic cyclist, Sir
Bradley Wiggins, being paraded in ad-
vance of being propelled into the No-
vember sky.

On that occasion a10-foot high effigy
of her majesty the Queen accompanied
by cardboard corgiswas also paraded.

| don’t think the Queen was blown up
or burnt but the strategically placed
bangers (firecrackers | think you call
them) did the corgisnofavoursand Alex
Salmond can be grateful that hedidn’t
suffer the sameindignity.

It has been suggested that Ed Milliband,
the Labour party |eader, needs some-
thing to buck him up abit ashisrating
inthepollsisat an all-timelow.

No doubt the Tory council in Lewes
would have afew ideas.

Inthebanking world the Royal Bank of
Scotland are considering doing away
with the age-old security question re-
questing the maiden name of the cus-
tomer’s mother, not wishing to offend
customersraised by gay parents.

Global head of RBS's Inclusion pro-
gramme, Mgjorie Strachan stated that
asking for the maiden name of an ac-

count holder with two mothers or two
fatherswould be problematic.

Thisisthe bank the government had to
bail out with public funds, and that the
Financia Conduct Authority fined £14.5
millionfor seriousfailingsinadvicegiven
tomortgage borrowers. They obviously
find many things problematic.

And finally a Christmas tale to warm
the cockles of your heart (unless you
are ataxpayer in Doncaster).

Doncaster Council in South Yorkshire
haswritten to Peter Macdonald, an un-
employed a coholic, ashewasfalling
into arrearswith hisrent.

The letter read, “We can see you are
struggling to pay the shortfall between
your rent and your housing allowance
due to the large amount you spend on
alcohol.

“We understand that you spend thisas
you are alcohol dependant. We have
decided to award you a discretionary
housing payment and will pay you an
extra £9.06 per week.”

In Doncaster thiswill buy him at least
another three pints of beer

A very happy Macdonald said, “| know
thisisananny state, but | had no idea
they looked after you thiswell.”

Merry Christmas to all,
Elfan

Tributes for PD James
who has died aged 94

LONDON - The queen of crime writ-
ers PD James has died aged 94 after a
career that took her fromthecivil serv-
ice to the House of Lords via the
bestseller lists.

Her family said the bestselling writer,
who became Baroness James of Hol-
land Park in 1991, died at homein Ox-
ford.

The novelist, who wrote a string of
books about detective Adam Dalgliesh,
spent 30 yearsworking asacivil serv-
ant before becoming afull-timewriter.

Her publishers Faber & Faber said,
“Shewas so very remarkablein every
aspect of her life, an inspiration and
great friend tousall.”

The Dalgliesh booksfound awider au-
diencethrough aseriesof ITV adapta-
tionswith Roy Marsdenintheleadrole
and James branched out into non-fic-
tion and stand-alone novelsincluding
one updating Jane Austen’s Pride And
Prejudice.

Death Comes To Pemberley pitched
Austen’s characters, Mr. Darcy and his
wife Elizabeth, into the middle of a
murder mystery and was later filmed
by the BBC.

She listed Austen among the four au-
thors sheregarded as having the great-
est influence on her work, alongside
Dorothy L. Sayers, Graham Greeneand
Evelyn Waugh.

BEDLAY CASTLE, located just northeast of Glasgow, is for

sale with an asking price of £500,000 and comes with nearly

10 acres of land.

16" Century Haunted
Scottish Cagtlefor Sale

GLASGOW —With an asking price of
£500,000, this Scottish castleis an at-
tractive offer, although you might be
sharing the building with aspecter.

Bedlay Castle, located just northeast of
Glasgow, comes with nearly 10 acres
of land.

During the Middle Ages thisland was
owned by the Bishop of Glasgow, but
in 1580 the property was given to
Robert Boyd, 4" Lord Boyd of
Kilmarnock, who built his own castle
at anatural defensive point.

The 16™ century building is a simple
tower house of two storeys and an at-
tic. Thetower house was around 13 by
7.5 metres, and had asguare stair tower
protruding from the north-east corner.

At the ground floor were two vaulted
cellars, with a hall above. The stair
tower was later modified by the addi-
tion of an extra storey, reached by a
spiral stair corbelled out fromthejoin
of the stair tower and the main block.

In 1642 the castle was sold to James
Robertson, who later became Lord
Bedlay.

His family extended the castle, and
owned it until 1786. Thisextensionis
of thesame height astheoriginal build-
ing, with a single room on each floor.
Round towers finish off both western
corners of the extension.

Because the extension was built on
lower ground, an extra floor was cre-
ated at the lower level, accessed from
theground floor, and including ahidden
room beneath one of the towers.

The castle, which isalisted historical

site, haslong been used asahome and
has six bedrooms. One will find large
barrel-vaulted storerooms, cellarsand
two smaller lardersaswell asthemain
kitchen and living room.

Themaster bedroomisonthefirst floor
together with adrawing room and gal-
lery, and alarge dining room. The other
five bedrooms can be found on the sec-
ond and third floors.

One of thelegends about Bedlay Cas-
tleisthat it ishaunted —before thiscas-
tle was built the property was used as
apalacefor the Bishops of Glasgow.

Apparently one of the bishopsdrowned
inanearby lake, but hisghost has been
roaming around Bedlay Castle ever
since, despite an attempt at an exor-
cisminthe 18" century.

Some people have reported seeing the
bishop'slargefigure appearing sponta-
neously, and others have heard of him
moving around the building.

The sale is being handled by Duncan
Barrie of CKD Galbraith.

He commented, “The sale of Bedlay
Castle makes owning a beautiful Scot-
tish castle an affordable reality for
many. However the scale of the resto-
rationwork requiredisfairly extensive
but would bewell worth theinvestment
of time and finance.

“The property is deceptively close to
the city of Glasgow, and thereisdirect
accesstotheA80to Stirling, Edinburgh
and Perth viathe M9 and A9; yet the
mixture of pasture land and amenity
woodland surrounding Bedlay givesa
considerable element of seclusion and

privacy.”

Confidence in Scottish
busnesses ‘on therise

EDINBURGH - Business conditions
in Scotland areimproving, according to
asurvey of chartered accountants.

Thelatest business confidence monitor
shows Scottish businesses recorded a
confidence score of 22 between July
and October, up from the previous quar-
ter.

A total of 60 chartered accountants
were asked how they would describe
their confidencein the economic pros-
pectsfacing their businessover the next
12 months, compared to the previous
12 months.

They scored zero for stating “ as confi-
dent,” positively up to 100 for more
confident, and negatively down to -100
for lessconfident, with an average score

calculated from all the responses.

Only 21 percent of respondents said
marketplace competition is a greater
challenge than ayear ago.

Turnover isreported to haveincreased
by 5.5 percent in the last 12 months,
with gross profits up by 4.9 percent.

Both of these growth rates are faster
than those seen over 2013. Similar
growth rates are expected in the year
ahead.

Scotland’s confidencerating isstill be-
low the UK average of 28.6.

The business monitor is conducted by
theInstitute of Chartered Accountants
in England and Wales (ICAEW) and
Grant Thornton UK.
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The two Perths: The

EDINBURGH - Until re-
cently | had spent asmuchtime
in Perth, Ontario asin Perth,
Scotland and my vague notion
of the original Perth was
based on two things.

Thefirst wasthe testimony of ayoung
man | coached in Canadawho became
aprofessional footballer in Scotland.

He played for four different teamsin
Scotland, thefirst of which wasPerth's
team, St. Johnstone.

He told me that walking around Perth
after dark produced aheightened sense
of physical threat in him that no other
Scottish town could match.

In 2013, | finaly visited Perth myself to
speak at the Burns Club annual dinner.

From the convivial interior of the Salu-
tation Hotel (commonly referred to as
‘the oldest hotel in Scotland’) it was
hard to imagine the danger supposedly
lurking in the streets outside.

Donald Paton has shed light on this ap-
parent contradiction in hisnew anthol-
ogy of writing about Perth.

It contains evidence of both Perths —
the douce and the dangerous — and
many more Perths besides. In fact,
there seem to have been amost asmany
Perths asthere were peopleto observe
them.

Paton has collected over 120 pieces of
writing about Perth and arranged them
inchronological order.

The first is by “traveller-poet” John
Taylor who arrived in1618 when the
town wasstill called St. Johnstone and
found it “much decayed by reason of
the want of his Mgjesty’s (James V1)
yearly coming tolodgethere.”

The last is a speech by Queen Eliza-
beth 11 deliveredin 2012 “on the occa-
sion of the granting of city status [to
Perth].”

In between times, Paton hasdoneafine
job of gathering an eclectic selection of
writers most of whom, asthetitle sug-
gests, are visitors to Perth rather than
residents.

Burns is here, so too Scott, Buchan,
Defoe, Ruskin, Beatrix Potter and Gen-
eral Wolfe. More recently, comedian
Billy Connolly, actor Brian Cox and
writerslike Tom Weir, Jack House and
Nigel Tranter have all had something
to say about Perth.

Therearealso plenty of unknown punt-
ers who have felt moved to put their
thoughts on paper when passing through
thetown.

Paton, as many Celtic Connection
readers already know, was born and
raised in Perth but now lives part of the
year in Vancouver and there is some
evidence of the Canadian connection
intheanthol ogy.

Several visiting Canadians are cited,
including ayoung girl whowasin Perth
in1846.

douce and the dangerous

DONALD PATON with Provost of Perth Elizabeth Grant at the
launch of his new book Perth As Others Saw Us.

She was taken “to view the Tay in al
its grandeur” by John Dickson, alaw-
yer and a member of the Society of
Writers to the Signet.

Dickson recordsthat “ shelooked over
the parapet of the bridge through her
gold eyeglass and disposed of the Tay
with the remark ‘Ah! A pretty little
creek’...”

Sheisnot the only iconoclast inthe an-
thology and this often providesthe most
engaging testimonies, especially com-
pared to politicians and monarchswho
usually say what they are expected to
say.

Queen Victoriahastwo entrieswithout
saying much of anything and thereare
contributionsfrom politiciansof various
stripeswho sing thetown’s prai ses.

One notable exception is Michael
Russell, until recently Scotland’s Cabi-
net Secretary for Education, but writ-
ing herewhen hewasfollowing thejour-
ney around Scotland oncetaken by poet
Edwin Muir.

Russell provides a nicely crafted de-
scription of Perthashefound itin 1998.

He gives to the Salutation Hotel with
one hand (“my favourite”) and takes
away with the other (“thoughitsclaim
to betheoldestin Scotland is probably
bogus”).

Healso slipsinwhat might now bere-
garded as awee piece of modern Scot-
tish history: “Perhaps | like Perth be-
cause| associateit with success: it was
here that Alex Salmond became SNP
leader in 1990, and, at the same time,
as his campaign manager, | avoided
being defeated for the party office |
held.”

Anthologising is a notoriously tricky
business considered in some academic
circlesas being subject to politicizing,
sacralising, anathematizing and so on.
But Paton isrefreshingly honest about
hismotivations.

“Asinany anthology,” hewritesinthe
introduction, “the selection reflectsthe
compiler’stastesand prejudices. | have
included what interested, engaged or
amused me and this brought together
someimprobable bedfellows!”

He hasclearly taken care to juxtapose
the propagandist and the cynic where

appropriate.

As mentioned, the Queen has the last
entry inthe anthology and praises Perth
for itsimportance “at the very heart of
Scotland.”

Scottish Review editor and journalist
Kenneth Roy, however, hasthe penul-
timate entry and tellsadifferent story.

By coincidence, he was in Perth to
speak at the annual Burns dinner the
year before | did.

But hisreal concernisthetown’shome-

less problem and “the poverty and dis-
advantage lurking not far from
Debenham’sfront door.”

According to Roy, some of the good
people of Perth are pretending not to
see any of this.

Hismood isnot hel ped by awomanwho
approaches him after his speech to say
“1 do hope Scotland isn’t asdepressing
asyou madeit out to be tonight.”

If a new city has to be created, Roy
“would have given the honour in Scot-
land to atown less pleased with itself.”

Roy isone of ahandful of people who
get two entriesin the anthology and it
isinteresting to see how attitudes can
change over time.

Roy’smood ismuch lighter in the ear-
lier piece, penned 25 years before he
delivered his Burns speech, and Perth
emerges as quirky and funny rather
than self-satisfied.

Victorian-eraart critic John Ruskin also
has two entries.

Inthefirst, heisfull of thejoys of the
two childhood years he spent in Perth
but the second istaken from hisdiaries
when “all looked hopeless and cheer-
less; thetown smoky and ugly in outer
suburbs.”

Ruskin concludesthat it isnot Perth that
has changed but him, “ partly from my
own pain at not seeing E(uphemia)
G(ray).”

‘Effie’ Gray wasbornandisburiedin
Perth. She is the subject of a recent
movie starring Dakota Fanning.

Thereispoetry-a-plenty in Paton’san-
thology anditisof varying quality. The
best of the worst poetry is, as always,
by William M cGonagall who |eft Dun-
dee for Perth “resolving to return no
more [to Dundee] owing to the harsh
treatment | had received in the city as
iswell known asatruth without record-
ingit.”

The inhabitants of Perth, by contrast,
werevery kind to him and hiswifeand
he rewarded them with a series of po-
ems Beautiful Ancient City of Perth /
One of the grandest on the earth, etc.

The title Perth As Others Saw Us is,
simultaneously, atip of the hat to Robert
Burns (‘ To see oursels as ithers see
us!’) and an indication that most of the
writersarevisitorsrather than residents
of Perth.

Thebook isafascinating read initself
but also preserves some writing that
would have disappeared from history
without Paton’s efforts. Future genera-
tionswith aninterest in Perth will have
cause to be grateful.

[Perth As Others Saw Us is available
from the publisher tippermuirbooks@
blueyonder.co.uk or from Amazon].
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$45-58 MARY'S BRITISH HOME

Celebrating 33 years in Steveston

» Good Selection of British UK. Specialties for the Holidays
Gioceries * Marks & Spencer Christmas Cakes
rocerics o Large round 3 1b rich fruitcake
LR EATSE IR TR L ER (DIl * Marks & Spencer Christmas
LK. iday rakfasts - Puddings
.l. 'I\‘ Holul '\ Brt akfasts 3 siaev: 11b; 2 andisiagle sesving
Ayrshire and Irish Bacon « Cadbury Milk Tray Chocolates
Black & White Pudding mswr Chocolates from
Free Range Eggs .Ti_ns'bfknset',(l_‘bo'tolate's‘
Baked Beans « Good selection of Fruit Cakes
Barry’s, Bewley’s & = Cadbury Selection Boxes
Yorkshire Tes — Medium size
orkshire Tea « Aberdeen Kippers
Mace BUETGUEIEG M ET Bl « Smoked Haddock
» Haggis & Canned Haggis * Good Selection of U.K. Cheeses
44 128 « Bangers
for stuffing poultry & « Chipolata Sausages
Robbie Burns celebrations woand much more

Unit #4 - 3740 Chatham Street, Richmond, B.C. (Steveston)
Open 10:00 a.m to 5:30 p.m. every day

Telephone: (604) 274-2261

"(«(,///;M %k/-//(/(//’(//r %ﬂ//{y
Working for Scotland in Canada

Business, {__'uﬂurc, Fducation and g‘crut:mmcru
Go to the Website: www.scottishcanadianagency.com
Or Contact Harry McGrath

Email: harry@scottishcanadianagency.com

Learn to play pipes
and drums with the

World Champions!

Interested?
The SFU Pipe Band’s
world-famous teaching
program for children starts
immediately.

Lots of fun ¢ Great instruction

For information, call:

(604) 942-5118
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Legacy of First World War
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Christmas truce lives on

THE Duke of Cambridge will unveil a new Christmas Truce Monu-
ment at the National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas, Stafford-
shire on December 12. He is pictured above with Arsenal and
England star Theo Walcott at the launch of the Football Remem-

bers design project.

LONDON - The Duke of
Cambridge will attend a
dedication ceremony for a
monument commemorating
the 1914 Christmas Truce at
the National Memorial Arbo-
retum in Alrewas, Stafford-
shire on December 12.

Thememoria unveil ispart of Football
Remembers, a series of eventsin De-
cember being delivered jointly by the
Premier League, The FA and the Foot-
ball Leaguein partnership withthe Brit-
ish Council, to commemorate the First
World War.

The design for the memorial was cho-
sen by The Duke of Cambridge and
England star Theo Walcott, after the
Football Remembers competition was
opened to more than 30,000 schools
across the UK.

Until now, there has been no memoria
on the 150-acre site dedicated to the
Christmas Truce story of December 25,
1914. The new memorial has been
funded by the Football Remembers
partners.

One hundred years ago this Christmas,
on the bitter, battered no-man’s land
between the German and Allied
trenches, bands of cold, demoralised,
bewildered men, taught to hate, played
together in the most famous scattering
of football gamesin history.

vy 9, 1915
treﬁches on ¢

On December 23 —that first winter of
the First World War — hymns were
heard from both sets of trenches and
German soldiers coming back into the
front line brought with them small coni-
fers, which they tied to the parapets.

By Christmas Eve, thesetreeshad been
decorated with candles and paper |an-
ternsthat could be seen shining across
themud.

Asadeep hard frost settled over north-
ern Europe, carols drifted into the air
from both sides of the line — O
Tannenbaum, Oh Come All Ye Faith-
ful.

In no-man’sland, soldiersfrom thetwo
sides shook hands and laughed and
smoked. They exchanged presents:
beef, rum, chocolate and cigarettes
from the British and sausages, cognac
and coffee from the Germans.

They dug gravesinthe hard earth, gath-
ered the bodies of the dead, and occa-
sionally buried them, German and
Briton, side-by-side.

They maderepairsto the trenches, and
talked about their families — many of
the German soldiers spoke excellent
English.

And then, in pockets, up and down the
500-milefront line, they played football
—sometimeswith atin can, sometimes
with arolled up sandbag and occasion-
ally with areal |leather football —their
huge army boots heavy with water, the
ball leaden from the constant damp.

The poignancy of those Christmas
kickaboutslivesontoday. A century on,
there are numerous commemorations
this December.

At the National Football Museum, a
new exhibition, “ The Greater Game —
Football and the First World War” opens
on December 19.

It will cover al thingsfootball, includ-
ing the Christmas Truce, but also the
controversy surrounding the continua-
tion of the 1914-15 footbal | season, the
development of women'’s football at
munitionsfactoriesand the Footballers
Battalion, formed at Fulham Town Hall
in1914.

The museum is also supporting
www.footballandthefirstworl dwar.com,
a project to create a database about
football during the war, to which eve-
ryoneisencouraged to contribute.

December 6 marks the start of Foot-
ball RemembersWeek, and on Decem-
ber 17, the British Army will take on
the German Army in aspecial football
match at Aldershot Town Stadium.

The match will bring together serving
soldiersfrom both countriesamost ex-
actly 100 years on from the original
Christmas Truce moments of Decem-
ber 25, 1914.

An Irish Christmas Tradition:
The Candle in the Window

THE candleinthewindow at Christ-
massymbolizesmany thingsin Ireland.

It'sstill afavoritetraditional Irish Christ-
mas decoration, harkening back to that
ancient Christmas Evewhen Mary and
Joseph could find no shelter.

It isasymbol of Irish hospitality — a
way of welcoming Mary and
Joseph...and any travelerswho might
happen to pass by looking for awarm
place to stay.

Inthedayswhenit wasillegal and even
dangerousto practicethe Catholic faith
in Ireland because of the oppressive
Pena Laws, thecandlesseeninthewin-
dowsof Irish homesat Christmasalso
signaled traveling prieststhat thiswas
ahomewherethey would bewelcome
and where they could safely conduct
thetraditional Irish Catholic Christmas
Mass.

Merry Christmas and a

Thewordsfromthe“Kerry Christmas
Carol” giveasensesof theroots of this
oldIrishtradition:

Don't blow the tall white candle out
But leave it burning bright,
So that they'll know
they' re welcome here
This holy Christmas night!

The placing of alighted candlein the
window of a house on Christmas Eve
isstill practised today.

A further element of thetraditionisthat
the candle should belit by theyoungest
member of the household and only be
extinguished by agirl bearing the name
‘Mary'.

lRISH HERITAC P{T?é

SOCIETY OF CANADA

2N

New Year

mawry;::gﬁmﬁhm&mqfn&c

For more information about the Irish Heritage Society of Canada, contacr:
(604) 948-2885

www.irishheritagesociety.ca
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Christmas stock has arrived
SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION
Take us home with you!

CELTIC

Tt

VTR

As close as your going to get to
British Products without a plane ticket.

o

English Sweets,
Bagged Candies,
Chocolates
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YOUR CHRISTMAS
STOCKING
FILLER-UP

DESTINATION

i

g Marks & Spencer f

F Christmas Cakes ;.a
: & Puddings

ST

Jnin

Start your Christmas
Morning with a
i proper Irish Fry-Up
or Full Welsh,
Scottish, Manx or
English Breakfast

()

Black & White Pudding, Sausages,
Bacon, Heinz Beanz, Irish Potato Cakes,
| Melton Mowbray, Scotch Pies, Pork Pies,
&l Scottish Kippers & Haddock, Corned Beef
il Patty’s, Scottish Black Top Bread, Pasty’s,

Marmalades, English & Irish Cheese,

Irish Champ Patty, Trad. Cornish Pasty,
HAGGIS & HAGGIS PIES & even more.

TEI <mm 2 Pl

of

Tea Towels,
Scarfs,
Toques,
Caps, Flags,
Cups, Mugs,
Decals, Pins,
Lanyards,
Badges, etc.

TREASURE CHEST

British Groceries, Teas, Deli Products,
Sweets, Bagged Candies, Gifts & Souvenirs

TRIPLE AAA MEAT PIES
Steak & Guinness, Steak & Kilkenny,
Steak & Kidney, Steak & Mushroom, Pub
Pies, Steak & Potato, Steak & Vegetable,
Minced Beef, Cheese & Onion, Chicken
' & Mushroom, Curry Chicken, etc.

Check our web site for details

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS

www.celtictreasurechest.com
| 38 Brands

IMPORTED
U. K. TEAS

YOUR U.K. GIFT, SOUVENIR
& SOCCER SPORTS CENTER

i rrhfrum the British Isles

directly from
Scotland, Ireland
England & Wales
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Writish Stple

BACON & SAUSAGES

Tl

=

T T e

IMPERIAL
LEATHER
& Radox

Writish Import Stores

5639 DUNBAR ST.

VANCOUVER, B.C.
(04} 261-3688

#14, 7550 RIVER ROAD

DELTA, B.C,
(604] H40-5366
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Nollaig fé shéin
is fé mhaise dhaoibh go léir

A very Happy Christmas to everyone
around the Pacific Northwest!
From Seattle’s Irish Heritage Club

and its affiliated programs - Baile Glas dancers; Ceol Cascadia
Irish Music Association; Friends of St. Patrick in Seattle; Irish
Heritage Players; Irish Network Seattle; Irish Reels Film
Festival; Seattle Gaels Gaelic Football, Hurling & Camogie;
Seattle Galway Sister City Association; and Seattle Irish
Immigrant Support. www.lrishClub.org
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Welsh Society of
Vancouver

Wishes everyone a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

Cambrian Hall,
215 East 17", Avenue,
Vancouver V5V 1A6

David Llewelyn Williams,
President

AR A :
B T

For more information about the Welsh Society activities
visit www.WelshSociety.com or call 604 876-2815

Peace to all
our Cherished
5 Celtic Readers )

Maura De Freitas - Publisher/Editor
Catholine Butler - Advertising
and Promotions Manager
Colleen Carpenter - Copy Editor
Ainsley Baldwin - Ad Production
Philomena Daly - Accounting

Distribution: Arlyn Lingat * Tom Butler
= Linda Robb « Eifion Williams
* Neville Thomas * Joanne Long
» Kathy Griffin * Frank Dudfield
* Bill Duncan * Doug Medley
* Gabriel Clark « » Nanci Spieker
* Heather Murphy ¢ Deirdre O'Ruairc
* Mary & Ray Fynes ¢ Gerry O’Keefe
* Allison Moore * Oliver Grealish
Special thanks to our dedicated writers
& many volunteers who continue
to help us bring our paper
to you each month.

(o) A150: OUR WARMEST APPRECIATION TO 0
ALL OUR SUPPORTERS AND ADVERTISERS - <}
YOUR SUPPORT HAS BEEN THE LIFEBLOOD '

OF THIS NEWSPAPER,

Merry Christmas from the
Western Canada Division
of the GAA!

m-, Calgary Chieftains
Edmonton Wolfe Tones
& Fort McMurray Shamrocks
Red Deer/Lethbridge Eire Og g
Vancouver Harps
Regina Gaels g‘g
Fianna Calgary

@ Clann naGael Saskatoon

To get involved in your local GAA Club
visit www.westerncanadagaa.co.nr



Christmas

Rogue Folk Club

Celebrating 28 Years of the best Celtic & Roots!
www.roguefolk.com
Wishing all our friends
at the Celtic Connection
and all the readers a
hearty Wassail!

, Seasons Greetings & all the best
See you at The Rogue in

20175 at such shows as: || |8 ) Jfor a prosperous New Year

e Fraser & Haas (Jan 11)

* Ja. Keelaghan (Feb 7) g from New West Gypsum Recycling

* The Fretless (Feb 15) N to the Irish and Celtic Community

L Altan (Mar 19- Cenienma.’) :
A » Goitse (Mar 22)

e Hayes & Cahill (May 3)

HiiH

N THE PRINCE GEORGE CELTIC CLUB ||| pe— ' > :
(&g ish sports aro sodial sodiety eomonton

WISHING EVERYONE ¢ IR\ 12546-126 Street, Edmonton Alberta T5L 0X3
b \ Tel: 780-453-2249 Fax: 780-451-5969

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS STl B e — 2249 Fax: 780-451

& A HAPEY NEW YEAR ekt Martin Doyle and the Executive of the Irish Club Edmonton

- President, Margaret Coyle &
the members of the Celtic Club

Wish all our members and their families

Happy Christinas & Best Wishes for 2015

For inquiries and information about
1+ +11- N 5 o CATERING FOR WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES, Check out our website
CIUb activities Cﬂ“' ]}IL!(IE MaSlen (2 50) 562 1696 i BIRTHDAYS & ANY OTHER SPECIAL OCCASIONS for more information

Entertainment every Saturday Night www.edmontonirishclub.ca
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" Warehouse & Distribution Services" . A Iy IrISh Women,s
HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL | - Network of BC
OUR FRIENDS & CUSTOMERS i - - £ N Wishes you peace
Go raibh siochdn na Nollag and joy at Christmas

agus Bliain Nua faoi shéan sfaoz shonas : Beannachtai na Nollaig
ort 's ar do mhuintir! -

From The Coughlan Family www.irishwomenbc.net

& All the Staff at TransCold Distribution Ltd

For enquires with regards to Warehouse & 4 ' J} Like us on

Distribution Services
Canada & USA FaCEbOOk

Phone: 604-519-0600 Email: info@transcold.ca
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The Tree of Life

The Tree of Life Is found In many el ires
It reprresents the natural v ofTife and
the intereanmect lonof alf fiving things

The Tree ks a powerful and anclent
syl with bramehes weaving throngh
Lime and mythiogy
oo ikl ehe streneth and wisdom
af the ages and enjoy fulfiflment
in & fricie ful life
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Drumkeeran House on Tvey Lake....Seven years
ful operation, providing the finest in

DRUMKEERAN
() LS
i Howse )i
ON IViY LAKE S~ i

B.C.
A Certic CountTryY HouseE

IEAL FOR FAMILY
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CATHERIMOS, SPECLAL COCASIONS
1 & = e e A TR AN INTIMATE WEDRDIDNNGS
Find this collection and other fine items at AND INTIMATE WEDRDING

CELTIC CIREATIONS

Td: 604-903-8T0-4
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A VTN DRED THOUSAND WELCOMIS
FUST OWVER THE "SEA TO SKy'!

2nd Level Lonsdale Chiay Market

www.Celtlc Crentions.net Emnil: Celticerentions{@iiclus.net
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EST. 1980

Extend Seasons Greetings
to all with every good
wish for 2015
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PROCOAT

COATINGS LT
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"May the forgiving spirit of Him to whom

we dedicate this season prevail again on earth.
May hunger disappear and terrorists cease
their senseless acts,

May people live in freedom, worshiping

as they see fit, loving others.

May the sanctity of the home be ever preserved.
May peace, everlasting peace, reign supreme.”
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WEST LIMERICK HOLDINGS LTD.
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT and MANAGEMENT
- Soundings, Vol. 2, #12

President

Thomas O’Flynn 6632 - 90TH AVENUE S.E.

CALGARY, ALBERTA T2C 2T3
E-MAIL: PROCOATCE@TELUS.NET
TEL: (403) 236-0988 FAX: (403) 236-0993
WWW.PROCOATLTD.COM

Tel: (604) 879-3485 % Fax: (604) 879-4905




Merry” ® " Christmas
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NOLLAIG SHONE DHAOIBH
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Happy Holidays

THANKS AGAIN TO ALL
FOR YOUR BUSINESS
IN 2014

| OFFER THE BEST
REAL ESTATE
s— 1111 ADVICE,
HELPING YOU
ROYAL LeEPAGE el e

I———lnmmm BEST REAL ESTATE

Foothills Real Estate Services

to all our
Customers & Friends
At The Foggy Dew Pub

From:Paul & Staff at the Coquitlam Foggy Dew

Thank you for your overwhelming support.

We also appreciate your continuing patience Deirdre Halferty DECISIONS.
as you wait for For all your Calgary Real Estate needs
. (403) 813-5337
wsnormrend - The Perfect Pint” e e | LOVE REFERRALS
(in the Executive Plaza dhalferty@shaw.ca *

Hotel) Coquitlam, B.C. _
(604) 937-5808

Warmest
Seasons Greetings
to Customers and Friends

% construction
seroices

Condominium Restoration Specialists
(604) 874-7300
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2 i Seasons Greetings

to all our customers and friends
from Catherine Brennan-Schwarz
and all the drivers and staff at

The Legal
== " Alternative

(L.A.C. Courier Div. of 387164 B.C. Ltd.)
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A M W O R M LAY

e

Sincere Best Wishes from the Kearney Crean Family
and staff at Kearney Funeral Homes

Guaranteed Economical Overnight
Delivery Service For Barristers and

i
]

%
y Vancouver Nc\\'\\’csminstcr White Rock/Cloverdale Solicitors 1 hroughout the Lower Mainland
" 450 West 2nd Avenue 219 — 6th Street 101 - 5772 176 Street " . - . .
! Vaneouver New Westminster Surrey i De]lver}’ within two dayS to Victoria
: V5Y 1E2 V3L 3A3 V3iS4C8

. 604-736-0268 604-521-4881 / 522-0711 604-574-2603 / 542-2232

1
) www.kearneyfs.com Call (604) 873-3738
)
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Hemochromatosis community
loses Its founder and crusader

VANCOUVER -

Hereditary

hemochromatosis, or iron overload, isan
inherited disorder that causesthe body to
absorb two to three times the normal

amount of iron.

Over theyears, theexcessiron
builds up in the vital organs,
jointsand tissueswhereit can
cause a number of debilitat-
ing and potentially fatal con-
ditionssuch asliver and heart
disease, diabetes, impotence
and arthritis.

Hereditary hemochromatosisisthe most
common genetic disorder in Canada,
affecting one in 300 Canadians, pre-
dominantly of Celtic and European de-
scent.

Tens of thousands of Canadians and
people around the world have Marie
Warder to thank for their diagnosisand
treatment of hemochromatosis.

Journdist, author, teacher, musician, and
founder of the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society, Marie spent
nearly half of her life crusading against
the ravages of hereditary
hemochromatosis.

Both her daughter, Leigh, and husband,
Tom, were diagnosed with the disorder.
Tom suffered severely from the dam-
age caused by the excess iron before
passing away in 1992 from liver failure
caused by hemochromatosis. Leigh,
thankfully, was diagnosed early enough
tominimize any potential harm.

Thedistress of knowing both Leigh and
Tom had this“iron thing,” seeing how
close to death Tom had gotten before
receiving adiagnosis, and realizing it
wasindeed hereditary, compelled Marie
to warn the medical community and
general public about thedangersof iron
overload and its potential to devastate
families and future generations if left
undiagnosed and untreated.

Letter writing ensued but proved un-
successful after being rejected from
various publicationsdueto lack of case
histories.

Despite therejections, Marie was mo-
tivated by Leigh’simprovement in her
iron levelsto start writing the ground-
breaking book, The BronzeKiller, and
founded the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society (CHS).

After two yearsof searching for enough
“hemochromatotics’ to start asociety,
writing and re-writing the constitution
and saving enough money for activities,
Mariefinally incorporated CHSin 1982
with seven members.

In the years that followed, Marie
learned as much as she could about the
disorder from researchers and doctors
around the world; many from Canada
agreed to become directors of CHS'
Board and/or medical advisors to the
society.

After receiving request after requestin
themail for patient information, Marie
realized she and the society needed to
produce brochures for the Canadian
public.

Soon after, Marie felt the space con-
tained within a brochure limited the
amount of information that she could
provide, and so she wrote the bookl et,
Iron...the other side of the story!,
which became the society’s only on-
going source of income for sometime.

PHOTO: Delta Optimist
MARIE WARDER warned the
medical community and gen-
eral public about the dangers
of iron overload and its poten-
tial to devastate families and
future generations if left undi-
agnosed and untreated.

“Genetic disorders
recognize no
boundaries’

During thisperiod, Marie acknowledged
that “genetic disorders recognize no
boundaries’, and she established The
International  Association  of
Hemochromatosis Societies to help
fledgling groupsin other countries get
off theground.

A central registry of hemochromatosis
sufferers was built to coordinate fam-
ily screening. Newsletters were writ-
ten and mailed asfunds permitted. Fed-
eral and provincial governments were
briefed. Information was spread. L et-
tersweretaken to heart and personally
answered by Marie.

Public awarenessin Canadaincreased,
in no small part to appearances by
Marie, CHS medical advisors and
hemochromatosis sufferersin the me-
dia

N EW EDITION

Tse story ol g amily's fgha
aginst & very commom enenm

MARIE WARDER wrote the
ground-breaking book, The
Bronze Killer, and founded the
Canadian Hemochromatosis So-
ciety (CHS).

The Canadian Hemochromatosis So-
ciety grew in recognition and activity
level under the tireless guidance and
leadership of Marie. Many of these
yearsthe CHS operated out of Marie’'s
and Tom’shome, with files kept under
the bed.

However, as Charles Magill writesin
hisstory on Mariein the October 1995
Reader’sDigest, “ Asthesociety grew,
so did Marie's anguish over Tom's
worsening condition.

“Arthritiscrippled hishands, and joint
diseasein hisfeet madewalking agony.
Angina prevented him from sleeping,
and twice, heart attacks landed himin
intensive care.”

After Tom passed away, Marie found
solace in keeping herself busier than
ever. However, her own hedlth faltered.

Before she stepped down as president
of the Canadian Hemochromatosis So-
ciety in 1994, shewas ableto persuade
the Canadian Red Crossto accept blood
donations from people with
hemochromatosis.

She convinced Consumer and Corpo-
rate Affairs Canada to have the term
“reduced iron” on food labels (which
was often misinterpreted by
hemochromatosis sufferers as having
areduced quantity of iron) replaced by
“iron.”

She was also present at the World
Health Organization meeting onthe pre-
vention and control of
hemochromatosis, heldinIsragl.

As Marie recovered from her health
issues, and through thefollowing years,
she continued to help those with
hemochromatosis.

Where sheworked asalay chaplain at
Delta Hospital, near her home in
Tsawwassen, B.C., shewould often see
patients with symptoms of
hemochromatosis, and sei ze any oppor-
tunity to present them with information
onthedisorder.

She often received e-mailsfrom newly
diagnosed individua swith questionsand
expressions of gratitude for her book,
The Bronze Killer.

Marieblogged about hemochromatosis,
and wasan avid user of social mediato
get the word out about the disorder.

In recent years, unable to type and re-
stricted to the use of a wheelchair,
Marie would use a voice recognition
devicetowrite her books, e-mails, and
onlinecontent.

The days she thought shewould let go
of hemochromatosis, hemochromatosis
would not let go of her.

Even afew weeks prior to her passing,
Marie forwarded a request she re-
ceived to the office of the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society by an indi-
vidual looking for moreinformation.

After several years of deteriorating
health, Marie had to be hospitalized in
|ate September 2014. Inthe early hours
of October 20, Marie slipped away
peacefully at the DeltaHospital at the
age of 87.

Mari€'stalents, skills, aptitude, fortitude
and commitment have saved numerous
Canadians and others around the globe
from the preventable hazards of
hemochromatosis, and helped countless
othersfind an early diagnosis.

Thank you, Marie, for al you gavefrom
your heart to help so many.

For moreinformation on the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society, visit:
www.toomuchiron.ca.
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12546-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0X3 Tel: I?BOH53-224§ Fax: (780)451-5969

Irish Club Entertainment Listing
December 31 = New Years Dinner & Dance -
Cocktails 6:00 PM - Dinner 7:30 PM - Dance 9:15 PM -
Tickets: $35 members — $40 non-members -
Musie by: Jukebox Leigh
January 24, 2015 — Robbie Burns Night — Music by The Chancers
February 21 — Country Night music by Prairie Ride
Jam Sessions — Almost every Thursday
Call: 780-489-7402 to confirm bring your musical instruments
& drop into the Irish Centre for a good ole Irish Jam Session

www.edmontonirishclub.ca
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Are You of
European or
Celtic Ancestry?

If so, YOU are at risk for
Hereditary Hemochromatosis

If you have two or more of the following symptoms that
are otherwise unexplained, contact the Canadian
Hemochromatosis Society to inquire about the proper
tests for iron overload.

Menstrual irregularities, premature
menopalse

Chronic fatigue

Loss of body hair
Arthritis and joint pain {(check knuckles

f libi ive; : !
AR b0 fspxve of thumb, first and second finger}

impotence
Chondrocalcinosis

Diabetes (adult onset type 2)

Abdominal distension and
discomfort (bloating)

Enlarged liver, liver diseases
including cirrhosis

Thyroid problems

Sudden weight loss

Elevated liver enzymes, glucose & Bronzing or graying of the skin

triglyceride levels Cancers (metastasized from the liver)

Personality changes, mood swings;,  Heart arrhythmia, cardiomyopathy

anger & depression Heart disease; congestive heart failure

Toll Free: 1-877-BAD-IRON
(1-877-223-4766)
office@toomuchiron.ca
www.toomuchiron.ca

Canadian\m
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Société canadienne de I'hémochromatose



Some great memories of beautiful Cape Breton
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and our stay at the unigue Normaway | nn

lar scenery.

After arriving in Nova Scotia, we
travelled to Prince Edward Island,
then on to Cape Breton Island,
and finally to Newfoundland
through to Labrador.

It wasthetrip of alifetimefor usasa
family and one particularly memora-
ble part of the journey was the time
spent on Cape Breton Island.

The views are breathtaking with the
mountains and the ocean. It's easy to
understand why so many songs are
written about the beauty of theisland.

At dusk, we started |ooking for aplace
to spend the night but everywherewe
stopped was fully booked. We began
thinking we might have to spend the
nightinour vehicle.

Finally, someone suggested the
Normaway Inn and they called ahead
and told them we were on our way.
By thetimewe arrived, weweretired
and hungry and they very kindly kept
thedining room openfor us....and what
adeliciousmedl it was.

The Normaway Inn is actualy a big
farm with several cottages. Luckily,
we were able to secure a couple of
those cottagesfor the night.

In the morning we could see around
the farm with several horses and a
donkey inthefield. Thereisalsoahuge
barn which doublesasaconcert venue.
On the night we arrived, there was a
concert, but apparently we were too
latetoenjoy it.

Breakfast was in the main house, a
lovely old rambling innwith awelcom-
ing charm and a well-lived in feel.
There are rooms upstairs and a large
dining room onthemain floor where
guestscan enjoy achat over aleisurely
meal.

Dave MacDonald is the owner of the
Normaway and areal character who
loves to swap stories with his guests.
Hehasagreat sense of humour and it
seems he knows just about everyone
in Cape Breton and beyond.

He has an amazing recollection for
dates, along with who visited the
Normaway on acertain date, and when
variousmusicians played at theinn.

He spoke to me about the history of
the Normaway and about the concerts
heldin hisbarn.

“ George Washington MacPherson was
the chap that built the Normaway,” he
said.

“Hewasborn on this property and, in
1925 he wrote a book called A Par-
sons Adventure that told all about his
life and speaks with great fondness
about hisdad Norman.

“1n 1926, George bought this property
from his brother Ralph and built the
Normaway with theintent of catering
to salmon fishery, retired preachers,
and you nameit.

“According to my dad, oneday, George
was in the livingroom chatting to his

wife and asked what they were going
to call the Normaway.

“She asked how many years had it

N my journey through the Maritimes last
summer with my son Pat and granddaugh-
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been since Norman passed away and
George said, ‘that’s going to be the

name, it'sthe Normaway’ .

Dave hasbeen at the Normaway for the
past 40 years. He said, “1 got the horses
after | got married, because my wife
lovesanimasand | thought that my wife
would belesslikely toleave meif there
were some horses here.

“Now, she’'s more likely to leave me
because | breed them and forget to sell
them. My wife bought the donkey.

“We used to have Highland cattle and
sheep and | sold them but I’ m planning
to buy more. But yeah, I’ ve got to sell
some horsesfirstif | want to hang onto
my wife.”

Some well-known Cape Breton musi-
cians have worked and performed at the
Normaway barn and some recognized
political figures have also stayed at the
inn.

Recalling some of the well-known
guestswho have stayed at theinn, Dave
said, “One time | was standing at the
door on Father’s Day 1996, the same
year | got married.

“And, here is John F. Kennedy Junior
standing in the doorway with his sister
Caroline, but | didn’t know who hewas.
| always ask our guests where they're
off to that day, and he said New York.

“Then, one of the girls working here
asked if | thought he was JFK junior.

“l said, I'll find out and | introduced
myself. He said that he was John
Kennedy and we chatted for about 45
minutesto an hour.

“Anyway, hegot to hisflight alittlelate,
and that’show everyone elsefound out
who hewas. | think he was |ooking for
a place to get married because it was
later that summer that he got married.

“John Kennedy Junior’s grandmother
was connected to Nova Scotia. Jackie
O’speoplewere French and | think her
grandmother lived in NovaScotia. Jackie
was alwaysvery fond of Cape Breton.”

Dave continued to tell me about some
of the other famous guests he hosted.
DanAkroyd isone, and William Shatner
did afilm here. Heand hisfamily stayed
here for three weeks and heloved Cape
Breton.

“lI remember the first time Ashley
Maclsaac played here,” said Dave. “His
dad called up in the morning and asked
if the dances were open to the public
and | told him, yes.

" Anyway, at the barn, we always have
alittle open mike session and the MC
for the evening invited somekidsup to
themike.

“One of the kidswould play the piano,
then would moveto thefiddle, and then

N

PAT McCAY with his two daughters Kelsey and Madisson holding

a copy of The Celtic Connection in front of a spectacular scenic
view on their trip through the Canadian Maritimes last summer.

“1 said, I'll find out
and | introduced
myself. He said
that he was John
Kennedy and we
chatted for about
45 minutes to
an hour.”

to step dancing, and one of those kids
was Ashley Maclsaac. It was just an
incredible evening, he was so talented.
Ashley has continued to play hereover
the years.

“Two years ago, we had a concert in
our livingroom and publicradio fromthe
Stateswere hereto record it. Then, they
took Ashley to New York to do work
on Broadway.

“Oneyear, Natalie McMaster was play-
ing here and The Herald newspaper
did abig spread oniit.

“About 900 people showed up at the
Normaway, and that day the carpen-
terswerejust finishing the stage asthe
people were arriving...it was quite a
day.

“Natalie was as wonderful as she al-
waysis, and beforethe concert shewas
over by the tree teaching the kids how
to play thefiddle—we had people here
from Halifax and all over for the
evening.

“After that day, we decided if Natalie
isgoing to play here, wewouldn’t ad-
vertiseit.”

Rita MacNeil was the first person to
fill the barn according to Dave and that
wasin 1984. He said, “then we did an
outdoor concert with Ritaaswell.”

Ritagrew upinBig Pond and for afew
years, Dave shared a telephone party
linewith her.

“She was awonderful gal and sad she
is passed on, but sheleft agreat musi-
cal legacy behind,” hesaid.

John Allen Cameron also played there
and he recorded a song that Buddy
MacDonald wrote called Getting Dark
Again.

fiass | e | :_"
DAVE MACDONALD, the owner
of the Normaway, is a real char-
acter and a great storyteller.

It seemsthat Buddy was at aparty and,
along with anumber of other guys, they
started playing the music.

Then it got dark, and they played all
night long and then the next day, they

played al day again.

And, then someone said, “Buddy, it's
getting dark again,” and Buddy decided
towriteasong about it.

“The Rankin family livejust down the
road from me,” said Dave. “Jimmy
Rankin got married here, and Raylene
worked here. Sad that she has passed
away, an absolutely marvellousgirl.”

And of course, therewasthevery tragic
and untimely death of John Rankin early
one winter morning when he was on
hisway to a hockey game.

John swerved to avoid amound of salt
on the ice covered road near Whale
Cove, and plunged over a25-metre cliff
into the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Speaking about future plans at the
Normaway, Davesaid, “ Our long range
plans are to do more music nights in
the barn. We do them in thelivingroom
now. This is our 30" anniversary of
doing music almost seven nights a
week.”

Asl| waswrotethisarticle, | wasthink-
ing about our visit to the Normaway and
meeting Dave MacDonald. When he
startstotalk, time stands till asyou're
drawninto thisrivetting storytelling.

We all left with great memories of the
Normaway Inn, The Cabot Trail and
beautiful Cape Breton.

TheNormaway Innislocated on Egypt
Road, Margaree Valley, Cape Breton,
NovaScotia. For moreinformation, call
toll free at 1-800-565-9463 or visit
online at: www.thenormawayinn.com.

WHITE ROCK IRISH CLUB

White Rock
Irish Festival:
Plansfor
March 2015

By DEIRDRE O’'RUAIRC
WHITE ROCK — Nollaig Shona.
December is fast approaching and the
White Rock Irish Club executivewould
liketo wish each and every one of you
avery happy and peaceful Christmas
and all thevery bestin 2015.

Theclubwill holditsAGM on January
30, 2015 and the positions coming up
are president and secretary.

If youwould liketo put your namefor-
ward or nominate someone, please send
nominationsto Robert Holland by e-mail
at: dutchy110@hotmail.com, or phone
(604) 446-1219.

Plansare underway for the White Rock
Irish Festival for the month of March
and what an honour it is to the Irish
community!

St. Patrick’s Day is in the planning —
more detailsin the New Year. Thelrish
Club is represented on the planning
committee, which meets every two
weeks. If anyonewould liketojoinin
the planning or has ideas, please con-
tact me.

Wewould much appreciate any sugges-
tionsor ideasyou may havefor theclub,
| would loveto hear from you.

We have several new Irish families
moving into theareaand wewould like
to extend a warm Irish/White Rock
welcometo them. If you meet newcom-
ers please share our information with
them.

Thereisan unofficial Irish Club meet-
ing most mornings at 10 AM at Tim
Hortonsat 152ndStreet/17" Avenue. A
nice way for newcomers to meet us.

It isby working together asateam that
will keep our club aive and vibrant!
For more information about the White
Rock Irish Club, contact president
Deirdre O’Ruairc by e-mail at:
shamrockhome@shaw.ca, or call
(604) 538-6765.
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Christmas holly

The placing of aring of holly on
doorsoriginatedin Ireland asholly
was one of the main plants that
flourished at Christmas time and
which gave the poor ample means
with which to decorate their dwell-
ings.

All decorations are traditionally
taken down on Little Christmas
(January 6) and it is considered to
be bad luck to take them down be-
forehand.
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IRELAND-CANADA CENTRE FOR COMMERCE

WestJet CEO says Canada
IS Dublin’s fastest
growing market

CALGARY —Asmost Irish-
Canadians have heard,
WestJet now fliesto Dublin.
This is a very exciting time
for the Calgary based airline,
not only accessing Ireland, but
also, by opening up accessto
the EU for trade and tourism.

The Ireland-Canada Centre for Com-
merce, Calgary, had the opportunity to
host a luncheon featuring Gregg
Saretsky, President and CEO of
WestJet and joined by Michael Hur-
ley, Deputy Head of Mission for the
Embassy of Ireland in Ottawa.

Oil and Gas, I T, Agricultureand Trans-
portation industry executivesfilled the
room to network and listen to these
compelling speakers.

Opening the lunch, the ICCC was de-
lighted towelcomeMichael Hurley from
thelrish Embassy in Ottawafor hisfirst
trip to Western Canada.

Michael Hurley has recently taken up
duty as Deputy Head of Mission at the
Embassy of Ireland in Ottawa.

Beforethat hewas Deputy Director for
Disarmament and Non-Proliferation at
the Department of Foreign Affairsand
Tradein Dublin.

GREGG SARETSKY with Laureen Regan of the Ireland-Canada
Centre for Commerce, Calgary and Michael Hurley, the new Deputy
Head of Mission with the Embassy of Ireland in Ottawa.

WiLLIAM KELLY & SONS - Group of Companies
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Call us at: (604) 278-3553 or visit our website at: www.wkellyandsons.com

Locations in:
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Construction Inc.
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PW SPLIT IT!!!
@ b, 604 580 D446 Fax £OA 539 4698~
e-mail: david@pwirenchless. con

His previous overseas assignments
were in: The Hague, as Deputy Head
of Mission; Brussels, at the Irish Per-
manent Representation to the European
Union; and Madrid, as Consular
Attaché.

Michael spokeonthetieswith Ireland
that continue to be strong, and also the
new focus of the embassy now that Ire-
land has shown such strong recovery.

The Ireland-Canada Centre for Com-
merce, Calgary, looksforward to work-
ing with Michael Hurley over histerm
in Canada.

Gregg Saretsky, was instrumental in
getting WestJet to go to Dublin. That
commitment to thisnew route has seen
unprecedented successfor theairline.

The St. John's to Dublin route sold
11,000 seatsin thefirst 24 hours. With
travel between Ireland and Canada at
an all timehigh, thetiming couldn’t be
better.

Passenger numbers to Canada have
been off the scale with almost 100 per-
cent growth year on year. Canada is
Dublin’s fastest growing market this
year.

Gregg went on to say that the airline
has also extended the dates they will
beflying between Ireland and Canada,
starting early in the year in May and
going onwell into October.

With new planes on the horizon, the
opportunitiesfor additional flightsfrom
other Canadian cities are on the hori-
zon.

Gregg closed the luncheon with adraw
for two return tickets to Dublin next
summer.

Sean Kelly, along time member of the
ICCC in Calgary, was the lucky win-
ner! He was delighted that he will be
ableto return home next summer with
thewholefamily.

IRISH WOMEN’'S NETWORK

ey Affecting Whe, Whether you call it Drywall,
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Christmas
— What

By ITAKANE-WILSON
VANCOUVER — There are so
many thingsto do in Vancouver
over the Christmas holidaysand
family favouritesof oursinclude
the Festival of Lights at Van
Dusen Garden, Bright Nights
ChristmasTrainin Stanley Park,
and the Vancouver Christmas
Market downtown.

These all cost a pile of money, but if
you do your research online you can
find some free activities out there as
well.

There's free ice skating at Robson
Square during the holidays. You still
have to pay for skates and helmet
rental, but it’snot expensive.

Canada Place is always worth a wan-
der around and Granvillelsland haslots
of free activities thistime of year, in-
cluding the Winter Solstice Lantern Fes-
tival on December 21.

Thisis an annual event and this year
takes in the Roundhouse in Yaletown,
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Gar-
denin Gastown, aswell as Granville
Island. More details on their website:
www.secretlantern.org.

Christmasisalso avery lonely time of
year for alot of peopleaway from home
either for thefirst time, thefifthtimeor
even the twentieth time. It never gets
easy being away from your family and

"-f% Gypsum Wallboard or Sheetrock,
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In the City NewiiesT ¥ orecy

t D ’7 ’ ‘A product designed for your safety and made to be

S infinitely recycled into new gvpsum waltboard!

O O " ;"9 AR dc“o A true closed-loop product”
E Gypsum Re

Documentation for LEED!  Now aceepting New and Used gypsum @Kent, WA

certification available!

WINTER SOLSTICE lantern fes-
tival at Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classi-
cal Chinese Garden in Gastown.

friendsin Ireland.

The Irish Women’s Network and the
Irishin Vancouver Facebook pagesare
maintained by volunteersliving in Van-
couver.

If you ever fedl likereaching out, we're
on the other end. There's a big Irish
community here and nobody should ever
feel alone.

With that in mind, the Irish in Vancou-
ver/VIBE and Irish Women's Network
are organizing aChristmas get-together
and more detailswill be on social me-
diavery shortly.

Keep an eye out. It would be great to
seeyou and raise aglass with you.

Happy Christmasto oneand all.

For more details, visit:www.irishin
vancouver.com.
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Dublin accuses British Army
roubles

of torture during the

BELFAST —TheBritish and Irish Gov-
ernments will clash in the European
Court of Human Rightsover oneof the
Troubles most harrowing torture cases
involving the degrading treatment of
Irish prisoners at the hands of the Brit-
ishArmy.

Dublin has asked the ECHR to revisit
itsjudgment in the“hooded men” case
of the 1970s, when 14 suspects were
arrested in 1971 after Edward Heath
introduced internment without trial ina
bid to quell violence in Northern Ire-
land.

The 14 men were captured, flown by
helicopter to a secret location, now
known to bethe Ballykelly army base,
and subjected to methods of torturein-
cluding “whitenoise,” deep deprivation
and beatings.

On their way to the interrogation cen-
tre, the men were hooded and thrown
to the ground from helicopters. Testi-
monials suggest many were told they
were hundreds of feet in the air, but
were actually just afew feet from the
ground.

Three years later, the men were
awarded £12,500 in damages and the
ECHR later admonished Britain for its
degrading treatment, but, crucialy, fell
short of finding the UK guilty of tor-
ture.

Newly unearthed documentsstoredin
the UK public records office in Lon-
don appear to suggest Britain accepted
that the techniques used on the men
amounted to torture.

PHOTO: Amnesty Internatlonal

THE ‘HOODED MEN'’ at a press conference in Dublin with Colm
O’Gorman from Amnesty International.

Theevidencecametolightin atelevi-
sion documentary, The Torture Files,
by the Irish broadcaster RTE.

Since then, campaigners and anumber
of the 14 prisoners have lobbied the
Irish Government over the case with
the request to the ECHR made on be-
half of the Irish Government by For-
eign Minister Charlie Flanagan.

“On the basis of the new material un-
covered, it will be contended that the
ill-treatment suffered by the hooded
men should be recognised astorture,”
hesaid.

The UK Ministry of Defence has re-
jected dlegationsthat it used tortureand

said it had “awaysfully co-operated”
with statutory inquiries.

But campaigners welcomed the move
to attempt to bring the case back into
the ECHR.

Patrick Corrigan, Amnesty’s Northern
Ireland programme director, said, “Ire-
land isto be commended for playingits
rolein ensuring the UK isfinally held
responsiblefor what it did to these men
in those interrogation rooms 43 years
ago.

“We hope the UK Government now
announces without further delay the
establishment of an independent inves-
tigation.”

New book prompts call for inquiry
Into some deaths during Troubles

DUBLIN — Northern solicitor John
McBurney sayshewantsto know what
thetaoi seach and Garda Commissioner
are going to do about claimsin a new
book aleging collusion betweenthe IRA
and some members of the Garda dur-
ingtheTroubles.

New allegationsthat rogue gardai and
other State employees colluded with the
IRA throughout the Troubles, even help-
ing to prevent the entire army council
from being arrested, should be sub-
jected to aformal inquiry, it has been
claimed.

The allegations are made in a book
Southside Provisional: From Free-
dom Fighter to the Four Courts by
Dublin solicitor Kieran Conway.

In the book Conway claims he is a
former IRA head of intelligenceand has
knowledge of IRA collusionwith gardai
and high ranking publicfigures.

McBurney, aNorthern solicitor who has
represented the families of Peter
Robinson and lan Paisley, also repre-
sented the family of the late chief su-
perintendent Harry Breen of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary at the Smithwick
tribunal in Dublin.

Two senior police officers, Chief Su-
perintendent Harry Breen and Super-
intendent Bob Buchanan were am-
bushed by the IRA in County Armagh
after they traveled from Dundalk where
they had a meeting with An Garda
Siochanaon March 20, 1989.

Prior to driving to Dundalk, Breen had
expressed concern that there was an
IRA molein the Gardawhom he named
to his staff officer.

THE SMITHWICK tribunal found on the balance of probability
that there was collusion between the Garda and IRA in the killing
of RUC officers Harry Breen (L) and Bob Buchanan (R) in March
1989.

Although never conclusively proven,
thereiscompelling evidencethat an IRA
supporter withinthe Gardaprovided in-
formation to the IRA in Northern Ire-
land.

Breen and Buchanan were the two
highest ranking RUC officers to be
killedinthe conflict. Their deathsalso
strained relations between RUC and
Irishpolice.

Thelrish Government set up atribunal
headed by Justice Peter Smithwick to
determine the facts of the case.

The tribunal found on the balance of
probability that there was collusion be-
tween the Gardaand IRA inthekilling
of Breen and his colleague superintend-
ent Bob Buchanan in March 1989.

McBurney has since been examining
13 other killingsin the Dundalk border
areabetween 1981 and 1985.

Thekillingsincluded Northern Irish high
court judge Lord Justice Gibson and his
wife Cecily, and the Hannafamily who
werekilled in an apparent case of mis-
taken identity, among others.

Among the claimsin Conway’sbook is
that the IRA received atip-off from high
up within the Garda Siochana that the
force's Special Branch was about to
arrest the IRA ruling command whileit
was at a secret location for talks with
Protestant clergymenin 1974.

Conway also aleges in the book that
members of the Dublin establishment
including atop banker, stockbroker, a
leading journalist and several main-
stream politiciansaided the Provisionals
intheir armed campaign.

Elitefiguresin Irish society ferried IRA
weapons and hid wanted activists in
housesin affluent areas of Dublin, ac-
cording to the book.

THE GENERAL POST OFFICE in Dublin was the centre of the

1916 Easter Rising.

National holiday possble
for 100" anniversary
of 1916 Rlsmg

DUBLIN —Preparations are underway
for the centenary commemorationsin
2016, which a member of the British
Royal Family could potentialy attend.

Among the ideas proposed to com-
memorate the historic event, a once-
off ‘Republic Day’ isbeing “seriously
considered” by politicians.

Theideaisthat a‘Republic Day’ would
be held on Monday April 25, 2016,
marking 100 years and aday after the
Risingitself.

A series of seven concerts starting on
Easter Monday, 2016, each of which
will be dedicated to one of the seven
signatories of the Rising has been con-
firmed. They will take place at the Na-
tional Concert Hall.

The Easter Rising wasan armed insur-
rection lasting six days from Easter
Monday, April 24 to Saturday, April 29,
1916 with theaim of ending Britishrule
inlreland and establishing an Irish Re-
public.

It was the most significant uprising in
Ireland sincetherebellion of 1798.

Led by Padraig Pearse and James
Connolly, thelrish Volunteerstook over
the GPO on O’ Connell Street and key
locationsaround the city were occupied
by members of thelrish Citizen Army,
Irish Volunteersand Cumann namBan.

The Irishtricolour wasraised over the
building and Pearse went outside to
read the proclamation declaring Ireland
tobearepublic.

Following on from daysof bloody fight-
ing and shelling of buildingsfrom the
gun boat Helgaon theriver Liffey, the
Rising was finally suppressed and the
leaders surrendered.

They werefirstimprisonedin Richmond
Barracks and then the leaders were
court-martialed and executed at
Kilmainham Jail. Many of the Volun-
teerswho had taken part in the Rising
were sent to internment campsin Eng-
land and Wales.

A decisionto invite representatives of

the British Royal Family, the UK Gov-

5.

HEATHER HUMPHREY'S, Min-
ister for Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht, has direct responsi-
bility for the 1916 centenary cel-
ebrations.

ernment and unionism to the centenary
ceremonies has created significant con-
troversy, both FiannaFail and Sinn Fein
haveindicated strong disagreement with
theplan.

Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams said,
“1 have beenraising for sometimenow,
both in the Déil and elsewhere, the
widespread concern at what has so far
been aminimalist approach to marking
the 100" anniversary of the Easter Ris-
ing.

“Thegovernment’streatment of the his-
toric Moore Street 1916 battlefield site
has been adisaster, with the desires of
property devel opersgetting precedence
over the need to preserve and promote
our national heritage.

“For therecord, the 1916 Rising wasa
seminal event in Irish history, a deci-
siveblow inthestrugglefor Irish free-
dom and abeacon of hopefor colonised
and oppressed peoplestheworld over.

“The democratic and republican prin-
ciples of freedom and equality con-
tained in the 1916 Proclamation are as
relevant tothe Ireland of 2014 aswhen
read aloud by Pearse at the GPO.”

BIRTH OF THE IRISH REPUBLIC by Walter Paget [1863 1935],
depicting the GPO during the shelling.
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Homeless man diesin a doorway
just steps away from Da|I Elreann

DUBLIN —The death of Jonathan
Corrie (43), a heroin addict who
died in a Dublin city-centre door-
way, highlightsthe growing prob-
lem of homelessness. His body
was discovered on the morning of
December 1 on Molesworth
Street.

Corrie, who wasfrom Kilkenny, was
remembered asnice, polite, gentleand
no trouble by those who offered him
careand comfort, ashebattled hisown
demons.

“He had been coming into usfor about
five years. He would comein once or
twice a week. He was always very
polite,” recalled Alice Leahy from the
charity Trust.

“He might have a clean-up and a cup
of tea and, if he needed, his feet
treated.

“Hewasvery quiet, nice, polite, gentle
and never caused any problemswhen
he was with us. We were al very sad
to hear of hispassing.”

Reacting to the death, Archbishop
Diarmuid Martin called for a public
debate on homelessness and revealed
a diocesan property would be made
availableto house up to 30 people be-
fore Christmas.

Asamark of respect to Jonathan, the
Oireachtas Christmas Treelighting cer-
emony at Leinster House was post-
poned.

Instead avigil attended by more than
200 people was held and bouquets
placed at the scene where Corrie
passed away.

Speaking at an emergency summit on
homelessness, Environment Minister
Alan Kelly has pledged every person
sleeping rough on the streets of Dublin
will be offered emergency accommo-
dation by Christmas.

He said an additional 200 bedswill be
made availablein the coming daysand
weeks and that any extra funding
needed to meet the ambitioustarget will
be made available by his department.

“In the city of Dublin, by Christmas,
there should be no reason for anybody
to sleep rough. If they want abed, it'll
betherefor them. That'sthe ambition.”

Kelly aso said there was an urgent
need to roll out targeted increases in

THE PLIGHTS of Jonathan Corrie who died on the street outside
Leinster House highlights the growing issue of homelessness in
Dublin.

BROTHER Kevin Crowley at the Capuchin Day Centre for the
homeless in Dublin’s north inner city. They offer meals and food
parcels to an average of 2,000 people daily.

Homel ess people
have been dying
on the streets for
years but it took
one outside the
Dail to get
attention.”

rent supplementsto vulnerablefamilies
who can no longer afford sky-rocket-
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ing rentsinthe capital.

Despiteall the good intentions, one of
the biggest providers of hot meals for
homeless people in Dublin never re-
ceived aninviteto the emergency sum-
mit.

Brother Kevin Crowley, from the
Capuchin Day Centre on Bow Street,
has been seeking help for those with-
out homes for years, yet he was not
asked to attend the discussion in the
Custom House organised by Minister
Kelly.

“Maybel’dbeanuisancetothem,” said
Crowley. “Homeless people have been
dying on the streetsfor yearsbut it took
oneoutside the Dail to get attention.”

Headded, “If | wasthere, I'd tell them
there should be less talk and more ac-
tion. Instead of putting up peoplein ho-
tels and spending afortune with noth-
ing to show for it at theend, they should
be building housing unitsfor homeless
people.

“What isneeded is housing where peo-
plecan have dignity and respect, espe-
cialy for peoplewith families.”

The Capuchin Day Centrerunsadaily
provision of mealsand food parcelsfor
thosein need. “ Yesterday we had 2,000
people through our centre for break-
fast, food parcels and dinner,” said
Brother Kevin.

Charities and agencies invited to the
summit included Merchant Quay Ire-
land, Trust, Barnardos, Focus Ireland
and the Simon Communitiesof Ireland.

Peter McVerry Trust, Threshold,
NABCO (National Association of
Building Co-operatives), Irish Council
for Social Housing, Crosscare, Sophia
Housing, and Society of St. Vincent De
Paul were also represented.

“I've never forgotten about her,”
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said Fiona Pender’s mother.
“She’s on my mind constantly. It's important for me to find her
body and the body of her baby. | need to give them dignity.”

Sexual assault arrest In
Canada may lead to
body in Irish cold case

SASKATOON — A sexual assault ar-
rest in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan may
lead to developmentsin the high profile
disappearance of apregnant hairdresser
inIreland 18 years ago.

FionaPender, a25-year-old hairdresser
and part-time model, was|ast seen Au-
gust 22, 1996 in Tullamore, Ireland.
Pender was seven months pregnant
when she disappeared.

Police believed she was murdered and
her body buried, but nearly two dec-
ades |ater her fate remains a mystery.

Now, the arrest of a41-year-old Irish
man in Saskatoon for sexually assault-
ing and threatening to kill hiswife has
alegedly led toinformationinthe Pender
case.

The Sar Phoenix reportsthat after the
arrest of the man, who cannot beiden-
tified due to a publication ban on any-
thing that would identify the complain-
ant in the sexual assault, Irish police
have began further investigationsinto
the Pender disappearance and are plan-
ningtodiginnew locationsfor her bodly.

“1’ve never forgotten about her. She's
been on my mind constantly,” said
Pender’s mother Josephine (65). “It's
important for meto find her body and
the body of her baby. | need to give
themdignity.”

Irish policetold Josephinethat new in-
formation could lead to abreak in her

The Legal
= | = Alternative

(L.A.C. Courier Div. of 387164 B.C. Ltd.)

daughter’s case and only that the new
information came from a “foreign”
source.

Media reports say sources have con-
firmed that revel ationswere made dur-
ing the investigation of the sexual as-
sault case in Saskatchewan.

According to areport in the Saskatoon
Herald, the man isthe main suspectin
the Pender case, but was never
charged.

Although he hasdenied involvement in
the disappearance, police havereport-
edly received information that he may
have told another woman the location
of where Pender is buried.

It isunclear when the man left Ireland
or when hemarried, but heand hiswife
moved into their homein Saskatoon less
than ayear ago, say residents.

RCMP have confirmed the man's ar-
rest but declined to comment on the
connection to the Pender case or any
collaboration with Irish police.

Alison O’ Reilly, aPender family friend
and areporter with the Irish Mail, said
Fiona’sdisappearance gripped Ireland
in 1996, and news of the devel opments
in Canada has thrown the case back
onto the public radar there.

She said Josephine and her remaining
son “have been to hell and back,” as
they’ veclung to eventhe smallest leads.

Guaranteed Economical Overnight
Delivery Service For Barristers and
Solicitors Throughout the Lower Mainland
* Delivery within 2 days to Victoria.
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‘All I want for Christmas
Isa sectarian hate-filled flag’

BELFAST —A flag protestor has told
how her 13-year-old son asked for an
Ulster Freedom Fighter (UFF) flag for
Christmas.

The mother spoke of the boy’s|ove of
loyalist flags in an interview with
Queen’s University researchers, who
carried out a major study on the flag
dispute.

Shesaid, “Ontop of hisChristmaswish
list was the inevitable Play Station 4,
andtop of hislist was‘Mammy, | want
aUFF flag, the black one with thered
hand and gold, right?

“And | was going ‘Where does this
come from?”

The mother, who has not been identi-

fied, added, “ Eventually | didmanage AN ULSTER Freedom Fighters flag. Members of the UDA, since
1973, used the cover name of UFF to claim responsibility for the

to track one down and he was, what,
13 at Christmas.

“And he opened the Play Station box
and went ‘ Thanks Mum’, and then he
opened the flag and was ecstatic.”

The report was published on the sec-
ond anniversary of Belfast City Coun-
cil'sdecisiontorestrict theflying of the
Union flag to 18 daysayear.

The study has suggested that a group
of uncontrollableloyalist rabble-rousers
were more trouble than paramilitaries
during the Union flag protests.

It revealshow inflammatory “flag pro-
vocateurs’ toured the country stirring
up trouble and warnsthat events could
spiral out of control yet againif politi-
ciansdo not show better leadership.

“The Flag Dispute: Anatomy of aPro-
test” said there was great respect and
emotional resonance for paramilitary
flags, aswell asthe Union flag.

Researchers at the Institute for the
Study of Conflict Transformation also
called for moreresourcesto be put into
cross-community work and less into
bolstering loyalist culture.

Nolan believesthat the proteststapped

killing of Catholics.

LOYALISTS takmg part in flag
protests at Belfast City Hall para-
lysed the province, cost £21
million to police, and led to 160
PSNI officers suffering injuries.

into a deep well of Protestant resent-
ment with the peace process.

Thereport statesthat one of loyalism’s
most frequently voiced concernsisthat
‘no-onelistenstous —although“thisis
not accompanied by any desireto lis-
ten” onits part.

It proposesthat reconciliation agencies
review singleidentity work, which does
not reach out to nationalists and urges
support for programmesthat help loy-
aistsarticul ate grievances and engage

with othersfrom different backgrounds.

The study al so criticised Stormont |ead-
erswho have*not provided an inspira-
tion.” It said that “political parties, rather
than modelling good relations, act to
encourage mutual hostilities.

“Inthiscontext it may requiretherec-
onciliation bodiesto bring forward their
own ‘peace plan’ setting forward a
clear vision of how reconciliation can
be achieved,” the report stated.

Background
Two years ago, Belfast City Council
voted to restrict the flying of the Union
flag on City Hall to 18 designated days
ayear instead of 365.

The council’ snationalists, who havea
slim majority, had proposed removing it
altogether, but accepted the Alliance
Party’s compromise.

Unionists had wanted the flag kept up
permanently, apart from the Progres-
siveUnionist Party. Itinitialy supported
designated daysbut later did aU-turn.
The protestswhich followed lasted un-
til summer 2013 and still flare up occa-
siondly.

Memorial concert marks
40th anniversary
of Blrmlngham pub bomblngs

BIRMINGHAM —A memoria con-
cert was held in Birmingham on No-
vember 21 to mark the 40" anniver-
sary of the|RA pub bombings.

The event has been organised by the
Justicefor the 21 campaign group, who
have renewed their appeal for a new
inquiry into the case.

On November 21, 1974 IRA devices
were planted in two central Birming-
ham pubs—the Mulberry Bush and the
Tavernin the Town.

The bombing will forever go down as
oneof thedarkest daysin Birmingham’s
history.

While the IRA may have wanted to
strike at the heart of Britain, it wasthe
Irish community which suffered hard-
est. At least 10 percent of those killed
and injured were either Irish or of Irish
descent.

Although warningswere sent, the pubs
were not evacuated in timeand 21 peo-
plewerekilled, with afurther 182 in-
jured.

THE Birmingham Six were released outside the Old Bailey court
in London in 1991 after their life sentences were quashed.

The aftermath of that horrific explosion
created a backlash against the city’s
Irish community which took decadesto
heal.

Irishmen — Hugh Callaghan, Patrick
Joseph Hill, Gerard Hunter, Richard
Mcllkenny, William Power and John
Walker — were arrested and later

wrongly convicted to lifeimprisonment.

They served 16 yearsbeforetheir sen-
tences were quashed in 1991. Hugh
Callaghan has backed a renewed call
for anew inquiry into the attack, claim-
ing “it could mean thereal killersbeing
caught and the last bit of suspicion
gone.”

MOUNTING PROTESTS

—including the taking to the streets by
150,000 people around the country last month — reflect wide-
spread anger at austerity measures imposed on Irish citizens.

Controversal water
chargeswill be capped
next April at 160 euro

DUBLIN — Irish homes will begin to
get water billscapped at 160 euro from
next April, the government has con-
firmed.

After months of confusion and increas-
ingly hested street demonstrationsover
the latest austerity tax, Environment
Minister Alan Kelly admitted mistakes
initscalamitousintroduction.

“We, asagovernment, have made mis-
takes but now we face a critical
choice,” hesaid. “ Put simply, we now
have a choice that is based on either
short-term emotion and anger or long-
term prudence and common sense.
Anger isnever agood starting point for
akey decision.”

Under the controversial scheme, house-
holderswill beliablefor chargesof 160
euro for single-adult homes and 260
euro for all other homes.

But water conservation grants of 100
euro a year mean the effective costs
will be 60 euro and one euro respec-
tively.

Thecharges, liablefrom January 1, will
remain the same for four years. Fol-
lowing angry proteststargeting senior
government ministersin recent days, a
national demonstration against the“tap
tax” isheing planned for December 10.

Under the scheme, householders who
do not pay the water charge face late
payment penalties of 30 eurofor single
adult homes and 60 euro for others.

Those who don't register for the levy
will not qualify for thewater conserva
tion grant and will automatically get a
260 euro ayear hill.

Gardai said there have been arrestsand
charges around the country related to
water charge protests, but they were
unableto immediately give an overall
figure.

The Garda Ombudsman — the force’s
official watchdog —said itisinvestigat-
ing 16 complaints against officersin-
volvedin policing demonstrations.

Some of thecomplaintsincludeallega-
tionsof assault, which areclassified as
criminal investigations, while othersre-
lateto claims of abuse of authority.

Thetorching of two Cork County Coun-
cil water servicesvansin Bantry, west
Cork, is being linked by some to the
growing fall-out.

Mounting protests—including the tak-
ing to the streets by 150,000 people
around the country last month —reflect
widespread anger at the latest auster-
ity measureimposed on Irish citizens.

Woman tohead up
An Gar daS|ochana

DUBLIN—Noairin O’ Sullivanhad been
acting GardaCommissioner since her
predecessor Martin Callinan stood
downin March during awave of con-
troversiesto engulf theforceearlier this
year.

Her elevation means women now oc-
cupy many of thetop justicejobsinthe
Republic, including Justice Minister,
Director of Public Prosecutions, Attor-
ney General and Chief Justice.

Deputy Commissioner since 2011,
O’ Sullivan has publicly declared her
backing for more opennessinthe Garda
and committed herself to working with
the new Garda Authority, the Garda
Ombudsman and the Garda | nspector-
ate to bolster public confidencein the
force.

The force has been at the centre of
several controversies in recent years,
including allegations of wrongdoing,
mal practice and corruption that led to
theresignations of ex-chief Callinan as
well as former justice minister Alan
Shatter earlier thisyear.

NOIRIN O'SULLIVN

Retired Garda officer John Wilson, a
whistleblower who was central to ex-
posing the penalty points scandal, said
the appointment was amissed opportu-
nity to bring in an outsider to changea
“poisonous and hateful culture” within
the force.

“Onapersonal basis| wish her well in
her role asthe new Garda.commissione,
but I have called repeatedly for the ap-
pointment of an outsider,” he said.
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Give the Gift of Health
This Christmas

HIS update just in
fromtheNorth Pole.
The Elfin flu has

"’—j shut down Santa’'s

workshop for the rest of the
week causing aslowdownin
production.

Asaresult, some of Santa’s gifts will
not appear under thetreethisyear. The
bad newsis that you will haveto pro-
vide them. The good news is that
Sainte has somereally great ideasfor
you.

Givethegift of hedththisyear by stock-
ing the kitchen with the proper tools.
These take the form of small kitchen
appliances, kitchen utensils, cookware,
cooking classes and cookbooks.

Appliances. Giving kitchen items as
giftscan befraught with misunderstand-
ing so please ask the potential recipi-
ent what they want before you buy.

Most young women want something
more romantic for Christmas than a
blender.

You can give your health-conscious
brother ajuicer and your lasagna-1ov-
ing sister apastamaker, but youwill be
sleeping under thetree Christmas night
if you buy your wife or lover a pres-
sure cooker.

If sheisinterested in cooking, find a
cooking classfor couples; thisalso gives
her the gift of your time and showsthat
you arewilling to learn something that
isimportant to her.

An exception to this“appliancerule’
is the high-end coffee maker or es-
presso machine. For coffee aficiona-
dos of all ages, these appliances can
make the perfect gift.

Slainte strongly suggests you stay
away from any product advertised via
TV infomercials. The products adver-
tised at night tend to be overpriced,;
products advertised during the day tend
to break before the new year.

Cookware. Consider the recipient’s
stage of life when choosing cookware.

Young singles and seniors cooking for
one or two need smaller capacity
cookware than those with families or
adultswho enjoy entertaining.

Sets of cookware are nice but Jainte
alwaysendsup with sizesor shapesshe
never uses so she has started to buy
them piece by piece.

She recently found new skillets at
Costco. Thehandlesarerubberized and
easy to grip and long so you won't get
burned by splashing liquids.

Best of all, they are not expensivewith
the small skillets coming in apackage
of two. AsK if therecipient prefersnon-
stick or stainless steel surfaces.

Cookware eventually wears out, espe-
cially itemswith nonstick coating. Once
the coating is scratched or chipped the
skillets should be discarded.

Wheat isthe condition of your parent’s
or grandparent’s cookware? Perhaps
they could use afew small skilletsand
abox of kitchentools.

Every cook should have at least one
cast iron skillet. Cooking acidic foods
inacast iron skillet (liketomato sauce)
is an easy and natural way to add ab-
sorbableironto the diet.

Kitchen Tools. Anyone setting up a
new kitchen (for example, someone
moving, restocking, or downsizing) can
use afew new kitchen doodads.

SLAINTE — TO YOUR
GOOD HEALTH!

- s e 5%
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. MAUREEN
J  KEANE

The right tool for the right project is
worth itsweight in gold. Theseinclude
potato peelers, can openers, whisks,
tongs, scoops, slicers, and garlic
presses.

Jainte recommendskitchentoolsmade
with large, easy-to-grip handlessuch as
the products made by OXO.

They are particularly good for older
cookswho may have trouble gripping
small, hard handlesthat slip out of the
hand.

Sharp knivesare also an essential tool;
adull knife can make any slicing task
real drudgery.

If you give knives, include a book on
how to use each type of knife and how
to care for them.

Cooking Lessons. Most of us learn
to cook from femalerelatives, usually
our mothers. Very often they never
learned to cook either, somom had lit-
tleto passon.

Asaresult, agrowing number of peo-
pledo not know the cooking basicsand
theresultispoor nutrition.

Cooking classes make a great present
for yourself no matter what your age.
Many men becomeinterested in nutri-
tion and cooking after retirement (or a
heart attack!).

For them aclassin whole foods cook-
ingwill pay back in better health. Cook-
ing classesarealot of fun and you can
eat the homework!

In addition to cooking schools, cooking
classes are available online, on DVD
discs, through adult education in your
community, and offered by food mar-
kets and kitchen stores.

Some hospitals even have classes on
specia dietssuch asgluten-freeor low
sodium cooking. It sbest to givethe gift
of cooking classes through a gift cer-
tificate so therecipient can pick thetype
and time of the class.

Cookbooks There is a wide variety
of cookbooks available. Don’t skimp
here. Get a splashy coffee table sized
book on atopicthey love.

Beannachtai na Nollag from the staff
here at Séinte (that is, my cat and
myself).

Maureen Keane MS CN is the author
of 14 books on health and diet and a
member of the Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics. Read her blog at:
keanenutrition.com.
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The Gloaming in concert:

Two setsof puremuscal bliss

By EILISCOURTNEY
VANCOUVER - Saturday,
November 18 was a date |
have been anticipating for
quite awhile.

Not only wasit to be the Canadian de-
but of the new Irish “super-group” The
Gloaming but during the summer, | was
invited by my colleagues at the UBC
Chan Centreto do apre-show talk with
two of the members, Martin Hayesand
larlaO Lionéird.

| first heard The Gloaming when they
performed a piece called Opening Set
during the ' Ceilitradh’ (Celebration) at
the Royal Albert Hall held in honour of
the historic visit of President Michael
D. Higginsto the UK.

| was blown away by the haunting sing-
ing of sean-nds exponent larla O
Lionaird and the phenomenal individual
and combined musicianship of the other
four equally talented members, Martin
Hayes, Caoimhin O Raghalaigh, Denis
Cahill and Thomas Bartlett (aka
Doveman).

Little did | know then that
Vancouveriteswould get the chanceto
seethem live. Happily, the Chan Cen-
tre for the Performing Arts at UBC
managed to secure them for the last
concert of the group’s 2014 tour.

My research for the pre-show talk was
helped greatly when | went to see the
documentary The Gloaming: Moment
to Moment, sponsored by the Chan
Centre at The Cinematique, which ex-
plains how the group got started and
details the collaboration between the
five performers.

The audience that night was also
treated to a second movie, Aisling
Gheal, which is about a group of
women passionate about keeping the
sean-nostradition aive.

It is not every performer who agrees
to give apre-show talk just before go-
ing on stage so the fact that Martin and
larladid so was greatly appreciated by
the packed room of fans.

Despite being delayed arriving in Van-
couver, Martin and larlawere relaxed
and entertaining and had theroom laugh-
ing and fully engaged with their stories
of the group’s coming together musi-
caly aswell astalesabout thetour they
werejust completing.

Both men have known each other for a
long time, having performed asyoung
boysat varioustraditional competitions
and so thefriendship and mutual respect
camethrough in the conversation.

My job was made very easy indeed as
the chat just flowed and all too soon,
the half hour was up and everyone
needed to get into the theatre for the
main act.

The concert wastwo 45-minute sets of
puremusical bliss, with traditional tunes
and old Irish poems and songs blended
with contemporary arrangements, to
providethe audience with anew listen-
ing experience.

During the encore, demanded by the
appreciativefans, larlasang my favour-
ite song from the CD — Saoirse/Free-
dom.

ListeningtohimsinginIrish (Gaglic) in
the acoustically-stunning Chan Centre
was a moving, patriotic experience |
never felt before—and onethat will be
remembered for along time.

PHOTO: Don Erhardt

IARLA O LIONAIRD, Martin Hayes of The Gloaming onstage at
the Chan Centre for the Performing Arts at UBC for the pre-

show talk with Eilis Courtney.

PHOTO: Don Erhardt
THE GLOAMING performance was an unforgettable experience
and included traditional tunes and old Irish poems and songs
blended with contemporary arrangements.

THE CHRISTMAS LEGEND OF THE BAGPIPES

Thereisalegendin Italy that of all the musical instruments, it was the bagpipes
that pleased the Blessed Virgin Mary the most.

Thisisthe instrument, it is said, with which the shepherds of Bethlehem had

serenaded her.

And thus, one sure sign of the approach of Christmasin Italy, isthe appearance
in the streets of bagpipers, the zampognari.

These men, shepherds from the countryside, arrive in Rome and elsewhere in

mid-December.

For centuries, it was their custom to make their way from one street corner
image of Mary to another, serenading her with bagpipes.

Their itinerary isnow considerably abbreviated, but they remain heralds of the

coming of Christ. — James Monti

NOVENAS

NOVENATO
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary (never
known to fail). O most beautiful flower of
Mount Carmel, fruitful vine, splendour of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God.
Immaculate Virgin, assist me in this my
necessity. There are none that can
withstand your power. O show me herein
you are my Mother, Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee
(three times). Sweet Mother, | place this
cause in your hands (three times). Holy
Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all
roads so that | can attain my goal. You
gave me the Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me. This prayer must be
said for three days, even after the request
is granted and the favour received, it must
be published. —PKM, MJ, CC, CTK

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE

Most holy apostle, St. Jude, faithful serv-
ant and friend of Jesus, the Church honors
and invokes you universally, as the patron
of hopeless cases, of things almost de-
spaired of. Pray for me, | am so helpless
and alone. Make use | implore you, of that
particular privilege given to you, to bring
visible and speedy help where help is al-
most despaired of. Come to my assist-
ance in this great need that | may receive
the consolation and help of heaven in all
my necessities, tribulations, and
sufferings, particularly - (Here make your
request) and that | may praise God with
you and all the elect forever. | promise, O
blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful of this
great favor, to always honor you as my spe-
cial and powerful patron, and to gratefully
encourage devotion to you. Amen

- PMC, MJF, CB, CC

Publication of this prayer is $25 monthly
(Canadian residents include 5% GST)
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Words of Irdand:
Marketing fun Irish

sayingsto the

By CATHOLINE BUTLER
Thelrish have away with wordsand a
uniqueturn of phrasethat often, when
translated into another culture, have a
very different meaning.

Dublin-based Teresa Croke has devel-
oped her business around these every-
day sayings and added them onto shop-
ping bags, insulated lunch bags, shoe
bags and mouse pads.

These products have provided a good
laugh and a great conversation piece
for Irish peopleall over theworld.

Croke recently spoke with The Celtic
Connection about her new business
saying, “We all know the Irish have a
great way with words. My company,
Words of Ireland, has captured some
of thosefunny Irish expressionson gifts
and everyday products.

“1 think my inspiration came from the
fact that | have alwaysloved funny ex-
pressions and the distinct accentsfrom
countiesall around Ireland.

“Having lived in Canada for many
years, | know how muchfunitistouse
thesefavourite phrases, especially with
other people who actually understand
it..whogetit.”

Teresa decided to put all her favourite
Irish phrases onto productsthat people
useintheir everyday life, and shesaid
it's been lots of fun working on these
products.

Her rangeincludesitemslikelunch bags,
tote bags, mouse mats and key rings—
it'snovelty funitems.

For example, the cooler lunch bags are
a great talking point. Teresa said her
customers havetold her about the laugh
they’ ve had during their lunch break
sharing the meaning of some of these
sayings.

The smaller tote bags are convenient
for carrying all kinds of items, such as
library books, boxes of tea, even Irish
dancing shoes.

Somewomen have been knownto carry
an extrapair of flatsto changeinto af-
ter anight on the town wearing those
high heels. These totes will come in
handy here.

“Thereisabroad international appeal
for these products,” said Teresa. Asyou
know, many people have immigrated

world
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DUBLIN-based Teresa Croke
has launched a gift line featur-
ing some of Ireland’s unique and
funny expressions. She is seek-
ing a North American agent to
help bring her products to a
larger audience.

from Ireland over the past five years—
and they all grew up hearing these
phrases.”

There are now Irish people living in
every corner of the planet and Teresa
said, “we love getting photos and sto-
riesfrom peoplefrom around theworld
—some have immigrated to the United
States, Canada, Australiathe U.K. and
Asia

“We had one Irish guy livingin China
and his colleague asked what it means
when some Irish people say ‘he'sagas
man all together.” These are some of
the funny phrases we all use and we
don’t even think about it.”

Teresa Croke lived in Canadafor sev-
eral yearswhere sheworked as an air-
line attendant for 14 yearsand loved her
work. She was based mostly in Van-
couver but also lived in Toronto and
Montreal beforemoving back to Dublin
afew years ago.

Teresais looking for an agent in Van-
couver to market Words of Ireland prod-
ucts. The products are mailed out the
day the order is received and can be
mailed anywherein theworld.

To purchase Words of Ireland products,
e-mail: tc@wordsofirdland.ieor visit the
website at: www.wordsofireland.ie.

Ancient Celtic monastic settlement
was an important pilgrimage site

By MARIE BRUCE

IT takes about two-hours of
easy driving from Dublin on
those amazingly good Irish
roads to reach the ancient
Cedltic site of Clonmacnoise.
It is situated outside Athlone in the
county of Offaly right in the centre of
Ireland. | vowed | would not visit Ire-

land again without a visit to
Clonmacnoise and 2014 wasthe year.

If you enjoy history and ancient sites,
then Clonmacnoise is up there with
Delphi in Greece.

It is a hugely atmospheric place with
enough buildingsand ruinstoimagine
itinitshayday, morelikeasmall town
than amonastic site.

| should mention the stunning situation
on a hill running down to the River
Shannon with wide views of the coun-
tryside.

St. Ciaran founded the first monastry
here in 544, he died soon after but
Clonmacnoise continued and became
one of the most important places of
learning and pilgrimagein Europe.

The site includes the ruins of the ca-
thedral, seven churchesand three high
crosses. | was amazed so much has
survived, considering it was plundered
often by the Vikings and fell into de-
cline from the Thirteenth Century for
several hundred yearsuntil it was des-
ignated anational monument in 1877.

Thereis plenty to seeand | spent a
coupleof hourswalking and resting on
the site, as | said it had that special
peaceful atmospherethat drawsyouin
and you need time to absorb the place.

The last high king of Ireland Rory
O’ Connor was buried under the high
altar of the cathedral which isnow in
ruins. The round towers and Celtic
crosses are true symbols of Irish mo-
nastic sites.

They recommend you visit the museum
and interpretive centrefirst, to get the
timelineand the history.

The museum also houses a fantastic

CLONMACNOISE, founded in 544 by St. Ciaran. is an easy two-

hour drive from Dubln. It became one of the most important places
of learning and pilgrimage in Europe.
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WRITER Marie Bruce gathering turf in the bog in Co. Offaly.

collection of early Christian gravestones
dating fromthe Eighth to Twelfth Cen-
tury, thankfully these are now safefor
future generationsto view.

| wastherein mid September and was
very surprised there were very few
people visiting this amazing place, |
highly recommend taking the time to
visit Clonmacnoise, it makes aterrific
day trip from Dublin.

We drove through parts of County Of -
faly on our way back to Dublin. For me,
the big thrill was seeing acres of
bogland. Itisuniquely Irishtovisitthe
bog and celebrate the survival of these
ancient peatlands.

Jokes and songs were written about the
bogs of Ireland and men from the coun-
try were often referred to as bog men.

In fact, the bogs of Ireland offer not
only turf for fuel but awildlife refuge
for birds, and allow wildflowers and
orchidsto flourishinitspeaty soil.

Cutting turf or “saving the turf” was
said to be backbreaking hard work,
machinery now doesall thework.

Although it was late, | had to have a
walk out into the bog. | wanted to hold
asod of turf in my hand and smell it.

Thesmell of burning turf can makelrish
immigrantslong for home and family,
there was such comfort sitting around
aglowing turf fireon awinters night.

Therearetill pubs, mainly inthecoun-
try, with turf fires. Thiswould beabig
atraction for me, to haveapint of Guin-
ness beside aturf fire.

Samuel Beckett play
banned for 50 years
to open in Vancouver

VANCOUVER - Blackbird
Theatrereturnsto The Cultch
this year with the Canadian
premiere of Samuel Beckett's
play All That Fall.

For morethan 50 yearsno onewas al-
lowed to stage this entertaining and
deeply affecting Irish play.

At last the ban has been lifted and au-
diencesin London and New York have
been treated to the double delight of
seeing a radio play produced on the
stage.

Blackbird Theatre, whose Waiting for
Godot was a held over hit at The
Cultch, and whose Uncle Vanya
played to packed houseslast year, has
been granted the rightsto present this
first Canadian production of All That
Fall.

All That Fall isa75-minuteradio play

written by Samuel Beckett in 1956 for
the BBC.

After its broadcast in 1957 several
prominent theatre producers, including
Laurence Olivier, tried to obtain the
rightsto produceit asastage play, but
Beckett refused all requests.

Finally in 2012, Trevor Nunn, English
thestre, film, and television director suc-
ceeded in persuading the Beckett es-
tate to allow theatrical staging of the
script asaradio play and All That Fall
playedinLondon (2012) and New York
(2013) to rave reviews.

The Guardian wrote, “Beckett at his
most Irish and accessible.”

Ben Brantley of The New York Times
said, “You're unlikely to find a more
salty or succinct embodiment of hisfath-
omless sense of humor.”

The play stars Leanna Brodie, Adam
Henderson, Lee Van Paassen, Gerard

PHOTO: Tim Matheson
All That Fall with William Sam-
ples, Lee Van Paassen and
Adam Henderson at the historic
Cultch in Vancouver from De-
cember 29 to January 24.

Plunkett, and William Samples.

All That Fall will run from December
29to January 24 at the historical Cultch
theatrelocated at 1895 Venables Street
in Vancouver. For tickets or or more
information, call (604) 251-1353, or
book online at: http://thecultch.com/
shows.
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Themes explored film ‘ Calvary’
show a new form of Catholicism

BRENDAN GLEESON (R) as Father James and Kelly Reilly as

Fiona (L) in Calvary.

he credits had hardly rolled on John
Michael McDonagh'snew film, Calvary,
before a pointless spate of controversy,

generated by the director himself, threatened to sub-
sume the genuine worth of his sequel to The Guard

(2011) in apublic row.

At issue was the quality or otherwise
of Irishfilms. More about that | ater.

Calvary isin every sense afollow-up
to McDonagh’sfirst festure, The Guard
(athird filmwould certainly bewelcome
toformatrilogy).

Thisfilminvolvesjust asequally com-
pelling aperformance fromthe protago-
nist as its predecessor, played by
Brendan Gleeson on both occasions.

In Calvary heisapriest. The priest’s
swaying soutane and the gardauniform
insmall town Ireland arestill the clear-
est symbols of community, and touch-
stones of communitarian common
cause, although trust in them has been
greatly diminished by scandals in the
recent past.

It is therefore appropriate that
McDonagh, in hisdemythol ogisation of
small town Ireland, cast Gleeson first
as aguard and now as a priest.

In neither role does Glesson fulfill the
stereotypical function of hisuniformor
cloth: instead, herestlessly seekstore-
habilitate the role and make it mean-
ingful inachanged Ireland.

Just as the garda was irreverent and
brutish, the priest is flawed, yet both
charactersare good people determined
intheir own quirky manner to servethe
public.

Many other parallels to The Guard
come to mind —in both films, a black
man, a deliberate anomaly in a rural
Irish drama, plays a central character;
both feature aprecociouschild, albeit a
somewhat miscast one, who is akeen
observer of the world; both films are
elevated at moments by gorgeousim-
ages captured by cinematographer
Larry Smith.

In Calvary, too, Patrick Campbell’s
magisterial music scoreand hischoice
of songssees‘ The Beatitudes' in Irish
followed by Calvary's theme song,
which, in sounding almost foreign, was
just themusical transportation that the
filmrequired.

And foreignness is a desirable effect
since Calvary sets the most unlikely
characters side-by-side.

Some sensibilitiesmay be offended by
the presence of alippy New Jersey rent
boy in small town Ireland beside a
frighteningly insensitive hospital doctor.

THE VIEW
FROM IRELAND
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“1I’m not a fan of
Irish movies, | don't
find them to be
that technically
accomplished and
| don't find them
that intelligent...
— John Michad

McDonagh

Then thereisamisanthropic Celtic Ti-
ger aristocrat, determined toregain his
soul, using Father James as ahandler.

Another character who comes closer
totheboneinthisfilmisapub owner,
played by Pat Shortt.

Hispremisesisabout to be repossessed
by the bank, and who instances the
Catholic Church’s theft of Jewish
wealth and collusion with the Nazi re-
gime as adequate evidence that the
church has no moral authority to pon-
tificate to those who overextended
themselvesfinancialy.

Scenesin Calvary switch very rapidly
and, for the most part, effectively.

One scenethat sounded arare duff note
saw Fr. James passing the time of day
withayoung girl, avisitor to thelocal -
ity, only to have her father pull upin his
car in high dudgeon, concerned that his
daughter isbeing pumped by apriest.

The personal insult, the condemnation
by association, the harsh public percep-
tion of a very individual and private
priest, pushes Fr. James to drink — but
the dramatic context and chain of cau-
sation do not seem authentic.

The burning of the churchinthisfilm,
like many churches that have been
burnedinIreland inthe past 15 years,
isdonewith maliciousintent.

Only the stone altar remains after the
arson attack. It is set against the sea
asasymbolic sole remnant of aruined
church, still somehow standingin spite
of such assaullts.

Through exploring such themes in
Calvary, McDonagh shows a new
formof Catholicism possiblein Ireland
in 2014: the church’s ecclesiastic dog-
mas are exchanged for the pastoral
sympathy of apriest such asFr. James,
who embodiesacapacity to endurethe
worst abuses of adisaffected commu-
nity.

Gleeson is at hismost solid and con-
vincing in this respect: he holds his
character’s position with dignity and
hasclear concern for the hurt that peo-
ple have experienced.

That said, the director iscareful not to
allow matters to become overly sol-
emn. The dialogue sparkles, moving
the action at a good tempo, leavened
throughout by the McDonagh trade-
mark wit for which his playwright
brother isalso famed.

Now back to McDonagh’s comments
on Irish film: Hewho damns shall be
saved?

Calvary is one of the very few genu-
inely Irishfilmsever to squarely face
issues of themeaning of life. Soitisa
pity that McDonagh wantsto distance
himself fromthelrish film-making tra-
dition.

Ashestatedinaninterview, “1’m not
afan of Irishmovies, | don't find them
to be that technically accomplished
and| don'tfindthem that intelligent...so
I’'m trying to get away from the de-
scription of themovieasan Irishfilm
inaway.”

That wasn’t very nice, and neither is
itaccurate. Thefilmissetin Sligowith
anlrish cast, and McDonaghisof Irish
extraction. McDonagh’'s comment is
implausible.

How will the BIFA (British Independ-
ent Film Awards) assess Calvary in
early December, remembering that its
counterpart |FTA (Irish Film and Tel-
evision Awards) gaveit the Best Film
plaudit?

Does this film present an Ireland for
Britain, with its director jeering Irish
films and film-makers along the way
asabonus?Surely itispossibleto ana-
lysefilms, including those set in Ire-
land, independently of such limited cri-
teria?

Steve McQueen, who in 2008 made
Hunger (for my money one of the best
“Irish” films of the past decade) hap-
pened to be an Englishman, although
he made no to do about the fact.

At therisk of tempting fate, it seems
likely that BIFA will give Calvary an
award, but will do sofor thefilm'sown
proper merits.

Whether or not BIFA claim
McDonagh astheir own, and whether
or not McDonagh wishesto acknow!-
edge Calvary’s self-evident Irishness,
it still feelslike the second expression
of anIrishfilmtrilogy.

A better line of inquiry than al this
speculation about national appropria-
tion might be: If McDonagh makes
another Irish film, what subject mat-
ter will spark hisinterest next?
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MORE than 50,000 undocumented Irish living in the United States
have been given fresh hope with new immigration reform an-
nounced by President Obama. Many hope to one day return home
to visit without fear of losing the life they have built in America.

Obamaimmigration
reforms give hope
to undocumented

Irish in the U.S.

WASHINGTON — More than
50,000 Irishimmigrantslivingil-
legally inthe United States have
been given fresh hope of one day
being ableto return home.

In aunilateral movethat hasleft mem-
bers of the U.S. Republican party out-
raged, President Barack Obama has
announced immigration reformsthat will
leave 3.7 million of the estimated 11 mil-
lion peoplelivingillegaly intheU.S. eli-
giblefor three-year work permits.

Thoseentitled to apply will haveto have
beenintheU.S. for morethanfiveyears
and be the parent of aU.S.-born child.

Hisadministration will begin accepting
applications this spring from undocu-
mented migrants who are seeking to
avoid deportation.

Obamaoutlined theactionsin atelevised
address, describing them as “account-
ability —acommonsense, middleground
approach.”

“If you meet the criteria, you can come
out of the shadows and get right with
the law. If you'reacriminal, you'll be
deported,” he said in a15-minute prime
time speech from the East Room of the
White House.

Presidents, as head of the executive
branch of government, can issue orders
on policy matters if Congress doesn’t
support them.

Inthe absenceof legidation, Obamasaid
that he would direct immigration en-
forcement agentsto focus on deporting
“felons, not families; criminals, not chil-
dren” and overlook theillegal status of
just over four millionimmigrantswho are
parentsto U.S.-born citizen children or
legal permanent residents.

Themeasureswill apply to thosein the
U.S. for longer than fiveyearsoncethey
pass a criminal background check and
their taxesare paid up-to-date. They will
ableto apply for work permitsand atem-
porary reprieve from deportation.

Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs immy
Deenihan welcomed the announcement
but added that he saw the measures as
afirst step forward.

“Today representsreal progress, albeit
with further important steps yet to be
achieved,” hesaid. “ Somewill not ben-
efit from these new arrangements and
we will continue to make the case on
their behalf.”

He added, “Having now received the
details of the measures announced by
President Obama, we will examine
them closely with a view to ensuring
that asmany Irish nationalsas possible
benefit fromtheir application.”

Obama rejected Republican accusa-
tionsthat he was exceeding his author-
ity as president, saying that these were
the“kindsof actionstaken by every sin-
gle Republican president and every sin-
gle Democratic president for the past
half century.”

He dismissed suggestions from mem-
bers of Congress that his actions for
undocumented migrantsamountedto an
amnesty.

“That'sthereal amnesty —leaving this
broken system the way it is,” he said.
“Mass amnesty would be unfair. Mass
deportation would be both impossible
and contrary to our character.”

Under Obama’'s measures, his admin-
istration will expand eligibility for “ex-
tremehardshipwaivers’ alowing quali-
fying illegal immigrants to visit their
home countriesthrough their U.S.-born
children or legally resident spouses.

In his televised address, Obama chal-
lenged Republicans to focus their en-
ergy not on blocking his measures but
on approving long-stalled legidation to
taketheir place.

He said, “ To those members of Con-
gress who question my authority to
make our immigration system work bet-
ter, or question the wisdom of me act-
ing where Congress hasfailed, | have
one answer: Passabill.”

Irish immigration activists welcomed
the president’s actions.

“Thiswill haveabig effect on our com-
munity,” said Ciaran Staunton, the New
York-based co-founder of the Irish
L obby for Immigration Reform.

“Many peoplewill sighwithrelief be-
cause not only could they not work here
legally but they couldn’t travel. For any-
one who meets both areasthiswill in-
deed be a huge day.”

He expressed disappointment that un-
documented Irish who have beenliving
intheU.S. for morethan fiveyearswho
don’t or couldn’t have children will not
be helped under these measures.

“We hope that the White House will
addressthisoversightimmediately,” he
said.
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SEATTLE POLICE Department's 2014 Officer of the Year, Of-
ficer Ryan Gallagher (right) meets Taoiseach Enda Kenny at Gov-
ernment Buildings in Dublin on September 30. In the rear are
Seattle Mayor Ed Murray (left) and John Keane.

PHOTO: Sean O Sullivan
DANNY AND CATHRYN Quinn at Seattle’s Irish Seniors’ Christ-
mas luncheon shown here with Daidi na Nollag (Father Christ-
mas, a.k.a. Owen Cullen). The couple were celebrating their 40™
wedding anniversary.

PHOTO: Sean O Sullivan
PHYLLIS SAMPSON and Nora Jordan [seated)], Irish Vice Con-
sul Kevin Byrne [standing], with Daidi na Nollag (Father Christ-
mas, a.k.a. Owen Cullen), Maureen Keane and Nanci Spieker at
Seattle’s Irish Seniors’ Christmas luncheon.

PHOTO: Sean O Sullivan
JOAN O'BYRNE, Owen Sweeney and Mal Monahan [seated)], Daidi
na Nollag (Father Christmas, a.k.a. Owen Cullen) [standing] with
Mary Monahan at Seattle’s Irish Seniors’ Christmas luncheon.

PASSINGS
¢ Father John Horan, 94, a native
of Duagh, Co. Kerry, who has been
a priest in Seattle since 1946, died
in Seattle on November 23.

* Michael Doohan, 69, a native of
Gortahork, Co. Donegal, died in
Renton on November 23 after a
very brief battle with cancer.

MOTHER'S CHRISTMAS — The
2014 Mother’s Christmas Dinner is
Sunday, January 5 at 6 pm with the
location still TBD.

Known as Little Christmas around
the world, the twelfth day of Christ-
mas is called Nollaig na mBan (or
Women'’s Christmas) in most parts
of Ireland.

Celebrate this Irish holiday by tak-
ing the woman in your life to din-
ner! For details and reservations,
call (206) 412-2960.

CELTIC YULETIDE — Magical
Strings’ 36th Annual Celtic Yuletide
Seattle concert is December 13
with Tacoma’s concert on Decem-
ber 12. Concerts will also be held
in Kent, Mount Vernon, Bellevue,
Portland and Leavenworth.

Featuring the lyrical and joyful
sounds of Celtic harps, hammered
dulcimers, violins, cello, whistles,
concertina, percussion and more,
this grand gala of Celtic-inspired
holiday music is filled with Irish sing-
ing, dancing, juggling, caroling and
storytelling. For the details, visit
magicalstrings.com.

FINNEGAN’'S WAKE — Saturday,
December 13, 8 PM, in the Chapel
Performance Space at Good Shep-
herd Center, 4649 Sunnyside Ave
N. Seattle.

An original staging performed from
memory by Neal Kosaly-Meyer of
the complete first chapter of James
Joyce’s novel Finnegan’s Wake,
with sound design, lighting (dark-
ening), and sets carefully made.
This is a FREE performance.

BOOK CLUB — The next Irish Book
Club meeting is Tuesday, January
13 to discuss The Land of Spices
by Kate O’Brien, a book that was
banned in Ireland when first pub-
lished in 1941.

O’Brien’s writings were ahead of
their time and she is known as a
feminist writer because of her de-
sire for gender equality. Contact
(206) 361-1713 for meeting details.

HERITAGE CLUB AGM - At the
Irish Heritage Club’s recent Annual
General Meeting, David Jacobsen
was elected president for 2014-
2015.

Ari Hausler and Jane Sepede were
re-elected to the board while David
Jacobsen, Corbin Johnson and
Brendan Shriane are new board
members and Mary Shriane is the
new membership secretary.

Special thanks to Justin McMahon
who stepped down after two years
as president but who remains on
the board, to Frank Gill who stepped
down after 14 years as membership
secretary, and to Ralph Kosche who
stepped down after 10 years on the
board but who remains as stage
manager for the Irish Festival. For
more information, visit irishclub.org.

GUINNESS RECOGNITION -
Guinness co-hosted Seattle’s Irish
Community Christmas party on De-

By
JOHN
KEANE

cember 6 as one of their Raise Your
Glass events to highlight the
Seattle Gaels GAA Club which was
founded 35 years ago in 1979.

The national recognition by Guin-
ness is an acknowledgment of the
Gaels’ efforts to promote the Irish
games of Gaelic football, hurling
and camogie around the Pacific
Northwest and it also ties in with
Guinness’ Made of More promotion.

The Gaels today organize teams in
all four GAA codes — men’s Gaelic
football, women’s Gaelic football,
men’s hurling and women’s
camogie.

Four Gaels’ teams traveled to Bos-
ton this past Labor Day weekend
to compete in the North American
GAA Championship finals and in
2016 the North American GAA
Championship finals will be played
in Seattle.

The 2016 finals will bring over 100
teams and 5,000 players and spec-
tators to Seattle from all across the
USA and Canada.

For what the Gaels have accom-
plished over the past 35 years,
they were a worthy nominee for
National Guinness recognition.

OFFICER OF THE YEAR — Seattle
Police Officer Ryan Gallagher and
his partner Jeremy Wade were re-
cently honored as the Seattle Po-
lice Department’s Officers of the
Year.

Patrol Officers in Seattle’s East Pre-
cinct in the Central District, several
months ago Ryan and his partner
were shocked and upset to find two
young girls living in a home with no
beds.

The officers purchased two brand
new twin beds with their own money
and later delivered them to the
home.

They then founded The Beds for
Kids Project and with the Seattle
Police Foundation have already
raised thousands of dollars to in-
sure that Seattle’s children have a
suitable place to sleep every night.

In 2011 Ryan also founded the
Seattle Police Pipes and Drums
Pipe Band which he brought to Ire-
land this past September for a two-
week tour of Ireland where they
were joined in Galway by Seattle
Mayor Ed Murray.

An officer in the Friends of St.
Patrick in Seattle, Ryan traces his
Irish ancestors to Crossmolina, Co.
Mayo.

MAYOR’'S ANCESTRY — The Oc-
tober issue of Irish Lives Remem-
bered (irishlivesremembered.ie), a
free online Irish genealogy maga-
zine, has a nice article on Seattle
Mayor Ed Murray’s Irish ancestry.

The mayor’s four grandparents
were born in Ireland, in Limerick,
Tipperary and two in Co. Down. The

SEATTLE IRISH NEWS

article was written by Brid Nowlan,
a member of Irish Network Seattle.

CITY OF FILM — Galway, Seattle’s
Irish Sister City, has been awarded
the permanent status of UNESCO
City of Film by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization.

Galway is now one of just five cit-
ies around the world to have been
awarded the status of UNESCO City
of Film.

A total of 63 cities were shortlisted
for the award in this application
period and the designation recog-
nizes a city’s contribution to cinema
and media production.

The Galway area has a long asso-
ciation with film making going back
over eighty years, including Man of
Aran in the early 1930s, The Quiet
Man in 1952, The Field in 1990, and
The Guard in 2011.

The award is seen as a fitting tes-
tament to all of the great directors,
producers, writers and actors who
have made Galway their home over
the years.

It is estimated that the growing film
and TV industry in the Galway area
currently employs in the region of
600 people and is worth almost $90
million to the local economy.

The title of Creative City of Film also
includes membership of UNESCO’s
Creative Cities Network. The City
of Seattle is in the process of ap-
plying to be awarded the title of
UNESCO City of Literature.

IMMIGRATION CHANGES - Irish
government and religious leaders
along with Irish immigration groups
across the U.S. have welcomed the
executive action on immigration that
was recently announced by Presi-
dent Obama.

It is estimated that these new
changes will provide significant re-
lief to at least several thousand of
an estimated up to 50,000 Irish-
born undocumented in the U.S.
who, because of their status, have
been unable to attend weddings,
funerals and other key family
events back in Ireland.

There are currently 11 Irish Immi-
gration Centers across the U.S.
that provide an array of front line
services to Irish immigrants. One of
them is Seattle’s Irish Immigrant
Support Group.

If you have specific questions about
your situation, please e-mail:
info@irishseattle.com.

CENTENARIAN’S BOUNTY - Sr.
Rose Donoghue, a native of Co.
Leitrim who now lives in Bellevue,
recently received the following let-
ter from the President of Ireland:

“Dear Sr. Donoghue, | have learned
with great pleasure that you will
celebrate on 23 November, 2014
the hundredth anniversary of your
birth.

“What a wonderful occasion for
you, your extended family and
friends as you reminisce and cel-
ebrate a life great in years, and |
have no doubt, rich in accomplish-
ments.

“| join with your family and friends
in wishing you a very happy birth-
day.

[Continued next page....]
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“Born, as you were, in the second
decade of the Twentieth Century,
you have lived through remarkable
times in the history of Ireland and

est personal congratulations and
most sincere good wishes, along
with the enclosed centenarian pay-
ment.

the world. “Yours sincerely, Michael D.

Higgins, Uachtardin na hEireann,
President of Ireland.”

A check for $3,135.36 was en-
closed with the letter.

“You have witnessed remarkable
changes, in lifestyles and techno-
logical developments, unimagina-
ble at the time of your birth in 1914.

“May you be surrounded today by
the warmth of happy memories and
secure in the knowledge that you
continue to make this world a bet-
ter place for all who love you.

MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS
An Annual Celtic Christmas Cel-
ebration at The Kirkland Perform-
ance Center on December 12 and
13, features violinist Geoffrey Cas-
tle with special guests, dancers, and
a visit from Santa Claus.

“I am delighted to send my warm-

GUESTS at the 100" birthday celebration in Bellevue for Co. Lei-
trim native Sr. Rose Donoghue — (L-R) [Front Row] Sr. Monica
Heeran (from Co. Leitrim), birthday girl Sr. Rose Donoghue, and
Mary Charles (from Co. Leitrim). [Back Row] Brigid Morkel (from
Co. Leitrim), Therese Michels (Sr. Rose’s niece who lives in
Renton), Sheila Gormley and her husband Donal (Sr. Rose’s
nephew) who live in Co. Meath, and Honorary Consul of Ireland
John Keane who delivered to Sr. Rose a congratulatory letter and
check from Irish President Michael D. Higgins.

MEMBERS of the Seattle Gaels women 'S football and camog|e
teams at the Seattle Gaels awards banquet — Katie Corcoran,
Camille Clarke, Heather Morris, Brianna Wallace, Lindsay Brown,
Ranko Asari, Bridgett Vechey, Chelsey Thomas, Ada Chen, Aoife
Blake, Vanessa Peterson, Jayme Markham, Jenna Volcko, Kerry
Rezmer, and Caroline Lee. In center rear with his hands raised is
Gaels Chair Brian White.

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS of the Irish Heritage Club at
Seattle’s Irish Community Christmas Party — (L-R) [Front]
Candace Dunne, Mary Shriane, Nanci Spieker, Jane Sepede
and Jean Roth. [Rear] Brendan Shriane, Corbin Johnson, Ari
Hausler, John Keane, David Jacobsen and Ralph Kosche.

LOS ANGELES Galaxy forward
Robbie Keane displays his tro-
phy with his wife Claudine and
son Robert.

Robbie
Keane

named
MLS MVP

LOS ANGELES — After aterrific
season with LA Galaxy, the Irish
striker has won the league’'s
equivalent of Player of the Year.

Major League Soccer has named
Robbie Keane as its Most Valuable
Player (MVP) for 2014 on December
4.

Ireland captain Keanewasincludedin
the Team of the Year and has now
beaten competition from Seattle
Sounders striker Obafemi Martinsand
New England Revolution’sLee Nguyen
to claim the league’s most prestigious
individual prizefor thefirst time.

Having finished second behind former
team-mate Mike Magee last year, the
LA Galaxy skipper produced his best
form during his fourth season in the
U.S. —with 19 goalsand 14 assistsfrom
29 appearances.

Galaxy overcame Seattle Soundersin
the Western Conference final and 34-
year-old Keaneiscertain to start when
BruceArena s men take on Revolution
intheMLSCup Final.

Keane'sscoring exploitsareclear: He's
netted 53 goals with 35 assists in 84
regular season gamessincejoining LA
inAugust 2011, plusanother eight goa's
and six assists in 16 playoff matches
and seven goals in 14 CONCACAF
Champions L eague games.

He'stallied 22 goalswith 18 assistsin
all competitionsthisyear.

But his game is far broader than the
numbers suggest.

He gives amaster classin off-the-ball
movement every time he steps on the
field and plays the pivotal role in the
Gaaxy’sinterchange-heavy possession
game.

“Wethink Robbie's spectacular,” Gal-
axy head coach Bruce Arenasaid fol-
lowing the ceremony.

“He'sremarkablein the sense that his
consistency year in and year out has
been spectacular. And you don't see
that typically of strikers.

“He sets the tone for our team each
and every day.

“He's agreat professional, he's good
with our young players, he's fabulous
in getting the team ready to play.

“Thosethingsyou don’t seein the box
score, for sure, but he's that guy with
our team.”

FREE SERVICES
AVAILABLE

to Irish people in need, regardless of the
person’s religious, social or economic
background.

Consultation and referrals, networking
opportunities, limited immigrant legal
assistance, advocacy and support in
handling drug, alcohol, child or spousal
abuse, family crises, senior issues,
poverty, etc.

Call toll-free 877-517-3559 or email info@irishseattle.com
P.O. Box 75123, Seattle, WA 98175  www.irishseattle.com

ALWAY TRADER
Travalaicne na Saillimnhe
Mon - Sat 11-5+ Sun 12-5

= Swealers, capes. scarves & hats from Ireland & Scotland

= Irish dance ghillies, hard shoes & poodle socks

* Claddagh & Celtic jewelry. Belleek china, Galway crystal
= CDs, music books & DVDs; books in English & Gaelic
* Bewley's, Barry's & Lyons teas, & various (ood items

7518 15th Ave. NW, Seattle, WA 98117 / (206) 784-9343
www.galwaytraders.com

Ccelc
TUSCT

anada’s Contempor ~eltic Radio

download weekly at
www.worldbeatcanada.com
Sundays @ 4pm, AM 1470, CJVB Vancouver

—
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A\arriott

Vancouver to Seattle &
SeaTac Airport,

There and back! Quick and Easy!
For Reservations cail:

604-940-4428

FAIRFIELD INN BY MARRIOTT
19631 International Bivd.

SeaTac WA 98188
1-206-824-9909

Includes Continental Breakfast

FOR HOTEL & BUS PACKAGES IN
VANCOUVER OR SEATTLE
CALL: 604-940-4428
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Hockey world mourns the loss
of ‘The Big Irishman’

VANCOUVER-Hewas
knownas‘ TheBig Irish-
man’ and when Pat Quinn
(71) passed away in Van-
couver on Sunday, No-
vember 23, 2014, the
hockey world lost a leg-
end.

He was a player, coach, a
player’s coach, a general
manager, president, chairman
and team owner.

Pat Quinn did everything in hockey
but officiate and was convinced
he' d be better at that than the men
in stripes, whom he loudly baited
from the bench, always working a
wad of green chewing gum.

“Hewasaround the (NHL) 45 years,”
said Leaf coach Randy Carlyle. “That
islongevity inthisbusiness.”

In al the places where Quinn’s enor-
mous shadow fell — Toronto, Hamilton,
Vancouver, Edmonton, Atlanta, Los
Angeles and even Boston where the
Bobby Orr hit still resonates — people
paused to remember one tough Irish-
man.

Years ago, aVancouver reporter asked
Quinn how he kept going in an often
cruel sport that battered him physically,
denied him a chance for so long, and
saw him hired and fired so many times
as coach and executive.

“If there is such a thing as destiny, |
just feel | get put back into this busi-
ness,” Quinnsaid.

“Evenwhen | didn’'t search it out, the
game came back to me. For that | am
grateful .”

Quinn’s condition prevented him from
attending thisyear’s Hall of Famein-
duction ceremony in Toronto where he
is chairman, afitting tribute to a man
who was awalking, talking archive of
the sport.

And Quinn was all about old school
hockey which often led to clashesin
themodern NHL, with player agents, a
heavyweight |eague office and the me-
diainthebigger citiesheworked.

He wasn’'t always successful as an
executive, but as coach, he put the Fly-
ers and Canucks in the Cup final, be-
came only the second coach since
Punch Imlach to get the Maple Leafs
to the conferencefinal twice and holds
therecord among Toronto coacheswith
a.591 winning percentage. In 15 full
seasons up to hislast job with the Ed-
monton Qilers, hisvariousteamsmissed
the playoffsonly threetimes.

First line, or fourth, Quinn made aplace
for someone willing to work their way
toit.

“I"d never have playedinthe NHL with-
out Pat,” said Mike Busniuk, who was
on the Flyer team that had a league
record 35 game unbeaten streak in
1979-80.

“We were treated like men. You made
amistake, he put you back on theice.
You missed curfew, he didn’t say a
word, but you knew to work extrahard
at practice the next day. Even when he
sent medown, helooked meintheeye.”

Quinn was moved up, down and all
around himself — he was once Tim
Horton's defence partner on the Leafs

==

PAT QUINN’S warmth and humour came through despite a tough
demeanour. He is remembered with great fondness and respect
by friends and foes alike.

PAT QUINN [January 29, 1943 - November 23, 2014]

— before the belt on Orr opened many
eyes.

Quinn always wanted to put that inci-
dent into perspective. He pointed out
that the two defencemen had someprior
run-insleading up to the hit.

Onein particular saw Orr dlash Toronto
goalie Bruce Gamblewhen he covered
the puck inaprior game. Thisresulted
in Quinn knocking down Orr with a
cross check.

Whileon hisback Orr kicked Quinnin
the stomach. Quinn retaliated with a
boot to Orr’sbehind.

On the well-known hit, Quinn gave
credit to histeammate Brit Selby, who
usually was assigned to check Orr.

Selby was alongside Orr as he carried
the puck along the sideboardsin hisown
end.

Hisattention wasdirected at Selby and
hedidn’t see Quinn skatinginto lower
the boom.

“1 caught him with my shoulder,” said
Quinn, who was accused at the time of
catching Orr with an elbow.

“It wasn't an elbow. If my elbow hit
him, maybeit wasamomentumthing,”
he added with asly smile.

Quinn went to the expansion Canucks
and later the new Atlanta Flames.

Hewas never agifted player, but later
he dedicated himself to makethe game
entertaining and railed against trap
teams such as the New Jersey Devils.

His proudest achievement might have

been the 2002 Olympic gold and the
2004 World Cup, both with Canadians.

Quinnissurvived by hisloving wife of
51 years Sandra (née Baker), and his
daughtersValerie Quinn Rydland (Rick)
and Kathleen Allison (Kalli) Quinn.
Proud Grandpato Quinn, Kateand Kylie
Rydland.

To hisfamily hewasadevoted son and
brother, aloving husband and father and
awarm and caring grandpa.

Pat alwayslead by example. Healways
put his family first, he was a man of
God, aloyal friend and a proud Cana-
dian.

DELEGATES at the

Canadian County Board convention — (L-R)

[Standing] Ulster Provincial Council President- Elect: Michael
Hasson, Toronto St. Mike’s: Sean Harte, Ulster Provincial Council
President: Martin McAviney, Canadian Secretary: John O’Flynn,
Canadian Vice Chair: Ronan Corbett. [Seated] Canadian Devel-
opment and Child Protection Officer: Paula Macfarlane, Cana-
dian Chair: Brian Farmer, Canadian Treasurer: Yvonne Morley.

2014 Canadian County
Board Convention had

In Ajax,
By SEAN O'FLOINN
Secretary of the Canadian
County Board

TORONTO - The Canadian
County Board Convention was
held in Ajax, Ontario on Decem-
ber 7, 2014 with the election of
officers by delegates for 2015 and
for the passing of motions pre-
sented by clubs.

The name of the Gaelic Athletic Asso-
ciation, asit applies to Canada, is the
Canadian County Board, Incorporated
(ccB).

The basic aim of the CCB is to pre-
serve and promote Gaelic games and
pastimesin Canada.

In seven provinces (five time zones) of
the Maple Leaf County are 15 cities
with 21 ffiliated GAA clubswith over
700 playing participants.

Going from west to east (7,349 kmin
total), the Western Divisional Board
(founded in 1994) consists of British
Columbia’s Vancouver Irish Sporting
and Social Club; Alberta’'s Calgary
Chieftains, Red Deer Eire Ogs (Mens);
Edmonton Wolfe Tones; Fort
McMurray Shamrocks (Mens); Sas-
katchewan’'sReginaGaels (Mens); and
Saskatoon’s Clann nanGael (Mens).

TheToronto Divisiona Board (founded
in 1947) consists of Ontario’s Toronto
Hurling Club, St. Mikes, St. Pats, St.
Vincents (Mens), Gaels (Mens),
Camogie Club; Durham Robert

Ontario

Emmets, and Brampton Roger Case-
ments.

The Eastern Divisional Board (founded
in 2014) consists of Ontario’s Ottawa
Gaelsand the Eire Og OttawaHurling
Club, Quebec’s Montreal Shamrocks,
Quebec City’s Les Patriotes, Nova
Scotia’ sHalifax Gaelsand Newfound-
land and Labrador’s St. John’sAvalon
Harps.

The founding of the Canadian County
Board took place in Toronto, Ontario
on Sunday, November 15, 1987. GAA
President Dr. Mick Loftus of
Crossmolina, County Mayo, chairedthe
meeting.

Among those in attendance were To-
ronto’s Cormac O’ Muiri, Ottawa's Pat
Kelly; Montreal’s Paul Moran and
Paddy Dunne (R.I.P).

Thefirst elections of officerswere To-
ronto’sPaul Kennedy as chairman, Van-
couver’sJohn O’ Flynn as secretary and
Ottawa sMichagl Connolly astreasurer.

Otherswho have served on the County
Board since its foundation include
Diarmuid O’ Connor, Noelle Russell,
Sean Harte, Matthew Healy, Fionnuala
McGovern, Pat Donnelly, Billy Millar,
Lorraine Morley, Jarlath Connaughton
and Eddie Mangan.

Youth and minor organizationsthat the
County Board workswith include Van-
couver ISSC, Brampton Rebels, To-
ronto Chieftains, Ottawa Gaels and
OttawaEire Og Hurling.

VANCOUVER - A new board of directors was elected at the Vancouver Irish Sporting and Social
Club annual general meeting on November 24. The Board is as follows (L-R): Chair — Vacant
(Pending Ratification); Secretary — Rachel Quinn; Western Canada Reps — Elmarie Cronin;
Vice Chair — Elan Park; Club Development — Ronan Deane; PRO — JP McLoughlin; Treas-
urer — Dave Foley; Social — Tommy Bourke; Western Canada Reps — Robert Dunphy.
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Former Rangers owner
arrested upon arrival in UK

THE VANCOUVER Irish Sporting and Social Club, with fund-
ing from the Department of Foreign Affairs and the GAA, has
stepped up its efforts in the promotion of Gaelic Games in the

Lower Mainland of British Columbia.

IRISH SPORTING AND SOCIAL CLUB

Outreach success
to a new generation

VANCOUVER - The Van-
couver Irish Sporting and So-
cial Club, with funding from
the Department of ForeignAf-
fairs and the GAA, has
stepped up its efforts in the
promotion of Gaelic Games
in the Lower Mainland of
British Columbia.

There were several significant stages
in the successful promotion of Gaelic
football to schoolsin 2014. All of these
involved e-mails, phonecalls, and hours
and hoursof volunteer time.

Firstly, membersvisited schoolsand suc-
cessfully presented a clear short (1.5
hour maximum) format to avariety of
age groupsfrom primary to graduating
classin secondary schools.

This year seven secondary (over 500
students) and one primary (over 150 stu-
dents) schools had successful presen-
tations.

ISSC spokesman Ronan Deane said,
“We were bombarded by requestsfrom
new schoolsto seeusfor thefirst time,
and from previous schools who want
usback togo again.....Yes, | said bom-
barded!”

Studentsat Clayton Heights Secondary
School in Surrey enjoyed threevisitsthis
year. The kids were thrilled with the
opportunity and took to this“ odd” sport
with enthusiasm.

Some of the commentsin the feedback
included: “Before class | had never
even heard of Gaelic football but by the
end of class | was fascinated with the
complexity of the game. Thank you
Ronan and Tara for being awesome!”
says Saul S.
“Thanks so much for coming out Ronan
and Tara— we al had a great time! |
play soccer so learning how to play
Gaelicfootball wasan interesting twist
on the game I'm familiar with,” says
LiamB.

In September a“ Cul Camp” type for-
mat was rolled out as part of the Fall
Youth Gaelic Games Program.

It ran over four successive Saturdays
and was well attended and good value
for the club and participating member
families.

The response was extremely positive
and the format will expand to Spring
and Fall programs to be held in May
and September 2015. They will beheld

“ Before class | had
never even heard
of Gaelic football

but by the end
of class | was
fascinated with
the complexity
of the game.”

in neighbourhoods of the schoolswhere
the club had the best responsesin 2014.

Ronan added, “ Secondly, wewere able
to engage with the school districtsand
teachers themselves, and demonstrate
the value of Gaelic football as achal-
lenging and interesting set of skillsfor
all studentstoftry.

“We were able to convince almost 50
physical educators from al over the
Lower Mainland towork with thel SSC
on future projects.”

The ISSC is aways looking for ways
of showing off their favourite sport.

InMarchthisyear, they featured inthe
St. Patrick’s Day parade and held a
demonstration game against the local
Australian team.

Volunteers also presented hurling and
Gaelicfootball at the City of Richmond
‘Move for Health’ weekend with ap-
proximately 100 participants.

The club also participated at the De
Danaan Feisweekend in November at
the Olympic Oval in Richmond, with
approximately 40 volunteerspresenting
information on hurling and Gaelic foot-
ball.

“These events are annual and form a
very simple, and intrinsic, part of our
programs,” says Ronan. Our attend-
ance at these events, and our receipt
of invitationsto attend these and other
events demonstrates to us our value,
and motivates usto attend and promote
more and more.”

For more information about the Van-
couver Irish Sporting and Social Club
and the GAA Youth programs, visit:
www.isscvancouver.com, or e-mail:
info@isscvancouver.com. The clubis
also on Facebook at: ISSC Vancou-
ver and ISSC Vancouver - Youth
Gaelic Games.

GLASGOW —Former Rang- v

ers owner Craig Whyte has
been arrested at Heathrow
following his detention by
police in Mexico.

An arrest warrant was issued for
the 43-year-old in connection with
an investigation into the sale of
Rangers Football Club in 2011.

Whytetook control of the lbrox clubin
May 2011 but it went into administra-
tionin February thefollowing year.

It is understood he was held by police
in Mexico and was flown to Heathrow
airport in London where he was de-
tained by Police Scotland officers on
November 27.

From there he was escorted north for
an appearance at Glasgow Sheriff
Court where he was released on bail
after a45-minutejudicial examination.
One of Whyte's bail conditions is to
surrender his passport.

He made no plea or declaration to a
charge of being involved in atwo-year
fraudulent scheme and a second alle-
gation under the CompaniesAct.

After being granted bail, Whyte left
from the front door of the court build-
ing amid chaotic scenes. A number of
angry fans who had turned up outside
yelled abuse asWhyteleft in awaiting
car.

A4

FORMER Rangers owner Craig Whyte (43) faces charges in the
sale of the Rangers Football Clubin 2011.

Sporting agoatee beard and slick back
hair, he made no comment as police
officers ushered him through a large
crowd of reporters and cameramen.

Whyte bought the club from Sir David
Murray for £1in 2011. Rangers subse-
quently went into administration in Feb-
ruary 2012.

The businessman facesastring of alle-
gations including claims he funded a
controlling sharein Rangers by selling
off season tickets—after pretending to
then chairman Sir David Murray hehad
cash of hisown.

It isalso alleged afailure to pay out-
standing VAT and National Insurance
payments plunged Rangersinto admin-
istration.

Four men appeared in court earlier last
month charged with fraudulent activity
linkedto the sale of the club threeyears

ago.

Charged with attempting to pervert the
course of justice, Gary Withey (50),
David Whitehouse (49), Paul Clark
(50), and David Grier (53), all madeno
plea or declaration and were granted
bail following a hearing at Glasgow
Sheriff Court.

The three were employees of Duff &
Phelps, the company which carried out
the administration of Rangers. Withey
worked for Craig Whyte'sLondon law
firm Collyer Bristow before hetook on
apost with Rangers.

'JACK TO A KING’
— THE SWANSEA STORY

By EIFION WILLIAMS

A new Welsh documentary film
chronicles the rise of Swansea
City Football Club from almost
certain oblivion at the bottom of
the Football League in 2003, to
therarified atmosphere of the Pre-
mier League eight years later.

The film, Jack to a King — The Swan-
sea Sory, isdirected by Marc Evans,
who has also directed episodes of the
popular mini-series Hinterland, which
issetintheWelsh county of Ceredigion.

( Swansea Jacks' or ‘ The Jack Army’
aretermsof unknown origin sometimes
used to describe Swansea City support-
ers.)

Older Swans' supporters, who for dec-
ades shivered on theterraces of theold
Vetch Field watching Third or Fourth
Division football, would be shocked to
find their beloved team playing in the
Premier Leaguein the brand-new state-
of-the-art Liberty Stadium.

Swansealast tasted top-tier football in
the 1981/82 season after winning rapid
promotion from the fourth tier in four
seasons, aleague record, only to slide
all theway back down over thefollow-
ing four seasons.

Giventheclub'sroller coaster history,
supporters are inclined not to take the
club’s successfor granted.

The film says as much about Swansea
itself asit doesabout itsfootball club.

It tells the story of the club’s rise and

HUW JENKINS Chairman of the
Swansea City Football Club at
the London premiere of Jack to
a King.

fall, and rise again, through the words
of the charactersinvolved.

A peoplewho survived wartime bomb-
ing, industrial decline and recession
showed the same resilience in saving
itsfootball club.

In 2001 Swansea City, languishing at
the bottom of the football league and
facing bankruptcy, was sold for one
pound to a businessman named Tony
Petty.

Thenew owner’ssolutiontotheclub’s
financial woeswasmainly to fireplay-
ersto cut costs.

Petty’s controversial handling of the
club’'s affairs led to huge opposition
from supporters, who formed an organi-
zation to take over the club and restore
itsfortunes.

Several investor/supporters paid
£50,000 each to save the club. As it
turned out, the team won thelast game

of the 2002/3 season and avoided rel-
egation out of theleague.

Following what onecritic called“areal -
lifesporting fairy-tale,” by 2011 Swan-
sea City had climbed into the Premier
League.

In what will probably forever remain
one of the highlightsin the club’s his-
tory, Swansea clinched promotion that
year by defeating Reading 4-2 in a
championship play-off at Wembley in
front of 90,000 spectators.

Thepromotionwasreputedly worth £90
million to the club and brought great
economic benefitsand worldwide rec-
ognitiontothecity.

Now initsfourth season in the Premier
League, Swansea City hashelditsown
against the competition.

With athird of this season’s Premier-
ship matches played, Swansea today
sits at seventh placein the league and
istaken seriously as apotential threat
by other teams in the league. And the
club is still largely owned by its sup-
porters.

Jack to aKing wasreleased in the UK
in September and has been generally
well-received by critics.

The film's executive producer Mal
Pope, summing up thefilm’sapped, said
that “thisisatruly remarkable story of
how aragtag band of builders, house-
wives, teachersand travel agents came
together to savetheir football club and
ended up turning their city into aworld-
wide brand.

“A story of how sometimes even the
wildest dreams can come true.”
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